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President of the UN General Assembly
Secretary General of the United Nations, Ban Ki Moon
Heads of States

Ladies and Gentlemen,

lb We went to the City of Paris a few weeks after it had experienced
its worst act of terror at the hands of heartless terrorists who have
no place in modern dvilisation, In March we saw yet another act
of terror in the dty of Brussels and we join the civilised world in
conderming these senseless acts and convery our heatfelt
condolences to the affected nationalities and families, You are
assured of our support for all actions you take to address these
brutal crimes committed by sick minded extremists,

2ÿ Inspite of what Parisians went through, we were humbled by the
hospitality accorded to us and the excellent arrangements of the
Conference, The approach used at COP21 where Heads of State
led the process before Ministers and Officials embarked on the
negotiation process laid the necessary foundation for our able
Ministers and negotiators leading to the success we witnessed
and are proud of,

Ladies and Gentlemen

3ÿ Botswana as a developing country vulnerable to the impacts of
climate change, went to Paris with an overall objective to adopt a
new global climate agreement as outlined in the Durban mandate.
:It was therefore imperative that the 2015 Paris agreement be
premised on the recognition of development needs and poverty
eradication priorities of developing countries, whilst emphasising
the necessary leadership of developed countries in climate action.

. This agreement was not meant in any way to replace the current
Framework Convention on Climate Change, but rather further
articulate objectives of the Convention taking into consideration
the provisions and principles of the Convention particulaly the
principle of common  but differentiated  responsibility and
respective capability as wel! as capturing the agreed temperature
patterns that ensure our survival particularly the temperature goal
of 1o5 degrees Celsius as informed by science,



5ÿ Furthermore we had expectations that the 2015 agreement will
reaffirm the obligations of developed country Parties to provide
additionaE, predictable and sustainable support in terms of finance,
technology and capacity building to meet our adaptation and
mitigation needs as well as  ensuring the continuation and
strengthening of the institutional arrangements and mechanisms
under the Convention and subsequent COP decisions.

g The enthusiasm of engaging in the negotiations at COP21 in Paris
was motivated by the fact that climate change is having far
reaching consequences and Botswana like many vulnerable
countries has not been spared. Extreme weather phenomena such
as droughts, heatwaves and floods to mention but a few have
become a norm. Due to such challenges, we are currently
experiencing prolonged dry spells and other climate related
challenges that threaten to derail our developmental aspirations,
Rangeland productivity Js low resulting in poor pastures and crop
failure which leads to food insecurity and a high import bit!. On
the otherhand water reservoirs supplying the Southern parts of
the country have all dried up and supply now comes through
pipelines from other parts of the country at considerabJe costs.

7u In an effoÿ-t tO join the global community address climate change,
Botswana  submitted  her  !ntended  Nationally  Determined
Contribution (!NDC) to the UNFCCC Secretariat in which she
articulated both adaptation and mitigation components: a sign of
her resolve to address mitigation and adaptation on an equal
footing. She further outlined that her ability to implement her
INDC will be incumbent to a larger extent on provision of support.

8ÿ From Paris we welcome the outcome particularly that the
obligations under the Paris Agreement are set out "in the context
of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate povert'i/' On
mitigation we agreed to keep the global temperatures rise well
below 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and that we
will pursue efforts to limit temperature rise even further to i.5
degrees Celsius. We also agreed to reach global peaking of
greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible and to achieve a
balance between anthropogenic emissions by sources, and
removals by sinks, of greenhouse gases in the second half d this
century.



9ÿ On Adaptation we agreed to strengthen the ability of countries to
deal with, and recover from, climate impacts and recognition of
the importance of averting, minimising and addressing loss and
damage associated with the adverse effects of climate change,
including extreme weather events and slow onset events.

!0. We hope that support will be provided  to developing country
parties as agreed, including financial support, to assist them with
respect to their mitigation and adaptation obligations. The USD
!00 billion a year climate finance commitment up to 2020 has
been extended to 2025 with a commitment to further provide
finance beyond this date.

11. On transparency system and accountability the Paris Agreement
suggest that each party shall contribute to the common goal by
setting and communicating Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) with respect to emissions reduction targets with a view to
renew its ambitions every five years.  It was also agreed that
further NDC be more ambitious than the previous ones. Lastly, we
welcome the implementation of the Paris Agreement particularly
the evaluation which will be undertaken every five years where
upon each party must account for its climate actions°

!2. As the Paris agreement is planned to enter into force after 2020,
we also welcome the decisions calling for enhanced action prior to
2020.  Important to us is the call for Parties to ratify and
implement the second commitment period of the Kyoto protocol
and [ wish to inform this meeting that Botswana has submitted her
acceptance instrument to the Dipository of the UN on 07th March
2016o The decision also calls for strengthening of technical
examination process on mitigation as well as establishing same for
Adaption but identifying opportunities for implementation and
cooperative action. The decision further urges developed countries
to scale up their levels of financial support with a concrete plan to
reach the USD 100 billion target by 2020 and  singles out
adaptation finance as an area which needs a significant increase of
finance from current levels.

13. Lastly we are aware that the obligations of the Paris Agreement
set the stage for future efforts, collaborations and cooperations
among Parties. We are also aware that there is still a lot of work
ahead and to this we avaiÿ ourselves on future engagements and



negotiations that will seek to implement the Paris Agreement and
grateful to inform you that today Botswana will put her signature
to the agreement and look forward to the next stage and that is
ratification which wil! to a large extent depend on negotiations
that will commence in Bonn in May 2016.


