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1. The 2022 meeting of the members of the Global Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions 

Network was held virtually on 9 March 2022. The meeting was convened by the United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA). The objective of the meeting 
was to inform members about the Network accomplishments during 2021 and to discuss the 
program of work for 2022 and the tentative workplan for the following four years (See Annex 
I - Agenda). Representatives from 16 member organizations participated in the event (See 
Annex II – Attendance List).  
 

2.  Welcome and Introductions: The meeting was moderated by Mr. Ivan Vera, UN DESA, who 
welcomed members and invited them to introduce themselves. 

 
3. 2021 Annual Report: Ms. Nadine Salame, UN DESA, presented the 2021 Report. Despite the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Network conducted numerous activities in 2021. The 
Knowledge Platform has been expanded and updated with relevant data facilitating the 
exchange of information worldwide and helping disseminate best practices. More than 50 
case studies are available on the website. In addition, the eight main categories of the 
Knowledge Platform have been further developed. Capacity development and advocacy 
activities were conducted virtually by the Network this year. A series of webinars were 
organized on different subjects including desalination using renewable energy, bioenergy, 
ocean energy, biodiversity and climate change, and energy solutions boosting social actions 
in support of health (SDG 3) and education (SDG4). Advocacy and outreach activities included 
a side event held during the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) 
where the synthesis Report on "Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions addressing Climate 
Change" was launched. In June during the Ministerial Forum on Enabling the SDGs with 
Inclusive, Just Energy Transitions, the Network announced its Energy Compact with voluntary 
contributions from three members – Itaipu Binacional, Canal de Isabel II and ASAZGUA. The 
Energy Compact was then launched in September in a side event of the High-Level Dialogue 
on Energy. In November during COP26, the Network conducted a side event in which 
panelists shared their plans and outlooks on activities related to climate change. In relation 
to membership, the Network increased its membership to 23 members. The 2021 Annual 
Report of the Network is now available on the website and two other reports on 
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"Accomplishments, Challenges and Lessons Learned" as well as a "Way Forward" are being 
developed this year.  

 
4. 2022 Work Program: Ms. Isabel Raya, UN DESA, presented the 2022 Work Program of Work. 

The year 2022 marks the fifth year of Network cooperation. The activities are planned around 
three main areas: capacity development, knowledge management and sharing of good 
practices, and global advocacy and outreach. 

 
a. Capacity Development: the main event this year is the first Global Symposium on 

Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions which aims to enhance capacities of all 
stakeholders to effectively manage the water-energy nexus and in preparation of the 
2022 HLPF, the 2022 UN General Assembly and COP 27. The event is tentatively scheduled 
to take place on 7-10 June at Itaipu Binacional. A regional event is also planned at ECLAC 
headquarters in the second half of the year to gain insights on the priorities under the 
themes of the Global Roadmap to achieve SDG7. A training course to raise awareness 
about the SDGs is being developed based on the educational platform of Itaipu Binacional 
and an outreach programme will be conducted to identify potential partners for the 
Network. 

b. Knowledge Management: the First World Report on the Status and Trends on Sustainable 
Water and Energy Solutions will be developed based on outcomes of the first Global 
Symposium. Technical papers will be developed and published in a dedicated issue of the 
Natural Resource Forum (NRF), a UN Sustainable Development Journal. A series of 
Technical Briefs will be developed on innovative technological systems. The enhancement 
of the Knowledge Platform of the Network will continue with more information, data, 
case studies and analytical tools. 

c. Global Advocacy and Outreach: The Network will be expanded with new members 
ensuring balanced representation of stakeholders. The Network will organize events to 
facilitate global dialogues, including in intergovernmental processes and international 
events such as the UN HLPF, COP26, Expo Dubai, the 9th World Water Forum, etc. 
Communications on the water-energy nexus will be strengthened with short films, 
documentaries and other communication materials. The presence in social media will be 
expanded with targeted messages and a user friendly and comprehensive Knowledge 
Platform and the website will be maintained. 

 
3. 2023 – 2026 Tentative Workplan: Mr. Vera presented the tentative workplan for the next 

four years. The general objective includes to continue leading the world effort on promoting 

sustainable water and energy solutions and to further demonstrate the benefits of an 

integrated approach to water and energy. A significant enhancement is the expansion of the 

scope of the Network to incorporate Climate Change (SDG13), Terrestrial Ecosystems and 

Biodiversity (SDG15), Health and Wellbeing (SDG3) and other SDGs. Key Outputs of the Four-

Year Workplan (2022-2026) include: 1) Major Global Meetings and World Reports 2) Capacity 

Building at a regional level, Training courses and Global Outreach and Advocacy activities 3) 

Enhancement and Expansion of the Global Knowledge Platform 4) New Multi-stakeholder 

Partnerships and Voluntary Commitments.   



