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Regional expert consultation on  

“The gender dimensions of prosecution, rehabilitation and reintegration 

approaches for persons associated with Boko Haram” 
 

Monday, 29 March 2021 

 

Opening remarks of 

 

Assistant Secretary-General Michèle Coninsx 

Executive Director, CTED 
 

 

Excellency, 

Under Secretary-General Voronkov, 

Regional Director de Andres,  

Distinguished participants, 

 

I am honoured to join others in welcoming you all to this regional expert consultation 

on “The gender dimensions of prosecution, rehabilitation and reintegration (or: PRR) 

approaches for persons associated with Boko Haram”. 

 

These consultations are part of the UNOCT-UNODC-CTED project, organized in 

close cooperation with the Lake Chad Basin Commission, to support States of the 

region responses to Boko Haram.  

 

CTED has been engaging with States of the region to assist them in their responses to 

terrorism since its earliest assessment visits on behalf of the Counter-Terrorism 

Committee, conducted in 2006.  

 

And we have had the privilege of supporting authorities of the region in their 

development of comprehensive PRR strategies since 2016.  
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The Security Council has continued to develop its approach to assisting States in their 

PRR efforts. 

 

In this context, there are two resolutions that serve as core references for CTED’s 

PRR engagement.  

 

First, Council resolution 2349 (2017), which specifically focuses on the broader 

context of the Lake Chad Basin.  

 

Second, Council resolution 2396 (2017), which outlines a multidimensional approach 

to comprehensive and tailored PRR.  

 

 

The Regional Strategy for the Stabilization, Recovery and Resilience of the Boko 

Haram affected Areas of the Lake Chad Basin has further contextualized these 

requirements and advanced a regional approach.  

 

We commend your progress in implementing the Regional Strategy, its pillar on 

screening, prosecution, rehabilitation and reintegration (or: SPRR), and the relevant 

Security Council requirements. 

 

However, many challenges remain.  

 

The joint UNOCT-UNODC-CTED project builds on existing work and is designed to 

meet some of the most pressing challenges and needs, including the focus of these 

consultations:  addressing the gender dimensions of PRR.  
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As required by Council resolution 2396 (2017), particular attention must be paid to 

gender aspects.  

 

Gender analysis should not be limited to understanding an individual’s relationship 

with Boko Haram or experience of trauma and conflict. 

 

It should also address how gender stereotypes and gender inequality affect the 

development and delivery of effective, human rights-compliant PRR approaches. 

 

Hence, ensuring respect for international law, including human rights law, is 

fundamental to PRR efforts. 

 

And taking into consideration that efforts must be tailored to specific contexts, 

experiences and circumstances.  

 

It is my hope that you will identify concrete ways to advance the implementation of 

gender-responsive SPRR approaches in the Lake Chad Basin, through consultation 

with local communities, women, mental health and education practitioners and civil 

society, as called for by Council resolution 2396 (2017).  

 

Rest assured that CTED, working together with its partners, will continue to support 

you, today and in moving forward, in those efforts. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


