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Mr. Ivan Vera, senior advisor in the Division for Sustainable Development Goals of UN DESA 

acted as moderator for the event.  
 
Welcoming Remarks: Ms. Silvia Saravia, Economic Affairs Officer in the Division of Natural 

Resources at ECLAC, highlighted how the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly stressed 

communities in countries of the region already with limited water and energy resources. 

Communities with limited access to potable water, hand-washing facilities and electricity are 

vulnerable and unable to keep safe during the pandemic. Access to sustainable water and energy 

resources has proven to be extremely valuable during the pandemic and to recover from it. Ms. 

Saravia described ECLAC’s prgoramme on the water, energy and food nexus.  She indicated that 

the region is making progress wih the implementation of more than 250 multi-purpose projects 

addressing the nexus. She also explained that ECLAC has developed a comparative analysis and 

a methodological guide to assess nexus actions and that the second phase of its nexus programme 

will be implemented in the 2021-2023 period. 

 

Introductory Session: Ms. Lisbeth Naranjo, Consultant in the Division of Natural Resources at 

ECLAC, presented the Methodological guide: design of actions with a focus on the Nexus 

between water, energy and food for countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, a practical tool 

that supports countries of the region in adopting and evaluation of the nexus in policies, plans, 

programs and projects in the water, energy, agriculture and environment sectors. Typically, 

sectoral policies have objectives that are incompatible amongst themselves, which often results in 

continued duplication. Innovative solutions are required to overcome this, but there are some major 

challenges. The practice of evaluating results is not well established, which makes it hard to 

determine the end result, and the focus on integrated approaches within these sectors needs more 

analysis. She concluded emphasizing that this tool acts as a roadmap to promote the adoption and 

evaluation of integrated plans and acts as a methodological portfolio.  
 
Video: Before the panel discussion commenced, ITAIPU Binacional shared a video that 

showcased 17 case studies on how Itaipu is supporting the implementation of the SDGs and the 

2030 Agenda. These case studies are now available in Spanish and Portuguese.  
 
Panel Discussion: Mr. Jimmy Melgarejo, Manager of the Division of Environmental Action at 

ITAIPU Binacional in Paraguay, focused on the ecological restoration of the Atlantic forest along 

the Paraná River. In line with the SDG framework, he emphasized ITAIPU’s dedication to 

generate clean renewable energy, as well as its commitment to social and environmental 

responsibility. Mr. Melgarejo introduced ITAIPU Preservar, a forest restoration program aimed at 

restoring degraded areas and preserving the benefits of its raw materials and water that is being 

currently jointly managed by ITAIPU Paraguay and Brazil to promote the healthy ecological life 

of the region. This program also positively impacts species resiliency and mitigates the negative 

effects of climate change. As the biggest reforestation project in the region, the goal is to help the 
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fauna return to its natural habitat and create a biodiversity corridor that can be replicated to other 

programmes and regions.  

 

Mr. Miguel Fernández, Executive Director of ENERGÉTICA in Bolivia, shared 

ENERGÉTICA’s strategic approach that focuses on rural populations without electricity access, 

and explained the solutions implemented to improve access during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

pandemic has created health emergencies throughout Bolivia, suspending business activities and 

children’s education, and affecting family income in rural areas. Following the 2030 Agenda spirit 

of “Leaving No One Behind,” ENERGÉTICA focused on providing alternative energy resources 

for basic lighting and charging devices that would also facilitate access to information. Mr. 

Fernández presented their solar energy solutions, which included an innovative automatic solar 

power hand washer (“Lavasol”), and photovoltaic systems that provide sustainably sourced 

energy. Mr. Fernández emphasized their commitment to continue promoting these solutions and 

expand their dissemination through the organization of demonstration and training workshops at 

municipal level.  

 

Mr. Alex Guerra, General Director of the Climate Change Research Institute in Guatemala, 

focused on building resilience through water management from the sugar sector. He stressed the 

critical importance of water for agriculture and underscored that sugar cane is a major crop in 

many countries. Mr. Guerra highlighted how the generation of electricity from biomass and ethanol 

from sugar cane holds great potential not only to produce electricity but to significantly reduce the 

footprint of the water sector. Assessing flooding, droughts, water table levels and watershed 

management has been the primary scope of research. Mr. Guerra introduced fog harvesting as an 

innovative solution that supports those in the highlands that lack access to water. He concluded 

highlighting future priorities, including the need for further analysis of water supplies during 

natural disasters and the need for enhanced collaboration between the public and private sectors.  

 

Mr. Ricardo Narváez, Assistant Technical Director at the Geological and Energy Research 

Institute in Ecuador, emphasized the importance of generating knowledge and applying projects 

that use research approaches to achieve regional impact. He introduced a prototype of a geothermal 

heated green house for agriculture, which uses heat of the ground to allow for more productive use 

and extended timefor a more continuous production. Regarding upcoming priorities, Mr. Narváez 

informed that the Geological and Energy Research Institute aims to make more of these protypes, 

to develop partnership opportunities with other agencies and to strengthen cooperation with the 

agriculture sector.  
 
Closing: Ms. Isabel Raya, Energy Expert in the Division for Sustainable Development Goals at 

UN DESA, closed the webinar thanking all panelists for their presentations. She emphasized the 

importance of building strong partnerships to jointly work on integrated water and energy 

solutions, given the big challenges ahead. She provided information about the Global Sustainable 

Water and Energy Solutions Network, a multi-stakeholder partnership initiative aiming to bring 

many actors on board in support of integrated water and energy solutions for sustainable 

development. She invited participants to stay engaged in the discussions through its recently 

launched website (Global Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions Network), which aims to be a 

hub for knowledge sharing on integrated water and energy solutions in support of the 2030 Agenda 

and the Paris Agreement. 
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