Survey - Interim Report of the Expert Group on Beyond GDP

About this consultation
For decades, the world has relied on Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to measure progress. While GDP remains an important indicator of economic activity, it increasingly falls short in capturing the profound transformations our economies have undergone since its creation. Moreover, it tells us little about whether people’s lives are truly improving, whether opportunities are equitably shared, or whether growth is sustainable for future generations and the planet. As the world’s challenges have evolved, so too must the way we measure progress. 
United Nations Member States have called for new approaches that look beyond economic output alone. In response, the UN Secretary-General has appointed an Independent High-Level Expert Group on Beyond GDP to develop a concise set of indicators that can complement GDP and offer a fuller picture of societies' progress and wellbeing.
The Group’s Interim Report presents its emerging vision. To guide the next phase of this work, we are launching an open online consultation to hear from policymakers, researchers, civil society, academia, the private sector, and the general public.
 Your perspectives will help ensure that this global effort reflects the values, priorities, and realities of people and communities everywhere.
By taking part, you will help shape the answer to some of the most fundamental questions of our time: What does progress mean? How should we measure it? And what kind of future do we want to build together?
The survey will be open from 5 to 30 November 2025.
Please only use this word version of the survey if you have difficulties filling out this online survey and send it to beyondgdp@un.org with the subject line “online consultations input”.
Purpose of this survey
This consultation aims to:
· Understand what truly matters to people – how we define progress in our lives, communities, countries and the world.
· Gather feedback on the Expert Group's work so far, including its conceptual framework, proposed domains and guiding principles, as outlined in the Interim Report.
· Hear diverse perspectives on what would help countries and organizations put "beyond GDP" into practice effectively.
Please, provide your answers in any of the six official U.N. languages: Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish.


Consent and data privacy:
By submitting this survey, you consent to the collection and use of your responses for analytical purposes related to the work of the High-Level Expert Group on Beyond GDP. All responses will be treated confidentially and analyzed in aggregate form only. Any personal information provided (such as email address or organizational affiliation) will be used solely for follow-up related to this consultation and will not be shared publicly or for any other purpose.
Acknowledgement: This consultation is carried out through the project "Beyond GDP: Advancing global and national initiatives to develop, compile and integrate beyond-GDP metrics to foster inclusive, sustainable, and forward-thinking policy making" with financial support from the United Nations Peace and Development Trust Fund. 
Personal Information 
· Please indicate the type of organization you are affiliated with:
· Government / Public Sector
· International Organization
· Research or Academic Institution
· Civil society or NGO
· Private sector
· Philanthropy / Foundation
· Other: ______________________

· Which country are you from? _______________________

· Please indicate your gender (optional): 
· Female
· Male
· Other
· Prefer not to answer







· Please indicate your age group (optional):
· Under 18
· 18–24
· 25–34
· 35–44
· 45–54
· 55–64
· 65 or older
· Prefer not to answer

· Please provide your email address (optional, if you wish to stay informed): ____________________________________


Introductory questions
1. What does “progress” mean to you — what indicates that your life/your community/your country/the world is improving? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What are the three things that every country should measure to understand whether it is making real progress? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What role do technological and digital change play in how we should define progress today and moving forward?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What other contemporary changes and challenges need to be captured in how we measure progress over the next 10–30 years?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Feedback on the interim report
The following questions are based on the interim report of the Independent High-Level Expert Group on Beyond GDP. We invite your feedback on key elements of the report. Your insights will help ensure the final recommendations are both robust and widely applicable. The interim report can be accessed here.
5. What elements of the interim report resonated most strongly with you? Why? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6. What parts of the interim report felt unclear, unconvincing, or disconnected from today’s global challenges? Why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Domains and measurement
7. Are there domains or dimensions listed in the interim report (health, education, material wellbeing, subjective wellbeing, social capital, governance, environmental quality) that you feel are particularly essential for progress? Please select up to three.
· Health
· Education
· Material wellbeing
· Subjective wellbeing
· Social capital 
· Governance
· Environmental quality 
Please, explain your choice: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Are there any domains or dimensions you believe are missing — aspects that matter for progress but are not yet represented in the framework? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Putting the framework into practice
9. What changes or additions would make the proposed Beyond GDP framework more relevant to your context? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What risks or barriers might limit the adoption of the proposed Beyond GDP framework in your context?  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Governments should establish binding national targets for well-being and sustainability, as exemplified in the proposed Beyond GDP framework, and be held accountable for progress (e.g. health and education targets, climate targets)?	Comment by Alexander Blackburn: Would suggest we just delete.	Comment by Vincent Stueber: I actually like it a lot - like binding climate targets
For instance: By 2030, our country is required to increase learning outcomes of students by X %.
· Strongly agree
· Agree
· Neutral
· Disagree
· Strongly disagree
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