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The Highest Virtue Resembles Water
A Painting and Calligraphy Exhibition in Celebration of the 2023 United Nations Chinese Language Day

According to the Chinese lunar calendar, 2023 is “the Year of Water Rabbit”. In Chinese culture, rabbits
are associated with the virtues of agility, diligence, intelligence, harmony, compassion and courage.
Similarly, water is considered virtuous as it nourishes all things without competing with them. As stated
in Laozi's Tao Te Ching: "The highest virtue resembles water which benefits all things without competing



with them". Therefore, rabbits and water have long been used to praise selflessness and noble virtues
such as generosity, tolerance and humility.

To celebrate this year's United Nations Chinese Language Day, the Permanent Mission of the People’s
Republic of China to the United Nations, Chinese Translation Service of the Documentation Division of the
Department of General Assembly Affairs and Conference Management and the UNSRC Chinese Book
Club have jointly organized a painting and calligraphy exhibition entitled "The Highest Virtue Resembles
Water". The exhibition features paintings and calligraphic works by artists C. C. Wang, Tai Xiangzhou,
Arnold Chang, Michael Cherney, Cai Dong, Wang Mansheng, Chen Duxi, Yau Wing Fung, Zhang Xiaoli,
Cheng Ye and Wang Jingqi. Through these works, the exhibition seeks to express the symbolic meanings
of water and rabbits in traditional Chinese culture and emphasize the important role of water in
sustainable development.



