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UN DESA’s Annual Highlights report is a tool to communicate 

the contributions of the Department to the realization of 

internationally agreed development goals and shared social, 

economic and environmental aspirations. This edition covers 

activities over the period of the 74th Session of the General 

Assembly (September 2019 – August 2020) and is organized in 

alignment with the key priority areas of Member States in the 

political declaration adopted at the SDG Summit in September 

2019. Each chapter demonstrates how the Department 

supported a specific priority throughout the year, through 

its norm setting, analytical and capacity-building work, as 

it tasked its resources towards supporting Member States’ 

effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and the achievement of sustainable development 

for all.
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�eaving no one behind

�obili�ing adequate and well-directed financing

Enhancing national implementation

Strengthening institutions for more integrated solutions

�olstering local action to accelerate implementation

Reducing disaster risk and building resilience

Solving challenges through international cooperation and 
enhancing the global partnership

�arnessing science, technology and innovation with a greater 
focus on digital transformation for sustainable development

�nvesting in data and statistics for the Sustainable Development 
�oals

Strengthening the �igh-level �olitical 
orum
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As � introduce this second edition of the UN 

DESA �ighlights, the world faces compounded 

crises. �ust as local, national, regional and global 

leaders were gearing up for accelerated action 

to deliver the Sustainable Development �oals, 

our attention was  turned to battling a deadly 

coronavirus as it rapidly spread across the globe, 

attacking our communities at the very social and 

economic fissures that the SD�s are designed to 

fill. 

The ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic has been further 

offsetting efforts to implement the SD�s and 

it threatens to undo the achievements already 

made in many areas. Through the pace of its 

spread, the nature of its symptoms and the 

responses that have had to be put in place to 

curb them, ��(�D-ƐƖ has been devastating 

health systems globally and threatening already 

achieved health outcomes.  �t is pushing tens 

of millions of people back into extreme poverty 

and hunger and has kept hundreds of millions of 

students out of schools for prolonged periods. 

The pandemic has been severely affecting 

the livelihoods of the global workforce, with 

economic slowdown fuelling unemployment and 

underemployment, and it has caused disruptions 

in global value chains and the supply of products. 

The pandemic is affecting the world’s poorest 

and the most vulnerable people the most, which 

too often includes older persons, persons with 

disabilities, indigenous peoples and ethnic 

minorities, migrants and refugees, and informal 

sector workers. )omen and children are also 

bearing the heaviest brunt. So too are the most 

vulnerable countries, including least-developed 

and land-locked developing countries, small 

island developing States and countries in fragile 

situations.

UN DESA: Responding today for a 
better tomorrow
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DESA’s engagement with �ember States 

remained firmly anchored in supporting their 

intergovernmental processes and deliberations. 

Despite the challenges posed by connectivity 

and the unprecedented need for v i r tua l 

negotiations, there were some notable successes, 

including adoption, by the E��S�� 
inancing 

for Development 
orum, of the first universally 

agreed set of United Nations policies to finance 

��(�D-ƐƖ response and recovery efforts. A 

mapping of financing mechanisms was also made 

available, to aid �ember States’ e@orts to access 

such resources.  

)e provided effective and critical substantive 

support to the �igh-level �olitical 
orum on 

Sustainable Development (���
), E��S�� 

and its subsidiary bodies.   As the first mafor 

meeting of the universal membership to discuss 

the mafor threats ��(�D-ƐƖ represents for SD� 

implementation since the current emergency 

response measures came into effect, the 
orum 

delivered a strong message that we need a 

multilateral response to the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis and 

that the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda must be our guidepost as 

we recover better.

)hile ��(�D-ƐƖ has brought new context and 

urgency to our work, the underlying impetus of 

our thought leadership, capacity development 

and other support to �ember States has 

remained constant. 

As the highlights in this volume will attest, 

we continued to demonstrate UN DESA’s 

commitment and contribution to supporting 

and strengthening multi lateralism, and to 

�n responding to this emergency, the Department 

immediately pivoted our intellectual resources 

toward understanding and profecting the real and 

potential socioeconomic fallout of the pandemic 

and identifying policy recommendations and 

concrete actions for �ember States to consider. 

�n support of the work of the Secretary-�eneral 

and the broader UN family we released these 

insights as a series of focused policy briefs, 

designed to guide policy makers through the 

tough decisions that they have faced, and 

continue to tackle, as we manoeuvre amid the 

impact of the crisis.  The twenty-three briefs, 

released from Ɛ April ƑƏƑƏ through �une of this 

year, addressed a number of hard-hiমng issues, 

including designing inclusive stimulus packages, 

preventing a global debt crisis, supporting 

countries in special situations, protecting 

the most vulnerable groups of people, and 

strengthening the role of science and technology. 

The briefs emphasi�ed the need for an e@ective 

and coordinated response to ��(�D-ƐƖ that 

places the most vulnerable populations at its 

core. 

Under tremendous pressure and with limited 

resources, our experts worked hard to ensure that 

their analysis was fit for purpose and accessible 

to the policy makers who needed it most. 

They swiftly adfusted working methods, and 

partnered with academicians, governments and 

other stakeholders to host webinars and virtual 

trainings for applying their recommendations on 

the ground. 

Against this rapidly shifting landscape, UN 
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advancing inclusive, people-centred, sustainable 

development, guided by a commitment to gender 

equality and the empowerment of women.

)e entered ƑƏƑƏ with a concrete plan of action, 

spring boarding from the milestone decisions of 

�ember States at the SD� Summit, �igh-level 

Dialogue on 
inancing for Development, and 

�igh-level �id-term Review of �mplementation 

of the SA��A �athway, among others.

)e strengthened our work to further enhance 

the synergies between climate action and 

reali�ing the SD�s. ƑƏƐƖ-ƑƏƑƏ saw increased 

research and analysis on sustainable transport, 

oceans, energy, water and sanitation, and the 

launch of related information networks, and data 

initiatives. 

�ur increased focus, in UN DESA publications, 

on identifying and forecasting the trafectory 

of persistent and emerging social, economic, 

demographic, political and environmental 

megatrends, and on tracking and forecasting 

their impact on sustainable development, proved 

a valuable asset as the United Nations sought to 

shape the multilateral response to the social and 

economic impacts of intersecting crises. And as 

the world explores options for recovering better 

- with resilience and forward-looking policies - 

the Department is supporting mobili�ation of 

financing for sustainable development, including 

through increased attention to the impact of 

private investment, supporting delivery of the 

obfectives of the ��SD Alliance, and forests 

financing.

Effective partnerships for amplifying impact 

have become an increased feature of work in UN 

DESA. The United Nations Economists Network 

has been a testament to that, facil itating 

collaboration and foint work among agencies on 

issues of shared interest. The Network has been 

a platform for integrated support on economic, 

financial and social policy issues to the UN 

�ountry Teams and Resident �oordinator �Lces. 

�ts first collaborative volume will be released later 

this year.  

Throughout the 7Ɠth session of the �eneral 

Assembly, the Department has seen the growth 

of its impact and relevance in related fora and 

processes in the international development 

sphere, including the �onference of �arties to 

the UN
���, the �onference of �arties to the 

�onvention on �iological Diversity, �ƑƏ, )orld 

Economic 
orum and )orld �ank-��
 meetings.

As we enter the period of the 75th Session of the 

�eneral Assembly, the vision of UN DESA is clear. 

)e are forging ahead with the Decade of 

Action to deliver the SD�s with a solid plan 

for integrating our varied expertise to support 

and guide �ember States along five key areas 

of actionĹ Ɛ) promoting equality and inclusive 

growth, Ƒ) supporting evidence-based decision 

making through high-quality data and statistics, 

ƒ) strengthening the science-policy interface, 

Ɠ) working at the synergies of climate action 

and SD� achievement, and 5) supporting 

countries to incorporate demographic trends into 

development policy and planning. Setting the 
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)o r k i n g  w i t h  s t a ke h o l d e r s  a c ro s s  t h e 

international community, we will continue to 

push forward evidence-based policies and build 

the capacities of �ember States for moving the 

world towards sustainable development for all.

�iu ,henmin

Under-Secretary-�eneral for 

Economic and Social A@airs

September ƑƏƑƏ

foundation for this work is an underlying focus 

on sustainable finance, e@ective governance and 

ensuring the achievement of gender equality and 

the empowerment of women across all areas, at 

all levels. 
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�y facilitating mafor global conferences and summits in the economic, social 

and environmental fields, as mandated by UN �ember States, UN DESA assists 

countries as they find common ground, set norms, and take decisive steps to 

move the world forward.

C9D&*%79$9:9#5#

,+ �cean (oluntary �ommitment Database

,+ �opulation Databases

,+ SD� Acceleration Action Database

,+ SD� �ood �ractices Database

,+ S�DS �artnerships Database

,+ UN �omtrade �nternational Trade Statistics

Database

,+ UN ��(�D-ƐƖ Data �ub

,+ UN Data 

,+ UN e-�overnment �nowledge Database+

,+ UN �lobal SD� �ndicators Database+

,+ UN �D� Data 

,+ UN �ublic Service Awards Database

,+ UN SD� Data �ub

,+ UN System SD� �mplementation Database+

,+ (oluntary National Reviews Database

(+9A,#"#

As the think tank of the United Nations, UN DESA, generates, analyses and 

compiles a wide range of economic, social and environmental data and statistics 

to inform and advise �ember States and other stakeholders as they take stock of 

trends and policy options to tackle common problems.

E969)"$,F:B"A7"+8

UN DESA aids in translating policy frameworks developed in UN conferences and 

summits into programmes at the country level and, through technical assistance, 

supports �ember States in building national capacities.

https://oceanconference.un.org/commitments/
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/publications/database/index.asp
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgactions
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/goodpractices
https://sidspartnerships.un.org/partnerships/
https://comtrade.un.org
https://comtrade.un.org
https://covid-19-data.unstatshub.org
http://data.un.org
https://publicadministration.un.org/egovkb
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/database/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category/ldc-data-retrieval.html
https://publicadministration.un.org/en/unpsa
https://www.sdg.org
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/unsurvey/index.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
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Major publications

State of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples

The Sustainable
Development
Goals Report

The World's Women

World Economic
Situation and

Prospects

Financing for Sustainable
Development Report

World Social Report International
Migration Report

United Nations
E-Government Survey

World Population
Prospects

World Public
Sector Report

World Youth Report

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/world-social-report.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/document_gem/global-economic-monitoring-unit/world-economic-situation-and-prospects-wesp-report/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/themes/international-migration
https://www.un.org/development/desa/pd/themes/international-migration
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/publications/state-of-the-worlds-indigenous-peoples.html
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/progress-report/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/products/worldswomen/
https://publicadministration.un.org/en/research/un-e-government-surveys
https://www.un.org/development/desa/publications/world-population-prospects-2019-highlights.html#:~:text=The%20world's%20population%20is%20expected,United%20Nations%20report%20launched%20today.
https://publicadministration.un.org/en/Research/World-Public-Sector-Reports
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/world-youth-report.html
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its target for gender balance at the AS� and 
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to the promise of gender parity and women’s 
empowerment within its workforce, 
operations and substantive approach.
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UN DESA launched a special policy brief series on the economic and social impact of ��(�D-ƐƖ on 
Ɛ April ƑƏƑƏ. The Ƒƒ thematic briefs, released from April to �une ƑƏƑƏ, highlighted a number of 
critical issues ŋ including designing inclusive stimulus packagesĸ preventing a global debt crisisĸ 
supporting countries in special situationsĸ protecting the most vulnerable groups of peopleĸ 
strengthening the role of science, technology and institutions for an e@ective responseĸ and 
working together to recover better and achieve the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
The series was made available as a compilation volume Responding to COVID-19 and Recovering 
Better.

�ooking ahead, the Department continues to provide updated analyses, policy recommendations 
and practical tools to support countries in recovering better from the pandemic and advancing the 
Decade of Action for sustainable development.

=>01,$-,(#*'9*?*#"43*-1'6>1#""@'ABAB'

UN DESA released a special in-depth analysis focused on 
presenting scenarios for policy makers to shape action for 
achieving the SD�s in the wake of ��(�D-ƐƖ.

The recommendations of the report revolve around three key 
messagesĹ
Ɛ.  The setbacks caused by ��(�D-ƐƖ need not be permanent.
Ƒ. �ur recovery from the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis must direct 

investment towards reali�ation of the SD�s.
ƒ.  )hile the lockdowns and other measures taken during the 

crisis negatively impacted economies and livelihoods, many 
planet-related SD�s have benefited, a vivid revelation that the 
current ways of achieving prosperity conYict with the health of 
the planet. 

6-#$-*'.$,#"C>*D'#,>-%2'"+'12*'%"34$#,1$"-'
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UN DESA convened ƐƓ 
world renown experts for a 
high-level panel event 
Recover Better: Economic 
and Social Challenges and 
Opportunities!on ƑƑ �uly 
ƑƏƑƏ. The event launched a 
compilation of essays by 
��A� members. The (olume  
reYects a wide range of 
development trends and 
issues of critical importance 
to the achievement of the 
SD�s and the recovery from 
��(�D-ƐƖ.
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UN DESA has actively supported the 
Secretary-�eneral’s initiatives to counter ��(�D-ƐƖ, 
contributing analysis to help policy makers take 
informed decisions. The Department supported the 
development of the United Nations framework for the 
immediate socioeconomic response, which provides 
practical guidance to Resident �oordinators and UN 
�ountry Teams. UN DESA also provided direct input to 
several policy papers and calls to action. The 
Department has contributed insights, and shared policy 
recommendations, on various socioeconomic challenges. 

56789:;<')*04"-0*'.,1,(,0*0
UN DESA established the UN ��(�D-ƐƖ Data 
�ub and a ��(�D-ƐƖ resources portal for 
national statistical oLces. This rapid response to 
the need for accurate, real-time data has been a 
welcome assistance to �ember States, helping 
to guide informed decision-making amid the 
global pandemic.

!"#$%&'()#*%&+,"&%#-,#.,/0$1234#50657065-&

�hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņEvan Schneider

��(�D-ƐƖ Data �ealthcare Resources

Economy �opulation

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/sustainable-development-outlook-2020-achieving-sdgs-in-the-wake-of-covid-19-scenarios-for-policymakers/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/publications/policybrief
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/about/high-level-advisory-board.html
https://covid-19-data.unstatshub.org/
https://covid-19-data.unstatshub.org/
https://covid-19-response.unstatshub.org/
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Supporting development for all 
through intergovernmental processes

Development  �ooperation 
orum


inancing for Development 
orum

�nternet �overnance 
orum

�ulti-stakeholder 
orum on Science, 
Technology and �nnovation for the SD�s

�artnership 
orum

)orld Data 
orum

+outh 
orum

�ollaborative �artnership on 
orests

Executive �ommittee on Economic and Social A@airs

�igh-level �roup for �artnership, �oordination
and �apacity-building for the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda

�nter-agency and Expert �roup on SD� �ndicators

�nter-agency �onsulative �roup on S�DS

�nter-agency Support �roup for the �onvention 
on the Rights of �ersons with Disabilities

�nter-agency Task 
orce on 
inancing for Development

�nter-agency Task Team 
for the Technology 
acilitation �echanism

UN-Energy

UN-)ater

UN �nter-agency Support �roup 
on �ndigenous �eoples’ �ssues

United Nations �nter-agency Network 
on +outh Development

United Nations �lobal )orking �roup (�)�) 
on �ig Data for �Lcial Statistics

Forums UN Collaborative Mechanisms 

Plenary

Economic and Financial Committee 
(Second Committee) 

Social, Humanitarian 
and Cultural Committee 
(Third Committee)

General Assembly High-level Political Forum 
on Sustainable Development

�ommission for 
Social Development

�ommission on �opulation
and Development

Statistical �ommission

United Nations

orum on 
orests

Commissions

�ommittee of Experts 
on �nternational �ooperation in Tax �atters

�ommittee on Non-�overnmental �rgani�ationas

�ommittee of Experts on �ublic Administration

�ommitte for Development �olicy

�ermanent 
orum on �ndigenous �ssues

UN �ommittee of Experts on �lobal �eospatial 
�nformation �anagement

United Nations �roup of Experts 
on �eographical Names

Committees and Advisory Bodies

Economic and 
Social Council
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�ighlighted the Ƒ5 years of progress of implementation of the 
�openhagen Declaration of the )orld Summit for Social 
!"#"$%&'"()*+

�rought critical attention to the complex problem of 
homelessness, its impact on development and policy options to 
,--."//+0)*+

�ontinued to strengthen and raise the profile of research and 
data to accelerate global actions toward a world without poverty. 

Assessed the potential of youth social entrepreneurship to 
support youth employment and development, in the ƑƏƑƏ )orld 
+outh Report.

Drew attention to the disparate impacts of the ��(�D-ƐƖ 
pandemic on older persons, indigenous peoples, youth and 
countries in special situations. 

�ssued its first �olicy and �lan of Action for Disability �nclusion 
and established a network of focal points on disability. 

Established, maintained, and provided targeted trainings to 
support capacity-building in �D�s.

Shone a spotlight on the economic and financing obstacles faced 
by S�DS.
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Celebrating 25 years of championing social 
inclusion

The )orld Summit in ƐƖƖ5 was a critical turning point 

towards people-centred, inclusive and integrated 

approaches to policymaking. The vision of the Summit 

is reflected in the core principle of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda to 

leave no one behind and reach the furthest behind first. 

�n commemoration of the Ƒ5th anniversary, UN DESA 

launched complementary online campaigns to draw 

Leaving no one behind
UN DESA is a leading voice for promoting inclusion, reducing inequalities and eradicating poverty. Throughout the year, UN DESA 

used its convening power and analytical capacity to ensure that the global dialogue included the voices of all peoples, everywhere. 

The Department also supported the development of national actions to leave no one behind even as interlinked global crises stifled 

fiscal and policy space.

attention to the progress made and encourage action for 

greater and more sustainable inclusion.  

UN DESA’s Social �ilestones �rofect showcases ƐѵƖ 

social development milestones, with links to relevant 

United Nations documents and diverse multimedia 

sources. Since its 
ebruary launch, the �rofect has 

enhanced the accessibility of the repository of knowledge 

on social development. �n addition, UN DESA’s yearlong 

ŲEveryone�ncluded campaign, has aimed to inspire and 

)orld Summit for Social Development ƐƖƖ5. - �hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņ�ilton �rant

https://www.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/1332560/DESA-Social-Development-Milestones/
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motivate people around the world to foin an ongoing 

multifaceted dialogue on social development and its role in 

achieving sustainable development. The campaign reminds 

the international community about the importance of 

placing people at the centre of development by ensuring 

full participation of all. 

Reaching the furthest behind first

The work of UN DESA continued to address the issues 

critical to human resilience. �n 
ebruary ƑƏƑƏ, the Report 

of the Secretary-�eneral on �@orda0le ho�ving and vocial 

protection vyvtelv =or all to addrevv holelevvnevv helped 

guide deliberations in the 5Ѷth session of the �ommission 

for Social Development. The report informed a milestone 

resolution, the first on homelessness adopted at the UN. 

The resolution recogni�es homelessness as a complex 

problem, affecting people of different ages and with 

diverse backgrounds in both developed and developing 

countries. �t underscores the importance of taking a 

whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach 

to address multiple inter-related structural causes of 

homelessness through integrated responses, cuমng across 

fiscal, economic, labour, housing, health, social protection, 

and urban development policies. 

