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(Check against delivery)

Madame Chairperson,

At the outset, I wish to extend our sincere congratulations to you and to your
sisterly country, the Sultanate of Oman, on your assumption of the Chair of this
Committee, as well as to the distinguished Bureau members. We are proud of and
honored by your Chairing of the Committee and we have full confidence in your
ability to efficiently steer its work to success. We express our gratitude and
appreciation to the Under-Secretary-General for Communications and Public
Information and for his valuable efforts and for his informative and comprehensive
statement.

Before proceeding, I wish to affirm that my delegation aligns itself with the
important statement made by the distinguished representative of Fiji on behalf of
the Group of 77 and China.

Madame Chairperson,

The delegation of the State of Palestine reaffirms its appreciation for the
commendable efforts exerted in implementation of the Department of Public
Information’s many important programmes, including the Special Information
Programme on the Question of Palestine. We highly appreciate General
Assembly’s adoption of resolution 67/22 regarding the programme on the Question
of Palestine on 30 November 2012 by an overwhelming majority reaffirming once
again the strong international support for this important programme. This
programme is instrumental in raising and promoting the international community’s
awareness of the question of Palestine and the situation in the Middle East, as well
as in raising awareness of and support for the rights of the Palestinian people,
including their right to self-determination. We believe it is also instrumental in
fostering support for the regional and international efforts to achieve a just, lasting
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and comprehensive solution to the Question of Palestine and the Arab-Israeli
conflict as a whole, based on relevant United Nations resolutions, the Madrid
principles, including the principle of land for peace, the Arab Peace Initiative and
the Quartet Roadmap.

We highly commend the Department of Public Information, especially the
Palestine Section, for carrying out several activities in connection with the Special
Information Programme on the Question of Palestine, including organization of the
annual International Media Seminars on Peace in the Middle East, the latest of
which was held in Geneva in June 2012. We look forward to the next seminar that
will be held in Turkey in June 2013. We also commend DPI for its valuable efforts
in updating the permanent exhibit on the Question of Palestine at UN Headquarters
in New York.

My delegation also wishes to reaffirm the importance of DPI’s continued
provision of assistance to the Palestinian people in the field of media development
through the annual training programme for Palestinian broadcasters and journalists
from the Occupied Palestinian Territory. This valuable training opportunity
effectively contributes to strengthening the media skills and abilities of those
practitioners privileged to be selected, despite the obstacles imposed by Israel, the
occupying Power, via its severe restrictions placed on the Palestinian people in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, particularly the unjust,
illegal siege imposed on the Gaza Strip.

In previous statements before this Committee and the 4™ Committee, we
have called on DPI to undertake the other activities requested by the General
Assembly in relevant resolutions, including the organization and promotion of fact-
finding news missions for journalists to the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, and Israel, and to expand the Department’s collection of
audio-visual materials on the Question of Palestine. We hope that the Palestine
Section in the DPI will receive sufficient funding and staff to enable it to fully
implement its mandate vis-a-vis the Question of Palestine.

Madame Chairperson,

The Israeli occupying forces continue to directly, systematically and
deliberately target Palestinian journalists and media institutions in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, to prevent them from conveying
the grim reality about Israel’s illegal, aggressive and destructive policies and
practices against the Palestinian people. The freedom of expression continues to



be suppressed by Israel through its ongoing campaign of arrests and detention and
use of excessive force against Palestinian and foreign journalists and
photographers covering peaceful civilian demonstrations in Palestinian cities,
towns and villages protesting the Israeli occupation, particularly the colonization of
the Palestinian land and the brutal and inhumane treatment of Palestinian prisoners
and detainees in Israeli prisons.

Here, we recall the killing of three Palestinian journalists by the Israeli
occupying forces during Israel’s aggression against the Gaza Strip in November
2012: Mahmoud Al-Koumi, Hussam Salameh and Mohammed Musa Abu Eisheh.
Most recently, among the many civilians injured in demonstrations, a cameraman
of the Palestine News Network, Mohammed Waleed Al-Azza, was shot by a
rubber bullet as he was covering the confrontations between the occupying forces
and Palestinian protesters in Aida refugee camp in Bethlehem. At the same time,
illegal Israeli settlers also continue their acts of violence, harassment and
intimidation against Palestinian and foreign journalists under the protection of the
Israeli occupying forces with total impunity.

We reiterate our call to this distinguished Committee and international
organizations concerned with journalists’ rights and freedom of the press, to step
up their efforts to protect Palestinian and foreign journalists and to demand a halt
to Israel’s violations against them to ensure that they are able to work without the
repressive limitations of censorship and the threat of military force against them.

Madame Chairperson,

The Telecommunications and Information Technology sector receives great
attention from the Palestinian leadership as it plays a vital role in the development
process. Serious efforts are being exerted in this regard, despite Israeli control of
the communications sector in Palestine, including the Palestinian frequency
spectrum, depriving our people of the right of direct access to communications
services and information technology. In the effort to continuously strengthen our
State institutions, we are working tirelessly to build communications and
information technology networks to reach our people everywhere in the State of
Palestine and to help them overcome the geographical and physical impediments to
normal life and development caused by the occupation and its illegal settlements,
annexation Wall, and suffocating sieges and closures imposed by the occupying
Power.



In closing, we reaffirm our commitment to achieving a peace that will end
the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and
other Arab territories that began in 1967, and enable the Palestinian people to
exercise their inalienable rights, including to self-determination and return, and to
achieve independence of the State of Palestine on the basis of the 4™ of June 1967
borders with East Jerusalem as its capital and its admission as a full member of the
United Nations to take its historical and rightful place among the community of
nations.

Thank you, Madame Chairperson.
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