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Concept Note  

Rebuilding better  

How can sustainable transport facilitate the creation of local circular economies? 

Event Date: 15th October : 9am to 10:30am China Standard Time (BJT) 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic began as a health crisis but soon evolved into an economic and social debacle of humongous 

proportions, that impacted every country and region. However, its impacts were much more severe in the global south , and 

within them disproportionately impacting regions and communities that were already suffering from pre-existing inequalities. 

The travel and transport sectors were amongst the hardest hit , disrupting global supply chains that even today , despite 

vaccine rollouts are yet to stabilize. The economic consequences of these disruptions and their social impact have combined 

to push much of the development and progress achieved over the last five years , since the adoption of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

While the pandemic has caused immense distress, it has also provided an unique opportunity of rebuilding better by avoiding 

the mistakes of the past. The global nature of the pandemic has also brought about a new era of multilateralism and 

cooperation , with nations large or small united in their resolve to move forward on the premise of people centric 

development. One of the key drivers of this change will the implementation of local circular economies , that move away 

from the traditional linear supply chain mechanism that has so far served to amplify inequality. This discussion will comprise 

of practical and interdisciplinary approaches focusing on Thematic Session 1 : Sustainable transport, poverty eradication, 

livelihoods and economic recovery. Drawing on an intergenerational panel of UN officials, subject matter experts and civil 

society actors from developed nations as well as from regions, most challenged by poverty and under-development, this 

panel will discuss the critical linkages of sustainable transport in the creation of local circular economies, that will lead to 

resilience, equity, poverty alleviation and economic recovery, thereby contributing to the goals of this conference. 

Agenda 

9:00 am BJT: Opening Remarks by Moderator  

9:05 am to 10:00 am BJT: Panel discussion with each speaker sharing their inputs on the theme “Rebuilding better - How 

can sustainable transport facilitate the creation of local circular economies? 

10: 00 am to 10.20am BJT: Audience Q & A 

10:20 am to 10:30am BJT: Closing remarks 

         

 


