
Expression of Interest for a Side Event at the UN Conference on Sustainable Transport 

Programme / Partner 

  

Sustainable Mobility for All (SuM4All) Partnership 

SuM4All partnership comprising 55 organizations- development 

banks, UN agencies, civil society, inter-governmental organizations, 

and private companies- including; FCDO/Climate Compatible Growth 

Program; German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (BMZ); KfW; Air Transport Action Group (ATAG); 

European Cyclists’ Federation (ECF); FIA Foundation; Global Alliance 

of NGOs for Road Safety; Institute for Transportation and 

Development Policy (ITDP); International Federation of Pedestrians 

(IFP); International Road Assessment Programme (iRAP); International 

Road Federation (IRF); International Road Transport Union (IRU); 

International Transport Workers' Federation; International Union of 

Railways (UIC); MobiliseYourCity; Paris Process on Mobility and 

Climate (PPMC); Partnership on Sustainable Low Carbon Transport 

(SLoCaT); POLIS; Red Dot; Union Internationale des Transports Publics 

(UITP); Walk 21; World Bicycle Relief; World Road Association - PIARC; 

World Cycling Alliance; REN21; Transaid; Mobilitydata; 

Transformative Urban Mobility Initiative (TUMI); International Energy 

Agency (IEA); International Transport Forum at the OECD (ITF-OECD); 

SEforALL; Asian Development Bank (ADB); Banco de Desarrollo de 

América Latina (CAF); Inter American Development Bank (IDB); Islamic 

Development Bank (IsDB); World Bank (WB); Sustainable Transport 

Africa; Fédération Internationale de l'Automobile (FIA); Michelin; 

World Business Council for Sustainable Development; Despacio; 

World Resources Institute (WRI); International Civil Aviation 

Organization (ICAO); International Maritime Organization (IMO); UN 

Conference on Trade & Development (UNCTAD); UN Department of 

Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA); UN Economic Commission for 

Europe (UNECE); UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 

the Pacific (UNESCAP); UN Office of the High Representative for the 

Least Developed Countries Landlocked Developing Countries and 

Small Island Developing States (UN-OHRLLS); World Health 

Organization (WHO); GoMetro 

 

SuM4all has been an important contributor to the Inter-Agency 

Report for the Second Global Conference on Sustainable Transport. 

http://sum4all.org/


Focal point for the event 

(full name, Email & phone 

extension) 

Emiye Gebre Egziabher Deneke / edeneke@worldbank.org / +1 703 

859 5818 

 

Title of the event 

  

Challenges and Opportunities of Equitable Transition towards 

Transport Decarbonization  in the Global South 

Thematic Session Our session fits under thematic sessions 4 and 5: 

● Thematic session 4: Sustainable transport and green 

development: climate change mitigation, adaptation and 

resilience 

● Thematic session 5: Policies for sustainable transport   

Date and time (including 

time zone) of side event 

Proposed date and time: 

● 15 October:  9.30am-11:00am Eastern Standard Time (EST)/ 

9.30pm-11:00pm China Standard Time(CST);  

 

Description of the event 

(format) 

  

In order to meet UN Paris Agreement targets, transport CO2 emissions 

would need to be reduced by 70 to 80% by 2050 compared to 2015 

levels. Within transport, global road transportation accounts for 

three-quarters of transport emissions. An increasing number of High 

Income Countries are pushing for domestic ‘net zero’ targets; it is 

envisaged that a rapid increase in the uptake of electric vehicles (EVs) 

will significantly reduce carbon emissions. In terms of EV uptake, and 

as expected, it has been largest in countries in the Global North and in 

China and India (e-buses, electric 2/3W). However, the drive to 

electromobility does not work for all, and for some countries (often 

the poorest) there is an inability to transition and they could be left 

behind. 

  

The objective of the event is to engage and consult with countries in 

the Global South on the draft discussion paper produced by the 

Sustainable Mobility for All partnership for COP26 : Electromobility in 

the Global South: An Equitable Transition toward Road Passenger 

Transport Decarbonization.  

 

This side event will help to draw more attention to the role of electric 

vehicles in Lower and Middle Income Countries and discuss 

opportunities and risks for a transition to EV in the Global South. The 

objective of the side event would be to identify key policy actions to 



enhance electric mobility in the global south, enabling better and 

safer access for all. With most of the discourse on electromobility 

focusing on the global north, this debate is seen as an important 

contribution to the 2nd Conference on Sustainable Transport to ensure 

the perspective and voice of the global south in the scaling of electric 

vehicles. 

  

This event will be based on a combination of a short presentation and 

a panel discussion with one moderator and up to 5 panelists. The 

panel discussion is preferred for communication as it is an effective 

discussion format for discussing in-depth topics such as transport 

decarbonization in the Global South. 

