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WHO WE ARE

The United Nations Academic Impact
is an initiative that engages
institutions of higher education with
the UN to support and contribute to
the realization of the Organization’s
purposes and principles, including the
promotion and protection of human
rights, access to education,
sustainability, and conflict resolution.

Since 2010, it has created a vibrant
network of higher education
institutions, connecting students,
academics, scientists, and
researchers worldwide. There are
over 1,800 member institutions in
more than 150 countries that reach
over 35 million people in the
education and research sectors,
representing a global diversity of
regions and a thematic wealth of
disciplines.

The work of these institutions is vital
to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as they
serve as incubators of new ideas and
solutions to the many global
challenges we face. The United
Nations Academic Impact provides the

integral link to these
stakeholders to ensure that the
international community
harnesses the energy and
innovation of young people and
the research community in
service to humanity.

United Nations Academic Impact
is part of the Higher Education
Sustainability Initiative and is
informed by a commitment to
support and advance ten basic
principles.

The UN Academic Impact
Principles are a commitment to:

.UN Charter

.Sustainability

.Peace and Conflict Resolution
.Intercultural Dialogue
.Human rights

.Higher education

.Global citizenship

.Education for all
.Capacity-building
.Addressing poverty
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

WHY JOIN?

Being a member of UN Academic Impact includes the following
benefits:

VAST NETWORK

Access to a network of more than 1800 institutions in more than 160
countries

INVITATIONS TO UN ACADEMIC IMPACT EVENTS

Invitations to in-person and virtual events hosted or organized by UN
Academic Impact, its Hubs and member institutions, and by the UN System

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

Updates on UN activities, reports, research and commemorative days
with ideas for activities you can implement in your classrooms, on your
campus or in your community

SCHOLARSHIP AND CONTEST INFORMATION

Information on scholarships, fellowships and contests for college
students and symposia, conferences, workshops and calls for papers
for researchers and academics

PROMOTION OF YOUR CAMPUS

Have your campus activities and research showcased on UN Academic
Impact platforms, including social media and the weekly newsletter
with nearly 10,000 subscribers

USE OF THE OFFICIAL UNAI MEMBER LOGO

Use of the official UN Academic Impact member logo to hold
conferences, workshops, and events

CONNECTION TO UN REGIONAL OFFICES

Connect to UN regional offices for events and speakers in your area and
much more!

PAGE 3 - WHY JOIN?



NETWORK WITH THOUSANDS
OF INSPIRING INSTITUTIONS

UN Academic Impact membership opens doors to global academic
collaboration. Featured here are some of our member institutions

and the work they do to promote the SDGs

Kayseri
University
(Tirkiye)

Promotes
sustainable
transportation,
reducing carbon
emissions, and
raise awareness
about climate

action

[
INDUSTRY, INNOVATION
ANDINFRASTRUCTURE

University of
Bergen (Norway)

Developed a tool
to strengthen
science-based

decision-making

for ocean
sustainability

LIFE
ONLAND

Mount Kenya
University
(Kenya)

Champions
Industry,
Innovation and
Infrastructure
through
partnerships,
research and
capacity-building

Federal
University of
Grande
Dourados
(Brazil)

Promotes
concrete actions
discussing about
development and
preservation for a
more balanced
future
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UNAI SDG HUB NETWORK

What is the UN Academic Impact SDG Hub network?

UN Academic Impact SDG Hubs are universities within the UN
Academic Impact network selected to lead global efforts on one of
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Established in 2018, each
Hub advances a specific SDG through research, education, and
collaboration, highlighting the essential role of academia in
supporting the 2030 Agenda and driving social, economic, and
environmental progress.

UN Academic Impact SDG Hub cohort 2025 - 2027:

The current cohort of UN Academic Impact SDG Hubs (2025 -
2027) will actively contribute to the implementation of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development by utilizing academic
research, teaching, and outreach activities aligned with the
SDGs. Each Hub will be led by Hub Chair and consist of three
Vice-chairs - for teaching and education, for research, and for
outreach and partnership, thereby enabling a multifaceted
approach to driving meaningful impact in support of the SDGs.

|
UNAI SDG HUB CHAIRS 2025-2027
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FAQ ABOUT MEMBERSHIP

» Who can join?

UN Academic Impact is open to accredited degree-granting, non-profit
institutions of higher education including universities and colleges.

» Do you have to pay to be a member?

There is no charge or membership fee to join, and UN Academic Impact
does not ask members to spend money beyond the investments they
make in the education of students and research.

» What is expected of UN Academic Impact members?

UN Academic Impact members are expected to engage in research,
instruction, and other activities that advance the SDGs and other
United Nations goals and mandates.

Schools are expected to carry out at least one on-campus activity per
year aligned with these requirements and to report to UN Academic
Impact. An annual activity report is mandatory to maintain the
membership.

» What are other ways members engage with UN Academic Impact?

Schools are invited to subscribe to our weekly newsletter, follow us
on LinkedlIn, and check out articles, and videos on our website.

» How can | check whether my school is already a member?

The current list of members can be found on our website under “List
of UNAI Members”. Please check this list before applying to ensure
that your school is not already a member.
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https://academicimpact.un.org/content/principles
https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/sign-newsletter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/academicimpact/
http://www.un.org/academicimpact
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unai_master_members_list.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unai_master_members_list.pdf

FAQ ABOUT MEMBERSHIP

» What organizations are NOT eligible to join?

UN Academic Impact membership is not open to primary or secondary
schools, Model UN organizations, civil society, for-profit educational
institutions, and non-profit organizations, or private sector companies.
If you are a civil society organization please check with the UN Civil
Society Unit to see if you are eligible to affiliate with the UN through
them, and if you are interested in Model UN please check the
Education Outreach Section's website for resources. If you are a
private sector company interested in affiliating with the UN please
check the website of UN Global Compact.

» If we have several schools and programs (including graduate
programs such as law, business, or medical schools etc.) should
each school join?

No, only the main campus should join, and all programs offered at the
school are free to take part in UN Academic Impact activities under
the umbrella of the main school.

» Additional questions?

Contact us at academicimpact@un.org

Access the enrollment form here:

Q academic-impact/unai-partner-institution X



https://www.un.org/en/get-involved/un-and-civil-society
https://www.un.org/en/get-involved/un-and-civil-society
https://www.un.org/en/mun
https://unglobalcompact.org/
https://academicimpact.un.org/content/principles
https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/unai-partner-institution
https://academicimpact.un.org/content/principles

