World Autism Awareness Day

Autism and Humanity — Every Life Has Value
Virtual Event: Thursday, 2nd April 2026 | 9:00 — 3:40 p.m. EDT

09:00 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks
Melissa Fleming, Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications, UN
Charlotte Valeur, CEO Institute of Neurodiversity ION

09:10 a.m. Reframing the Narrative: From Cure to Shared Future
KEYNOTE: Brian Bird (Europe)

PANEL

Moderator: Charlotte Valeur (Europe)
Dr Clarisse Fortes (Latin America)
Shaheda Moosa (Africa)

Sudhansu Grover (Asia)

KEYNOTE: Fatima de Kwant (Europe)

10:10 a.m. WAAD China
KEYNOTE: Damien Green (Asia)

10:20 a.m. BREAK

10:50 a.m. Innovation and Enterprise
KEYNOTE: Ben Branson (Europe)

PANEL

Moderator: Victoria Burnip (Europe)
Alan Day (North America)

Liani Baylis (Oceania)

Kate Wardle (Africa)

Melisa Mufioz (Latin America)

The 2026 WAAD event is organized by the Institute of Neurodiversity (ION), with the support
of the United Nations Department of Global Communications.



——

11:45 a.m. Arts, Culture & Sports
KEYNOTE: Ishmael Burdeau (North America)

PANEL

Moderator: Flavia Callafange (Latin America)
Amrit Khurana (Asia)

Leticia Sabatella (Latin America)

Joao Carlos Costa (Europe)

Kelly Smith (Latin America)

Swara Swami (Asia)

Nishant Sriram (Asia)

01:00 p.m. BREAK

01:30 p.m. Education and Community
KEYNOTE: Daniel Jones (Europe)

PANEL

Moderator: Hana Saemon-Beck (Asia)
Dr Emile Gouws (Africa)

Dr Tony Lloyd (Europe)

Aditi Sowmyanarayan (Asia)

02:10 p.m. Global Youth Voices
KEYNOTE: Hari Srinivasan (North America/Asia)
PANEL
Moderator: Charlotte Valeur (Europe)
Ayanwole Boluwatife Joshua (Africa)
Vincent Obisie-Orlu (Africa)
Hector Mendonca Ishikawa (North America)
Martin Cortes Araneda (Latin America)

03:40 p.m. Closing Remarks

Prof. Charlotte Valeur (Europe)

The 2026 WAAD event is organized by the Institute of Neurodiversity (ION), with the
support of the United Nations Department of Global Communications..
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