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Unlocking finance and partnerships 
for climate and SDG action – how 
can it be done?



2023 UN Global Sustainable 
Development Report 

Halfway to 2030, we are 
far off track on the SDGs



Policy and progress tracking tools

First NDC submissions Updated NDC submissionsNDC-SDG 
Connections 

Tool



SDG impact assessment tools

Wagner, C.C., Veysey, J., Nolan, S.T. and Malley, C. (2022). Overcoming barriers to integrated planning – tools and training for countries to 
combine climate and development aims. SEI discussion brief. http://doi.org/10.51414/sei2022.023



Process and participatory tools

SDG Synergies Industry Transition Roadmaps (LeadIT)



Critical questions for using tools wisely

• Purpose: synergies, or increased focus on trade-offs and goal conflicts?

• Distributional impacts?

• Time perspective?

• Ad hoc or institutionalized use of tools?



Calls to Action
• Establish an SDG Transformation framework  

• National plans, leveraging local government, business and 
civil society plans

• Commit domestic, ODA and private finance and integrate 
SDGs in budgeting

• Use science-based tools to harness synergies, invest in 
data and policy learning

• Build capacities for transformation: training, foresight, public 
engagement, negotiation skills

• Drive transformation through its phases and manage 
interlinkages: key solutions for six entry points, sequence 
interventions, assess interlinkages and spill-overs

• Improve critical, underlying conditions for SDG 
implementation: prevent conflict, ensure fiscal space, focus on 
marginalized groups

• Work with science: invest in evaluation research, global South 
R&D, knowledge sharing



Financing climate and development projects – 
bottlenecks and conditions

Duma et al. (2023) Risk mitigation and transfer for renewable energy investments: Case studies in the Southern Africa Development Community. SEI Report.

Public climate finance: Include SDG 
benefits as core criteria for funding 
proposals and simplify proposal process

Private project finance: build pipeline 
of viable projects, with adequate risk-
adjusted returns and risk mitigation


