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International Day of Zero Waste 

Thursday, 27 March 2025  

UN General Assembly Hall 

3-6 pm  

Theme: Towards zero waste in fashion and textiles 

 

Programme 

15:00 – 

15:45 

 

 

OPENING SEGMENT 

Visual Show  
 
Opening Remarks 
H.E. Mr. Philémon Yang, President of the Seventy-Ninth Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly  
 
Video on the International Day of Zero Waste (produced by UNEP and UN-Habitat)  
 
Remarks 
Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations 
 
Keynote Address: 
H.E. Ms. Emine Erdoğan, First Lady of the Republic of Türkiye, 
Chair of the UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board of Eminent Persons on Zero 
Waste 
 
Remarks:  

- Ms. Inger Andersen, Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Pro-
gram (UNEP) (PRV)  

- Ms. Anacláudia Rossbach, Executive Director of the United Nations Human Settle-
ments Programme (UN-Habitat) (PRV)  

15:45 – 

16:20 

PANEL DISCUSSION  

“Creating the enabling environment that incentivizes innovative product design and in-
spire consumers”  

Moderator:  
Mr. Jamil Ahmad, Director, UNEP New York 
 
Panellists: 

- Mr. Jose Manuel Moller, Chief Executive Officer and Founder, Algramo (Deputy 
Chair of the SG’s Advisory Board on Zero Waste) 

- Mr. Vijay Jagannathan, Secretary-General, CityNet Asia Pacific 
- Ms. Hakima El Haite, Founder of EauGlobe 
- Mr. Carlos Silva Filho, President, International Solid Waste Association (ISWA) 

16:20-

18:00 

GENERAL DEBATE  

Statements by Member States  
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Panelist Biographies  

Mr. José Manuel Moller 

José Manuel Moller is the Chief Executive Officer and Founder of 

Algramo, a Chilean start-up that focuses on reusing plastic to en-

able economic, social, and environment benefits. With his enter-

prise, he aims to change the world by encouraging customers to 

use reusable plastic containers for household products and re-

shape the waste management landscape in an innovative way. 

Moller received a Champion of the Earth for Entrepreneurial Vision 

award, granted by the United Nations Environment Programme 

(UNEP) in 2023. He is the Deputy Chair of the United Nations Sec-

retary-General’s Advisory Board on Zero Waste. 

 

 
 

Mr. Vijay Jagannathan 

Vijay Jagannathan is the Secretary-General of CityNet and Senior 

Fellow at the World Resources Institute (WRI) Ross Center for 

Sustainable Cities. He is also an Honorary Advisor to the Municipal 

Government of Chengdu. Jagannathan is a prominent figure in 

shaping sustainable development in the Asia-Pacific region, shar-

ing his expertise to support and create low-carbon initiatives and 

develop modern urban planning. Additionally, he has worked at the 

World Bank where he focused on infrastructure and water man-

agement. He participates as a member of the United Nations Sec-

retary-General’s Advisory Board on Zero Waste. 

 

 

Ms. Hakima El Haité  

Hakima El Haité is currently the President of the Private Sector 

Panafrican Alliance for Climate Transition. Hakima El Haité is the 

Founder of EauGlobe, the first environmental engineering firm in 

the Middle East and North Africa region. She served as the Minis-

ter of Environment of Morocco from 2013 to 2017. She was elected 

Vice-President of the United Nations Paris Climate Conference in 

2015 and became the High-Level Climate Champion of the Con-

ference of Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change for COP22. El Haité has been listed multiple times in Apo-

litical’s “100 Most Influential People in Climate Policy” overview. 

She previously served as an advisor to the Zero Waste Initiative of 

the President of Senegal and is participating as a member of the 

United Nations Secretary-General’s Advisory Board on Zero 

Waste. 

 
 

Mr. Carlos Silva Filho 
Carlos Silva Filho is a member of the UN SG’s Advisory Board on 
Zero Waste and the Former President of the International Solid 
Waste Association - ISWA (2020-2024). He serves for more than 
25 years as an active key player in projects addressing waste 
management challenges, for instance contributing to the United 
Nations Environment Programme’s Global Waste Management 
Outlook, as well as the Latin America and Carribean Regional 
Waste Outlook. More recently he was elected as President of the 
Center of Excellence on Climate Change and Circular Economy 
for Latin America and the Caribbean.  
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