 3 

 

3. Support from Members (Financial/ In-Kind): 

• Mr. Luis Miguel Paiz, ASAZGUA, indicated that ASAZGUA is very pleased with the 
accomplishments and plans of the Network and is commitment to continue supporting the 
network this year and the following years. Mr. Gustavo Paredes, ASAZGUA, stated they will 
continue their in-kind contributions with case studies, events and articles for the UN journal. 
ASAZGUA will also participate in the Global Symposium.  

• Mr. Federico Valles Figueras, Canal de Isabel II, expressed that Canal is pleased to support the 
Network as a new member and indicated the intention to attend the Global Symposium and 
to contribute to the special issue of the UN journal.  

• Mr. Samson Tesgaye, Solar Energy Foundation, praised the work of the Network and the 
proposed workplans for 2022 and beyond. The Foundation is planning to contribute with an 
article for the UN journal and to attend the Global Symposium and possibly organizing a side 
event. 

• Mr. Ariel Scheffer da Silva, Itaipu, thanked all participants for their help and support for the 
Network in previous years. He found the 2022 Workplan very comprehensive and essential 
to reach future goals and objectives. He invited the participants to attend the World Water 
Forum and Expo Dubai and its Brazilian and Paraguayan Pavilions. He indicated that Itaipu 
Binacional is participating in these events. He welcomed everyone to the Global Symposium 
that will be hosted by Itaipu Binacional in June. He stated the event will have two days of 
seminars and two days of field trips visiting projects in Brazil and Paraguay. Regarding the 
financial and in-kind contributions, Mr. Silva indicated they are working on further support 
for next years.  

• Mr. Alex Campbell, International Hydropower Association, praised the ambitious programme 
of the Network, indicated that the work is very relevant to IHA and stated that IHA is planning 
to keep supporting the Network with in-kind contributions. IHA would consider attending the 
Global Symposium in person and contributing in different ways. He would talk to colleagues 
about contributing a scientific article to the UN journal. They are currently developing an 
article on life cycle analysis comparing different renewables and their greenhouse gas 
emissions that might be relevant.  

• Ms. María Haydeé Jiménez García, World Energy Council, voiced WEC plans to contribute 
populating the Knowledge Platform and website and developing communication materials. 
She said WEC could provide speakers and panelists for the Global Symposium. She added that 
WEC convenes the World Energy Congress every three years. This year's theme is "Energy for 
Humanity." It marks the 25th year of the Congress. She invited members to participate in this 
event.  WEC plans to showcase progress in the energy transition from all regions and at all 
levels of societies in this event.  

• Mr. Moez Jomaa, SINTEF, thanked the team for the workplans and committed to prepare an 
article for the UN journal and to organize at least one workshop or a similar event every year. 
He indicated that he would continue making efforts to get financial support for the Network.  

• Ms. Leena Srivastava, IIASA, congratulated everyone for the significant progress and the 
vibrant plan of the Network for 2022 and beyond. She indicated that the expanded agenda, 
with additional interlinkages, is critical. She will consult with colleagues on potential 
contributions on capacity building and knowledge management activities and on 
participating in the Global Symposium. She recommended to develop an annual calendar 
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with designated contact points from the DESA Secretariat to highlight upcoming seminars and 
conferences. IIASA could contribute articles on the nexus including on issues related to equity 
and poverty.  

• Ms. Silvia L. Saravia Matus, ECLAC, stated that ECLAC will contribute to the regional focus 
event and would be interested in developing articles for the UN journal and to participate in 
other capacity-building activities. She added that ECLAC has a new project to help localities 
in disadvantaged areas in Central America on how to establish investment plans for 
sustainable water systems using renewable energy. She hoped to count on the expertise of 
the Network members and possibly invite them to participate in expert meetings of this 
project. She drew attention to regional preparatory events of the UN-Water Conference next 
year. ECLAC will be hosting a preparatory event in April that represents an opportunity to 
share ideas and solutions.  

• Mr. Manuel Menéndez, Ministry of Ecological Transition, Spain, started by thanking all 
Network members for their relentless efforts and commitments and offered his support 
organizing a special event with CODIA (Conference of Ibero-American Water Directors) at the 
Global Symposium in Itaipu in June. Mr. Menéndez also indicated contributing with articles 
for the UN journal from CODIA. The Ministry is working on capacity development initiatives 
under the umbrella of the global accelerator framework of SDG 6. He added that the Ministry 
is also working with UNESCO and UNDESA and could contact the Network for building further 
momentum and support on sustainable water and energy. 

• Ms. Lucia de Strasser, UNECE, invited Network participants to the next task force meeting of 
Transboundary Water Convention that will take place in December to discuss water and 
energy in terms of operationalization of solutions and nexus investments. Ms. Strasser also 
mentioned that ECE has produced a toolkit for sustainable renewable energy planning in 
transboundary basins and indicated it could be featured in training and other related 
activities of the Network. She also highlighted that the 30th Water Convention is taking place 
this year and ECE plans to produce case studies that could be shared with the Network.  
 

