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DRAFT CONCEPT  

UNRSF SIDE EVENT 

SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

 

A world where roads are safe for every road user, everywhere 

 

In the context of the 2nd UN Global Transport Conference 

 

15th October 2021, 3.30 pm (CET) 

Beijing, China (virtual event) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The high-level discussion will be organized as a virtual side-event of the Second United 
Nations Global Sustainable Transport Conference to be held in Beijing, China. 

 
This session will bring together well-known personalities from diverse backgrounds and 
expertise who will discuss the main road safety challenges their countries are currently facing 
and highlight the role advocacy could play to improve road safety. 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The second UN Global Sustainable Transport Conference, to be held these 14-16 October 2021 in 

Beijing, will provide an opportunity to focus attention on the opportunities, challenges and 

solutions towards achieving sustainable transport worldwide. It will follow up on the first Global 

Sustainable Transport Conference, held in 2016 in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, and is expected to 

indicate a way forward for sustainable transport to help achieve the objectives of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on climate change in the Decade of Action. 

In this context, the UNRSF is submitting its suggestion to organise side-event to be organized on 

the margins of the UN Global Sustainable Transport Conference. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/Global-Sustainable-Transport-Conference-2016
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/Global-Sustainable-Transport-Conference-2016
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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The side-event will be held in virtual format and will be related to Conference’s theme: 
“Sustainable Transport, Sustainable Development”, as well as well as its thematic session 1:  
Sustainable transport, poverty eradication, livelihoods, and economic recovery. 
 

TITLE 

SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

A world where roads are safe for every road user, everywhere 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE SIDE EVENT 

• Demonstrating that addressing road safety is part of the solution for sustainable 

transport., poverty eradication, livelihoods and economic recovery 

• Identify challenges in developing countries and good practices for safe and sustainable 

transport 

• Launch new UNRSF safe and sustainable mobility projects (in Afghanistan, Armenia, 

Azerbaijan, Colombia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Mozambique, Guinea, Iran, Paraguay, 

Philippines, Tunisia, Lebanon) 

• Raise awareness about road safety at the global and national level of targeting 

developing countries 

• Raise the visibility of the activities of the UNRSF and implementing partners from 

governments, corporations, civil society and academia. 

 

DATE 

15 October, 3:30 p.m. CET 

 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENT 

The event will highlight how challenging it is to prioritize road safety at the time of world 

health, political, economic and social crisis. It will give the voice to representative of 

developing countries of civil , national celebrities, coming mainly from the civil society from 

developing countries where it could be challenging to get public attention, invest in road 

safety and where UNRSF is implementing sustainable road safety projects.  

 

Despite the World context, addressing the risk of fatalities and injuries in road traffic is 

fundamental to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and reduce poverty, 

specifically those affecting health security (SDG 3.6 to halve road traffic deaths by 2030), 

sustainable cities (SDG 11.2  to access to safe, affordable, accessible and sustainable transport 

systems for all),  but also for economic recovery, considering the impact of road safety crashes 
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on economic and social growth. Road traffic deaths are a global challenge for global prosperity, 

and it costs most countries 3% of their gross domestic product (WHO). 

 

With the new Decade of action for road safety and its Global plan 2021-2030, road safety is 

at the heart of the SDG agenda and it now important to work together with the 

international community, Member States , the civil society and the private sector to identify 

the best solutions for safe and sustainable mobility and to mobilize further investments for 

road safety. 

 

SPEAKERS 

Welcome words: 

Ms Olga Algayerova, Executive Secretary of UNECE -confirmed 

Mr Jean Todt, UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for Road Safety – confirmed 

Ms. Zoleka Mandela, Road Safety Activist and Founder of the Zoleka Madela Foundation (TBC) 
 

 

Panellists (TBC): 

 

• Mr. Rahman Rezaei, Former Iranian national football team player UNECE -confirmed 

• Ms. Mercedes Barriocanal, Paraguayan journalist, UNICEF Ambassador-confirmed 

• Ms. Seble Samuel, Ethiopian Young activist, Geographer 

• Mr. Farhad Darya, Afghan singer, composer, philanthropist, UNDP Goodwill 
Ambassador 

• Mr. Sergey Ghahramanyan, Armenian Activist, founder of “Driver’s friend”- 
confirmed  

• Mr. Julian Arbelaez, Culninary Chef, Colombia 

 

Moderator: 

• Ms Nneka Henry, Head of the UNRSF Secretariat- confirmed 

 

PARTNERS OF THE SIDE EVENT 

• UN implementing partners (11 UN agencies) 

 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

ABOUT THE UNRSF 

Established in 2018, the United Nations Road Safety Fund (UNRSF) aims at substantially 

reducing death and injuries from road crashes in low and middle-income countries. Pursuant 
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to the UN General Assembly resolutions 70/260 and 74/299 proclaiming a new Decade of 

Action for Road Safety, the UNRSF is as an innovative pooled fund gathering so far 16 private 

and public donors. Anchored in a Global Framework Plan of Action for Road, the Fund has the 

capacity to leverage and mobilize resources to address critical gaps in national road safety 

system.   

 

The vision of the UN Road Safety Fund is to build a world where roads are safe for every road 

user, everywhere. All road users, regardless of where they live or what they earn, should be 

safe when they use the world’s roads, whether they are working, or going to school, or using 

the roads for leisure.  

 

The mission of UNRSF is to finance and leverage further funding for high-impact projects 

based on established and internationally recognized best practices that increase road safety 

and minimize and eventually eliminate road crash trauma for all road users.  

 

As a unique and multi-stakeholder financing instrument, the Fund gathers concerned UN 

organizations, governments, private sector, academia and civil society under one umbrella 

and for common purpose. By bringing together these actors for joint action the Fund also 

aims to unify and coordinate priorities for road safety efforts in low- and middle-income 

countries. 

 

After three years since its establishment and three Calls for proposals, the UNRSF is 

financing 25 projects with a significant and a sustainable impact on road safety, implemented 

by 11 UN agencies,  covering 4 regions, in more than 30  low- and middle-income countries, 

ranging from improving design for active mobility, capacity building, harmonization of 

minimum safe and green standards for used vehicles, policy and law enforcement to 

strengthening data collection systems and protecting the most vulnerable on the roads, such 

as children or women.   

 

 

 

https://unece.org/DAM/trans/roadsafe/docs/A-70-260e.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/299