Protecting and mobilizing youth for sustainable 
development

The World Youth Report: Youth Social Entrepreneurship 

and the 2030 Agenda, launched by UN DESA in �uly ƑƏƑƏ, 

assesses the potential of youth social entrepreneurship 

to support youth employment and development while 

helping accelerate the implementation of the Sustainable 

Development �oals. �t examines challenges faced by 

young social entrepreneurs and explores how innovative 

Ellen �hilemba, young social entrepreneur and founder of Tiwale. - �hoto �reditĹ Tiwale
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technologies can be used to help youth succeed. The 

report offers policy guidance for developing enabling, 

responsive and sustainable national ecosystems for young 

social entrepreneurs.

UN DESA analysis on the socioeconomic impacts of the 

��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic also drew attention to the need 

for targeted action toward youth. +oung people are 

particularly vulnerable to the disruptions the ��(�D-ƐƖ 

pandemic has caused, and many are now at risk of being 

left behind in education, economic opportunities, and 

health and well-being during a crucial stage of their life. At 

the same time, young innovators are already responding to 

the pandemic through profects with social impact. 

Reminding the world that people aged 60+ count

UN DESA continued to support the e@orts of the �eneral 

Assembly’s open-ended working group on ageing, 

providing analysis on older personsŝ right to work and 

access to the labour market. The Department also helped 

to shape language for the development of a possible 

international standard on the protection of the rights of 

older persons to education, training, life-long learning and 

capacity-building as well as to social protection and social 

security (including social protection Yoors). 

�articipants at the �nternational Day of �lder �ersons ƑƏƐƖ. - �hoto �reditĹ UN DESA ņAmine �amrabat

Promoting gender equality and the empowerment 
of women

UN DESA’s research and analysis continued to mainstream 

gender equality and the empowerment of women, 

producing gender-sensitive recommendations addressing 

the important nuances that too often leave the world’s 

women at a disadvantage. Several of the Department’s 

activities focused specifically on the gender dimension 

of sustainable development, such as the symposium on 

ľ�ainstreaming gender in )ater Resources �anagement, 

�limate �hange and Disaster Risk Reduction �olicies in 

the �aribbean RegionĿ, held in Trinidad and Tobago in 

November ƑƏƐƖ. The Symposium discussed the draft 

�AR���� �ender Equality Strategy and introduced 

language to be included in the Strategy. �AR���� is 

currently finali�ing the strategy taking into account the 

suggested text and language. Seventy per cent of the 

participants of the Symposium were female.

The Department also continued its coordination of 

the �lobal �ender Statistics �rogramme, working to 

strengthen coherence among existing initiatives on 

gender statistics, and improve national statistical and 

technical capacity for the production, dissemination and 
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use of gender relevant data. During ƑƏƐƖ, UN DESA 

further  increased knowledge and understanding of the 

gender dimensions of demographic phenomena through 

datasets, data visuali�ations and reports. 
or example, the 

�nternational �igrant Stock ƑƏƐƖ dataset shows gendered 

patterns of international migrationĹ 
emale migrants 

outnumber male migrants in the North, while male 

migrants outnumber female migrants in the global South.

The Department expanded its )orld Economic 
orecasting 

�odel ()E
�-e) to incorporate gender dimensions in 

assessing the development impacts of regional initiatives 

on female employment. The new )E
�-e generated 

various scenarios and results, showing possible impacts 

of key gender-related issues such as female fob creation, 

poverty reduction and access to public service (education, 

health, etc.). The model-based analyses and related policy 

recommendations ŋ reflected in various publications of 

the Department ŋ enable �ember States to fine-tune 

development plans and strategies for accelerating the 

implementation of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.

A rights-based approach to indigenous issues 

)ith the postponement of the ƑƏƑƏ annual session of 

the United Nations �ermanent 
orum on �ndigenous 

�ssues (UN�
��), UN DESA arranged for 
orum members 

to hold virtual meetings with stakeholders, including 

United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, 

United Nations indigenous mechanisms and indigenous 

peoples organi�ations from various regions, to enable the 

consultations that would normally have taken place during 

the 
orum session. The aim was to identify possible policy 

options where the UN�
�� members might provide support 

and identify concrete actions to advance implementation 

of the UN Declaration on the Rights of �ndigenous �eoples 

at the country level.

Noting the real and potential disparate impact of the 

pandemic on indigenous communities, UN DESA also 

established a repository of information for indigenous 

peoples, related to ��(�D-ƐƖ. The repository includes 

actions being taken by all stakeholders, online news 

articles, examples of best practices, indigenous-led public 

service announcements in numerous indigenous languages, 

statements from key indigenous and UN organi�ations, as 

well as guidelines and recommendations for response and 

�s. Silvia �useiya (+iaku ņ �enya), panellist at the ƑƏƐƖ commemoration of the �nternational Day of �ndigenous �eoples ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņ �anuel Elias
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�articipants pose for a photo at the closing of the high-level event of the �eneral Assembly on the conclusion of the ƑƏƐƖ �nternational +ear of �ndigenous 
�anguages, Ɛ7 December ƑƏƐƖ ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņRick �afornas

�articipant during the commemoration of the �nternational Day of �ndigenous �eoples ƑƏƐƖ ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņ�anuel Elias
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recovery sensitive to the needs of indigenous peoples. UN 

DESA published a policy brief on the impact of ��(�D-ƐƖ 

on indigenous peoples in �ay ƑƏƑƏ, within the ��(�D-ƐƖ 

policy brief series. 

Moving disability-inclusive development forward

�n December ƑƏƐƖ,  the Doha �nternational �onference 

on Disabi l ity and Development,  with UN DESA’s 

support, brought together persons with disabilities and 

their representative organi�ations, experts, academics, 

pol icymakers ,  governments  and UN ent i t ies ,  to 

promote the mainstreaming of disability inclusion in 

the development of national strategies, policies and 

action plans in line with the Sustainable Development 

�oals. The conference resulted in the adoption of the 

Doha Declaration, which outlined recommendations for 

policy development about human rights and sustainable 

development in the context of disability.

UN DESA, in ƑƏƑƏ, issued its first internal policy and 

plan of action for disability inclusion, in line with the UN 

Disability �nclusion Strategy (UND�S) and established 

a network of focal  points  on disabi l i ty to dr ive 

implementation.

Building country capacity for forwarding social 
inclusion  

)ith ƑƏƐƖ as the first year of implementation of the 

system-wide plan of action for the eradication of poverty, 

the Department monitored and analysed global social 

and economic trends and emerging issues that have a 

bearing on poverty eradication, inequality, fobs and social 

inclusion, particularly among vulnerable social groups, to 

help inform government policy. Together with partners, 

UN DESA supported more than 75 countries in building 

integrated, evidence-based, inclusive, and well-funded 

national strategies and plans to implement the Sustainable 

Development �oals. 

UN DESA also worked to extend social protection 

coverage to more individuals in middle- and low-income 

countries through is technical cooperation work. 
or 

example, the Department’s ongoing profect, Achieving 

SD�s and ending poverty through Universal Social 

Ş�n Display N+�ŞĹ an installation by �eidi �atsky Dance during the ƑƏƐƖ commemoration of the �nternational Day of �ersons with Disabilities 
- �hoto �reditĹ UN DESA ņAmine �amrabat 
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�rotection, aims to assist �ambodia and �akistan in improving their social 

protection systems. �n ƑƏƐƖ, �ambodia proposed a more comprehensive 

social security system, which is currently with �arliament for approval. 

UN DESA trained civil servants in the country on governance and 

management of their social protection system.

2B66&*$"+8%8*97B9$"+8%!0E#%

Through its support to the �ommittee for Development �olicy (�D�), UN 

DESA is in a unique position to help countries to analyse and implement 

policies that ensure countries graduate smoothly from the �D� category. 

At its �lenary session in 
ebruary ƑƏƑƏ, the �D� updated the technical 

�D� criteria and discussed country-specific support for ensuring 

smooth transitions and maintaining momentum towards sustainable 

development. The �D� further focused on implications of the ��(�D-ƐƖ 

crisis, highlighting the need to put the SD�s first and build equal, green, 

and resilient societies and economies.

�n ƑƏƐƖ-ƑƏ, the Department provided targeted trainings on various 

capacity-building tools for �D�s, including the �D� graduation support 

platform, gradfet.org, the �D�-specific support measures portal, new 

assistance measures for �D�s, as well as macroeconomic and climate-

related policy models. UN DESA continued to deliver the support to 

�D�s in the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis, adopting all available measures - modifying 

implementation methods using virtual meetings, augmenting profect 

obfectives to minimi�e negative impacts of economic shocks caused by 

��(�D -ƐƖ or exploring additional funding sources. ��(�D-ƐƖ also led to 

an increase in activities in the e�ing trade notification system, developed 

Training )orkshop on �ooperative �ealthcare, �stanbul, ƑƐ-Ƒƒ �ay ƑƏƐƖ - UN DESA and �stanbul Aydin University - �hoto �reditĹ  A
R��A� �entre of the 
�stanbul Aydin University

ń Ļ This worked very well and was 

undertaken on record time, from 

all ends, with much appreciation 

from the �inistry of 
oreign A@airs 

and me. �t will no doubt prove 

useful in the work ahead on the 

�D� graduation. � used this as an 

example(Ļ)of excellent collaboration 

across the UNDS Ļ the �D� 

Secretariat at UN DESA rocksĴĿ 

Ŝ Resident �oordinator of �ao �DR, 

�s. Sara Sekkenes, commenting on 

support provided in preparation for 

�D� graduation.

https://www.gradjet.org/
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by UN DESA together with )T� and �T�. Already in ƑƏƐƖ, 

Uganda, as one of UN DESA’s pilot countries in providing 

e�ing support, became the top notifier in the system.

Addressing the unique needs of small island 
developing States

�n September ƑƏƐƖ, �ember States held a �igh-level 

�idterm Review of the S�DS Accelerated �odalities 

of Action (SA��A) �athway, the dedicated ƐƏ-year 

programme of action adopted in ƑƏƐƓ to promote 

international assistance to address the unique set of 

challenges that small island developing States face. The 

midterm review saw �ember States adopt a political 

declaration reaffirming their solidarity with S�DS, which 

remain a special case for sustainable development, and 

calling for more innovative partnerships and financing. 

�ason �amoa speaks at �igh-level �idterm Review of the SA��A �athway - �hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņ�aura �arriel

�uided by this outcome, UN DESA built on its work with 

and for S�DS to address their unique needs. New multi-

stakeholder partnerships for S�DS were announced 

on the margins of the event and registered on two 

pla�orms maintained by UN DESAĹ the S�DS �artnership 

database and the SD� Acceleration Actions pla�orm. The 

Department’s ƑƏƐƖ edition of The Cowrie, a newsletter 

on S�DS, shone a spotlight on the economic and financing 

obstacles faced by S�DS, and the need for international 

cooperation to ensure sustainable financing for small 

island nations. This work became even more poignant in 

the wake of the pandemic, as S�DS, particularly those in 

the middle-income bracket, sought innovative ways to 

finance the safety and protection of their inhabitants and 

slow the spread of ��(�D-ƐƖ.
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Supported the first quadrennial �eneral Assembly Dialogue on 
inancing 
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Advanced concrete commitments to respond to the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis and 
strengthen e@orts for sustainable finance to support the achievement of 
the Addis Ababa Action Agenda.


acilitated stronger �ƑƏ commitment to financing sustainable 
development and amplified the United Nations’ messages to recover 
better in the �ƑƏ. 

�ed preparation of the UN’s most authoritative analytical report on 
financing for sustainable development, in collaboration with more than ѵƏ 
international organi�ations. 

�elped �ember States to implement integrated national financing 
frameworks, as tools for immediate policy response and long-term 
planning, including in response to ��(�D-ƐƖ.


acilitated the work of the Development �ooperation 
orum.

Supported international cooperation in tax matters and provided capacity 
support for domestic resource mobili�ation, and financing at subnational 
(&'&(-

�oordinated the establishment of a high-level panel on international 
financial accountability, transparency, and integrity. 

Supported the �igh-�evel Event on 
inancing for Development in the Era 
of ��(�D-ƐƖ and �eyond. 

Engaged the private sector to mobili�e resources and align business 
operations with the Sustainable Development �oals. 

�n light of the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic, supported investors to recover 
better.

! " # $ # % " # &
' ( ' ) $ " # $ * + ,
- , . , + / 0 1 , # )



3 0

Financing sustainable development
At the start of the Decade of Action, global challenges have multiplied. The economic and financial shocks associated with 

COVID-19 have plunged the world into recession. This has made financing for sustainable development more difficult, endangering 

the achievement of the SDGs.

Supporting Member States to advance sustainable 
finance

�n September ƑƏƐƖ, UN DESA supported the �igh-level 

Dialogue on 
inancing for Development where six urgent 

actions were highlighted for strengthening sustainable 

financeĹ  (i) address vast financing gaps for sustainable 

developmentĸ (ii) align financing sources and instruments 

with the SD�s, including through the implementation 

of integrated national financing frameworks (�N

s)ĸ (iii) 

tackle illicit financial Yowsĸ (iv) achieve debt sustainability 

�ill �ates at the �igh-level Dialogue on 
inancing for Development, September ƑƏƐƖ. - �hoto �reditĹ  ��SD Reporting Services 

against rising climate and structural vulnerabilitiesĸ (v) 

strengthen domestic tax systems and international tax 

cooperationĸ as well as (vi) underline the essential role of 

�Lcial Development Assistance.

ReYecting its action-oriented focus, the Dialogue featured 

announcements of more than ƑƏ new initiatives and 

commitments by governments and stakeholders, including 

innovative financial instruments and new partnerships for 

SD� financing. 
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UN DESA supported the E��S�� �resident (Norway) to 

swiftly adapt the modalities of the E��S�� 
inancing 

for Development 
orum to the new circumstances, 

spearhead ing  an  innovat ive  way of conduct ing 

negotiations and intergovernmental meetings within 

the constraints of the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic. E��S�� 

convened two virtual meetings of the 
orum on Ƒƒ April 

and Ƒ �une, to address the immediate needs and longer-

term fragilities exposed by the pandemic. These meetings 

helped �ember States to gain better understanding of the 

concrete policy and financing options to tackle the global 

crisis and recover better. The outcome document of the 


orum represents the first set of universally agreed policy 

guidance on financing ��(�D-ƐƖ response and recovery. 

The document was also the first intergovernmental 

outcome negotiated by virtual means in the history of 

E��S��. 

I*&@"7"+8%6&A"),%97@")5%$&%977*5##%$=5%'"+9+)"+8%
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UN DESA’s thought leadership on development financing 

helped to shape the global discourse, including within the 

�ƑƏ, �nternational �onetary 
und and )orld �ank. The 

Department advanced strong policy responses to mitigate 

the impact of ��(�D-ƐƖ on the most vulnerable groups 

of countries, particularly least developed countries (�D�s) 

and small island developing States (S�DS).

The Department led the preparation and analytical work 

for the 7878$>2535125;$ ?&'$0+6,3253@(#$A#B#(&.C#5,$

-#.&', (
SDR), the main substantive input to the E��S�� 


inancing for Development 
orum. The publication is a 

product of the �nter-agency Task 
orce on 
inancing for 

Development, convened by UN DESA, which comprises 

over ѵƏ international organi�ations, including the United 

Nations, the �nternational �onetary 
und and the )orld 

�ank. �aunched in April ƑƏƑƏ, the ƑƏƑƏ 
SDR provided 

immediate actions and medium and long-term policy 

solutions to respond to the financing challenges brought 

on by ��(�D-ƐƖ. 

UN DESA also made substantive contributions to the 

UN Secretary-�eneral’s report on De0t and ��(�DňƎƔ: � 

�lo0al !evponve in Solidarity, providing policy advice on 

addressing sovereign debt. The Department also analysed 

the impact of ��(�D-ƐƖ on the financial sector, providing 

policy recommendations on how the international 

community can support countries most in need, and 

promoting the opportunity for sustainable development 

investing.  

UN DESA’s analytical work provided the foundation 

for three of six work streams (global liquidity and 

financial stability, debt vulnerability and private sector 

creditors engagement)V set up to advance the �igh-
�evel Event on 
inancing for Development, hosted by the 

Secretary-�eneral and the �rime �inisters of �anada 

and �amaica to discuss financing for development in 

the era of ��(�D-ƐƖ and beyond. �ember States will 

lead the efforts to identify the policy options to move 

forward on these key issues, with support from the UN 

development system and UN DESA, and in partnership 

with international organi�ations, financial institutions, 

think tanks, thought leaders and civil society.

2$*5+8$=5+"+8%WGL%)&--"$-5+$%9+7%9)$"&+% $&%
#B66&*$% '"+9+)"+8%'&*%75@5A&6-5+$%9+7%*5)&@5*%
:5$$5*%'*&-%ERS?0FTU

UN DESA convenes the UN �ƑƏ )orking �roup, on 

behalf of the Secretary-�eneral, to bring strategic 

system-wide UN inputs to the work of the �ƑƏ. UN DESA 

strengthened collaboration with the �ƑƏ �residency in 

ƑƏƑƏ (Saudi Arabia) to advocate for a stronger �ƑƏ focus 

- The other work streams were external finance for inclusive 
growth, illicit financial Yows and recovering better for 
sustainability.



3 2

on financing for development. 
or the first time, the �ƑƏ 

developed a �ulti-year �rogramme of Action on 
inancing 

for Sustainable Development. The �ulti-year �rogramme 

is expected to be endorsed by the �ƑƏ Summit in 

November ƑƏƑƏ. The Department also actively engaged 

in the preparation of the �ƑƏ Extraordinary Summit on 

��(�D-ƐƖ, supporting the Secretary-�eneral’s advocacy 

for the alignment of policies and relief resources with the 

ƑƏƒƏ Agenda.

Promoting private investment to support the 
Sustainable Development Goals

UN DESA supported the Secretary-�eneral in launching 

the �lobal �nvestors for Sustainable Development (��SD) 

Alliance, a group of ƒƏ global business leaders, brought 

together to provide decisive leadership in mobili�ing 

resources for and aligning business operations with 

sustainable development. )ith UN DESA’s support, the 

Alliance is taking steps to increase the impact of private 

investment and facilitate the disclosure by corporations 

of meaningful metrics to inform investor decision-

making. The Alliance has filled a critical gap in the 

finance ecosystem by developing a common definition of 

Sustainable Development �nvesting. The definition is key 

�ƑƏ �eaders (irtual Summit, �arch ƑƏƑƏ ŋ �hoto �reditĹ  UN �hotoņEric Schneider

to ensure the credibility of such investing and mitigate the 

risk of SD�-washing. 

�n light of the socioeconomic challenges caused by the 

��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic, the ��SD Alliance is also considering 

how to reorient investment for sustainable development 

both during the immediate response and in the recovery 

phase. To support this work, UN DESA has produced 

analysis on how investors could help recover better a[er 

the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis. 

Helping Member States to implement integrated 
national financing frameworks

UN DESA prepared practical modules to help �ember 

States implement integrated national financing frameworks 

(�N

s), including in the context of recovering better from 

��(�D-ƐƖ. The first module, on the �N

 inception phase, 

provided guidance to UN �ountry Teams in over ƐƏƏ 

countries that submitted proposals to the UN �oint SD� 


und under the theme, SD� 
inancing, including to pioneer 

�N

s. �N

s are a tool to help countries strengthen 

planning processes, ensure more risk-informed financing 

strategies and overcome existing impediments to financing 

sustainable development at the national level. An �N

 lays 

out the full range of financing sources ŋ domestic public 
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�naugural �eeting of the �lobal �nvestors for Sustainable Development Alliance, �ctober ƑƏƐƖ - �hoto �reditĹ  UN �hotoņ�ark �arten 

resources, aid and development cooperation, and domestic 

and international private finance ŋ and allows countries 

to develop a strategy to increase investment, manage 

risks and shocks and achieve sustainable development 

priorities, as identified in a country’s national sustainable 

development strategy.

