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M, Chairimon,

Lt mio begin by congratulaling you on your sssamption of the Chairmanship of this committee. 1T alu wish
o thank vour predecessor, Mr, BEndolf Chrsten, for his commendable stewardship duning previous session, |
would also like lo express our appreeistion for the work and elTorls ol the Depariment of Public Informetion

(EI AR
M Chatrman,

Tast veur, we were shocked by e altack againat the United Mations in Algena, The incident sigaaled us that
there exists misperception about the work of the United Mations. I reminded us bow important it is Tor the
United Mations 1o elemly deliver ils message -~ what 0 worka Toe and whom it works for - do the Iecals as
well as the plobal public. Only when the peoples understand better and svinpathize with the United Nations,
will itg ponls wod setivides be more attaimable, s noother bot the peoples for whom e Lnited Mations
exniEs,

This task of letting e world know about the United Manons is the responsibilivy of this Committes and the
mandate of the Depariment of Public Information (DR, That 5 why the Republic of Korea hos alwiyvs
attached greal importanee 1o the work of the P

Mr. Chadrinan,

My delepation supports the efforls of the DPU o owark maore eileiently, Inoparticular, T would like o
commend DP['s efforts to maximize public impact by identifving four prierity themes of dovelopment, peace




and security, humen rights aod elimate chanpge in iy strategice communication plan, and by maintuining o
good balance between new and traditional means of communications, For instance, il has wisely utilized the
wieb to approach the public in countries with good Internet connections.

Spotlighting the activites of the Secretary-General would also imcrease public impact, considering his
symibolic stalus in representing the United Mations. The DP1 should work intimately with the Offiee of the
Spokesperson of the Secretary-General and  strengthen information sharing and  coordination of
COMMLETCRON campaigng,

With regards 1o the United Nations Peacekeeping Operations (PEO), my delegation would like o commend
the efforts made by the DPI to provide communications support and guidanee to the Department of Peace
Keeping Operations (DPKO) and the Department of Field Suppert (DFS) in highlighting their invaluable
efforts fo maintuin security in conflict and post-conflict arcas. AL the sume tme, considering that misconduct
of few personne] could unjustly damage the credibility of the entire UN svstem, 1 would like 1o call for the
DPT 1o werk more elosely with the DPFKO in belter informing the public about the activities and gonls ol

peacckeeping operations.

Concerning the Thnited Mations [nformation Centers (UNICs), we helieve that the network of UNICs is
essentially the public information hub of the United Nations, [t plavs a key role in disseminating (he
messages of the LN and in building relationships with the local public and media. It is noteworthy that the
T of UNICs has recently taken a more rationalized and creative approach in its regional activitics, such as
partnerships with host governments, civil socicty, and local media outlets, 'm of the view that UNICs are
most useful 1o those commmunities where information lechnologies ave not readily available or where one ol
the six official UN languages is not widely spoken. Aceondingly, we liope the mtionalization of the UNICs
will be done in such a way lo eohance the Organization’s outreach w0 those Member States currently outside
the seope of the DPL Utilizing the henefits of information technology and the wdvancement of
communications environment in some regions, it is high time we search ways lo maximize the scope of the
heneliciaries of nformation serviees with minimum cost.

The United Mations wehsite hos been the main source of information on activities of the LN, and we
commend the DPL's efforts for continued improvement. We note the DPI's efforts (o foster parity among six
official languages and o enhance aceessibility for the disabled. However, given the limitation ol resources,
my delegation feels that it would be practical 10 focus on more widely wsed langunge in strengthening the LN
wehsite,

tir. Chaimman,

Let me conclude by expressing the Republic of Korea's decp appreciation for the DPI's efforts and
achievements in promoting the work ol the United Nations. However, my delegation notes that the UN s
burdened with o varicty of challenging issues doily, from peace and security to development ond
envirenmental issues, The international community has a high expectation for the role of the Organization to
pesalve thiese dgsues, The stark realily is thal trast for the UM will decline il there is a pap belween
expectation and performance, The LN will not be able to achieve its goals without frst gamenng the support
el cooperstion ol the glabal pulblic; the DPL most establish itsell ns the most effective bridge-huoilder

Between the LM dnd the peoples.

Thank o,




