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Your Excellency Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, 

Excellencies,  

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 It is an immense honour for me to serve as President of the Eleventh Review 
Conference of the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

 At this meaningful moment, I am profoundly grateful to my country, Viet Nam 
- a nation shaped by resilience and independence, by the tireless pursuit of peace, 
and an enduring belief in dialogue over confrontation, diplomacy over violence. 

 Allow me to express my sincere gratitude to the Non-Aligned Movement and 
to all States Parties for the confidence you have placed in me.  

I am deeply mindful of the responsibility entrusted, and I will carry it out with 
much humility and a full sense of duty to all. 

 Excellencies,  

 For more than half a century, the NPT has played a vital role in curbing the 
spread of nuclear weapons, advancing nuclear disarmament and promoting the 
peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

 As a crucial part of the NPT regime, Review Conferences have served as our 
points of reference on both where we stand and where we must go. They have guided 
our collective path toward the aspiration of a world free of nuclear weapons. 



Yet today, that path is less certain.  

We meet at a time of rising global tensions, disrupted dialogue, and eroding 
trust.  

Global military spending continues to set new records every year for the last 
decade. Nuclear arsenals are being modernized and expanded. The faltering of arms 
control presents a disruption of trust and dialogue.  

The ideas of using nuclear weapons are no longer confined to the most 
extreme scenarios in classified war plans.  

Likewise, the possibility of acquiring nuclear weapons are openly discussed, 
as if the legal norms against it do not exist. 

And it has now been fifteen years since we – collectively as NPT States Parties 
– pronounced our commitment to and vision for the NPT regime in the form of a 
consensus substantive outcome.  

This is a reality we must face with honesty.  

Excellencies, 

The NPT process remains unique. It brings together the vast majority of 
United Nations Member and Observer States, including all permanent members of 
the Security Council. Its legitimacy and central role in international peace and 
security is undisputed.  

But legitimacy cannot rest on existence alone. Without continuous and 
renewed efforts, the Treaty risks becoming a relic of the past – only respected at will, 
and no longer guides the actions of states.   

Throughout my consultations with States Parties over the last seven months, 
I have heard in no uncertain terms that all of us remain committed to the objectives 
of the Treaty. Each of us, in our own way, is striving to avert a nuclear catastrophe.  

This is reason enough to find ways to move beyond entrenched divisions and 
resist the quiet acceptance of failures as the new normal, to rebuild trust and 
rediscover a shared sense of responsibility, however difficult that may be in the 
present moment. 



We must work to preserve and strengthen the relevance and authority of the 
NPT – so that it not only continue to exist, but can guide us away from the 
catastrophe that nuclear war may bring.  

We should not expect this Conference to resolve the underlying strategic 
tensions of our time or settle the disputes and conflicts that are plaguing many 
regions. 

But a balanced outcome that reaffirms core commitments and sets out 
practical steps forward would strengthen the integrity of the NPT and convey the 
continued shared commitment to and relevance of the Treaty.  

I therefore urge all delegations to approach the coming weeks with 
constructiveness, flexibility, and a genuine willingness to engage.  

Let us work together to advance substantive, forward-looking discussions – 
ones that respond to the realities of today and safeguard our future tomorrow.  

For my part, as President of this Conference, and building on the work of the 
past months, I am committed to ensuring a transparent and inclusive process that can 
drive meaningful progress and deliver a clear and credible message.  

Excellencies, colleagues, 

This is not just another Review Conference. The success or failure of this 
Conference will have implications way beyond these halls and these next five years. 

The prospects of a new nuclear arms race are looming over us, the scale of 
which we are yet to fathom.  

The prospects of a world without an effective, functioning NPT regime would, 
in all likelihood, be one where regional rivalries increasingly have nuclear 
dimensions, where the taboo against nuclear use erodes further, and where  collective 
security is diminished by the potential spread of nuclear weapons. 

These are not prospects that we want for ourselves, and for our children.  

So, ladies and gentlemen, let’s get to work.  

I thank you./.  


