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Mr. President:

It was indeed a singular honour to

have been one of the first countries to

sign on to the Paris Agreement under

the United Nations Framework



Convention  on Climate Change

(UNFCCC), on  behalf  of the

Government and  people  of the

Commonwealth of The Bahamas.

Small island developing States

(SIDS), like The Bahamas, know all

too well the importance of the Paris

Agreement. Last year, The Bahamas

welcomed the ambitious

commitments contained in  the

Agreement, including the aim to

pursue efforts to limit the global
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average temperature increase to 1.5

degrees above pre-industrial levels.

This shift of ambition towards 1.5

degrees marked the recognition that

holding temperature rise to such

levels is the only way to ensure the

survival of low lying islands such as

The Bahamas and our people.

As recently as last year, with the

passage of Hurricane Joaquin from

which we are still recovering, the

Bahamian people saw the devastating
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impacts of climate change. In

communities across the country,

stories are told of water being where

land once was. Climate change

threatens the very existence of The

ahamas.

Now, we welcome this Ceremony as

an important first step toward the

implementation of this momentous

Agreement- a first step in ensuring

that this Agreement enters into legal

force as soon as possible.
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Mr. President,

The ahamas is considered to be

among the most vulnerable countries

to the impacts of climate change, and

our  high  dependence  on  the

importation of fossil fuels, for our

energy needs, only  serves  to

compound these vulnerabilities. As a

result,   we   face considerable

challenges in not onlyadapting to the

negative effects of climate change,



but in our efforts toward mitigation as

well.

In recent years, The Bahamas has

initiated several policies and

programmes towards climate change

adaptation and mitigation, which are

largely  in  the  early  stages  of

implementation, due to capacity and

other constraints. We are now working

toward building  a comprehensive

Climate Change strategy for the

country- a strategy that will set out a



vision for adaptation, and reducing

emissions, all while creating

opportunities for sustainable

development.

This strategy will operate in the wider

context of the National Development

Plan,   which   will incorporate

adaptation to climate change based

on  a  strategy  of sustainable

development; and set the binding

commitment to decrease emissions

by a minimum of 30 percent by



203 . It is envisaged that the National

Development Plan will also strengthen

the linkages among existing strategies

and policies and make them more

consistent and coherent.

To implement its national climate

plans, the  Government  of  The

Bahamas will ensure effective

system-wide integration and

collaboration across all functions and

sectors. We will continue to make the

necessary investments; incentivize
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minnovation, and   enable   the

participation of rural

Non-Governmental

communities,

Organizations,

scientists, and businesses, all toward

decisive climate action.

The Government has also begun the

process

partnerships

of engaging in a variety of

at the local, national,

regional and international levels, in

order to help us to move forward with

these plans. Access  to climate
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finance, in particular, will be crucial to

the success of these endeavours.

To accomplish all of this, developed

countries should live up to their

pledges of financial assistance on

concessionary terms.

Mr. President,

With this bold agenda, The Bahamas

looks forward to ratifying the Paris

Agreement without delay. By the time
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that the General Assembly debate

takes place in September of this year,

I expect that all the procedures for

ratification will have been completed.

We sincerely hope others will do so as

well, as we move toward a stronger,

more prosperous and climate resilient

future for humankind.

What we do today, we do for our

children and grandchildren.

I thank you.
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