  

The presentation aspect will involve 2 speakers, delivering a joint 15 

minutes presentation on the draft discussion paper: Electromobility in 

the Global South: An Equitable Transition toward Road Passenger 

Transport Decarbonization.  

The panel discussion portion of the event will be a 30-45 minutes long 

discussion focusing on transport decarbonization and taking the 

perspective of the least developed countries (LDC) in the Global 

South.  The focus will be on the poorest countries in the Global South, 

the majority of which would have difficulty in affording a rapid 

transition to EVs and adoption of electromobility in the near term. 

 

The discussion will focus on the role of electromobility in the Global 

South, an important component of low emission solutions to 

decarbonize the transport sector. This is in light of the fact that the 

drive to electromobility does not work for all and that those 

countries, often the poorest, are unable to transition and could be left 

behind.  This will also consider the fact that some countries in the 

Global South will be able to seize the opportunities and benefits that 

a transition to EVs presents. 

 

15 minutes will be used to engage and elicit feedback from the 

audience on how to further refine the discussion paper. 



Description of the event 

(content – 2 paragraphs 

maximum) 

  

In 2019 the Sustainable Mobility for All (SuM4All) initiative released 

the “Global Roadmap of Action Toward Sustainable Mobility” (GRA) to 

tackle the heads-on the question any decision-makers face in 

transport: “How” can my country achieve sustainable mobility?  

  

The SuM4All initiative then embarked into an effort to make some of 

those policy recommendations much more actionable, focusing on 

the most urgent issues--for example, Sustainable Electric Mobility: 

Building Blocks and Policy Recommendations released under the “GRA 

in Action Series.”   

 

The new paper underlying this event focuses on the poorest countries 

in the world, and asks what the e-mobility pathway means for them.  

The draft paper argues that the drive to electromobility does not 

work for all and that those countries, often the poorest, are unable to 

transition and could be left behind. The paper seeks to raise questions 

and issues for dialogue focused on the role of electromobility in the 

Global South, an important component of low emission solutions. It is 

intended as a discussion document, which will contribute to the 

international debate – including COP26 and beyond – on climate 

change, as well as transport decarbonization by taking the 

perspective of the least developed countries (LDC) in the Global 

South.  

  

To ensure that the discussion paper is more relevant and takes into 

consideration all challenges faced by the low income countries in the 

Global South, we would like to engage with countries on the paper to 

help refine it for COP26. The opportunity to host a side event at the 

UN Conference would greatly aid this effort. The unique convening 

power of the UN Conference platform would allow us to engage with 

the decision makers engaged on the ground in developing Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) that are appropriate pathways to 

decarbonize transport and get their valuable feedback on how to 

further refine the discussion paper. The side event will be ideal for 

this process.  

http://sum4all.org/
http://sum4all.org/
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/350451571411004650/Global-Roadmap-of-Action-Toward-Sustainable-Mobility.pdf
https://www.sum4all.org/data/files/buildingblocksandpolicyrecommendations_english.pdf
https://www.sum4all.org/data/files/buildingblocksandpolicyrecommendations_english.pdf
https://www.sum4all.org/publications/gra-action-series
https://www.sum4all.org/publications/gra-action-series


Speakers (please indicate 

whether envisaged or 

confirmed) 

  

 TED Presentation Format 

  

● Dr. Nancy Vandycke, Manager, SuM4All Program, World 

Bank (confirmed) 

● Mark Howells (FDCO-CCG), Principal Research Fellow, 

Imperial College and Professor, Loughborough University  

(confirmed) 

  

Panel Discussion 

Moderator:  

Maruxa Cardama, Secretary-General, Partnership on Sustainable, 

Low-Carbon Transport (SLOCAT) 

  

Panel (Proposed, up to 5 panelists): 

● Alex Rugamba, Independent Consultant and Transport 

Expert; 

● Liliana Pereira, Director-LATAM Head of Operations-Equity 

and inclusion practice lead, Steer 

● Ki-Joon Kim, Independent Consultant and Transport Expert 

(envisaged) 

● Daizong Liu, Director Cities, WRI China 

● Hui He, China Regional Director ICCT 

● Jamie Leather, Chief of Transport, ADB 

● Dr. Yossapong Laoonual – Founding member and former 

President of the Electric Vehicle Association Thailand 

● Shri Prakash – Distinguished Fellow, Transport & Urban 

Governance of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), 

India 

● Nicolas Beaumont, Senior Vice-President Sustainable 

Development and Mobility, Michelin 

 

Multimedia material (film 

screening, presentation of 

a prototype, music piece, 

etc) if any 

  

TED Presentation and Holding Slide 

Envisaged timing (run of 

play of the event) 

  

1-1.5 hours 

 


