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Introductory remarks

Alexander De Croo, Prime Minister of Belgium

(Mister Secretary-General,)
(Mister Director-General,)
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me first of all to thank the Secretary-General for inviting me to launch this session devoted to national and regional commitments for a just transition, decent jobs and the strengthening of social protection.

Belgium is a founding member of the ILO. For over one hundred years, our commitment to the ILO has never wavered. 

For Belgium, the values ​​and strategic objectives of the ILO provide the very basis for social peace. The ILO survived World War II and has, since then, demonstrated its relevance, at all times and in all circumstances.

The COVID-19 pandemic has drastically changed these circumstances. It has strengthened inequalities and affected the most vulnerable groups the worst.

But we also learned a lot. We’ve come to see the essential contributions of precarious workers, women and young people that we, too often, take for granted.

Sur base de son mandat constitutionnel, l’OIT est l’organisation la mieux placée pour mener les travaux et programmes afin de « reconstruire un monde plus égalitaire et durable ».

Nous pouvons y travailler pour promouvoir la création d’emploi et le dialogue social en toutes circonstances et adapter les normes du travail aux transitions verte et digitale pour que ces normes protègent mieux les travailleurs. 

La protection sociale universelle est un autre chantier fondamental. La pandémie a démontré à nouveau l’utilité des systèmes de protection sociale pour protéger les personnes, les économies et les sociétés. 

Mais aujourd’hui encore 4 milliards de personnes sur la planète ne jouissent d’aucune protection sociale. Nous devons continuer à nous battre pour cela. La protection sociale n’est pas une utopie irréalisable, c’est au contraire un défi ambitieux mais réaliste. 

With today’s globalized value chains, also multinationals have an important role to play. We see that sectoral initiatives are developing, and we can build on the ILO Declaration on Multinational Enterprises to collectively and clearly define the duties of multinational enterprises with respect to employment, training, conditions of work and industrial relations.


Dear friends,

To be ready for face future crises, we must collectively strengthen the resilience of our institutions.

We must mobilize the Breton Woods institutions to free up budgetary means for a truly social recovery. I welcome the recent constructive messages from these organizations.

The Global Job Creation and Social Protection Accelerator, initiated by Secretary General Guterres, is a powerful tool to support these efforts. Belgium will fully support its implementation.

The commitments we make here will have to be transmitted to the World Bank and the IMF. They must also be passed on to the G20, and to COP26, in order to achieve inclusive reconstruction programmes.

Let me conclude.

This pandemic challenges us as never before. Not just to rebuild. But also to do better. To make our societies and economies fairer, greener, more inclusive and more sustainable.

It is probably the most significant task our generation will ever face.

So, let’s get to work and let’s do this!

I thank you.
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