Advancing risk-informed and climate-smart 
development cooperation

As substant ive  secretar iat  to  the Development 

�ooperation 
orum, UN DESA supported research, 

analysis and policy dialogue in support of more e@ective 

development cooperation in the ��(�D-ƐƖ period.  UN 

DESA worked with UN D�� to roll out the biennial D�
 

Survey, which monitors, reviews and documents the 

evidence on the state of play of development cooperation 

on the ground in responding countries. Survey findings 

reYected trends in development cooperation immediately 

preceding the onset of ��(�D-ƐƖ, complemented by in-

depth interviews with selected countries on the early 

impact of the pandemic.  Analysis of Survey data informed 

the ƑƏƑƏ D�
 Survey Study and provided practical 

guidance to �ember States on advancing risk-informed 

development cooperation in the Decade of Action for the 

SD�s. UN DESA also worked closely with the �overnment 

of �ndonesia in preparing analytical and related work 

focused on the key role of development cooperation, 

including South-South and triangular cooperation, in 

climate action and disaster risk reduction.

Strengthening tax cooperation

Throughout the year, UN DESA strengthened its support to 

the United Nations �ommittee of Experts on �nternational 

�ooperation in Tax �atters, helping to advance the role 

of tax cooperation in achieving the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda and 

Addis Ababa Action Agenda. �t supported the �ommittee 
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in its technical work in multi-stakeholder subcommittee meetings 

and production of draft chapters, building towards production of the 

�ommittee’s signature products as well as new ones, all with emphasis 

on the needs of developing countries. UN DESA assisted the �ommittee 

in advancing progress on updates of the widely used UN Model Double 

Taxation Convention between Developed and Developing Countries, 

the Manual on Transfer Pricing, and the Handbook on Taxation of the 

Extractives Industries by Developing Countries. �t also advanced new 

work on the Manual of Mutual Agreement Procedure, a handbook on 

carbon taxation, and guidelines on the tax treatment of government-to-

government aid profects.

Building local and regional capacity for municipal asset 
management

�unicipal assets, such as equipment and machinery, public land, buildings 

and infrastructure facilities provide essential public services and play a 

critical role in the implementation of the SD�s.  UN DESA and UN�D
 

delivered three country-level workshops in Nepal, �angladesh and 

LOOKING AHEAD

Taxation of the digitalized 
economy
UN DESA will hold a first in a series 

of UN workshops on taxation of 

the digitali�ed economy, in the 

fall of ƑƏƑƏ, which will provide 

developing country participants with 

an opportunity to discuss and share 

experiences, as well as feed their 

views into the ongoing international 

dialogue, on policy and administrative 

options to e@ectively tax the 

digitali�ed economy. 

�ocal and central government oLcials on foint field mission in �ulu, Uganda to assess progress in municipal asset management 
ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN DESA ņ�inda Newton
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Uganda, as part of their foint Development Account profect on municipal 

asset management. The workshops resulted in tangible commitments, 

including the implementation of Asset �anagement Action �lans 

(A�A�s) at the local level and the design of new asset management 

policy guidelines at the national level. UN DESA and UN�D
 are 

also implementing new online training modules on municipal asset 

management to help local governments identify strategic intervention 

that mitigate the adverse social and economic impact of the pandemic. 

Specific focus is on improving the service level of critical assets like 

hospitals, water and sanitation and solid waste management, as well as 

on retrofiমng public facilities to increase the capacity of local healthcare, 

provide shelter and facilitate business activities. 

Promoting financial accountability, transparency, and integrity

UN DESA hosts the independent Secretariat of the �igh-level �anel 

on �nternational 
inancial Accountability, Transparency, and �ntegrity 

(
A�T� �anel) launched by the �residents of the �eneral Assembly and 

the Economic and Social �ouncil, in �arch ƑƏƑƏ. The independent 

Secretariat developed an overview of existing frameworks related to 

financial accountability, transparency, and integrity, as well as analysis 

to help �ember States gain clarity on 
inancial �ntegrity issues. Through 

the spring and summer, UN DESA supported the �anel to consult with 

various stakeholders, including �ember State delegations, civil society, 

international institutions, experts, academia, and the private sectors. 

The information gained was used to help the panel prioriti�e its work, 

develop its understanding of the gaps and vulnerabilities in the current 

frameworks, and begin thinking about recommendations. The �anel will 

continue its work, producing an interim report in September ƑƏƑƏ and a 

final report in 
ebruary ƑƏƑƐ. 

IN FOCUS

Delivering capacity support 
to mobilize domestic 
resources
�uilding on the policy and practical 

guidance produced by the United 

Nations �ommittee of Experts on 

�nternational �ooperation in Tax 

�atters, UN DESA delivered global 

and regional workshops related to 

domestic resource mobili�ation and 

taxation. �n ƑƏƐƖ-ƑƏƑƏ, workshops 

were held in a number of developing 

countries including Senegal, �enya, 

Ecuador �ndonesia �eru and �olombia. 

The Department also expanded its 

por�olio of online courses on tax 

matters to include 
rench versions of 

both the UN �rimer on Tax Treaties 

and the UN �rimer on Transfer �ricing, 

in addition to the existing versions of 

both courses in English and Spanish.
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�rgani�ed annual high-profile global 
forums and events to mobili�e 
stakeholders including the private sector, 
!"#"$%&'!"()*+%,!,-(.",+%/0"$,1)02'/"(&+%
,1-%$'!,$%,1-%2(3"'1,$%3'#(21.(1)&%)'%
report and share about their 
implementation of the SD�s.

Supported the process of granting 7ƏƏ 
N��s consultative status with the UN 
E��S�� in ƑƏƐƖ.

�aunched a new ƑƏƒƏ Agenda 
�artnership Accelerator capacity-building 
profect, working with partners to build 
the skills of governments, UN system and 
other stakeholders to forge strong 
partnerships in support of the SD�s.

�ontinued to train government oLcials 
and other stakeholders on how to engage 
stakeholders in implementation of the 
ƑƏƒƏ Agenda at the national level.

Developed the innovative open source 
)''$+%!"#$%&'()*+%)'%0($/%0,21(&&%-,),%
generated by di@erent stakeholders in 
the monitoring of the SD�s.

! " # $ " % & " '
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Enhancing global partnerships 
The achievement of the 2030 Agenda will require an unprecedented level of cooperation and collaboration among all levels of 

government, civil society, businesses, foundations, academia, and others, and finding new ways of working. Through its normative, 

analytical and capacity-building work, UN DESA continues to engage diverse stakeholders at all levels around the follow-up and 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda and to provide platforms – both in person and virtual - to discuss and foster multi-stakeholder 

partnerships in support of the SDGs.

Facilitating stakeholder engagement around the 
SDGs

As part of its efforts to mobili�e the private sector, UN 

DESA partnered with the �nternational �hamber of 

�ommerce and the UN �lobal �ompact to co-organi�e 

several high-profile events to rally �E�s and other 

business leaders around the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda. Among 

them was the ƑƏƐƖ edition of the SD� �usiness 
orum, 

held on Ƒ5 September, in connection with the ƑƏƐƖ 

SD� Summit, which provided a high-level platform to 

support business action and partnerships to achieve the 

SD�s and to announce innovative business solutions 

to accelerate sustainable development. UN DESA also 

organi�ed the �hief Sustainability �fficers for the SD�s 

Representatives of the �aribbean �hilanthropic Alliance, a regional partnership for SD� implementation, announce their initiative in the SD� �edia ,one on the 
margin of the UN �eneral Assembly on Ƒ7 September ƑƏƐƖ. ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UND�� ņ David �c�reery 
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During the SD� �usiness 
orum in September ƑƏƐƖ, the organi�ation �arley for the �ceans and the �resident of �aldives announced the 
uture �sland Nation 
programme to bring solutions towards the achievement of multiple SD�s in the country - �hoto �reditĹ �arley for the �ceans

�articipant at the SD� �usiness 
orum ƑƏƐƖ ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN �lobal �ompactņ�hae �ihn for �.S. �hoto



! *! *

SD� Advocate �aul �olman, �hair of the �nternational �hamber of �ommerce, the � Team and (ice-�hair of the UN �lobal �ompact, delivers a passionate 
speech about the need for businesses to deliver the promises of the SD�s, at the SD� �usiness 
orum on Ƒ5 September ƑƏƐƖ. ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN �lobal 
�ompact �hotoņ �hae �ihn for �.S. �hoto

UN DESA Assistant Secretary-�eneral �aria 
rancesca Spatolisano (centre) consults with UN DESA sta@ member, �otta Tahtinen, in preparation for the opening 
of the �ocal and Regional �overnmentsŝ 
orum on ƑƓ September ƑƏƐƖ. -  �hoto �reditĹ U���-���UņEge �kal for �oel Sheakoski �hotography
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orum in parallel with the ƑƏƐƖ SD� Summit. The 
orum 

was co-facilitated by the civil society constituencies of the 

���
 �afor �roups and other Stakeholders �oordination 

�echanism (��oS). The 
orum allowed civil society 

and UN �ember States, international organi�ations, 

and other related constituencies to discuss the possible 

responses to the challenges exposed by the first four years 

of implementation of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. �t also outlined key strategies to move the 

Agenda forward.

O*"+8"+8%)"@"A%#&)"5$,%$&%$=5%$9:A5

Throughout the year, UN DESA’s outreach to non-

governmental organi�ations (N��s) facilitated their 

greater engagement and participation in the work of the 

UN. A record number of ѶѵƏ applications for consultative 

status with E��S�� was submitted in ƑƏƐƖ, representing 

a 7Ƒ per cent increase from ƑƏƐ5. �n ƑƏƐƖ-ƑƏƑƏ, the UN 

N�� �ommittee recommended that over 7ƏƏ N��s be 

virtual event, in collaboration with the )orld �usiness 

�ouncil for Sustainable Development, during the ƑƏƑƏ 

���
 session. The event served to facilitate dialogue with 

business practitioners around navigating business risks 

and opportunities in a post-��(�D world to recover better 

within the framework of SD�s.

2B66&*$"+8% $=5% *&A5% &'% A&)9A% 8&@5*+-5+$#% "+%
"-6A5-5+$"+8%$=5%20W#

�n recognition of the critical role of local governments 

in implementing the SD�s, UN DESA co-organi�ed the 


orum for �ocal and Regional �overnments in connection 

with both the ƑƏƐƖ SD� Summit and the ƑƏƑƏ ���
 

session, in �uly. �eld in partnership with UN-�abitat, �ocal 

ƑƏƒƏ and United �ities and �ocal �overnments, the events 

brought together hundreds of local and regional leaders 

and other participants to highlight their experiences with 

implementation and follow-up of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda and 

the SD�s. UN DESA also organi�ed a �ivil Society SD� 

ƑƏƐƏ Ŋ ƑƏƐƖ �&��E! �F �����C�T���S 
F�! C��S&�T�T�(E ST�T&S )�T� EC�S�C

Ə

ƑƏƏ

ƓƏƏ

ѵƏƏ

ѶƏƏ

ƐƏƏƏ

ƑƏƓ

ƑƏƐƏ ƑƏƐѶƑƏƐ7ƑƏƐѵƑƏƐ5 ƑƏƐƖ

5ƏƏ

ѵƒƏ

7Ɠ7
ѶƑѵ ѶѵƏ

Number of applications
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granted consultative status. UN DESA further increased 

its support to the �ommittee on N��s, by accelerating 

the processing of documentation, and strengthened its 

outreach to the over 5,ƏƏƏ N��s currently in consultative 

status, through online webinars aimed at providing 

guidance to N��s on their engagement with the UN.

UN DESA also continued to faci l i tate the active 

participation of N��s in intergovernmental debates 

related to sustainable development, including over Ɛ,5ƏƏ 

N��s in the ƑƏƐƖ ���
 session, in �uly. N��s submitted 

ƐƒƏ written statements on the theme Elpo�ering people 

and env�ring incl�vi�enevv and et�ality and at least ƓƏ 

organi�ations that attended the session delivered oral 

statements. As of ƒƏ April ƑƏƑƏ, the Department had 

received a total of ƐѶ7 written submissions from N��s 

(over ƓƏ per cent increase compared to last year) for the 

ƑƏƑƏ E��S�� �igh-level Segment on the theme of, 

�ccelerated acࢼon and tranv=orlaࢼ�e path�ayv: realizing the 

decade o= acࢼon and deli�ery =or v�vtaina0le de�eloplent.

�n addition, UN DESA facilitated the participation of 

N��s and other stakeholders in other high-level meetings 

and conferences, notably, the Second �igh-level United 

Nations �onference on South-South �ooperation, the 

ƑƏƐƖ SD� Summit, and the preparatory process for the 

ƑƏƑƏ UN �cean �onference.

Mobilizing through the pandemic

�n response to the global ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic, UN 

DESA convened multiple virtual briefings and webinars 

for stakeholders, including on policy briefs prepared by 

the Department on the pandemic and its socioeconomic 

implications, as well as ��(�D-ƐƖ response and recovery in 

the framework of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda through partnerships. 

�t continued to mobili�e key stakeholder constituencies, 

including youth, local and regional governments, and the 

private sector, around the preparations for the upcoming 

UN �cean �onference and UN Sustainable Transport 

�onference through dedicated online webinars. 

Strengthening capacity for effective partnerships

�n ƑƏƐƖ, UN DESA launched a new capacity-building 

profect, ƑƏƒƏ �artnership Accelerator, in partnership with 

UN �Lce for �artnerships, UN Development �oordination 

�Lce, UN �lobal �ompact and The �artnering �nitiative 

to foster effective multi-stakeholder partnerships 

in support of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda and country-driven 

partnership pla�orms in support of SD� implementation, 

and to build partnership skills and competencies of 

all relevant stakeholders, including through national 

partnership workshops. UN DESA held the first national 

workshop of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda �artnership Accelerator 

in Nairobi, �enya, in December ƑƏƐƖ, bringing together 

ƓƏ development professionals from government, various 

UN entities, the private sector, academia, and civil society 

committed to the implementation of the SD�s in �enya. 

Several �artnership Accelerator national workshops are 

currently in the planning phases with the UN Resident 

�oordinators in Samoa, �aldives, Thailand, �exico, and Sri 

�anka. UN DESA also worked with the UN Development 

�oordination �ffice and the Resident �oordinator 

�Lces in �ameroon, Dominican Republic, �uinea �issau, 

�adagascar, Serbia, and U�bekistan to strengthen the 
Ə

ƐƏƏƏ

ƑƏƏƏ

ƒƏƏƏ

ƓƏƏƏ

5ƏƏƏ

ƒƒѶƑ

ѵƏƏƏ

ƑƏƐƏ ƑƏƐ5 ƑƏƐƖ

�&��E! �F �!����,�T���S �� 
C��S&�T�T�(E ST�T&S )�T� EC�S�C

ƓƑƓƐ

5Ɠ5Ɛ
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multi-stakeholder dimension of national development 

planning and SD� mainstreaming in these countries.

UN DESA also partnered with UN�TAR to launch a 

�assive �nline �pen �ourse (����) on strengthening 

stakeholder engagement for the implementation and 

review of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda. �ver 5ƏƏ participants from 

governments and other sectors enrolled in the two 

editions of the course. �articipants of the first edition 

reported a ƐƏƏ per cent usefulness of the content and Ѷѵ 

per cent relevance for their work. �n addition, the content 

of the course was adapted into a Practical Guide on 

Stakeholder Engagement and the 2030 Agenda which is 

available in English, Spanish and 
rench. 

Developing online tools and knowledge products 
on partnerships and stakeholder engagement

UN DESA continued to prepare publications and analyses 

related to multi-stakeholder participation in ƑƏƒƏ Agenda 

implementation and partnerships, including a report on 

multi-stakeholder engagement in the implementation, 

follow up and review of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda, as reYected in 

(oluntary National Review ((NR) Reports (ƑƏƐѵ-ƑƏƐƖ)ĸ 

and a new SDG Partnerships Guidebook.

�t also supported several online tools to collect and 

disseminate detailed information about SD�-related 

actions and initiatives. UN DESA’s �artnerships for SD�s 

online platform includes over 5,ƏƏƏ partnerships and 

voluntary commitments from all stakeholders. �t also 

features an online SD� �ood �ractices database with 

over 5ƏƏ inspiring breakthroughs and success stories that 

can be replicated and scaled up. �t also houses the SD� 

Acceleration Actions database launched in connection 

with the ƑƏƐƖ SD� Summit with over Ɛ5Ə new initiatives 

by governments and other stakeholders to drive impac�ul 

SD� action. The included database of new voluntary 

ocean-related commitments emanating from the ƑƏƐ7 UN 

�cean �onference continued to see new commitments 

in ƑƏƐƖ and early ƑƏƑƏ. The Department also continued 

to support the ongoing work of the nine �ommunities of 

�cean Action that were established to follow-up on these 

commitments, including analysing their impact.

�n col laboration with the UN Dag �ammarskfक़ld 

�ibrary, UN DESA developed an innovative online tool 

�inkedSD�s, which provides a common framework and 

guidelines to improve the visibility, interoperability and 

usability of supplementary sources of data on sustainable 

development, including by different stakeholders, to 

complement the work of national statistical offices. 

�inkedSD�s provides all stakeholders with open source 

tools to make SD� data interoperable for easier data 

integration, analysis and monitoring.

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/StakeholdersGuideEspanol
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/StakeholdersGuideFrancais
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/goodpractices
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgactions
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgactions
http://linkedsdg.apps.officialstatistics.org/#/
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ollowed up on the �lobal �ompact for Safe, 
�rderly and Regular �igration through its 
participation in the United Nations Network on 
�igration and the �nternational 
orum on 
�igration Statistics. 

�layed an instrumental role in responding to the 
��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic by launching a global online 
survey to monitor the impact of the coronavirus 
crisis on statistical agencies, as well as to identify 
new data needs.

�roduced the ƑƏƑƏ Sustainable Development 
�oals Report, in partnership with the UN system, 
highlighting progress and gaps in global e@orts to 
achieve the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the on-going impact of 
��(�D-ƐƖ on e@orts to achieve the goals.

�rovided capacity-building support to countries 
!"#$!%&'(!)&'#!)&*%#$+$!&,$#!"#%&$-"'.#!"#!)&#
SD� data needs, enhance coordination of their 
national statistical systems, and improve users’ 
engagement and data dissemination and 
communication.

�dentified solutions to address the need for more 
timely, disaggregated data by working with 
countries and building multi-stakeholder 
-/%!'&%$)*-$0
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Investing in data and statistics                 
for the SDGs
Now more than ever, high-quality, trustworthy data from strong national statistical systems are needed to inform evidence-based 

decision-making and measure the progress towards achieving sustainable development. The current pandemic has brought the 

importance of timely, trustworthy data and statistics to the forefront, and UN DESA has stepped up to support countries in their 

response. Throughout the year, UN DESA continued to support countries in every corner of the world to bolster their statistical 

capacities. 

