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Mr. Chairman,

On behalf of the Russian delegation, I wish to congratulate you and the

members of the Bureau upon election to the important post and to thank you for an

efficient organization of the Committee's work. I would also like to express

gratitude for a brilliant demonstration of the DOl's work and a substantive

exchange of opinions held yesterday within the interactive dialogue between the

Department's leadership and national delegations.

Colleagues,

2008 became another important stage in reforming the entire UN

information system, in which the Department of Public Information continues to

playa key role. We believe that in the elapsed period the work of the Department

headed by a pro-active and enterprising leader merits a positive assessment.

In particular, it was justified to make an emphasis on strengthening

partnerships with Member-States, business and academic communities, enhancing

cooperation with the other subdivisions of the Secretariat and the entire system of

UN agencies.

I also wish to single out the work of the Office of the Secretary-General's

Spokesperson, which has become more dynamic and even better satisfying the
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requirements imposed on UN information products both by accredited

correspondentsand end-users - interested audiences in various countries of the

world. In this context, I would also like to mention the initiative of DPI to

transform the UN Chronicle magazine into the UN Affairs. We are ready for

constructive cooperation in its implementation to ensure the principle of parity of

all the official languages of the Organization.

At the same time, we expect that the adaptation of the UN communication

structure to the present-day changing realities will be pursued taking into account

the principle of consistency and transparency in the drafting and implementation of

the plan of further changes on the basis of regular consultations with Member

States and DPI personnel.

I would like to say a few words.on the substantive aspect of DPI activities in

the elapsed period. In our view, it was quite justifiable to accentuate the issues of

development, human rights and peace and security as the principal information and

communication priorities of the Organization.

The DPI activities to cover the role of the Organization in addressing the

repercussions of the world financial and economic crisis should also be given

approval, including in the context of the High-Level Meeting to be held in New

York in early June.

We welcome the efforts by DPI to inform of the measures implemented by

the UN to overcome the global food crisis. In that regard, I wish to bring to the

attention the Russian initiative in that area - the first Global Grain Summit, which

will be held on 6-7 June of this year in St. Petersburg. Russia is convinced that the

forum will contribute to the attainment of the common goal - to elaborate a

package of-Iong-term anti-crisis measures to overcome that negative phenomenon.

In our view, equally important are the issues of inter-civilizational and.

intercultural dialogue, with DPI playing a key role in promoting them. At the 62nd

session of the UN General Assembly, Russia, as a multi-religious and a multi ethnic

state with a unique experience of peaceful coexistence of various ethnic and

religious groups, put forward an initiative to create under the auspices of the UN a
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Consultative Council of Religious. We hope for a constructive discussion of that

initiative at the UN and among religious leaders. It appears highly relevant in the

context of the year 2010 declared by the UN General Assembly as the International

Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures.

We note the growing proportion of DPI materials on climate change, human

rights, development and peacekeeping.

In several days, on 9 May, we will mark the 64th anniversary of the Great

Victory in World War II and celebrate those who saved the world from Hitlerism,

which claimed the lives of millions of people. The crimes committed by the Nazis

and their accomplices have no limitation period, and we would like DPI to pay

more attention to that issue in its work, especially given the erosion of historical

memory we .observe in some countries, which manifests itself in attempts to acquit

their compatriots who fought under the same banner with Hitler's forces invoking

the high ideals of national liberation movement. It is time to remind the leaders of

those countries that this policy runs counter to the obligation of States Members of

the UN.

In its bilateral relations and in the international arena, Russia will decisively

oppose attempts to falsify and re-write history to. suit certain political trends. For

the third consecutive year at the initiative of the Russian delegation, the General

number of supporters.

It is important for us that DPI in its outreach activities, which actively

involve various segments of civil society, does not distort the outcome of World

War II and preserves the memory of victims of Nazism and soldiers-liberators

alike.

