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Mr. Manuel Menéndez, Special Advisor, Ministry for the Ecological Transition and the Demographic 

Challenge, Spain, acted as Moderator of the side event.  
 
Welcoming Remarks: H.E. Ms. Estefanía Laterza, General Director for Multilateral Policy, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Paraguay, started her welcoming remarks by indicating the need to refocus on the climate 

crisis and the 2030 Agenda. She stressed the fact that many people in the world still lack access to energy, 

water and sanitation and that these services require investment, commitment and action. She stated that 

Paraguay, through its SDG National Commission, Itaipu and other actors, is committed to the successful 

implementation of the SDGs.  
 
Opening Remarks: H.E. Mr. Ronaldo Costa Filho, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of 

Brazil to the UN, started his opening remarks by commenting on the progress achieved so far by the UN 

DESA/Itaipu Binacional partnership even during these challenging times. He asserted that the COVID-19 

pandemic has brought more attention to the importance of following a holistic approach to the 

implementation of the SDGs. The Network provides a good example of how to bring together world efforts 

for the achievement of SDG 6 and SDG 7 on water and energy. 
 
Launching Session: Mr. Ivan Vera, Senior Energy Advisor, UN DESA, presented a summary of the 

Scoping Paper for the Global Knowledge Platform on Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions. He 

explained that integrated water and energy solutions represent a necessary response to a world affected by 

COVID-19. He stated that the Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions Network is a multi-stakeholder 

initiative created to promote a synergistic approach to water and energy and that its Global Knowledge 

Platform is being developed to collect and facilitate information exchange on activities, practices, data 

and statistics. Mr. Vera provided a summary of the content of the Scoping Paper, including major relevant 

areas, asymmetries and gaps, and potential integrated water and energy systems. He concluded by citing 

a few case studies included in the paper.   

 
 
Panel: Ms. Annukka Lipponen, Environmental Affairs Officer, UNECE, talked about the Convention on 

the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes and the UNECE’s role as 

its Secretariat. She highlighted the importance of the interlinkages among water, energy, ecosystems and 

agriculture. She discussed nexus activities that support countries in optimizing the use of resources, 

infrastructure and “nexus proofing” governance on legal and regulatory bases. She shared information 

about renewable energy deployment tools for policymakers and highlighted key elements for 

transformative pathways. Mr. Michael Belsnes, SINTEF, indicated that all projects at SINTEF are 

evaluated in terms of their contribution to the SDGs. He stated that 95% of the power in Norway is satisfied 



with hydropower and that Norway has 50% of all hydropower storage in Europe. The strategic focus is on 

a hydropower management system based on a sustainability approach with increased flexibility and 

supporting flood and climate mitigation. He provided results of their work showing reduced waterflow, 

increased power generation and habitat improvements leading to increased salmon production. Mr. 

Gustavo Ovelar, Head of Environmental Management of Itaipu Binacional, Paraguay, provided 

background information about the history, mission and power generation capabilities of the Itaipu 

Hydropower Plant. He stressed the importance for Itaipu of valuable ecologic interconnections in the 

region, the water-energy link, the protection of wildlife and ecosystems and the promotion of sustainable 

agriculture and tourism. The Plant was able to achieve a record productivity rate of 1.088 MW/m3 during 

the first part of 2020 despite facing the worst drought in its history and the effects of COVID-19 on 

electricity demand. Mr. Ariel Scheffer da Silva, Head of Environmental Management of Itaipu 

Binacional, Brazil introduced the new Master Plan for Territorial Environment Management of Itaipu. 

The main element of this plan is ecosystem services which represent the basis for implementing the SDGs. 

He showed how this Plan links with the Sustainability Management Model. He indicated that Itaipu is 

leading an effort on International Standard Territorial Management. He emphasized that the Plant is 

bringing prosperity to the region through ecosystem services and locally integrated strategies with the 

surrounding communities. Ms. Isabel Cordón, International Affairs Manager, ASAZGUA, focused on the 

Guatemalan Sugar Industry, providing context as to how sugar is produced and the importance of working 

in harmony with nature and local communities. She focused on actions and results by ASAZGUA aligned 

with the objectives of SDG 6 and SDG 7. In relation to water, adapting and adopting new technologies to 

measure water needs, and achieving 16% water reduction for irrigation and 100% water recycling. With 

respect to energy, achieving 100% use of produced biomass for energy, 65 million gallons of ethanol 

production and 908 MW of installed power capacity. Mr. Ahmed Abdel-Latif, permanent observer to the 

UN, IRENA, recognized the importance and relevance of the water-energy nexus during and beyond 

COVID-19. He explained how renewables, like PV and wind, can reduce water consumption in the power 

sector and boost water security, supporting these essential services during the pandemic. He emphasized 

the need to integrate renewables cross-sectionally with strong coordination policies and institutional 

mechanisms. He mentioned case studies in China, India and in the countries of the Gulf Cooperation 

Council that reveal positive impacts from the use of renewable energy. He concluded by reviewing key 

points related to hydropower, such as aging of hydropower assets and the need for refurbishing to enhance 

output and power system functionality. 
 
Closing Session: Mr. Minoru Takada, Team Leader, Sustainable Energy, Division for Sustainable 

Development Goals, UN DESA, provided details about the way forward. He announced the development 

of a three-year integrated work programme for the Sustainable Water and Energy Solutions Network. This 

programme includes three major components: (1) developing a comprehensive Global Knowledge 

Platform, based on the scoping paper, that will provide an interactive forum to find solutions and share 

experiences and knowledge; (2) organizing the first Global Conference on Sustainable Water and Energy 

Solutions to bring together all relevant stakeholders probably next year depending on the world situation 

related to the pandemic; and (3) accelerating implementation by conducting activities on capacity 

building, training and advocacy. This proposed programme will support the effective transformation of 

knowledge into action. Mr. Luiz Felipe Carbonell, Coordination Director, Itaipu Binacional, Brazil, 

provided closing remarks emphasizing Itaipu’s commitment to finding integrated sustainable water and 

energy solutions. He explained that Itaipu is supporting implementation of all the SDGs, in particular SDG 

6 on water, SDG 7 on energy, SDG 13 on climate change, SDG 15 on terrestrial ecosystems and SDG 17 

on the promotion of local, regional and international partnerships. He concluded by highlighting the 

importance of the Network for moving forward the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 