Supporting quality data and statistics for monitoring the SDGs

UN DESA is the custodian and central coordinator of the global SD� 

indicator framework and monitoring process. Data from UN DESA 

underpin the calculation of almost one-third of the indicators approved 

for use in the global monitoring of the SD�s. The Department also 

supports the �nter-agency and Expert �roup on SD� indicators which 

developed the global SD� indicator framework, the essential element 

in monitoring progress towards the SD�s. �n �arch ƑƏƑƏ, at the 5Ɛst 

Session of the Statistical �ommission, �ember States adopted a revised 

indicator framework, which gives a further boost to the SD� monitoring 

efforts, helping to ensure that no one is left behind. The centre piece 

of the SD� indicator framework and monitoring process is the annual 

publication of the Sustainable Development Goals Report and SD� 

�rogress �hart. �repared by UN DESA, in collaboration with over ƑƏƏ 

experts from around ƓƏ agencies, funds and programmes, the ƑƏƑƏ 

report underscores the urgency to accelerate e@orts towards achieving 

the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable Development in the times of the 

��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic. 

UN DESA also works to build and strengthen national capacities to 

estimate and analyse population levels and trends and other demographic 

indicators, for use in formulating and implementing national policies 

and programmes related to population and development.  �n �une ƑƏƐƖ, 

the Department published the latest revision of the biennial World 

Population Prospects, with estimates and profections of demographic 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/progress-chart-2020.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2020/progress-chart-2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/progress-report/
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ľThe data provided by the ŒUN 

DESAœ �opulation Division, 

starting with the )orld �opulation 

�rospects, are now the de facto 

standard for measures of world 

population and fertility and mortality 

rates. These data are indispensable 

for those working hard to monitor 

the SD� indicators.Ŀ

ŜStatement from �apan at the 

�ommission for �opulation and 

Development ƑƏƐƖ

trends for Ƒƒ5 countries and areas of the world. The World Population 

H'&6.#1,6$N$O2;"(2;",6 report o@ers a roadmap indicating where to target 

action and interventions for sustainable development, emphasi�ing that 

many of the fastest growing populations are in the poorest countries, 

where population growth brings additional challenges in the effort 

to eradicate poverty, achieve greater equality, combat hunger and 

malnutrition and strengthen the coverage and quality of health and 

education systems to ensure that no one is le[ behind. 

UN DESA also developed the methodology for global monitoring of SD� 

indicator ƐƏ.7.Ƒ, which assesses country-level migration policies, and 

released the data on the indicator in late ƑƏƐƖ. That year, 5Ɠ per cent 

of countries with available data reported having a wide range of policy 

measures to facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and 

mobility of people.

ERS?0FTU%*96"7%*5#6&+#5%9+7%79$9%=B:#

The onset of the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic in early ƑƏƑƏ, further heightened 

the need for timely and accurate real-time data for guiding decision 

making amidst a global emergency. UN DESA launched a global network 

of UN ��(�D-ƐƖ Data �ubs and a ��(�D-ƐƖ resources portal for 

national statistical offices. This rapid response has been of welcome 

Source: United Nations and International Organization for Migration (2019). SDG indicator 10.7.2: 
Global and regional aggregates.
Available at: www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/theme/sdg/index_10_7_2.asp.

?/%PRE.2

UN DESA’s World Fertility and Family 

H(35525;$7878/$O2;"(2;",6, analyses 

the data sets used for monitoring 

progress on SD� indicator ƒ.7.Ɛ. �t 

presents trends in contraceptive use 

and fertility, as well as insights into the 

relationship between contraceptive 

use and fertility at the global, regional 

and national levels for women of 

reproductive age The data indicates 

that there is an inverse relationship 

between contraceptive use and the 

fertility level, which can be observed 

in cross-national data for both ƐƖƖƏ 

and ƑƏƑƏ.
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assistance to �ember States. UN DESA is supporting 

national statistical offices, in collaboration with partners 

from the private sector and civil society, in foining a 

federated network of national ��(�D-ƐƖ data hubs. The 

initiative enables the sharing and use of high-quality, geo-

referenced data from multiple sources to monitor the 

spread of ��(�D-ƐƖ, helping to inform policies to mitigate 

the pandemic and lessen the impact of the disease on 

people’s lives. 

�n addition, UN DESA is hosting a collaborative website 

for the global statistical community to share guidance, 

actions, tools, and best practices to ensure the operational 

continuity of data programmes by national statistical 

oLces. The hub also helps to address issues of open and 

timely access to critical data needed by governments and 

all sectors of society to respond to the global ��(�D-ƐƖ 

crisis.

The Department also worked with the )orld �ank’s 

Development Data �roup and, in coordination with the 

five UN regional commissions, launched a global online 

survey to monitor the nature, scale, and scope of the 

impact of the coronavirus crisis on statistical agencies, 

as well as to identify new data needs. The survey was 

designed to inform the global statistical community on 

how to better respond to the immediate needs of countries 

facing the most urgent challenges and plan a coordinated 

effort to navigate through the crisis and its impact over 

the next few months. The key findings includeĹ

Ŏ The ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic is worsening global data 

inequalities. 

Ŏ The global statistical community and donors must 

urgently provide technical assistance and financial 

resources to the national statistical offices most in 

need of support.

Ŏ The pandemic has highlighted the importance of the 

digital revolution.

Monitoring the economic measures for sustainable 
development

UN DESA, working in partnership with countries and 

international agencies, is supporting the development of 

new economic measures for sustainable development. This 

research in new economic measures is part of the revision 

of international macroeconomic, classifications and related 

statistical standards by ƑƏƑ5, under the governance of 

the Statistical �ommission. The Department is drafting 

guidance notes on the role of multinational enterprises 

in the global value chain and accounts for the digital 

economy, distribution of income, consumption and wealth, 

environment, education, health, labour, and unpaid 

household work. 
urthermore, research has been initiated 

on the broader measurement framework for the System 

of National Accounts (SNA), which integrates these new 

accounts for the purpose of providing statistical guidance 

on the broader measures of progress related to human and 

natural capital in addition to physical capital. 

Providing data and evidence for safe, orderly, and 
regular migration 

�n addition to its work on migration-related SD� 

indicators, UN DESA is part of an eight-member Executive 

�ommittee charged with making decisions on behalf of 

the United Nations Network on �igration, which seeks 

to ensure effective, timely and coordinated system-wide 

support to �ember States in their follow-up of the �lobal 

�ompact for Safe, �rderly and Regular �igration adopted 

in ƑƏƐѶ. The UN �igration Network contributed to the 

Secretary-�eneral’s policy brief on ��(�D-ƐƖ and people 

on the move, which argued that migrants, especially those 

in precarious situations, are hard hit by the pandemic 

due to border closures, falling remittances and rising 

xenophobia, racism and stigmati�ation. �n particular, UN 

DESA is leading the revision of recommendations on 

statistics of international migration including statistical 

concepts, definitions and methods to support countries’ 

https://covid-19-response.unstatshub.org
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INVESTING IN DATA AND STATISTICS FOR THE SDGS 

e@orts to respond to new migration data requirements for 

the implementation of the �lobal �ompact on �igration.

UN DESA also collaborated with ��� and �E�D in 

organi�ing the second �nternational 
orum on �igration 

Statistics, held in �airo, Egypt, in �anuary ƑƏƑƏ. �ore 

than 7ƏƏ participants from ƖƖ countries made the 
orum 

the largest event on migration statistics and migration 

data ever. The 
orum sought to mobili�e expertise 

from a wide range of disciplines, including statistics, 

economics, demography, sociology, geospatial science, 

and information technology, to improve the collection and 

analysis of migration data worldwide. 

Partnering with Member States to develop national 
statistical capacities

UN DESA works together with international and national 

organi�ations to strengthen data and statistical capacity of 

countries to meet the data demand for the implementation 

of the SD�s. This work is guided by intergovernmental 

agreements, including the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. To support this work, UN DESA also 

produced handbooks and guidelines on methodological 

issues, organi�ed regional and in-country workshops, and 

conducted field missions.

�ed by UN DESA, the Development Account ƐƏth 

Tranche on Statistics and Data brings together ƐƏ entities 

from across the UN Secretariat to share their technical 

capacities and strengths and to support developing 

countries in building their capacity to accurately and 

reliably monitor their progress towards achieving the 

sustainable development goals for evidence-based 

policymaking. �y the end of ƑƏƐƖ, the �rogramme 

had already delivered more than ƓѵƏ specific outputs 

targeting ƐƒƏ developing countries in all regions of the 

world. �mplementing agencies are the five UN Regional 

�ommissions, UN-�abitat, UN�TAD, UN Environment, 

UN�D� and UN DESA. Additional development partners 

include the )orld �ank, UN
�A, UND�, UN��E
 and the 

European Union.

UN DESA has also been working to support countries in 

Africa and Asia to improve the availability and level of 

disaggregation of data on national SD� indicators, and 

to establish national SD� data and metadata platforms 

for their dissemination. This profect has also supported 

improved cooperation and coordination in the production 

and use of SD� data and statistics for policy and decision-

making at the national level and improved international 

comparability and dissemination of nationally produced 

SD� indicator data.  �ost of the profect countries have 

standardi�ed their SD� data and shared them with UN 

DESA, using the global SD�* standard. �ost have in 

place SD� user engagement strategies and have started 

implementing activities, and around half have already 

published their national SD� pla�orms.

Ensuring that everyone counts

�n ƑƏƑƏ, UN DESA statistical capacity development 

activities have also had a special focus on assessing and 

supporting the implementation of the ƑƏƑƏ Round of 

the )orld �opulation and �ousing �ensus �rogramme, 

as the world approaches the mid-point of the round of 

censuses that started in ƑƏƐ5 and will run until ƑƏƑƓ. This 

assessment has become even more critical in the face of 

the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic, which has negatively impacted 

the capacity of many countries to conduct a population 

and housing census, or otherwise produce small area 

census statistics, at least once in the period ƑƏƐ5-ƑƏƑƓ.

Providing methodological guidance

To support �ember States in producing internationally 

comparable, high-quality data and statistics for sustainable 

development, UN DESA also provide methodological 

guidance for the development and implementation of 

internationally agreed statistical standards, methods, 

classifications and definitions. 
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�aribbean Thematic �onference (Ƒ5 ŋ Ƒ7 November ƑƏƐƖ, �hrist �hurch, �arbados) �hoto �reditĹ �arbados Statistical Services 

Asian Thematic �onference (ƐƑ-ƐƓ 
ebruary, �anila, �hilippines) �hoto �reditĹ The �hilippines Statistics Authority 
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�s. Na�ira �erimalieva of the National Statistical System in �yrgy�stan shares her views during a user engagement workshop �hoto �reditĹ UN DESA

�articipants in an SD� metadata workshop in Uganda, �hoto �reditĹ UN DESA
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UN DESA released the United Nations National Quality 

Assurance Frameworks Manual for Official Statistics 

and developed a self-assessment checklist, both of which 

formed the basis of multiple regional workshops to 

support and bolster quality assurance activities in many 

countries and regions. The �anual addresses especially 

the quality assurance for new data sources and for SD� 

indicator data and statistics and contains the international 

recommendations for quality assurance for official 

statistics.  

Endorsed by the UN Statistical �ommission in �arch 

ƑƏƑƏ, UN DESA developed a conceptual framework 

to moderni�e time-use surveys, including a �inimum 

�armoni�ed �nstrument for the collection of time-use data, 

which provides methodological guidance on the collection 

of time-use data to inform and monitor policies on unpaid 

work, non-market production, well-being and gender 

equality. The �nstrument provides countries with an option 

to collect time-use data at a lower cost with increased 

frequency.

The United Nations �ommittee of Experts on �lobal 

�eospatial �nformation �anagement (UN-����) adopted 

the �lobal Statistical �eospatial 
ramework (�S�
) to 

address the need for a globally consistent mechanism 

for enabling the integration of statistical and geospatial 

information.  The Statistical �ommission endorsed the 

framework in its ƑƏƑƏ session. The first global framework 

to be adopted by both intergovernmental bodies on 

statistics and geospatial information, the �S�
 provides 

guidance on how to integrate data from both statistical 

and geospatial communities. 

Driving data innovation

UN DESA is collaborating with local, national and global 

partners from intergovernmental organi�ations, academia, 

civil society and the private sector, in order to leverage 

innovative sources, technologies and methods for 

production and dissemination of better, more timely and 

disaggregated data for sustainable development.  These 

efforts, focused on mainstreaming of data innovations 

into official statistical production processes, are helping 

countries leverage the full potential of geospatial 

information, big data and other non-traditional data 

sources, in order to improve the timeliness, coverage, and 

quality of SD� data through collaboration, partnerships 

and capacity development.

The UN �lobal �latform, a cloud-based collaborative 

environment on data innovation for the global statistical 

community, enables the sharing of new global data 

solutions sources, methods and technology. �n ƑƏƑƏ, 

during the pandemic, satellite imagery and machine 

learning were used on this pla�orm to develop estimation 

methods for crop statistics in Senegal, while training 

the Senegalese staff at the same timeĸ and state-of-

the-art .Stat Suite technology was implemented for 

cloud-based hosting and dissemination of �ambodia’s 

national statistics. UN DESA established �emorandums 

of Understanding with regional hubs of the UN �lobal 

�la�orm in �hina, Rwanda, and the United Arab Emirates, 

which will provide training opportunities and help 

accelerate data innovation at the regional level.

UN DESA also worked with partners to launch the 

DataƓNow initiative, in September ƑƏƐƖ. DataƓNow aims 

to make innovative methods and data solutions easily 

accessible to countries to support progress towards the 

SD�s, including for monitoring progress. �t mobili�es 

and establishes partnerships between country statistical 

systems and the private sector, international organi�ations, 

and donors. Through multi-stakeholder partnerships 

the initiative aims to mainstream innovations in data 

production and analysis easily accessible to support 

progress towards the SD�s.
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Drove a multi-year process to prepare 
the first quadrennial �lobal Sustainable 
Development Report, launched in 
September ƑƏƐƖ.

�rovided a comprehensive assessment 
of the macroeconomic consequences of 
emerging trends, including the impact of 
the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic.

�roduced high-quality publications with 
hard hiমng findings and 
recommendations for advancing social 
!"#$%&'"'()&$#%*%+',(%"-.

�aunched a dedicated series of policy 
briefs and webinars and published a 
Sustainable Development �utlook on 
the impacts of ��(�D-ƐƖ and policy 
options for recovering better.

Supported leading development experts 
of the UN �igh-level Advisory �oard on 
Economic and Social A@airs and the UN 
�ommittee for Development �olicy in 
providing innovative policy advice to the 
UN system.
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Advancing thought leadership for 
sustainable development
In a period marred by a global pandemic and its broad social and economic impacts, UN DESA continued to guide the narrative, 

using timely, principled and authoritative information to highlight solutions and solidarity, and offer sound avenues for response 

and recovery. UN DESA continued to set the tone of the global conversation on social and economic issues through its cutting-edge 

analytical products, policy advice and capacity development.  

Bringing the future into focus 

UN DESA’s work on tracking and forecasting development trends 

received heightened attention in ƑƏƑƏ. The World Economic Situation 

and Prospects ()ES�) played a critical role in informing the global 

dialogue on economic development, including in the context of the 

)orld Economic 
orum. The )ES� mid-year update presented a 

comprehensive assessment of the macroeconomic consequences of the 

��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic for the world economy as well as its implications 

for sustainable development in general. �t found that the pandemic has 

unleashed a health and economic crisis unprecedented in scope and 

magnitude, with global growth profected to contract by -ƒ.Ƒѷ in ƑƏƑƏ. 

IN FOCUS

WESP Mid-Year Update
The mid-year update of the )ES� 

report saw mafor media coverageĹ 

Ŏ Ƒ,ƏƏƏ articles

Ŏ Ɛ,ƐƏƏ social media posts with 

a cumulative potential reach of 

over ƐƑƒ million

Ŏ �lose to ѵ,ƏƏƏ engagements on 

social media.

Trillions of constant 2015 US dollars
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The world economy is expected to lose nearly ŪѶ.5 trillion in output in 

ƑƏƑƏ and ƑƏƑƐ, wiping out much of the output gains of the previous five 

years. The report also underscores the imperative for countries to recover 

better, aligning their pandemic response with the obfectives and priorities 

of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable Development �oals. As of early �une, 

the )ES� ƑƏƑƏ and its mid-year update had together registered Ƒѵ,Ə5Ѷ 

downloads from UN DESA sites. The report and its mid-year update 

were mentioned around ƒ,ƏƏƏ times by the global media, including the 

Associated �ress, Reuters, E
E, The New +ork Times, The )ashington 

�ost, 
ranceƑƓ, RT, *inhua and NDT(.

The first in a new series, the %&'()$0&123($-#.&',$7878/$I5#R+3(2,J$25$3$

-3.2)(J$<"35;25;$%&'() also helped inform global dialogue on persistent 

challenges posed by inequality and other social divides. The report, 

released in �anuary ƑƏƑƏ was taken up by over ƓƏ prestigous media 

outlets around the world, as it revealed the deep divides that persist 

within and across countries despite an era of extraordinary economic 

growth and widespread improvements in living standards. 

The report found that powerful economic, social and environmental 

forces, including climate change, technological innovation, urbani�ation 

and international migration, are affecting inequality trends, and 

recommended that countries redouble their efforts to achieve SD� ƐƏ 

on reducing inequality. �t sends a clear message that the future course of 

these complex challenges is not set. They can be harnessed for a more 

equitable and sustainable world, or they can be le[ to further divide us. 

The report received global media attention and sparked an intense debate 

on inequality in diverse circles ŋ from an in-depth economy column in the 

)ashington �ost to the opening of a movie critique in 
orbes.

Q5A6"+8%C5-:5*%2$9$5#%*5)&@5*%:5$$5*3%(77*5##"+8%ERS?0FTU%
*5#6&+#5%9+7%#B#$9"+9:A5%*5)&@5*,%

�n its immediate response to the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis, UN DESA undertook 

research and analysis of the socioeconomic impacts of ��(�D-ƐƖ. 

�ublished as a series of policy briefs, UN DESA drew on its analysis to 

provide policy recommendations to address the crisis and steer towards a 

sustainable recovery.  Since the launch of the series on Ɛ April ƑƏƑƏ, the 

Department published Ƒƒ concise and focused briefs, covering a wide 

range of both sectoral and cross-cuমng sustainable development issues, 

ľ�t gave me the interrelatedness of 

the social and the economic, how 

a social problem of ��(�D-ƐƖ has 

gotten itself interwoven with the 

other facts of human society. The 

economic e@ects of this pandemic 

are worldwide and therefore one 

needs to look at it with a wider 

perspective, broadened view.Ŀ 

(University student from ,imbabwe  

commenting on UN DESA webinar)
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often with a focus on the most vulnerable countries and populations. 

�ointly, they provided timely analyses of the challenges posed by the 

unprecedented crisis as well as policy guidance to ensure that sustainable 

development goals remains in reach during the post-crisis decade. UN 

DESA’s new ��(�D-ƐƖ portal quickly became one of the Department’s 

most visited web pages, with Ɛ7,ѶƖѵ visits in the second quarter.  The 

featured policy briefs were downloaded a combined Ƒƒ7,7ƑƖ times from 

Ɛ April through ƒƏ �une ƑƏƑƏ.

To strengthen its outreach to a wider audience and further inform the 

policy briefs’ key findings and recommendations in responding to the 

pandemic, UN DESA launched on Ɩ April ƑƏƑƏ its first webinar on the 

economic, social and financial impact of ��(�D-ƐƖ, as part of the DE$

A40:$%#@253'$0#'2#6. The session was attended by close to Ɩ,ƏƏƏ 

viewers from over ƐѵƏ countries, with an estimated social media reach 

of over ƒƓ,ƏƏƏ people. The Department continued to inform and engage 

with the participants through its virtual pla�orm on other urgent issues, 

including strengthening science and technology, addressing inequalities, 

harnessing climate and SD� synergies, and integrating the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda 

into response and recovery plans. A total of Ɛѵ webinars so far have been 

viewed almost ѵ5,ƏƏƏ times.