We wish to note our constructive cooperation with DPI in the framework of

outreach events on the. Holocaust, with the memorial ceremony at the UN

Headquarters on 27 January, International Holocaust Remembrance Day, as the

Assembly has adopted the resolution "Inadmissibility of certain practices that

contribute to fuelling contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination,

xenophobia and related intolerance", which every year attracts an increasing
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central focus. For the first time, a Russian-speaking veteran, the President of the

American Association of World War II Invalids and Veterans Leonid Rosenberg

addressed the ceremony. We hope that inviting Russian-speaking World War II

veterans to participate in DPI events of that kind will become a tradition. We are

also grateful to DPI for its assistance in holding the briefing "Lessons of the

Holocaust and the Present" with the participation of the leading Russian and

American NGOs - the Moscow Bureau for Human Rights and the American

Forum of the World Congress of the Russian Jewry.

Weare grateful to the UN Secretary-General for his participation In

launching Russia's project "The Golden Series of Lectures by Outstanding

Political and Public Figures" during his visit to Moscow this March. It is very

symbolic that it was Mr. Ban Ki-moon's lecture that marked the start of the

project, which aims at videotaping lectures by leading politicians and scholars

f international fame and disseminating them in the six official languages of

the UN.

I cannot fail to take note of DPI's efforts to popularize UN activities among

the young. In Russia, this is, first and foremost, the UN Model, a role play-

simulation of a General Assembly meeting, which has been held in our country

since 2009 with the participationof the UN Associationof Russia. On 13April of

this year, Moscow State Institute of Foreign Relations hosted the lOthUN Model.

Mr. Kiyotaka Akasaka, United Nations Under-Secretary General, head of DPI,

took part in its opening ceremony. Over 500 young men and women from 29

countries participated in the Model.

I would like to say a few words on the communication and technical aspect

of DPI activities. In particular, we note with satisfaction considerable progress in

the practical implementation of the principle of multilingualism of the UN web-

site, which at the same time has become more informative and attractive in terms

of design. Yet a lot remains to be done in that. area on the web-sites of other UN

bodies.
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We welcome last October's launch of the web-site in the six official

languages, which has brought together all the 63 information centers of the

Organization.

Weare satisfied with the measures to further modernize UN radio and

television and to develop webcasts. We welcome DPI's intensified activities to

take stock of and digitalize the unique photo and video archives of the

Organization.

I should also mention the fruitful quality work of UN Radio Russian

Service, which since 2006 has been broadcasting its programmes in the Russian

language in Moscow, the Moscow region and St Petersburg on the waves of the

Global Radio Network. We take particular note of the constructive interaction

between the Russian service of UN Radio and the leading radio station the Voice of

Russia.

We approve of the ongoing optimization of the activities of DPI's regional

offices and related enhanced focus on the use of state-of-the-art information

technologies. The active and creative work of the UN Information Center in

Moscow is a good example of this. I would like to particularly note the Center's

efforts to cover such issues as accessibility of information and communication

technologies for people with disabilities, social responsibility of corporations in a

time of crisis, human rights, memory of the Holocaust victims, etc.

We approve of the efforts by the DPI leadership to develop partnerships with

non-governmental/non-profit organizations. Regular briefings held for them at the

UN Headquarters have become more informative, and annual DPI/NGO

conferences are an invaluable opportunity for associated NGOs to broaden their

contacts, enhance their awareness of activities of both the UN and its partnership

organizations in other parts of the world. It is gratifying that DPI leadership has

grown more mindful of opinions of Member States and Information Centers on the

ground with regard to choosing participants in those events.

We commend the development of the regional dimension of UN

communication activities. In the elapsed period, a series of regional meetings were
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held in the Arab region, in Africa and Latin America. Weare aware of the proposal

made by the Moscow Infonnation Center to hold a similar meeting to discuss the

prospects for UN public infonnation in Central and Eastern Europe and the CIS

countries. In our view, that initiative should be supported.

In accordance with GA Resolution 62/87, the implementation of the capital

master plan of the Secretariat building renovations has begun. We hope that

throughout the entire period of renovations the level and range of services provided

by the Department of Public Information will be adequately maintained.

Mr. Chairman,

As before, we wish to assure you that our delegation looks forward to

constructive cooperation with you, the members of the Bureau, States Members of

the Committee and DPI staff to improve UN activities on the information track.

Thank you.


