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ARGENTINA

Your Excellency Mr. Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary General of the United Nations

I am truly grateful that you've invited us to this event. I share with you this very historic

moment in which we will address one of the most urgent challenges that our planet faces.

I would like to recall that the last report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

is unequivocal and clearly informs about the consequences of our inaction and on how

human activity affects global warming. Climate change is a fact and its effects are tangible

and know no boundaries. It is time to act leaving aside speculation and incorporating the

interests of each and every one of the actors for the sake of the sustainable development of

our countries.

As Argentina has started a new path of global openness, we want to deepen international

cooperation to improve the capacity of countries to adapt to the effects of climate change
and reduce emissions.

Aware of the importance of the Paris Agreement, and mindful that its entry into force is not
delayed, Argentina is committed to making the greatest efforts towards ensuring its early
ratification.

No doubt 2015 will be marked in history as a milestone in global decisions of high
importance:

-The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) were approved in the United Nations General
Assembly, and

-The Paris Agreement on Climate Change was reached at the end of the year.

Undoubtedly, the Encyclical "Laudato Si", presented by Pope Francisco on June 18 of 2015

has been a great contribution to climate change. It was a TURNING POINT in the social,

economic and political debate that was taldng place around the environmental crisis and the

development goals. It opened a period of profound ecumenical revisionism, individually and

collectively, urging an immediate change that does not support delays and that calls for

UNITY in the formulation of broad consensus. The notion of UNITY is a key to factor to

establish the guidelines for common action.

Therefore, the Argentina Republic is fully committed to address this challenge and has
dedicated itself to caring for our common home: on the one hand, managing the risks
climate change poses on social, economic and natural systems by reducing its negative



effects and, secondly, through national policies promoting sustained reductions in
emissions.

Thus, the Encyclical "Laudato Sf" states:

"..our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother

who opens her arms to embrace us:

This sister now cries out to us because of the harm we have inflicted on her by our

irresponsible use and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We have come
to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled to plunder her at will.

The violence present in our hearts,.., is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in

the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of life.

Our very bodies are made up of her elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and

refreshment from her waters."

In this regard, I would like to take this opportunity to inform that Argentina has proposed to
revise its contributions (Non Determined Contributions -NDCs-) that currently targets to
unconditionally reduce emissions for a 15% and conditionally for a 30% on projected levels
for 2005-2030. Our commitment is focused on the transformation of this proposal on an

even more ambitious one.

In order to fulfill that goal, we are working hardly to improve the EFFICIENCY of our
environmental governmental policies, promoting active policies in our national and regional

agenda, incorporating innovative tools and managing the technological transfer in order to

achieve that goal.

Moreover, I would like to point out that the outcomes of the Third National Communication
submitted by Argentina at the end of last year made it possible to have a more accurate
idea on national inventory of the greenhouse gas emissions, as well as the identification of
the national mitigation potential, the development of climate change scenarios, the
identification of impacts and vulnerabilities and the adapting measures needed to deal with
such impacts.

Regarding the measures we are willing to adopt in order to face climate change; the new
Argentine government has decided to establish a National Cabinet on Climate Change so as
to reach a common insight that will allow us to plan the reduction and monitor of emissions
in order to fulfill the projected contributions. The Cabinet will design policies and consider
the needed measures to fulfill the climate measures our country envisages to apply in the
following years. The participation of all the involved ministries will allow us to develop a
coordinated work to prevent climate change and to address its negative effects.

Going back to the work of Pope Francis "Laudato Si", it is worthy highlighting the
importance that is given to the protection of the most vulnerable social groups from the



impacts of climate change. For that reason, we consider a priority to address the needs of

people and groups which are most vulnerable to climate change, focusing on risk

management and adaptation, in a context of equity, sustainable development and food

security.

In order to fulfill those objectives, our country will make its greatest political, technical and
economical efforts to improve its commitments set in the Paris Agreement. This will require

a change in our energy matrix and production processes. We are confident that itÿwill not

be in vain, and we will participate in the negotiations that will derive from the Paris
Agreement always with the objective of keeping the environmental integrity of the
Agreement.

Finally, convinced that this Agreement is the first step towards a large sequence of
milestones which will allow us to address the issue in an integral and sustainable manner, I

would like to call upon everyone present to commit themselves with future generations and

to undertake the greatest efforts to solve this global problem by showing that we can do it
together. Because we need to believe to be able to protect. To protect to be able to move

forward. And we move forward by reaching agreements based on a dialogue with present

generations in order to build the foundations for future generations.

Thankyou