ľ�y role as Senior �rograms Œ�Lcerœ 

involves designing and providing 

technical and managerial support 

to a por�olio of profects in country 

and within the region. So, the 

learning was very helpful designing 

the country-level ��(�D-ƐƖ 

contingency plan.Ŀ (�ivil society 

organi�ation member from Uganda 

commenting on UN DESA webinar) 
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As part of its e@orts to help �ember States respond to the ��(�D-ƐƖ 

pandemic UN DESA also brought together the analytical insights 

provided by the esteemed members of the UN �igh-level Advisory �oard 

on Economic and Social A@airs (��A�) and published the ��A�’s edited 

volume in �uly ƑƏƑƏ. �onvened by the Under-Secretary-�eneral of UN 

DESA, the Advisory �oard is a group of former �eads of State, senior 

�overnment officials, a Nobel �aureate and other eminent experts on 

economic and social policies. The publication, ľRecover �etterĹ Economic 

and Social �hallenges and �pportunities,Ŀ is the outcome of the two-

year term of the ��A� and provides important inputs to inform and 

advise the UN on critical social and economic issues. �t discusses a wide 

set of development issues that are central to the work of UN DESA 

and the broader UN system, covering global economic development, 

inclusive growth, economic structure evolution, climate change, frontier 

technologies, financing for sustainable development, and multilateralism, 

among others.  Nearly ѶƏƏ people registered for the ƑƑ �uly )ebEx 

event, representing at least 75 countries from Africa, Asia, Australia, the 

�aribbean, Europe, North America and South America. �n its first week, 

the video of the event was seen by about Ƒ,ƏƏƏ users on UN )ebT(, 

and an additional Ɛ,ƓƏƏ on +ouTube, Ƒ,ƒƏƏ on 
acebook and more 

than ƐƏ,ƏƏƏ on Twitter. Separately, the video reached almost ƑƑ,ƏƏƏ 

of UN DESA’s 
acebook followers, earning good engagement with ƒƑѵ 

reactions.

UN DESA’s work also supported the plenary session of the �ommittee 

for Development �olicy (�D�) in 
ebruary ƑƏƑƏ. �n its contribution to 

the ���
 �inisterial Declaration and in a dedicated document, the �D� 

focused on implications of the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis, highlighting the need 

to put the SD�s first and foremost to build equal, green and resilient 

societies and economies. �t made concrete proposals for how multilateral 

responses could address the health crisis, stem the economic impacts and 

accelerate achievement of the SD�s, and called for an inclusive process 

to reform multilateral rules and institutions.   

Strengthening the science-policy interface

UN DESA drove a multi-year process to prepare the first quadrennial 

Global Sustainable Development Report (�SDR), one of the two reports 

mandated to inform the follow-up and review process of the ƑƏƒƏ 
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Agenda. A Secretary-�eneral-appointed group of Ɛ5 

independent scientists authored the Report, supported by 

a task team of UN-system entities led by UN DESA and 

including UN�TAD, UND�, UNE�, UNES�� and the )orld 

�ank. UN DESA provided research and drafting support, 

including managing the external peer review. An online 

call for inputs garnered more than ƒƏƏ contributions from 

across the world. The report launched in September ƑƏƐƖ.

The report identifies six entry points where specific 

actions aimed to mitigate trade-o@s and catalyse synergies 

can bring about the transformative change needed to 

reach the SD�s. The report quickly gained strong online 

presence, with Ų�SDR generating more than ƐƑ.5 million 

impressions on Twitter on its launch day. The six ļentry 

points’ presented in the report informed the politically 

negotiated outcome document from the SD� Summit 

and its call for a ļdecade of action and delivery’. Since 

the launch, UN DESA has continued, with the support 

of partners, to amplify the messages of the Report both 

on and offline. These messages continue to inform SD� 

implementation and review processes, including through 

dedicated sessions in the ���
 programme for ƑƏƑƏ.

UN DESA has continued to support the important work 

of the E��S�� �igh-level Segment, in its focus on future 

trends and scenarios. To support the discussions in the 

ƑƏƑƏ Segment UN DESA prepared a report on Accelerated 

action and transformative pathwaysĹ reali�ing the decade 

of action and delivery for sustainable development. UN 

DESA’s report on �ong-term future trends and scenarios-

impacts in the economic, social and environmental 

A panel of independent scientists authored the �SDR, with support from a UN DESA-led UN-System Task Team. ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņ Eskinder Debebe
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areas on the reali�ation of the Sustainable Development �oals further 

served to inform the Segment’s deliberations on the future of the SD�s 

following the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis. UN DESA’s 0+6,3253@(#$A#B#(&.C#5,$

Q+,(&&L (SD�) further helped to inform �ember States deliberations. 

�n �uly ƑƏƑƏ the SD� addressed the impact of the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis on 

the sustainable development agenda and on the prospects for achieving 

the Ɛ7 SD�s. The ƑƏƑƏ edition of the report o@ered a forward-looking, 

scenario-based analysis of policy options for responding to the crisis, 

and presented their likely outcomes, supporting �ember State e@orts to 

recover better. 

2B66&*$%$&%$=5%./%75@5A&6-5+$%#,#$5-%*5'&*-%

�n ƑƏƑƏ, UN DESA continued to support �ember States to forge ahead 

with efforts to reposition the UN development system (UNDS) and 

provide strategic direction on operational activities for development, an 

even more pressing topic in light of ��(�D-ƐƖ. The Department surveyed 

�rogramme �ountry �overnments, Resident �oordinators, �peration 

�anagement Teams and UN Agency �eadquarters. An analysis of the 

robust evidence collected was presented to �ember States in the annual 

Secretary-�eneral’s report on the quadrennial comprehensive policy 

review ( ��R). The report provides a comprehensive update on progress 

in implementing �ember States’ policy guidance on the  ��R, currently 

set out in the ƑƏƐѵ �A resolution on the  ��R and ƑƏƐѶ �A resolution 

on repositioning the UNDS. A detailed funding analysis and a monitoring 

framework with over Ɛѵ5 indicators accompany the report. 

The Department supported the (ice-�resident of E��S�� in organi�ing 

the E��S��’s �perational Activities Segment, where the Secretary-

�eneral presented his report on the  ��R to the membership. This year’s 

Segment was particularly critical as it paved the way for finalising the 

remaining mandates of the repositioning e@orts, on the review of regional 

assets and multi-country oLces, and the upcoming ƑƏƑƏ �A resolution 

on the  ��R. �n addition, UN DESA is helping delegates to prepare for 

the ƑƏƑƏ �A resolution on the  ��R through a training series hosted in 

collaboration with the �overnment of Swit�erland and UN�TAR. 

1Y6A&*"+8%&6$"&+#%'&*%"+)AB#"@5%5)&+&-"5#%

Throughout the year, UN DESA has convened regular meetings of the 

United Nations Economists Network (UNEN), with participation from the 

?/%PRE.2
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Ŏ �ver ƒƏ,ƏƏƏ datapoints 

Ŏ ƐƐ7 �rogramme �ountry 

�overnments

Ŏ ƐƐѵ Resident �oordinators

Ŏ ƐƐѵ �perational �anagement 

Teams

Ŏ ƒƏ Agency �eadquarters. 

Ŏ ѶƐѷ of �D�s (ƒѶ out of Ɠ7), ѶѶѷ 

of ��D�s (ƑѶ out of ƒƑ) and 7Ɛѷ 

of S�DS (Ƒ7 out of ƒѶ) responded 

to the survey of �rogramme 

�ountry �overnments.

 ľThis survey is helpful, it 

strengthens the partnership 

between government and UN 

agencies, and it allows them to 

evaluate their activities and improve 

on their mistakes.Ŀ 

Ŝ �rogramme �ountry �overnment 

Survey respondent
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five UN Regional Economic �ommissions, UND�, UN�TAD, 

UNE�, UN-�abitat, ���, 
A�, UNU and others. The 

Network has two obfectivesĹ to facilitate the collaboration 

and foint work among agencies on issues of shared interest 

and relevance to the sustainable development agendaĸ and 

to provide a network of support on economic, financial 

and social policy issues to the UN �ountry Teams and 

the Resident �oordinator �ffices.  To advance on these 

obfectives, the UNEN prepared a foint report for the 75th 

anniversary of the UN.  The report examines how e@orts 

must be reinforced and redirected to ensure that we 

achieve the full measure of the Sustainable Development 

Agenda and set the stage for an inclusive, sustainable 

and equitable future during the next 75 years. �t does 

so through a focus on five megatrends that are shaping 

our realityĹ  climate changeĸ demographic developments, 

�apture of  ��R UN�TAR Training Session in ƑƏƑƏ ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN DESA

particularly the ľageingĿ of populationsĸ the emergence 

of digital technologies as the mafor feature of the 
ourth 

�ndustrial Revolutionĸ urbani�ationĸ and inequalities. 

The report includes a brief analysis of the impact of 

the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis on the megatrends. The executive 

summary identifies a range of policies and interventions 

that could be effective in shifting the evolution of the 

megatrends and establishing the principles that should 

guide the choice of policies in countries. The UNEN is also 

discussing how best to leverage existing and new networks 

of experts to assist the UN �ountry Teams and to directly 

support in-country activities. 

Providing support to the new resident coordinator 
system and the new generation of United Nations 
Country Teams (UNCTs)

UN DESA identified the �ommon �ountry Assessments 
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(��As) as a key entry point to contribute to the UN�Ts’ 

support to national governments in the implementation of 

their sustainable development plans. The engagement in 

the preparation of the ��As will ensure that UN DESA’s 

support is aligned with the priorities of governments and 

work programmes of the resident coordinators. Accordingly, 

the support to the new generation of ��As has become a 

priority for the whole department. The Department started 

providing analysis on regional economic situation, national 

macroeconomic and structural transformation, debt 

management and fiscal issues, in six pilot countries, with 

a view to expanding it to more countries in the coming 

years. UN DESA also led an inter-agency team to prepare a 

thought piece on economic transformation. The obfective 

is to equip the resident coordinators and UN country 

teams with sufficient capacities to elaborate their own 

analysis and advise governments on relevant economic 

issues. The Department has built on the analytical tools 

and products already at its disposal, including its economic 

forecasting model and the �D� framework for expanding 

productive capacities in �D�s, to develop country specific 

policy guidance. 
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�oordinated across more than forty UN 
system entities for foint analysis and 
capacity building around science, 
technology and innovation for the 
Sustainable Development �oals (ST� for 
the SD�s).

�obili�ed record participation at the 
�nternet �overnance 
orum for 
community-shaped messages and best 
practice dissemination around issues 
such as cybersecurity and digital 
inclusion.

Analysed the implications of ��(�D-ƐƖ 
for science-policy advisory systems and 
showcased technology solutions to the 
!"#$%&'()


ocused the biennial United Nations 
E-�overnment Survey on local 
governments and on use of digital 
instruments by national governments to 
*%+!,#$-.,-./%-!"#$%&'()

Strengthened multi-faceted and 
multi-stakeholder analysis and 
dissemination of impacts of 
emergingņfrontier technologies on 
sustainable development.
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Harnessing science, technology and 
innovation for sustainable development
UN DESA plays a global leadership role in advancing cooperation at the science-policy-society interface, and in multi-stakeholder 

engagement on science, technology and innovation for the SDGs, areas of work established through the Rio+20 conference and the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This on-going engagement across multiple entities, disciplines and stakeholders, aimed 

at enhancing trust and capacity in STI, is proving particularly valuable during the ongoing global COVID-19 pandemic. 

Mobilizing multi-stakeholder collaboration on 
science, technology and innovation for the SDGs 

UN DESA, together with UN�TAD, brings together ƓƓ 

entities across the UN system to advance ST� for SD�s 

through the United Nations �nteragency Task Team on 

Science, Technology and �nnovation for the SD�s (�ATT). 

The Task Team prepares regularly updated briefs on the 

impact of emerging technologies on the SD�s, including 

ethical and normative issues, and provides guidance to 

countries for developing ST� roadmaps for the SD�s. 

)hile the annual multi-stakeholder ST� 
orum was 

deferred due to ��(�D-ƐƖ, webinars, virtual expert 

dialogues and surveys have engaged various stakeholders 

from across the world. �n ƑƏƑƏ an innovation challenge 

competition attracted several hundred applicants with 

winners featured in an online exhibition. Developed in 

partnership with the �lobal �nnovation Exchange, the 

challenge featured innovations that emphasi�e concrete 

action and transformative results, particularly through one 

or more of the six entry points for transformation identified 

in the Global Sustainable Development Report . �n 

addition, an expert dialogue in 
ebruary ƑƏƑƏ highlighted 

new areas for science-policy-society collaboration such as 

norms for open science, fighting misinformation, building 

public trust and ensuring universal access to global public 

goods such as vaccines. 

�n response to the urgent need for policy and good 

practices for addressing the impacts of the ��(�D-ƐƖ 

pandemic, UN DESA leveraged its analytical capacity 

to produce a policy brief on  the science-policy-society 

interface in ��(�D-ƐƖ response. A weekly blog series, 

Dispatches from the field, featuring UN DESA-affiliated 

scientists and experts, further showcased technology-

based strategies for combaমng ��(�D-ƐƖ. )ebinars and 

virtual expert dialogues continued to mobili�e stakeholders 

to identify collaborative ST� solutions for the SD�s. �ey 

recommendations and commitments developed through 

these initiatives and consultations were presented at the 

ƑƏƑƏ �igh-level �olitical 
orum (���
) in �uly ƑƏƑƏ and 

other high-level UN conferences.

Suppor ting global  cooperation on internet 
governance 

�ore than ƒ,5ƏƏ in-person and ƒ,ƏƏƏ online delegates 

came together at the ƐƓth Annual �eeting of the �nternet 

�overnance 
orum (��
), hosted by the �overnment 

of �ermany in �erlin, in November ƑƏƐƖ. �articipants 

included a record number of national parliamentarians 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/blog/covid19
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and delegates from the �lobal South. �onvened under the 

theme, �ne )orld. �ne �et. �ne (ivion, the ��
 provided a 

multi-stakeholder pla�orm for exchanging good practices 

and discussing issues around digital policy. The event saw 

the UN Secretary-�eneral and the �erman �hancellor 

both call for the �nternet to be used as a global commons, 

while respecting human rights and guaranteeing inclusion.  

The meeting resulted in community-shaped messages 

on cybersecurity, data governance and digital �nclusion, 

as well as output documents outlining best practices on 

cybersecurity, gender and access, local content, big data, 

�nternet of Things and artificial intelligence. As Secretariat 

of the ��
, UN DESA has begun preparations for the 

Ɛ5th annual ��
 meeting to be held in ƑƏƑƏ. �nputs are 

being received for each of its four thematic tracksĹ data, 

environment, inclusion and trust. The 
orum will explore 

practices to foster participation of vulnerable groups, 

including women and youth.

Assess i ng  e-government  f o r  susta in ab le 
development

The biennial United Nations E-Government Survey 

presents a systematic data-driven assessment of 

digitali�ation in transforming the public sector by 

enhancing its efficiency, effectiveness, accountability, 

inclusiveness, trustworthiness and supporting people’s 

participation and engagement. �y collecting primary 

survey data and studying broad patterns of e-government 

around the world, the Survey comparatively ranks the 

e-government development status of the ƐƖƒ United 

Nations �ember States. The ƑƏƑƏ edition of the Survey 

analyses the increasingly central role of e-government 

in connection to the everyday lives of people, focusing 

particularly on local governmentsŝ services, e-participation 

and the generation and use of data in e-government. �t 

examines digital government trends globally and regionally, 

and with respect to capacity development and digital 

transformation.

UN Secretary-�eneral and �erman �hancellor at the ��
 ƑƏƐƖ �pening �eremony. - �hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņTobias �ofs࢜ss
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An Addendum provides a timely analysis of the digital responses of 

countries to the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic. �n general, governments increased 

their level of information-sharing as the pandemic progressed in their 

countries, including through using more social media channels to report 

on ��(�D-ƐƖ statistics, national policy updates and information on 

where people can receive social, financial or mental health support.

�apacity-building activities have built on the findings of the 

E-�overnment Survey.  
or example, the Development Account profect 

on ľEvidence-based e-government policies for advancing governmental 

service delivery and accountability in support of the Sustainable 

Development �oalsĿ was implemented in �D�s to enable governments to 

grow and leverage their e-government capacity.  The profect supported 

initiatives such as �angladesh’s Access to �nformation (aƑi) initiative, and 

Ethiopia’s reform of its ��T �inistry into the �inistry of �nnovation and 

Technology.

(>!'%"1(>:5%.:&-%'>)%>45(>3&')"4(&>51;"'(>:5#2'(>:5!&-(#./0

T��E

�evel of 
information-
sharing

Types of 
information

Use of digital 
pla�orms

��) �ED�U� ����

�eneral health information (e.g. 
hygiene advice, emergency 
contacts)
�residential statements and 
other political announcements

�overnment portals (e.g. 
�entral government, �inistry 
of �ealth)

��(�D-ƐƖ statistics
�imited updates on policy 
developments and social 
distancing measures

Social media channels (e.g. 

acebook, Twitter)

Regular updates on policy 
developments and social 
distancing measures
�nformation on social, financial 
and mental support (e.g. 
initiatives, other portals, 
telephone numbers)

Dedicated public ��(�D-ƐƖ 
portals
�overnment-supported apps
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Reviewing frontier technologies

UN DESA’s quarterly review of frontier technologies examines the 

implications of frontier technologies for sustainable development. The 

quarterly review has covered a rich range of topics, including exploring 

how technologies such as nanotechnology and genetic modification can 

help deal with plastic pollution, and how the rapidly expanding sharing 

economy shows little signs of delivering fair and equitable welfare gains. 

These reviews stimulate broader discussions to help guide effective, 

evidence-based policymaking, and inform contributions to other 

workstreams and interagency efforts across the UN system, including 

the 2020 Financing for Sustainable Development Report and the UN 

Economists’ Network (UNEN) 75th Anniversary Report on megatrends.
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Showcased the important and intricate 
links between climate action and the 
ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable 
Development at the SD� �avilion during 
��� Ƒ5.

Supported the development of a new 
ƐƏ-year vision for the revitali�ed 
UN-Energy in support of the SD� 
Decade of Action and the �aris 
!"#$$%$&'(

�elped countries to develop their 
capacity in monitoring progress towards 
sustainable forest management and in 
mobili�ing forest financing.

�ontinued to lead the support to UN 
�ember States in the implementation of 
the �nternational Decade for Action 
ľ)ater for Sustainable DevelopmentĿ, 
ƑƏƐѶŋƑƏƑѶ.

�ontinued coordinating and collaborating 
with the nine thematic multi-stakeholder 
�ommunities of �cean Action (��As).
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Climate action
2020 was meant to be a landmark year for climate action and the SDGs. While ushering in a decade of ambitious action to deliver 

the SDGs by 2030, governments were also preparing to enhance their climate ambitions through updated nationally determined 

contributions under the Paris Agreement. The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the deepening of inequities it has left in its 

wake, have heightened the urgency of effectively mitigating the climate crisis. The 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement can 

serve as a compass to help policy makers meet urgent needs while aligning short-term solutions to medium and long-term climate 

and sustainable development objectives. UN DESA is moving the needle forward for harnessing synergies across development and 

climate action.

Harnessing climate and SDGs synergies 

UN DESA showcased the inter l inkages between 

climate action and sustainable development at the 

Ƒ5th �onference of the �arties to the UN 
ramework 

�onvention on �limate �hange (���Ƒ5), held in �adrid, 

Spain, in December ƑƏƐƖ. At its SD� �avilion, the 

Department featured more than 5Ə events, over ƑƏƏ 

panellists and close to Ɛ,ƏƏƏ participants. 

