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WHO WE ARE

The United Nations Academic Impact
is an in it iat ive that engages
inst itut ions of h igher educat ion with
the UN to support and contr ibute to
the real izat ion of the Organizat ion's
purposes and pr inc ip les ,  inc luding the
promotion and protect ion of human
rights,  access to educat ion,
sustainabi l i ty ,  and confl ict  resolut ion.  

S ince 2010,  it  has created a v ibrant
network of h igher educat ion
inst itut ions,  connect ing students,
academics,  sc ient ists ,  and
researchers worldwide.  There are
over 1 ,800 member inst itut ions in
more than 150 countr ies that reach
over 35 mi l l ion people in the
educat ion and research sectors,
representing a global  d ivers ity of
regions and a thematic wealth of
disc ip l ines.  

The work of these inst itut ions is  v ita l
to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as they
serve as incubators of new ideas and
solut ions to the many global
chal lenges we face.  The United
Nations Academic Impact provides the

integral  l ink to these
stakeholders to ensure that the
internat ional  community
harnesses the energy and
innovat ion of young people and
the research community in
service to humanity .

United Nations Academic Impact
is part of the Higher Educat ion
Sustainabi l i ty In it iat ive and is
informed by a commitment to
support and advance ten basic
pr inc ip les .

The UN Academic Impact
Princip les are a commitment to:

1 . UN Charter
2. Sustainabi l i ty
3. Peace and Confl ict  Resolut ion
4. Intercultural  Dia logue
5. Human r ights
6. Higher educat ion 
7. Global  c it izenship
8. Educat ion for a l l
9 . Capacity-bui ld ing

10. Addressing poverty
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https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/


WHY JOIN?
Being a member of UN Academic Impact includes the following
benefits:

VAST NETWORK
Access to a network of more than 1800 inst itut ions in more than 160
countr ies

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
Updates on UN act iv it ies ,  reports ,  research and commemorative days
with ideas for act iv it ies you can implement in your c lassrooms,  on your
campus or in your community

INVITATIONS TO UN ACADEMIC IMPACT EVENTS
Inv itat ions to in-person and v irtual  events hosted or organized by UN
Academic Impact,  i ts Hubs and member inst itut ions,  and by the UN System

SCHOLARSHIP AND CONTEST INFORMATION
Information on scholarships,  fe l lowships and contests for col lege
students and symposia ,  conferences,  workshops and cal ls  for papers
for researchers and academics

PROMOTION OF YOUR CAMPUS
Have your campus act iv it ies and research showcased on UN Academic
Impact platforms,  inc luding socia l  media and the weekly newsletter
with near ly 10,000 subscr ibers

USE OF THE OFFICIAL UNAI MEMBER LOGO
Use of the off ic ia l  UN Academic Impact member logo to hold
conferences,  workshops,  and events 
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CONNECTION TO UN REGIONAL OFFICES
Connect to UN regional  off ices for events and speakers in your area and
much more!



Kayseri
University
(Türkiye)
Promotes

sustainable
transportat ion,

reducing carbon
emissions,  and

raise awareness
about c l imate

act ion
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Federal
University of
Grande
Dourados
(Brazil)
Promotes
concrete act ions
discussing about
development and
preservat ion for a
more balanced
future

NETWORK WITH THOUSANDS
OF INSPIRING INSTITUTIONS

UN Academic Impact membership opens doors to global academic
collaboration. Featured here are some of our member institutions
and the work they do to promote the SDGs

Mount Kenya
University
(Kenya)
Champions
Industry,
Innovat ion and
Infrastructure
through
partnerships,
research and
capacity-bui ld ing

University of
Bergen (Norway)

Developed a tool
to strengthen
science-based

decis ion-making
for ocean

sustainabi l i ty



UN Academic Impact SDG Hub cohort 2025 - 2027:
The current cohort of UN Academic Impact SDG Hubs (2025 -
2027) wi l l  act ively contr ibute to the implementat ion of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development by ut i l iz ing academic
research,  teaching,  and outreach act iv it ies a l igned with the
SDGs.  Each Hub wi l l  be led by Hub Chair  and consist of three
Vice-chairs -  for teaching and educat ion,  for research,  and for
outreach and partnership,  thereby enabl ing a mult ifaceted
approach to dr iv ing meaningful  impact in support of the SDGs.

What is the UN Academic Impact SDG Hub network?
UN Academic Impact SDG Hubs are univers it ies within the UN
Academic Impact network selected to lead global  efforts on one of
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals .  Establ ished in 2018,  each
Hub advances a specif ic  SDG through research,  educat ion,  and
col laborat ion,  h ighl ight ing the essentia l  ro le of academia in
support ing the 2030 Agenda and dr iv ing socia l ,  economic,  and
environmental  progress.

UNAI SDG HUB NETWORK
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Who can join?
UN Academic Impact is  open to accredited degree-grant ing,  non-prof it
inst itut ions of h igher educat ion inc luding univers it ies and col leges.  

Do you have to pay to be a member?
There is  no charge or membership fee to jo in ,  and UN Academic Impact
does not ask members to spend money beyond the investments they
make in the educat ion of students and research.

What is expected of UN Academic Impact members?
UN Academic Impact members are expected to engage in research,
instruct ion,  and other act iv it ies that advance the SDGs and other
United Nations goals and mandates.

Schools are expected to carry out at least one on-campus act iv ity per
year a l igned with these requirements and to report to UN Academic
Impact.  An annual  act iv ity report is  mandatory to maintain the
membership.

What are other ways members engage with UN Academic Impact?
Schools are inv ited to subscr ibe to our weekly newsletter ,  fo l low us
on LinkedIn,  and check out art ic les ,  and v ideos on our website .
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FAQ ABOUT MEMBERSHIP

How can I check whether my school is already a member?
The current l ist  of members can be found on our website under “List
of UNAI Members” .  Please check this l ist  before apply ing to ensure
that your school  is  not a lready a member.

https://academicimpact.un.org/content/principles
https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/sign-newsletter
https://www.linkedin.com/company/academicimpact/
http://www.un.org/academicimpact
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unai_master_members_list.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/unai_master_members_list.pdf


What organizations are NOT eligible to join?
UN Academic Impact membership is  not open to pr imary or secondary
schools ,  Model  UN organizat ions,  c iv i l  society,  for-prof it  educat ional
inst itut ions,  and non-prof it  organizat ions,  or pr ivate sector companies.
If  you are a c iv i l  society organizat ion please check with the UN Civ i l
Society Unit  to see if  you are e l ig ib le to aff i l iate with the UN through
them, and if  you are interested in Model  UN please check the
Educat ion Outreach Sect ion’s website for resources.  If  you are a
pr ivate sector company interested in aff i l iat ing with the UN please
check the website of UN Global  Compact.

FAQ ABOUT MEMBERSHIP

If we have several schools and programs (including graduate
programs such as law, business, or medical schools etc.) should
each school join?
No, only the main campus should jo in ,  and a l l  programs offered at the
school  are free to take part in UN Academic Impact act iv it ies under
the umbrel la of the main school .

academic-impact/unai-partner-institution

Access the enrollment form here:
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Additional questions?
Contact us at academicimpact@un.org

https://www.un.org/en/get-involved/un-and-civil-society
https://www.un.org/en/get-involved/un-and-civil-society
https://www.un.org/en/mun
https://unglobalcompact.org/
https://academicimpact.un.org/content/principles
https://www.un.org/en/academic-impact/unai-partner-institution
https://academicimpact.un.org/content/principles

