
 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 
        16 July 2021 
 
 
Excellency,/Your Majesty,  
 
 It is my honour to invite you to participate in the Second United Nations 
Global Sustainable Transport Conference (“the Transport Conference”), to be held 
in partnership with the host country, the Government of the People’s Republic of 
China, from 14 to 16 October 2021 in Beijing.  This Conference was rescheduled 
from 5 to 7 May 2020, due to the perilous global outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
 In October, the Transport Conference will take place at a critical juncture 
as the world continues to be affected by the devasting impacts of the pandemic, 
but must also prepare for a sustainable and inclusive recovery, to bring our 
societies back on track to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.  
 
 Transport accounts for approximately 25 per cent of global carbon dioxide 
emissions and yet, as urban population expands, more women enter the workforce, 
and e-commerce drives global trade, transport systems are more critical than ever 
for global development.  The achievement of the dual goals of climate and 
sustainable development is captured in the overarching theme of the Conference 
“Sustainable Transport, Sustainable Development”.   
 
 The Transport Conference will provide a platform to take stock of recent 
developments and innovations in sustainable transport, to enhance the ambition  
of existing and projected commitments, and to exchange country experiences  
and lessons learned.  I invite you to participate in this pivotal moment to set 
sustainable transport on track for a successful 26th session of the Conference  
of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change  
in Glasgow, and beyond.  
 

In view of the current global health situation, the Conference will be held 
in a “hybrid” format, with limited opportunities for in-person participation.  More 
information regarding the Conference, including the provisional programme and 
concept note, may be accessed at: 
https://www.un.org/en/conferences/transport2021.  Participation details will also 
be made available on the website. 
 
 
 
His/Her Excellency/Majesty 
[NAME] 
[TITLE] 
[City] 

https://www.un.org/en/conferences/transport2021


 
 
 
 For additional information regarding the Conference, I invite you to 
contact the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, which has 
been designated as the Secretariat for the Conference, at:  iqbalc@un.org or at:        
+1 212 963 8563.  

 
Please accept, Excellency,/Your Majesty, the assurances of my highest 

consideration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          António Guterres 
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