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The Urgent Need for a New Compass

The world is facing a paradox. Decades of economic growth have not translated into a shared sense of progress. Many people feel
left behind, trust in institutions has weakened, and environmental pressures are intensifying. GDP captures economic output, but
it misses much of what people value — and does not count what counts: whether lives are improving, whether opportunities are
shared, and whether the planet can sustain future generations. This growing disconnect urgently calls for a new, better compass.

A Concrete, Immediate Proposal
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Group presents the first global blueprint to address
this call. At its core is a Beyond GDP dashboard—a
limited set of indicators that countries can use SR QQ Rl ineaueliies 0 Natural capital
immediately to complement GDP.
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The dashboard is grounded in three foundational
principles—peace, human rights, and respect for
the planet—and organized around current well- ey
being, equity and inclusion, and sustainability

and resilience. It tracks both outcomes today and
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institutional, and natural capitals that underpin

future well-being. It puts people and planet
at the centre.

Quality of institutions

the dashboard in policy- and decision-making, governments and civil
society will be better placed to set priorities, manage trade-offs, and
The dashboard builds on the SDGs and can be assess whether policies improve lives today without compromising
adapted to national contexts. By embedding the future, using a more comprehensive footing than GDP alone.

Next Steps for Implementing Beyond GDP

This report marks a milestone in a generational process. Moving beyond overreliance on GDP will require sustained effort over time
with all hands on deck from governments, statisticians, international organizations, civil society and beyond. Some recommendations
can be implemented now; others will require time, resources, iteration, and, above all, political commitment.

In the immediate next stage after the presentation of the report, a UN-led intergovernmental process will discuss how to take
this agenda forward. Country pilots will test and refine the dashboard; and implementation can begin immediately across
governments, the multilateral system, and wider society.

Learn more: www.un.org/en/beyondGDP
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