Among the events were a series of capacity building 

workshops on water and energy interlinkages at ���Ƒ5, 

organi�ed together with �taipu �inacional, a global leader 

in hydropower generation. The workshops featured case 

US� �iu ,henmin delivers remarks at an event at UN DESA’s SD� �avilion at ���Ƒ5 in �adrid. - �hoto �reditĹ UN DESAņ�sabel Raya
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�articipants listen and participate in sessions at UN DESA’s SD� �avilion at ��� Ƒ5 in �adrid.  - �hoto �reditĹ UN DESAņ�sabel Raya. 
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households around the world. �E�A aims to help countries 

strengthen operation between the health and energy 

sectors.

As global priorities quickly shifted toward curbing the 

impacts of the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic and shaping an 

effective recovery, UN DESA, in collaboration with 

UN
���, hosted a three-part virtual conference,  

�arnessing �limate ş SD�s Synergies to Recover �etter 

and Stronger from the ��(�D-ƐƖ �andemic, in �ay and 

�une ƑƏƑƏ. �undreds of experts and practitioners foined 

to learn how countries and stakeholders are advancing 

synergetic implementation of climate action and SD�s in 

the time of the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic.

studies illustrating how specific actions, profects and 

programmes around hydropower are moving the SD�s 

and climate action forward on multiple dimensions.

�n follow-up to the launch of the �ealth and Energy 

�la�orm of Action (�E�A), at the �limate Action Summit in 

September ƑƏƐƖ, UN DESA, together with �E�A partners, 

)��, the UND� and the )orld �ank, organi�ed a high-

level event at the SD� �avilion at ���Ƒ5. �utcomes of 

the event highlighted the need for political and financial 

commitments, enhanced multi-sectoral actions, increased 

attention to the climate opportunities from clean cooking, 

as well as the importance of making available affordable 

clean cooking that meets the needs of bil l ions of 

UN DESA team at ���Ƒ5 ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN DESAņDivision for Sustainable Development �oals 
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Supporting clean energy transitions with universal 
energy access

UN DESA supported intergovernmental processes in 

the areas of energy to support UN �eneral Assembly 

committees, the ���
 and the implementation of the 

UN Decade of Sustainable Energy for All ƑƏƐƓ-ƑƏƑƓ. As 

the Secretariat of UN-Energy, UN DESA supported the 

development of a new ƐƏ-year vision for the revitali�ed 

UN-Energy in support of the SD� Decade of Action 

and the �aris Agreement, by providing interagency 

coordination and support to its �o-�hairs, Achim Steiner, 

the Administrator of UND� and  Damilola �gunbiyi, 

Special Representative of the Secretary-�eneral for 

Sustainable Energy for All. The Department has also begun 

the preparations for the �igh-�evel Dialogue on Energy to 

Energy TransitionĹ �eaving No �ne �ehind ŋ Taking Action, �limate Action Summit ƑƏƐƖ ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN DESAņ�redrag (asic

be held in ƑƏƑƐ, with the Under-Secretary-�eneral of UN 

DESA serving as the Dialogue Secretary-�eneral and the 

UN-Energy �o-�hairs acting as the Dialogue �o-�hairs. 

�onvened by UN DESA, the more than ƓƏ-member multi-

stakeholder SD� 7 Technical Advisory �roup delivered a 

series of policy briefs on Accelerating SD� 7 achievement 

in the time of ��(�D-ƐƖ to inform intergovernmental 

discussions on universal access and clean energy 

transitions. UN DESA also co-developed the Tracking SDG 

7: Energy Progress Report 2020. �repared in partnership 

with other global custodians for SD�7 indicators, the 

report presents comprehensive coverage and in-depth 

analysis of over ƐѶƏ countries of their progress toward 

universal energy access and clean energy solutions.     
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Promoting global sustainable transport 

The UN Sustainable Transport �onference, originally 

scheduled for 5-7 �ay ƑƏƑƏ in �eifing, was postponed due 

to the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic. UN DESA, led by its Under-

Secretary-�eneral as the �onference Secretary-�eneral, 

continued to mobili�e all stakeholders and strengthen 

thought leadership to promote sustainable transport, 

including through inter-agency report analyses, webinars 

and discussions in related fora. 

Promoting forests’  contributions to global 
sustainable development

UN DESA continues to lead global efforts in support of 

the international forest policy dialogue, helping countries 

to develop their capacity in monitoring progress towards 

sustainable forest management and in mobili�ing forest 

financing. The Department’s work on forests directly 

supports the implementation of the UN Strategic �lan for 


orests ƑƏƒƏ and the UN 
orest �nstrument and is guided 

by the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

other global agreements.

The Department campaigned on the �nternational Day 

of 
orests (ƑƐ �arch), by promoting the importance of 

forests and biodiversity as its central theme. The campaign 

hashtag Ų�ntl
orestDay was featured in over Ɛ7,ƏƏƏ 

tweets by ƐƐ,ƏƏƏ contributors during the �nternational 

Day, with Ɛѵƒ million timeline deliveries, and over ѶƑ 

million accounts reached, according to estimates. 

UN DESA coordinated a system-wide vision among Ɛ5 

�aby �irds in Nest ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN DESA 
orest �hoto �ompetitionņ �rasetyo Nurramdhan
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orest cover in �ndia ŋ �hoto �reditĹ  UN DESA ņ�ita Sen

international forest-related organi�ations and conventions 

on advancing coherent implementation of the UN Strategic 

�lan for 
orests. �n �anuary ƑƏƑƏ, heads and principals 

of fifteen members of the �ollaborative �artnership on 


orests agreed on the Strategic (ision Towards ƑƏƒƏ, with 

specific obfective and strategic priorities to implement 

UNS�
, its �lobal 
orest �oals, and as well as other mafor 

forest-related commitments by ƑƏƒƏ. Specific steps 

were also taken to operationali�e the first phase of the 

clearing house of the �lobal 
orest 
inancing 
acilitation 

Network to provide information on the opportunities for 

financing sustainable forest management, facilitate access 

to related data and information, and to assess the progress 

towards target Ɛ5.b of SD�Ɛ5, which calls for financing 

and incentivi�ing sustainable forest management, and 

supporting developing countries in implementation.

�n �une ƑƏƑƏ, the Ɛ5th session of the UN 
orum on 


orests successfully adopted an omnibus resolution 

that charted the way forward in some of the key areas 

of 
orum’s work, including national reporting, means of 

implementation, capacity development, and thematic 

priorities for the upcoming biennium. UN DESA provided 

effective support to the three-month long intensive 

consultative process, which included three rounds of 

written inputs and numerous virtual consultations. 

Protecting our ocean

UN DESA has been coordinating and collaborating with 

the nine thematic multi-stakeholder �ommunities of 

�cean Action (��As) to follow-up on the implementation 



& '

Atlantic �oast of �arbados. - �hoto �reditĹ UN DESAņAstrid �urley

Submission to UN DESA 
orest �hoto �ontest. - �hoto �reditĹ �artin Schubert
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of the voluntary commitments made at the ƑƏƐ7 UN 

�cean �onference and to mobili�e new voluntary 

commitments for the upcoming UN �cean �onference. 

A variety of actors has so far made Ɛ,ѵƏƏ pledges of 

ocean action and the list is still growing. The Department 

has organi�ed workshops and webinars for the ��As to 

share best practices and experiences provide partnership 

opportunities and to catalyse additional pledges for ocean 

action. The quarterly �cean Action Newsletter produced 

by the Department further promotes the work of the 

��As and provides updates about the upcoming UN 

�cean �onference and ocean news from around the UN 

system.

To showcase the intricate and symbiotic link between 

ocean and climate change, UN DESA has also been 

supporting the �overnments of �enya and �ortugal to 

organi�e for the UN �cean �onference and its preparatory 

meetings. Although the �onference has been postponed 

due to the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic, the Department, in 

collaboration with related UN entities, continued to inform 

the UN senior leadership in addressing climate change and 

its impacts on the ocean as one of the most significant 

challenges to achieving the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda and SD� ƐƓ. UN 

DESA also o@ered steadfast support throughout the year 

to the e@orts of the UN Secretary-�eneral’s Special Envoy 

for the �cean, �eter Thomson.

Promoting water for sustainable development 

UN DESA is leading the support to UN �ember States 

in the implementation of the �nternational Decade for 

Action ľ)ater for Sustainable DevelopmentĿ, ƑƏƐѶŋƑƏƑѶ. 

The Department highlighted the important link between 

climate change and water by co-hosting several events, 

including at the margins of the �eneral Assembly �igh-

level Event on �limate �hange, the ���
, and the high-

level week of the 7Ɠth �eneral Assembly. UN DESA 

is also coordinating the preparation towards the ƑƏƑƒ 

UN �onference on the )ater Action Decade, together 

with UN-)ater, the �overnment of �ortugal and the 

�overnment of Tafikistan. �n collaboration with UN-)ater, 

UN DESA has also supported the development of the 

SD� ѵ �lobal Acceleration 
ramework to elevate water 

and sanitation issues within the UN System, as part of the 

Decade of Action launched by the UN Secretary-�eneral. 



' * ' #

!"#$%&"'$%(%&)(%!"("*"(+%!),+#)"'$)!-&!

Da@odilv vtarࢼng to gro� �ith Spring arri�ing
!"#$%&%"'()*+&,"-."#$%&%/01(2"31(&)4

!"#$%&'()*+,$-./0#123$4#-4#5#/65$6"#$
7288#56$5"93:$;.3#0$7<$6"#$=94>0$2/$
0#3.0#5?$@#6A$9B#4$6"#$>9/8$6#41A$
3>21.6#$3"./8#$-946#/05$#B#/$194#$
0#B.56.62/8$21-.365?$CD$)EFG$
39/62/H#5$69$.0B93.6#$;94$H48#/6$#;;9465$
;94$5H56.2/.7>#$0#B#>9-1#/6$6".6$89$
"./0*2/*"./0$=26"$3>21.6#$.3629/$2/$.$
=.<$6".6$>#.B#5$/9$9/#$7#"2/0?$

CD$)EFG???$

Showcased the important and intricate 
links between climate action and the 
ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable 
Development at the SD� �avilion during 
��� Ƒ5.

Supported the development of a new 
ƐƏ-year vision for the revitali�ed 
UN-Energy in support of the SD� 
Decade of Action and the �aris 
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�elped countries to develop their 
capacity in monitoring progress towards 
sustainable forest management and in 
mobili�ing forest financing.

�ontinued to lead the support to UN 
�ember States in the implementation of 
the �nternational Decade for Action 
ľ)ater for Sustainable DevelopmentĿ, 
ƑƏƐѶŋƑƏƑѶ.

�ontinued coordinating and collaborating 
with the nine thematic multi-stakeholder 
�ommunities of �cean Action (��As).
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Showcased the important and intricate 
links between climate action and the 
ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable 
Development at the SD� �avilion during 
��� Ƒ5.

Supported the development of a new 
ƐƏ-year vision for the revitali�ed 
UN-Energy in support of the SD� 
Decade of Action and the �aris 
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�elped countries to develop their 
capacity in monitoring progress towards 
sustainable forest management and in 
mobili�ing forest financing.

�ontinued to lead the support to UN 
�ember States in the implementation of 
the �nternational Decade for Action 
ľ)ater for Sustainable DevelopmentĿ, 
ƑƏƐѶŋƑƏƑѶ.

�ontinued coordinating and collaborating 
with the nine thematic multi-stakeholder 
�ommunities of �cean Action (��As).
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Raised awareness of SD� Ɛѵ and of its 
critical importance for the 
implementation of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda. 

�uilt governance capacities of public 
institutions through over ƐƏƏ 
capacity-development activities, 
including a )ebinar Series on 
ľ�everaging �ublic �overnance and 
Spearheading �nnovative Solutions to 
Address ��(�D-ƐƖĿ in various regions 
of the world.

�aid homage to public servants and the 
lifesaving work that they have 
undertaken during the ��(�D-ƐƖ 
pandemic during the United Nations 
�ublic Service Day event.

Supported �ember States in addressing 
governance issues relating to ��(�D-ƐƖ.

�rought together Ƒƒ world renowned 
experts to examine how to promote 
e@ective governance and institutional 
!"#$!%&'$&())"*"!('"&+"*,-"!.&$#&'/"&
SD�s with particular reference to the 
��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic response and 
recovery at the ƐƖth session of the 
�ommittee of Experts on �ublic 
Administration.
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Strengthening institutions for SDGs
UN DESA is working to strengthen the capacities of public institutions and public servants to deliver good quality public services 

to everyone.  Never has the need for effective and accountable institutions, inclusive public service delivery and the critical role of 

public servants been more evident than during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Supporting implementation of SDG 16 

At the ƐƖth Session of the �ommittee of Experts on �ublic 

Administration on Ɛƒ-ƑѶ �ay ƑƏƑƏ, experts considered 

ways to promote effective governance and institutional 

reform to accelerate the delivery of the SD�s. The context 

of the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic response and recovery was 

a key focus. The �ommittee put forward key messages 

and recommendations for accelerating progress and 

moving onto transformative pathways for reali�ing the 

Decade of Action through promoting e@ective governance 

and institutional reform. The �ommittee noted that the 

ƐƐ �rinciples of Effective �overnance for Sustainable 

Development, adopted by E��S��, had been put to the 

test in the pandemic and proven useful. �t also underscored 

the ability of governments to take steps in response to 

the pandemic, underlining their renewed commitment 

to achieve the SD�s by the year ƑƏƒƏ. The �ommittee 

further stressed the importance of strengthening the 

�articipants in the ƐƖth Session of the �ommittee of Experts on �ublic Administration ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN DESAņ�imi )ang
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capacity of State institutions and re-establishing credible governance 

and public administration institutions in countries a@ected by conYict. �t 

also stressed the important role of sub-national and local governments 

in delivering the SD�s and drew attention to the negative impact of 

unbalanced budgeting on delivery of the SD�s.

The Department further updated its Compendium of National 

Institutional Arrangements for the Implementation of the SDGs, 

documenting institutional arrangements for the Ɠ7 countries that 

presented (oluntary National Reviews at the ���
 on sustainable 

development in ƑƏƐƖ.

Building capacity for effective governance 

�n ƑƏƐƖ, UN DESA facilitated more than ƐƏƏ capacity building 

activities, training a total of ƐƏ,ѵ77 government officials, in the areas 

of transformational leadership and equipping public servants with 

the capacities to implement the SD�sĸ governance and institutionsĸ 

innovation for public service deliveryĸ digital government, and public 

accountability in Africa, Asia and the �acific, and �atin America. 

�articipants from ƐѵƐ countries took part in these events. UN DESA 

undertook its activities in close collaboration with regional commissions, 

resident coordinators, schools of public administration and relevant 

regional organi�ations working in the field of governance and institutions. 

The ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic highlighted the critical role of responsive and 

e@ective institutions and public service delivery and the critical role of 

public servants. To rapidly address some needs of the �ember States, 

UN DESA launched a capacity development webinar series on leveraging 

public governance and innovative solutions to address ��(�D-ƐƖ.  The 

first webinar, held in �ay ƑƏƑƏ, welcomed more than ƓƏƏ participants 

from ѶƑ countries via )ebEx and garnered over ƒ,ѶƏƏ views on 


acebook �ive, reaching ƐƑ,5ƏƏ 
acebook users. �ne of the outcomes of 

the webinar series will be a governance checklist of actionable measures 

for addressing ��(�D-ƐƖ through e@ective governance.

The Department’s ��(�D-ƐƖ policy brief series  also addressed issues of 

digital governance, the importance of transparency, accountability and 

participation at the national level in response to ��(�D-ƐƖ, the role of 

public servants in the crisis, and the critical need for an e@ective state-

people relationship for managing a nation-wide crisis. 

�ust days a[er the release of the 

UN DESA �ovid-ƐƖ �olicy �rief on 

Digital �overnance, the University 

of �uenos Aires used its analysis 

and recommendations to organi�e a 

webinar with the city of �uenos Aires, 

the �ouncil of the �udiciary of the 

�ity of �uenos Aires and the �Lce of 

the �ublic �rosecutor. �ore than ƑƏƏ 

civil servants and fudges attended the 

webinar.

IN FOCUS
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Training the trainers

The Department delivered capacity-development support 

to 57 institutes and schools of public administration from 

Africa, Asia and the �acific, �entral Asia and �atin America 

through the �lobal initiative on �uilding �apacities of 

�ublic Servants for SD�s �mplementation. This contributed 

to equipping public servants with knowledge to implement 

the SD�s.

UN DESA is also developing a �urriculum on �overnance 

for �mplementing the SD�s. The curriculum focuses on 

providing public servants with knowledge and skills related 

to the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda and helps them respond to the needs 

of transforming institutions and public service delivery. �t 

is being co-created with schools of public administration 

from Africa, Asia, �atin America and the �aribbean and the 

�iddle East.

Strengthening and supporting supreme audit 
institutions 

UN DESA continued to support the work of Supreme 

Audit  �nst itut ions (SA�s)  worldwide to audit  the 

�articipants at the Symposium on ľStrengthening �apacities of �ublic �nstitutions for Transformational �eadership, �nnovation and �nclusion to Reali�e the ƑƏƒƏ 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and Agenda ƑƏѵƒ in East AfricaĿ ŋ �hoto �reditĹ �enya School of �overnment

implementation of the SD�s. The Department contributed 

to the development of an SD� audit model by the 

Development �nitiative of the �nternational �rganisation 

of Supreme Audit �nstitutions (�D�). The model (�SA�) was 

issued in �arch ƑƏƑƏ. �ore than ƓƏ SA�s from several 

regions will use �SA� to examine government efforts in 

building strong and resilient national public health systems 

(SD� target ƒ.D). The model will also be used by ƐƓ SA�s 

to audit sustainable public procurement practices in �atin 

America (SD� target ƐƑ.Ɛ), as well as by SA�s in the �acific 

to audit implementation of target 5.Ƒ on violence against 

women.

Building knowledge networks for strengthening 
public institutions

�n ƑƏƑƏ, the UN �ublic Administration Network (UN�AN) 

website was revamped to allow for easier information 

sharing and coordination of its work. UN�AN is a global 

network that connects international, regional, sub-

regional and national institutions and experts working on 

governance and e@ective, inclusive and accountable public 

institutions for sustainable development.
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UN DESA’s UN �rofect �ffice on �overnance (UN���) continued to 

strengthen its role as a knowledge hub and pla�orm for policy dialogue 

among �ember States to exchange innovative practices in strengthening 

public administration for achieving the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda. UN��� was 

active in organi�ing webinars, study visits and workshops aimed at 

advancing implementation of the SD�s. �t conducted 7Ə activities with 

participation of over ѵ,ƐƏƏ people from more than ƐƒƏ countries in 

ƑƏƐƖ, including organi�ation of the Regional Symposium on �everaging 

�ublic �overnance to Accelerate the Achievement of the Sustainable 

Development �oalsŌTransformation, �nnovation and �nclusion, in 

November.

Celebrating public servants during a pandemic 

Since ƑƏƏƒ, UN DESA has been rewarding innovation and excellence in 

public service with the United Nations �ublic Service Awards, conferred 

at the annual United Nations �ublic Service 
orum (UN�S
). The UN�S
 

offers an opportunity for public servants from different countries to 

come together and share challenges and strategies for better delivery of 

public services.  The 
orum took place for the first time in a virtual format 

on the UN �ublic Service Day, Ƒƒ �une ƑƏƑƏ. This event celebrated the 

critical role of public services and public servants during a pandemic. 

