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Title: Electric mobility in Latin America and the Caribbean: vision, targets, and progress. 

Date and time: Thursday October 14 19:00 - 20:00 GMT-5 / Friday October 15 8:00 - 09:00 

(AM) GMT+8 

Short description: 

This session aims to present the challenges and opportunities for electric transportation in 

different Latin American and Caribbean countries by providing an overall status of the region 
and highlighting the advances in e-mobility of Argentina, Panamá, Cuba, Costa Rica and 

Chile. The panelists will share about the progress of electric mobility in their countries, their 

goals for the future, and the main obstacles to obtain the decarbonization of the transport 
sector. 

Argentina will address the development of its National Electric Mobility Strategy and its 
interest in hydrogen and progress related to the extraction and modification of lithium. 

Panama will share about the implementation of their National Electric Mobility Strategy, the 

creation of specialized working groups and the introduction of electric buses in their mass 
transit system (Mibus). Cuba will present its approach to electric mobility on the island and 

its pilot taxi project which consists of locally designed and assembled electric three-

wheelers. Chile will present its recent national electric mobility strategy and its 
implementation, which has focused on the electric buses’ deployment in the capital city and 

around the country. Finally, Costa Rica will present the results and output of the electric 

mobility incentives and promotion law, its national experience with electric mobility 
demonstration projects and the next steps that the country is taking to fulfill the carbon 

neutrality goals. 

Assistants:  

• Argentina - Transport Ministry – Director of environmental impact, Gustavo Rinaldi 

• Panamá –National Secretary of Energy, Energy Director – Guadalupe Gonzalez  

• Cuba –Transport Ministry – Subsecretary, Osvaldo Reyes  

• Costa Rica - Ministry of Environment and Energy, Subsecretary – Ronaldo Castro  

• Chile - Energy Ministry, Chief of Sustainable Energy Division - Gabriel Prudencio 

Resume of the session:  

The session’s objective was to show the vision, challenges, and opportunities for electric 

transportation in the Latin America and Caribbean region and highlight specific cases from 
some countries.  



 
The session started by showcasing four main trends that shape the vision of electric 
mobility in the region:  

1. Environmental commitments: As of 2021, 27 of the 33 countries in the region have 

prioritized the transport sector to achieve their emission reduction goals in the first 
edition of their NDCs. 

2. Sector coupling: There are many new businesses and opportunities for 
transformation in the energy, transport, and digitization sectors. New and different 

stages in the various value chains 

3. Just transition: Governments must consider “the demands of a fair reconversion of 
the workforce and the creation of decent work and quality jobs in accordance with 

nationally defined development priorities.” It is estimated that 88 million direct jobs in 

the transportation sector and 30 in the energy sector will be impacted by the 

transition to zero and low carbon society. 

4. Opportunities in the region: the region owns 60% of lithium and 40% of copper. The 

automotive industry represents 8% of world production. The LAC region has more 
than 84 million vehicles of different categories. 

All five countries representatives explained their strategic view over the national electric 

mobility sector. Argentina is heavily focused on developing the national electric vehicle 
automotive industry as an opportunity to achieve ICE vehicles phase-out by 2041. Panamá 

talked about the energy and transport sector relationship and coupled transition strategy, 
including energy security. Cuba stated the national constitution mandate for a clean 

environment. They expressed several electrification objectives, including 45% of the total 

fleet being electric in 2030 by introducing 56,000 electric vehicles, expecting 17,000 to be 
nationally made. Chile presented the advances on their national electric mobility strategy 

(which was just released in October 2021) and emphasized the holistic vision and capacity 

building needs. Costa Rica showed their national legal arrangement to promote transport 
electrification, including the regulation for importing used electric vehicles, which impacted 

in having 3% of the sales being electric in 2020.  

Apart from having different views, approaches, and opportunities for electric mobility, the 
five countries emphasized few common aspects. The most important is national and 

regional coordination and cooperative work to advance quickly towards electrification. 

Secondly, their advance and need for holistic policies and regulations to foster the 
electrification while leveraging the national opportunities, including national industrial 

development linked to the post-COVID green recovery path. Thirdly, the sector coupling and 

the energy security that could be gained from the electrification process. And finally, they 
all foresee two main aspects to reinforce, capacity building activities both for EV users as 

well as manufacturing and maintenance; and efficient and profound public communication 
enhancement to transmit the message of the importance of transport electrification.  

 