4. Summary and Next Steps: 

The members of the Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions Network welcomed the 

collaborations and 2021 accomplishments. The Members praised the team on the progress 

made in the last four years and supported the 2022 Work Programme and the proposed 2023-

2026 Workplan for the Network. The next steps include: 

• The first Global Symposium on Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions will be 

organized by UN DESA in cooperation with ITAIPU and other members of the 

Network, tentatively scheduled to take place on 7-10 June 2022. All information 

related to this event will be shared in the upcoming weeks. (Lead: UN DESA and 

ITAIPU teams in collaboration with Network members) 

• The first World Report on the Status and Trends on Sustainable Water and 

Energy Solutions will be prepared based on the outcomes of the first Global 

Symposium. (Lead: UN DESA in collaboration with Network members)  
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• A training course based on the educational platform of ITAIPU will be developed 
to raise awareness of the importance of the SDGs. (Lead: UN DESA and ITAIPU 
teams) 

• Technical papers on Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions will be published in 
a dedicated issue of the NRF, a United Nations Sustainable Development Journal. 
The secretariat at UN DESA will share details about requirements and formatting. 
(Lead: Network Members with support from UN DESA) 

• A series of Technical Briefs will be compiled on water-energy innovative 
technological systems. (Lead: UN DESA team with support from Network 
Members) 

• A Network Annual Calendar with designated contact points will be prepared. 
(Lead: UN DESA team) 

• Five events/engagements of the UN DESA-ITAIPU partnership in the margins of 
relevant intergovernmental processes will take place: (1) the 9th World Water 
Forum, 2) Expo Dubai, 3) the 2022 High-Level Political Forum, (4) the 2022 UN 
General Assembly, and (5) COP 27. (Lead: UN DESA and with support from Network 
Members) 

• The Knowledge Platform and Website will be expanded with more case studies 
and information on good practices. (Lead: Network Members with support from 
UN DESA) 

• New multi-stakeholder partnerships and voluntary commitments will be 
mobilized complementing existing ones. (Lead: UN DESA with support of Network 
Members) 

• The Network will be expanded with new members and partners. An outreach 
programme will be conducted to identify potential members representing diverse 
stakeholders and from different world regions. (Lead: UN DESA team) 

• New communication materials will be developed, and social media presence will 
be expanded across relevant platforms. (Lead: UN DESA team) 

 

5. Closing:  Mr. Vera closed the meeting by thanking members for their participation and by 
encouraging members to continue sending information, data and case studies to expand the 
Knowledge Platform as well as ideas for relevant activities to be implemented. Members 
were invited to continue to play an active role in the Network in the future.  
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Annex I – Meeting Agenda 
 

Meeting of the Members of the  
Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions Network 

 
9 March 2022 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Welcome  

2. Introductions  

3. 2021 Annual Report  

4. 2022 Workplan  

5. 2023 – 2026 Tentative Workplan  

6. Financial / In-kind Contributions  

-Members are invited to indicate future contributions to the Network  

7. Discussion and recommendations  

8. Any Other Business (AOB)  

9. Summary of discussion next steps  

10. Closing  
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Annex II – List of Participants 

 
Meeting of the Members of the  

Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions Network 
 

9 March 2022 
 

1. Mr. Manuel Menéndez, Ministry of Ecological Transition, Spain 

2. Mr. Ricardo Medeiros de Andrade, National Water Agency, ANA, Brazil 

3. Mr. Luis Miguel Paiz, ASAZGUA, Guatemala 

4. Mr. Gustavo Paredes, ASAZGUA, Guatemala 

5. Mr. Luis Fernando Salazar, ASAZGUA, Guatemala 

6. Mr. Marco Solares, ASAZGUA, Guatemala 

7. Mr. Stefan Dierks, UNFCCC,  

8. Ms. Lucia de Strasser, UNECE 

9. Mr. Moez Jomaa, SINTEF, Norway 

10. Mr. David Peral Pozo, Canal de Isabel II, Madrid, Spain 

11. Mr. Federico Valles Figueras, Canal de Isabel II, Madrid, Spain 

12. Mr. Samson Tesgaye, Solar Energy Foundation, Ethiopia 

13. Mr. Alex Campbell, International Hydropower Association 

14. Ms. Silvia L. Saravia Matus, ECLAC  

15. Ms. Leena Srivastava, IIASA 

16. Mr. Hal Turton, IAEA 

17. Mr. Andrii Gritsevskyi, IAEA 

18. Mr. Ariel Scheffer da Silva, Itaipu, Brazil 

19. Ms. Ligia Soares, Itaipu Brazil 

20. Ms. Maria Eugenia Alderete, Itaipu Paraguay 

21. Ms. María Haydeé Jiménez García, World Energy Council 

22. Ms. Salma Islam, SolShare 

23. Ms. Nadine Salame, UNDESA 

24. Ms. Isabel Raya, UNDESA 

25. Ms. Merve Kosesoy, UNDESA 

26. Mr. Ivan Vera, UNDESA 

 