�t paid homage to public servants and the lifesaving work they have 

undertaken during the pandemic. �t also examined the approaches 

countries have taken, while looking at what measures they are 

undertaking to better mitigate such challenges going forward, including 

through enhancing public service provision in health care, social welfare 

provision and education, and the role of technology and e-government.

UN �ublic Service Day, paying tribute 

to frontline public servants, resulted in 

Ɛ,ƑƏƏ media mentions, Ɛѵ,ƏƏƏ social 

media posts, and close to ѵƏ,ƏƏƏ 

engagements.

IN FOCUS
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�rovided subfect-matter expertise, 
policy recommendations and other 
substantive support to a successful SD� 
Summit in ƑƏƐƖ and the ƑƏƑƏ ���
 

�ed the preparations for the ���
 
thematic reviews on SD� 
implementation 

Supported (oluntary National Reviews 
((NRs) and organi�ed (NR preparatory 
workshops and webinars

�onducted Ɛ7 (NR �abs for experience 
sharing and reYection on the (NR 
!"#$%&&

�rgani�ed special events, side events 
and exhibitions on the margins of the 
���
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�n ƑƓ and Ƒ5 September ƑƏƐƖ, �eads of State and �overnment 

gathered at the United Nations �eadquarters in New +ork to review 

overall progress in the implementation of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the Ɛ7 Sustainable Development �oals 

(SD�s). The SD� Summit ƑƏƐƖ ŋ the first meeting of the �igh-level 

�olitical 
orum on Sustainable Development (���
) under the auspices 

of the �eneral Assembly - was the first UN summit on the SD�s since 

the adoption of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda in September ƑƏƐ5.

The Summit adopted the political declaration, �earing �p =or a decade o= 

acࢼon and deli�ery =or v�vtaina0le de�eloplent, which included ƐƏ priority 

action areas for accelerating implementation of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda and 

reali�ing the SD�s. )orld leaders expressed concern that the world was 

not on track for reali�ing the SD�s by ƑƏƒƏ. They called for a decade 

of action to deliver the SD�s by ƑƏƒƏ and announced actions they are 

taking to advance the agenda. 

As Secretariat to the ���
 and co-chair, with UND�, of the ���
 

interagency task team, UN DESA made significant contributions to 

the success of the Summit. The Department supported preparation 

of the ƑƏƐƖ edition of the K(&@3($0+6,3253@(#$A#B#(&.C#5,$-#.&',

(�SDR), prepared by a group of independent scientists, which helped 

inform �ember State dialogues. A special edition of the -#.&',$&?$,"#$

0#1'#,3'JNK#5#'3($&5$0AK$H'&;'#66$78TU was also prepared, proposing 

cross-cuমng actions to accelerate progress towards the SD�s, several of 

which inspired the Summit’s declaration.

1+#B*"+8%9+%5''5)$"@5%9+7%'&*;9*7FA&&X"+8%Q!IP%

The annual meeting of the ���
, convened under the auspices of the 

Economic and Social �ouncil, was held in a virtual format from 7 to Ɛѵ 
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a. �eaving no one behind

b. �obili�ing adequate and well-

directed financing

c. Enhancing national implementation

d. Strengthening institutions for more 

integrated solutions

e. �olstering local action to accelerate 

implementation

f. Reducing disaster risk and building 

resilience

g. Solving challenges through 

international cooperation and 

enhancing the global partnership

h. �arnessing science, technology 

and innovation with a greater 

focus on digital transformation for 

sustainable development

i. �nvesting in data and statistics for 

the Sustainable Development �oals

f. Strengthening the �igh-level 

�olitical 
orum
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�uly ƑƏƑƏ, including a three-day ministerial meeting of the 

forum from ƐƓ to Ɛѵ �uly ƑƏƑƏ. Discussions focused on 

the theme �ccelerated acࢼon and tranv=orlaࢼ�e path�ayv: 

realizing the decade o= action and deli�ery =or v�vtaina0le 

de�eloplent. The meeting attracted more than ƐƑ5,ƏƏƏ 

live online viewers on UN )ebT(.

The ƑƏƑƏ ���
 examined closely the impacts of 

��(�D-ƐƖ on the implementation of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda 

and the SD�s. �t provided an opportunity to mobili�e 

global cooperation, solidarity and actions for a sustainable 

recovery from the pandemic. The discussions emphasi�ed 

the need to respond to the socioeconomic impacts of 

��(�D-ƐƖ within the framework of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda, 

so that the world preserves the gains made on the 

SD�s, builds back better and gets back on track for the 

decade of action and delivery for reali�ing the SD�s. UN 

DESA’s analysis in the 0+6,3253@(#$A#B#(&.C#5,$K&3(6$

-#.&',+./0+0+6,3253@(#$A#B#(&.C#5,$Q+,(&&L informed 

deliberations. 

As in the past years, UN DESA also led the preparations 

for the ���
 thematic reviews. Adapting in the face of 

the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis, the Department carried out virtual 

consultations to answer a set of targeted questions 

for each of the thematic sessions included in the ���
 

programme. The consultations explored the common 

theme, ��ilding 0ach 0etter a=ter ��(�DňƎƔ and acting 

�here �e �ill ha�e the greatevt ilpact on the SD�s. �ssues 

Authors of the �lobal Sustainable Development Report ƑƏƐƖ speak during the SD� Summit in September ƑƏƐƖ.  ŋ �hoto �reditĹ UN �hotoņ�im �aughton
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addressed includedĹ �rotecting and advancing human 

well-being and ending poverty (SD�s Ɛ,ƒ, Ɠ, ѵ, Ɛѵ, Ɛ7)ĸ 

Ending hunger and achieving food security (SD�s Ƒ, ƒ, 

Ɛ7)ĸ �rotecting the planet and building resilience (SD�s 

ƐƑ, Ɛƒ, ƐƓ, Ɛ5, Ɛ7)ĸ Sustaining efforts to ensure access 

to sustainable energy (SD�s 7, ƐƑ, Ɛƒ, Ɛ7)ĸ Responding 

to the economic shock, relaunching growth and sharing 

economic benefits and addressing developing countries’ 

financing challenges (SD�s 5, 7, Ѷ, ƐƏ, Ɛ7)ĸ and �olstering 

local action to control the pandemic and accelerate 

implementation (SD�s Ɩ, ƐƐ, Ɛ7). 

The consultations were each co-convened with other UN 

entities and engaged experts from across more than ƓƏ 

entities within the UN system, as well as from academia, 

civil society and other relevant institutions, more than ƐѶƏ 

in total. 

UN DESA also prepared background papers based on the 

consultations, which took stock of SD� progress, assessed 

the impacts of the ��(�D-ƐƖ crisis and strategies for 

recovery within the context of the respective themes, and 

reYected on policies, actions and means of implementation 

to drive the needed transformation in the Decade of 

Action. These outcomes help to inform �ember States’ 

discussions and actions on SD� implementation.

Special Events co-led by UN DESA during ���
 ƑƏƑƏ
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UN DESA’s support to the ���
 also included the 

organi�ation of a number of high-profile special events, 

engaging hundreds of practitioners from key sectors of 

society around SD� implementation. These events were 

undertaken together with UN system partners and other 

entities.

UN DESA also moved the (NR �abs online in ƑƏƑƏ. The 

Ɛ7 �abs attracted hundreds of participants, allowing for 

detailed discussion and interaction on lessons learned on 

the implementation of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda and the SD�s at 

the national level. �articipants also discussed challenges 

and good practices in reporting, and responding to the 

��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic in ways that support a sustainable 

recovery and SD� achievement and the Decade of Action.

The ���
 communications strategy, designed fointly 

by UN DESA and the UN Department of �lobal 

�ommunications, resulted in a heightened media interest 

and a lively online conversation. �ore than ƒ,ƑƏƏ articles 

were published by news outlets worldwide, including in 

such prestigious titles as El �aझs, Al �a�eera, �a Repubblica, 

R�A Novosti, �eople’s Daily, NDT(, �a Naciॕn, E
E and 

Nature.

2B66&*$"+8%S/4%6*569*9$"&+

�n ƑƏƑƏ, UN DESA continued to provide support to 

countries presenting their (oluntary National Reviews of 

the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda. Ɠ7 countries presented their national 

voluntary reviews to the ���
, including Ƒѵ first time 

presenters.

To support the ƑƏƑƏ (NR countries in their preparations, 

UN DESA organi�ed three global (NR preparatory 

workshops and webinars. The 
irst �lobal )orkshop, 

organi�ed with the support of the �overnment of Norway, 
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ľ(ery useful workshop ŋ it has 

provided an opportunity to 

appreciate the (NR process and the 

critical issues that we need to look 

out forĻ

Ŝ �articipant from the 
irst �lobal 

)orkshop for ƑƏƑƏ (NR �ountries

was held in November ƑƏƐƖ in �slo. The second and third global 

workshops were held virtually as webinars in �arch and �une ƑƏƑƏ 

respectively and convened participants from the (NR countries, Regional 

�ommissions and Resident �oordinator �ffices.  Approximately ѶƏ 

participants from the ƑƏƑƏ (NR countries foined each of the webinars. 

The workshops and webinars focused on peer-learning and facilitated 

an exchange of views amongst ƑƏƑƏ (NR countries on progress and 

challenges encountered in conducting their (NRs, and on transformative 

actions, policies and strategies.  UN DESA and representatives from the 

Regional �ommissions served as resource persons, providing clarifications 

on the expectations and process for the (NRs and assisted the (NR 

countries in identifying the necessary steps, policies and institutions for 

national implementation of the SD�s. 

�n collaboration with the UN Regional �ommissions, UN DESA also 

organi�ed regional (NR preparatory workshops, aimed at strengthening 

peer-learning from a regional exchange of experience and lessons learned 

among the (NR countries. 

UN DESA provided direct support to countries in the preparation and 

finali�ation of the (NR reports. The Department also partnered with 

the UN Development �oordination �ffice (D��) and the UN Resident 

�oordinator �Lces in (NR countries, in order to extend further technical 

and substantive support, especially in light of the ��(�D-ƐƖ pandemic. 

UN DESA also continues to work together with the (NR Task �roup 

of the �afor �roups and other Stakeholders (��oS) �oordination 

�echanism to facilitate the dialogue between ��oS and the (NR 

countries in the (NR preparatory process. This has occurred through 

the organi�ation of webinars and the coordination of the inputs and 

contributions by ��oS to the ���
.
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, �andbook for (NR countries+

,+ Secretary-�eneral’s (oluntary 

common reporting guidelines for 

voluntary national reviews at the 

���
 

,+ şA for (NR countries

,+Database of all (NRsĹ UN DESA 

maintains a database of all (NRs 

so far including a separate page for 

each (NR country (searchable by 

year or keywords) and a webcast of 

presentations

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/25245Handbook_2020_EN.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17346Updated_Voluntary_Guidelines.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17346Updated_Voluntary_Guidelines.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17346Updated_Voluntary_Guidelines.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/17346Updated_Voluntary_Guidelines.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/25496VNRs_Q_and_A_13_July_2020.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/
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Draw on the Department’s 
convening power and 
analytical capacity to 
ensure that the global 
dialogue focuses on human 
well-being, inclusive 
economic growth, and 
considers the voices of all 
peoples, everywhere.

For the 	ecade o= �cঞonķ &� 	ES� iv mo0ili�in] to o�ercome C�(�	ŊƐƖ and other ]lo0al crivevķ and rrerarin] =or =uture challen]ev to helr �em0er!"#$#%&!'%$()*%!#+%!,-.-!/0%12$3
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Support countries in every 
corner of the world to 
bolster their national 
statistical capacities and 
evidence-based 
decision-making.

# &A;3BA3#DBF#H3A2B+,+C>

�elp countries to steer 
developments in science, 
technology and innovation 
to serve sustainable  
development, and analy�e 
the impacts of frontier 
technologies on the way we 
work, produce and co-exist.

$ I,;?D13#'A1;+B

Advocate urgent e@orts for 
sustainable development 
that go hand-in-hand with 
driving climate action and 
supporting a healthy planet.

% $3?+C@D02;A#I2DBC3

Support countries to 
incorporate demographic 
trends into development 
policies and planning, 
including population 
growth, changes in age 
structure, migration, and 
urbani�ation.
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�romote the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of women across all areas, at all levels.
L3BF3@

Support �ember States close the financing gap for sustainable development, by mobili�ing and aligning financing from all sources.
M;BDBA;BC

Strengthen public institutions’ capacities to deliver essential services and measures that require e@ective action, in collaboration with all stakeholders. 
%**3A1;<3#L+<3@BDBA3#DBF#&1@+BC#NB)1;1/1;+B)
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UN DESA - SENIOR MANAGEMENT TEAM
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�r. �iu ,henmin was appointed as the Under-Secretary-�eneral for Economic and Social A@airs 

effective Ƒѵ �uly ƑƏƐ7. �n his position, �r. �iu guides UN Secretariat support for the follow-up 

processes of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable Development. �e also oversees the substantive 

services to many intergovernmental processes, including the �igh-level �olitical 
orum on 

Sustainable Development, the annual meetings of the Second and Third �ommittees of the 

�eneral Assembly, the meetings of the Economic and Social �ouncil, including its Development 

�ooperation 
orum, and the work of the subsidiary bodies of E��S��. 

�n addition to intergovernmental processes, �r. �iu oversees UN DESA’s policy analysis and 

capacity-development work. �e also serves as the �onvenor of the Executive �ommittee on 

Economic and Social A@airs and advises the United Nations Secretary-�eneral on all development-

related issues, including climate change, internet governance, and financing for development. 

�n addition, the Secretary-�eneral has designated �r. �iu to lead preparations for a number of 

forthcoming development-focused global conferences, including the �cean �onference, the 

Second �lobal Sustainable Transport �onference, and the �igh-�evel Dialogue on Energy.

�rior to his appointment, �r. �iu had been the (ice-�inister for 
oreign Affairs of �hina since 

ƑƏƐƒ. Among his various diplomatic assignments, he served as Ambassador and �ermanent 

Representative, �ermanent �ission of the �eople’s Republic of �hina to the United Nations �Lce 

at �eneva and �ther �nternational �rgani�ations in Swit�erland, from ƑƏƐƐ to ƑƏƐƒ. 

�r. �iu brings to the position more than ƒƏ years of experience in the diplomatic service, with a 

strong focus on bilateral, regional and global issues. 
or ƐƏ years, he was deeply involved in climate 

change negotiations including the conclusion of the �yoto �rotocol and the �aris Agreement. 

During his tenure as US�, he has consistently advocated for strengthening multilateral approaches 

to sustainable development issues. 

�r. �iu holds a �aster of �aws from the �aw School of �eking University. 

Mr. Liu Zhenmin
Under-Secretary-�eneral
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�s. �aria-
rancesca Spatolisano was appointed as the Assistant Secretary-�eneral for �olicy 

�oordination and �nter-Agency A@airs, e@ective ƑƏ December ƑƏƐѶ. 

�s. Spatolisano has ƒƒ years of experience in public service including extensive senior leadership 

in multilateral a@airs. �rior to her appointment she was responsible for international organi�ations 

and development dialogue with other donors in the European �ommission’s Directorate �eneral 

for Development �ooperation. �n that capacity, she ensured the European Union’s presence and 

developed its positions on development policy in a number of international forums, including 

the United Nations, )orld �ank, �nternational �onetary 
und, the �rgani�ation for Economic 

�ooperation and Development (�E�D), �roup of Seven and the �roup of Twenty, where she 

represented the bloc in its Development )orking �roup. 

�s. Spatolisano served as the European Union Ambassador to �E�D, the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and �ultural �rgani�ation (UNES��), �onaco and Andorra. 

She was also a member of the European Union Delegation to the United Nations, serving as the 

�ead of its Economic and Trade Section. She covered all issues related to trade, development and 

environmental policies in the Second �ommittee (Economic and 
inancial) and in the Economic and 

Social �ouncil, also serving as the European �ommission representative to the 
i[h �ommittee 

(Administrative and �udgetary). 

�rior to that role she served in the )ashington Delegation of the European �ommission and was 

the representative of the European �ommission to the Trade and Development �ommittee of the 

)orld Trade �rgani�ation ()T�). 

�s. Spatolisano holds a Doctorate in �aw (cum laude) from 
lorence University. She went on to 

research and teach at the 
lorence University �aw School for seven years.

Ms. Maria-Francesca Spatolisano
Assistant Secretary-�eneral
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�r. Elliott �arris was appointed as the Assistant Secretary-�eneral for Economic Development and 

�hief Economist, e@ective Ƒ April ƑƏƐѶ. 

�r. �arris brings over Ƒ5 years of international experience in the fields of international economics 

and development policy analysis, coupled with knowledge of the United Nations system, 

multilateral and interŋagency coordination processes. �e has extensive experience in the design of 

macroeconomic policies and their application as a central instrument for the reduction of poverty 

and for resilient and sustained economic development. �is work in the field of economics also 

focuses on the macroeconomic linkages with global social and environmental policies. 

�rior to his appointment, �r. �arris served as Assistant Secretary-�eneral and �ead of the New 

+ork �Lce of the United Nations Environment �rogramme (UNE�) from ƑƏƐ5. �e foined UNE�’s 

Senior �anagement Team in ƑƏƐƒ as Director of the New +ork �ffice and Secretary to the 

Environment �anagement �roup. 

�rior to foining UNE�, �r. �arris began his career in the �nternational �onetary 
und (��
) in 

ƐƖѶѶ, where he worked in the African Department and the 
iscal A@airs Department. �n ƑƏƏƑ he 

became an Adviser in the �olicy Development and Review Department and was appointed in ƑƏƏѶ 

as Special Representative to the United Nations, in addition to serving as Assistant Director of the 

Strategy and �olicy Review Department. 

�r. �arris holds a �achelor of Science degree in �erman and political science and an advanced 

degree in economics. �e was awarded an Advanced Studies �ertificate in international economics 

and policy research from the �nstitute of )orld Economics in �iel, �ermany. 

Assistant Secretary-�eneral

�hief Economist

�Lcer-in-�harge, Economic Analysis and �olicy Division

Mr. Elliott C. Harris

Economic
Analysis
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�rior to her current appointment, �s. �arth࣐lemy was Director of the Division for �ublic 

�nstitutions and Digital �overnment from ƑƏƐѵ to ƑƏƐѶ. 
rom ƑƏƐƑ to ƑƏƐѵ, she served as �hief 

of the �ntergovernmental Support �ranch in the Division for Sustainable Development. �n this 

capacity, she was part of the team supporting the negotiations on the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda. 


rom ƑƏƏ7 to ƑƏƐƑ, she served as �hief of the Development �ooperation �olicy �ranch in the 

�ffice of �ntergovernmental Support and �oordination for Sustainable Development where she 

supported the Development �ooperation 
orum and the �eneral Assemblyŝs review of UN system 

country-level activities ( ��R). 


rom ƑƏƏƏ to ƑƏƏ5, she served in the �Lce of two Under-Secretary-�enerals for Economic and 

Social Affairs, supported the Assistant Secretary-�eneral for �olicy �oordination and served as 

Special Assistant to the UN Deputy Secretary-�eneral. 

At the beginning of her career, she worked as an economist in the Division for the Advancement 

of )omen in UN DESA and later in the UN Drug �ontrol �rogramme, working with the Secretary 

of the �nternational Narcotics �oard. She foined the UN in ƐƖѶ7 through the National �ompetitive 

Exam for economists and studied in the �aris �nstitute of �olitical Studies in �aris, with a focus on 

macroeconomic and social policies. 

