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It gives me great joy to be here in New York on this Earth Day to sign the
Paris Agreement on the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

The successful conclusion of this agreement last December represented a
historic landmark in the forging of the world we want: a world of sustainable
development for all, with the full achievement of the goals enshrined in Agenda
2030. This accomplishment is very much linked to the leadership of the French
Government, and the judicious and patient building of the agreement by President
Francois Hollande.

I am proud of the work undertaken by my country and my Government so
that we could collectively arrive at this agreement. I am proud of this contribution,
as well as of the contribution of all nations and global society. I thank all of those
directly involved for their tireless effort and work, especially the team of negotiators
from Brazil, led by our Minister of the Environment, Izabella Teixeira.

We, the participating countries to the agreement were able to firmly and
decisively address the enormous challenge of building the necessary consensus to
tackle climate change.

Today, together with all the Heads of State and Government present here, I
commit to ensuring the prompt entry into force of the Paris Agreement and, once
again, welcome this historic achievement for humanity.

The road ahead will be even more challenging: transforming our ambitious
aspirations into concrete results. Realizing the commitments we have taken on will
demand converging action from all of us, from all countries and societies, towards a
life and an economy less dependent on fossil fuels, and dedicated to sustainable
practices in how we relate to the environment.

Developing countries such as Brazil have obtained significant results in
emission reduction, and have taken on even more ambitious targets.

The challenge of tackling climate change requires an indispensable gradual
increase in the ambition of developed countries. It requires the continuous
mobilization of the appropriate means of implementation so that developing
countries will have support to enable them to continue to contribute towards global
efforts in mitigation and adaptation.

It is fundamental to increase climate change finance beyond the annual US$
100 billion commitment. It is imperative that we permanently reorient international
financial flows to support measures that translate into solutions for the global
problem and also promote benefits in adaptation, public health, and sustainable
development. It is also necessary that the private sector undertake a robust effort to
reduce emissions.



Ladies and Gentlemen,

In reiterating Brazil's commitment to the objectives of the Paris Agreement, I
want to assure you that we are conscious that signing the agreement is just the
beginning, the easy part.

My country is determined to intensify actions towards mitigation and
adaptation. During the Agenda 2030 Summit, I announced the Brazilian contribution
of a 37% reduction in greenhouse gas emission by 2025, as well as the intention of
reaching a 43% reduction by 2030, compared with 2005 levels in both cases.

We will achieve zero deforestation in the Amazon and neutralize emissions
coming from the legal suppression of vegetation. Our challenge is to restore and
reforest 12 million hectares of forests and another 15 million hectares of degraded
pastures. We will also promote the integration of five million hectares of
agriculture-livestock-forests.

We will increase the participation of all renewable sources of energy in our
energy matrix up to 45% by 2030.

We will continue to rely on the contribution and participation of all sectors of
Brazilian society, which is aware of the scope of the challenge ahead, committed to
the task at hand, and conscious of what we will leave for future generations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

My Government has set ambitious targets because we know that the risks
associated with the negative effects of climate change will strongly affect the
vulnerable populations in our country.

This concern must be shared by all of us. Without a reduction in poverty and
inequality, it will not be possible to win the fight against climate change. This fight
cannot be waged at the expense of those less favored.

This is one of the reasons why the concept of sustainable development must
be a permanent reference in our common endeavor. Growth, inclusion, conservation

and protection, this is the synthesis of the Rio+20 Conference held in Brazil in 2012.

Dear friends,

I cannot conclude my remarks without mentioning the grave moment Brazil
is undergoing. Despite this, I must say that Brazil is a great nation, with a society
that was able to defeat authoritarianism and build a vibrant democracy. Our people
are hard-working and have great esteem for freedom. I have no doubt they will be
able to prevent any setback.



I am grateful to all the leaders who have expressed their solidarity.

Thank you very much.


