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Your Excellency Secretary-General Guterres, Excellencies, 

Today, we are facing various global issues such as COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, economic disparities, and rising authoritarianism seen in Russian invasion of Ukraine.

In order to face today’s challenges head-on and build a more prosperous society, I aim to realize a "New Form of Capitalism" that will transform our society into a more resilient and sustainable one in which we can address various social issues while maintaining economic growth.
 This goal is compatible with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

In this “New Form of Capitalism,” we place “investment in human resources” at its core with an aim to bring about the full potential of each individual and develop human resources that can demonstrate creativity during major changes such as the Digital and Green Transformation.

 Japan is the country which first proposed the idea of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).　 Nurturing the creators of a sustainable society through ESD is also extremely important for the realization of a “New Form of Capitalism.” We will continue to promote ESD and lead the world in this area.

In order to transform education in Japan based on "New Form of Capitalism”, the Government of Japan would like to promote the following initiatives.

The first initiative is “Realization of education that leaves no one behind.” such as:
· Establishment of the “Children and Families Agency” which will be placed directly under the Prime Minister, giving top priority to initiatives and policies relating to children, 
· Continuous promotion of the GIGA School Program by which we distribute one device to each student at almost every elementary and junior high school, and
· Expanding the provision of higher education grants and tuition fee exemptions to cover the middle-income group such as high-need households with multiple children and students in the fields of science, engineering and agriculture and creating a scholarship loan system which allows flexible repayment considering life events.




The second is “Further improve the quality of education” In concrete terms, we focus on:
· Emphasizing the role of schools which guarantee not only learning opportunities and academic ability, but also the holistic development and safe and secure connections with others, and a safety net,
· Promotion of integrated education on natural sciences and humanities and STEAM education which crosses the boundaries of subjects and helps equip students to utilize learning to identify and solve problems in the real world, and
· Development of global human resources by restructuring student exchanges utilizing advantages offered by distance and online education, and fostering innovative human resources who tap into digitalization at universities etc.

In addition to initiatives for domestic education, Japan will work on international educational support so that no one is left behind by providing assistance worth over 1.5 billion U.S. dollars to support developing countries, as well as providing support for girls' education, support for school meals, and humanitarian assistance to Ukraine and neighboring countries. By implementing these efforts, we promise to continue to make our utmost efforts to realize the well-being of all children around the world.

Thank you.