Director, �Lce of �ntergovernmental Support and 
�oordination for Sustainable Development

Ms. Marion Barthélemy

Intergovernmental
Support
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�s. Daniela �as speciali�es in international politics, human rights and social development. �rior to 

her current appointment, she served as Senior �onsultant on human rights for the �talian �inistry 

of 
oreign A@airs. She advised the �residency of the �ouncil of �inisters on anti-discrimination 

issues. 

�s. �as has worked for close to ƐƏ years for the UN as a �rofessional �Lcer in social development 

and human rights. She served as Special Adviser on 
undamental Rights for the former (ice 

�resident of the European �ommissionĸ and as the �talian representative designated by the 

�residency of the �ouncil of �inisters on the topic ľTourism for AllĿ to the European �ommission. 

�s. �as is a �oard �ember of the EU Agency for 
undamental Rights and of the �ommittee to 

�romote non-Armed and non-(iolent �ivil Defence of the �residency of the �ouncil of �inisters. 

She graduated in �olitical Science in ƐƖѶ5, with a mafor in �nternational �olitics and wrote her 

dissertation on The elimination of architectural barriers and the employment of people with 

physical disabilities. She has also worked as a fournalist and broadcaster for �talian Radio and T(. 

C#a%09+"5A9%O9#
Director, Division for �nclusive Social Development

2&)"9A
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�r. Alexander Trepelkov leads the work of the global secretariat for the Ɛ7 Sustainable 

Development �oals of the ƑƏƒƏ Agenda for Sustainable Development, with a focus on providing 

substantive support, integrated policy analysis, building multi-stakeholder partnerships and 

capacity-development in the thematic areas such as natural resources, water, energy, climate, 

ocean, transport, science and technology, as well as special concerns of small island developing 

States (S�DS). �e is also in charge of the UN 
orum on 
orests Secretariat as the focal point for 

intergovernmental support, policy analysis and capacity development on all issues related to 

sustainable forest management and forest financing. 

�n ƑƏƐƏ-ƑƏƐѶ, �r. Trepelkov was Director of the 
inancing for Development �Lce, with primary 

responsibility for substantive support, promoting policy coherence and multi-stakeholder 

engagement at all levels in public and private resource mobili�ation, international development 

cooperation and trade, debt sustainability and international financial system for development. 

�is previous work in UN DESA was in the areas of macro- and micro-economic and social 

policy analysis and public administration and finance. �rior to foining the UN Secretariat in 

ƐƖѶƖ, �r. Trepelkov was employed for ƐƑ years in the Russian diplomatic service. �e holds a 

�hD in �nternational Economics from �����-University in �oscow and has authored several 

publications. 

Mr. Alexander Trepelkov
�Lcer-in-�harge, Division for Sustainable Development �oals
�Lcer-in-�harge, Secretariat of the UN 
orum on 
orests

ForestsSDG
Knowledge
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�r. Schweinfest foined the Statistics Division in ƐƖѶƖ and has served as the substantive secretary 

of two intergovernmental bodies, the United Nations Statistical �ommission (UNS�) since ƑƏƏƑ, 

and the United Nations �ommittee of Experts on �lobal �eospatial �nformation �anagement 

(UN����) since ƑƏƐƐ. 

�r. Schweinfest supported the work of the Statistical �ommission and its �nter-Agency and Expert 

�roup on Sustainable Development �oal �ndicators (�AE�-SD�s) to develop the global indicator 

framework to monitor progress towards the SD�s. Under his leadership, the Statistics Division 

works on implementing this framework and ensuring countries receive capacity-building support 

to monitor progress towards the SD�s. 

�e played a key role in the negotiations leading to the ƑƏƐƐ E��S�� resolution to establish UN-

���� and has actively involved himself with global geospatial information management since, 

including the negotiations leading to a second E��S�� resolution in ƑƏƐѵ that strengthens and 

broadens the mandate of this �ommittee of Experts. 

�e studied �athematical Economics at the Universities of )uer�burg and �onn in �ermany. �e 

holds a Diplome DŝEtudes Approfondies (�asters equivalent) from the University of �aris in these 

fields. �e also conducted postgraduate research at the �ondon School of Economics.

Director, Statistics Division

Mr. Stefan Schweinfest

Statistica
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�rior to his appointment as the Director of the �opulation Division, �r. )ilmoth served as 

�rofessor in the Department of Demography of the University of �alifornia at �erkeley. �e also 

served in the �opulation Division as �hief of the �ortality Section from ƑƏƏ5 to ƑƏƏ7. 

�r. )ilmoth oversees the Departmentŝs support to the �ommission on �opulation and 

Development and to intergovernmental discussions on international migration, including for the 

�lobal �ompact on Safe, �rderly and Regular �igration. Under his leadership, the �opulation 

Division continues to upgrade its production of internationally comparable population data, which 

are essential inputs to the global monitoring of progress toward the Sustainable Development 

�oals. 

�r. )ilmoth served as a consultant to the )orld �ealth �rgani�ation and the )orld �ank from 

ƑƏƏƖ to ƑƏƐƑ, leading the development of new global estimates of maternal mortality. �e is a 

member of the �opulation Association of America and the �nternational Union for the Scientific 

Study of �opulation. �e also serves on the editorial boards of some leading demographic fournals 

including Demographic Research and the European �ournal of �opulation. 

�r. )ilmoth is the author or co-author of more than 5Ə scientific papers examining various 

aspects of population dynamics and population issues, including the causes of the historical decline 

of human mortality, prospects for future trends in life expectancy, the impact of population ageing 

on public pension and healthcare systems, popular perceptions of population growth and its 

consequences, and methodologies for estimating and profecting demographic trends.

Director, �opulation Division

Mr. John Wilmoth

Population
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�r. �uwang ,hu leads the Division in promoting inclusive, e@ective, accountable institutions that 

are well equipped to achieve the Sustainable Development �oals (SD�s), including SD� Ɛѵ. 

�rior to his current role, �r. ,hu served as �hief of the �Lce of the Under-Secretary-�eneral of 

UN DESA from ƑƏƏѶ to ƑƏƐƒ. �n that capacity he advised the Under-Secretary-�eneral on policy 

and management issues and coordinated the Department’s substantive advice to the Executive 

�ffice of the Secretary-�eneral on development issues and on the restructuring of UN DESA’s 

capacity-building programme. 

�r. ,hu was Special Advisor to the Secretary-�eneral of the United Nations �onference on 

Sustainable Development (RioƳƑƏ) and assisted in coordinating support for the �onference. �e 

also contributed to the Departmental support for RioƳƑƏ follow-up. As Director of the Division for 

Sustainable Development �oals from ƑƏƐѵ to ƑƏƐƖ, �r. ,hu coordinated the Secretariat support 

for the ���
, the UN �cean �onference, and the �lobal Sustainable Transport �onference. 

�r. ,hu graduated from the Shanghai �nternational Studies University in ƐƖѶƑ and did post-

graduate studies in �eifing 
oreign Studies University. �e has an �S� in financial economics from 

University of �ondon and an �A in international relations from )ebster University. 

Mr. Juwang Zhu
Director, Division for �ublic �nstitutions and
Digital �overnment

Public
Institutions
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�r. Navid �anif foined UN DESA in ƑƏƏƐĸ until ƑƏƏƒ, he was Senior �olicy Adviser in the Division 

for Sustainable Development and member of the team for the )orld Summit on Sustainable 

Development held in �ohannesburg in ƑƏƏƑ. 

�e later foined the office of the Under-Secretary �eneral for UN DESA and focused on 

departmental initiatives in various policy areas. �e worked as the �hief of �olicy �oordination 

�ranch in the oLce for Economic and Social �ouncil (E��S��) support from ƑƏƏƓ to ƑƏƏƖ. �n 

ƑƏƏ5, he was sent on a special one-year assignment to work as a �rincipal �Lcer in the �Lce of 

the United Nations Secretary-�eneral. �e worked there as a member of the team for the ƑƏƏ5 

)orld Summit. �n ƑƏƐƏ, he was appointed as �ead of the newly established UN DESA Strategic 

�lanning Unit. �ost recently, �r. �anif served as Director of the �Lce for E��S�� Support and 

�oordination, from ƑƏƐƑ to ƑƏƐѶ. 

�r. �anif holds a �asterŝs in �nternational �olitical Economy, from �olumbia University, New +ork 

and a �aster’s in English �iterature from �overnment �ollege, �ahore.  

Director, 
inancing for Sustainable Development �Lce

Mr. Navid Hanif

Sustainable
Financing
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Key moments and milestones of the 74th General Assembly

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5

September
2019 �lobal Sustainable Development Report (ƐƐ Sep) 

�pening of the 7Ɠth session of the �eneral 
Assembly (Ɛ7 Sep)

UN �limate Action Summit (Ƒƒ Sep)
SD� Summit (ƑƓ-Ƒ5 Sep)
�igh-level Dialogue on 
inancing for 
Development (Ƒѵ Sep)
SA��A �athway �igh-�evel �idterm Review 
(Ƒ7 Sep)

October

�pening of the 7Ɠth session of 
the Third �ommittee (Ɛ �ct) �pening of the 7Ɠth session of the Second 

�ommittee (7 �ct)

�ommittee of Experts on �nternational 
�ooperation in Tax �atters (Ɛ5-ƐѶ �ct)

The )orld �ities Day (ƒƐ �ct)
�nternational Day of �lder �ersons (Ɛ �ct) �nternational Day for the Eradication of 

�overty (Ɛ7 �ct)
November �nternet �overnance 
orum (Ƒ5-ƑƖ Nov)

December �nternational Day of �ersons with Disabilities (ƒ Dec) �nternational �igrants Day and launch of
�nternational �igration Report (ƐѶ Dec)

January
2020

)orld Economic Situation and �rospects 
(Ɛѵ �an) )orld Social Report (ƑƐ �an) �ommittee on Non-�overnmental 

�rgani�ations (ƑƏ-ƑƖ �anĸ 7 
eb)

February �ommission for Social Development (ƐƏ-ƐƖ 
eb) )orld Day of Social �ustice (ƑƏ 
eb) �ommittee for Development �olicy 
(ƑƓ-Ƒ7 
eb)

March Statistical �ommission (ƒ-ѵ �ar) �nternational Day of 
orests (ƑƐ �ar) )orld )ater Day (ƑƑ �ar) �ommission on �opulation and 
Development ƑƏƑƏ)orld Down Syndrome Day (ƑƐ �ar)

April

E��S�� +outh 
orum (Deferred to ƑƏƑƐ)
�ommittee of Experts on �ublic Administration 
(Ɛƒ-ƑѶ Apr)

Report of the �nter-Agency Task 
orce on 
inancing 
for Development (April Ɩ)

�ermanent 
orum on �ndigenous �ssues (�ostponed)E��S�� �artnership 
orum (Deferred to ƑƏƑƐ session)

�pen Ended )orking �roup on Ageing (�ostponed) E��S�� �anagement �eetings (Ɛ5 Apr) E��S�� 
orum on 
inancing for 
Development follow-up (Ƒƒ April)

May

E��S�� special meeting on �nternational �ooperation in 
Tax �atters (Deferred until ƑƏƑƐ)

�ulti-stakeholder 
orum on Science, Technology 
and �nnovation for the SD�s (Deferred to the ƑƏƑƐ 
session of E��S��)

�ommittee of Experts on �ublic Administration (Ɛƒ-ƑѶ �ay)

�ommittee on Non-�overnmental 
�rgani�ations
(resumed ŋ �ostponed)

)orld Economic Situation and �rospects as 
of mid-ƑƏƑƏ (Ɛƒ �ay)

E��S�� �perational Activities for 
Development Segment (ƐƖ-ƑƑ, Ƒ7 �ay)

Development �ooperation 
orum
(Deferred to the ƑƏƑƐ session of E��S��)

�igh-level �eeting of the Development 
�ooperation 
orum (�ostponed)UN Sustainable Transport �onference (�ostponed) �nternational Day of 
amilies (Ɛ5 �ay)

June

E��S�� �anagement Segment
(ƒ �un)

)orld �ceans Day (Ѷ �un) )orld Elder Abuse Awareness Day
 (Ɛ5 �un)

�ommittee of Experts on �nternational 
�ooperation in Tax �atters (ƑƑ-Ƒѵ �un) Ɛ5th Session of UN 
orum on 
orests 

�mnibus resolution adopted
 (ƒƏ �une)

E��S�� �umanitarian A@airs Segment (Ɩ-ƐƐ �un)

UN �cean �onference (�ostponed) �onference of States �arties to the �onvention on 
the Rights of �ersons with Disabilities (�ostponed)

�nternational Day of 
amily Remittances
(Ɛѵ �un) UN �ublic Service Day (Ƒƒ �un)

July

�nternational Day of �ooperatives (Ɠ �ul) �igh-level �olitical 
orum on Sustainable Development (under the auspices of E��S��) (7-Ɛƒ �ul)

E��S�� �anagement �eetings
(ƑƐ �ul)

)orld +outh Report (Ƒ �ul)

The Sustainable Development Report (7 �ul) E��S�� �ntegration Segment (ѵ �ul)

E��S�� �igh-level Segment (ƐƓ-Ɛ7 �ul) 

including three-day �inisterial Segment of 

���
 (ƐƓ-Ɛѵ �ul)
Sustainable Development �oals �rogress �hart ƑƏƑƏ )orld +outh Skills Day (Ɛ5 �ul)
�lobal SD� �ndicators Database (updated quarterly) UN E-�overnment Survey (ƐƏ �ul) 

)orld �opulation Day (ƐƐ �ul) S�DS �artnership Dialogue 

August �nternational Day of the )orld’s �ndigenous �eoples
(Ɩ Aug)

�nternational +outh Day 
(ƐƑ Aug)

United Nations �ommittee of Experts on 
�lobal �eospatial �nformation �anagement 
(Ƒѵ-Ƒ7 Aug ş Ɠ Sep)

E��S�� 
unctional �ommission 
(�ntergovernmental) ŒSupported by UN DESAœ

E��S�� Advisory �odies (Experts) 
ŒSupported by UN DESAœ

�igh-�evel �ntergovernmental �eeting �ublicationņDataset �aunch
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Key moments and milestones of the 75th General Assembly
Month Key moments and milestones

September 2020

Ɛ5 Ň �pening of the 75th session of the �eneral Assembly

ƐѶ Ň SD� �oment

ƑƐ (tbd) Ň UN Economists Network report (Shaping the Trends of our Time)

ƑƐ Ň�ommemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the UN

ƑƑ Ň 
irst day of high-level �eneral Debate

ƑƖ Ň 
inancing for Development in the Era of ��(�D-ƐƖ and �eyondĹ summit-level meeting during the 
�eneral Assembly

ƒƏ Ň United Nations Summit on �iodiversity  

(tbd) Ň SD� �ender Snapshot

October

Ɛ Ň �nternational Day for �lder �ersons

Ɛ �ct - ƑƏ Nov Ň �pening of the 75th session of the Third �ommittee

5 �ct - Ƒ5 Nov Ň �pening of the 75th session of the Second �ommittee

Ɛ5 Ň �nternational Day for the Eradication of �overty

ƐѶ-ƑƐ Ň UN )orld Data 
orum

ƑƏ Ň )orld Statistics Day

ƑƏ �ct- ѵ Nov Ň �ommittee of Experts on �nternational �ooperation in Tax �atters

ƒƐ Ň The )orld �ities Day

(tbd) ŇSecond �ommittee item on �perational Activities for Development

(tbd) Ň )orld’s )omen

November
Ƒ-ѵ Ň �nternet �overnance 
orum

(tbd) Ň ƑƏƑƏ UN �ledging �onference

December

ƒ Ň �nternational Day for �ersons with Disabilities

ƐѶ Ň �nternational �igrants Day

(tbd) Ň �onference of States �arties to the �onvention on the Rights of �ersons with Disabilities

(tbd) Ň �egatrends reportĹ �lobal �opulation �rowth and Sustainable Development

January 2021
ƐѶ-Ƒ7 Ň �ommittee on Non-�overnmental �rgani�ations

ƑƐ (tbd) Ň )orld Economic Situation and �rospects

February

ƑƏ Ň )orld Day of Social �ustice

ƑƑ-Ƒѵ (tbd) Ň �ommittee for Development �olicy

(tbd) Ň )orld Social Report ƑƏƑƐ

(tbd) Ň �ommission for Social Development

March

Ƒ-5 Ň Statistical �ommission

ƑƐ Ň �nternational Day of 
orests

ƑƐ Ň )orld Down Syndrome Day

ƑƑ Ň )orld )ater Day

April

ƐƑ-Ɛ5 Ň 
orum on 
inancing for Development follow-up

ƐƑ-Ɛѵ Ň �ommittee of Experts on �ublic Administration

ƐƖ-Ƒƒ Ň �ommission on �opulation and Development

ƐƖ-ƒƏ Ň �ermanent 
orum on �ndigenous �ssues

Ƒѵ-ƑѶ, ƒƏ Ň �ommittee of Experts on �nternational �ooperation in Tax �atters

ƑƖ Ň E��S�� special meeting on �nternational �ooperation in Tax �atters

Ƒѵ-ƒƏ Ň UN 
orum on 
orests

May

ƒ Ň E��S�� �artnership 
orum

Ɠ-5 Ň �ulti-stakeholder forum on science, technology and innovation for the Sustainable Development 

�oals

ѵ-7 Ň Development �ooperation 
orum (deferred from ƑƏƑƏ session)

Ɛƒ (tbd) Ň )orld Economic Situation and �rospects as of mid-ƑƏƑƐ

Ɛ5 Ň �nternational Day of 
amilies

ƐѶ-ƑƏ Ň E��S�� �perational Activities for Development Segment

June

Ɠ Ň �ommittee on Non-�overnmental �rgani�ations (resumed)

Ѷ Ň )orld �ceans Day

Ѷ-Ɩ Ň E��S�� �anagement segment

Ɛ5 Ň )orld Elder Abuse Awareness Day

Ɛѵ Ň �nternational Day of 
amily Remittances

Ƒƒ Ň UN �ublic Service Day

Ƒƒ Ň United Nations �ublic Service 
orum ņ Award

Ƒƒ Ň )orld �ublic Sector Report

ƑƑ-ƑƓ (tbd) Ň E��S�� �umanitarian A@airs Segment

(tbd) Ň �andbook on the �east Developed �ountry �ategory, Ɠth edition

(tbd) Ň UN �lobal 
orum on Economic Statistics for Sustainable Development (working title)

July

Ƒ Ň E��S�� �ntegration segment

Ɠ Ň �nternational Day of �ooperatives

ѵ-ƐƑ Ň �igh-level �olitical 
orum on Sustainable Development (under the auspices of E��S��)

ƐƐ Ň )orld �opulation Day

ƐƑ (tbd) Ň Sustainable Development �utlook

Ɛƒ-Ɛѵ Ň �igh-level Segment of E��S�� including the three-day �inisterial Segment of ���


Ɛ5 Ň )orld +outh Skills Day

ƑƐ-ƑƑ Ň E��S�� �anagement Segment (continued)

(tbd) Sustainable Development Report and �lobal SD� �ndicator Database

(tbd) Sustainable Development �rogress �hart

August

Ɩ Ň �nternational Day of the )orld’s �ndigenous �eoples

ƐƑ Ň �nternational +outh Day

(tbd) Ň UN �ommittee of Experts on �lobal �eospatial �nformation �anagement

E��S�� 
unctional �ommission 
(�ntergovernmental) ŒSupported by UN DESAœ

E��S�� Advisory �odies (Experts) 
ŒSupported by UN DESAœ

�igh-�evel �ntergovernmental �eeting �ublicationņDataset �aunch
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