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Distinguished Co-Facilitators and delegates, 
 
Many thanks for the opportunity to provide input. There is growing scientific evidence that the noise 
levels in the ocean present a growing threat to fish stocks and fisherfolks. Studies have shown that fish 
catch rates can drop substantially, with larger fish leaving an area coincident with ocean noise events. 
Zooplankton, the basis of the marine food-web, suffers high mortality in the presence of impulsive 
noise. Anatomical, physiological and behavioral impacts, including lethal consequences, are 
documented on marine mammals, fish and invertebrates caused by noise-generating activities.  
Across the world, the increasing propagation of ocean noise is now undermining efforts to restore fish 
stocks, a priority of the Agenda 2030, with serious implications for human livelihoods and food security. 
Yet, this issue has not been adequately addressed. 
 
UNCLOS includes the introduction of energy into the marine environment under the definition of 
pollution in Article 1 (4). Hence, the Declaration needs to ensure that ocean noise is adequately 
addressed and recognised as a serious form of transboundary pollution that should be mitigated and 
addressed under SDG14.1.  
 
Therefore, OceanCare aligns with the statement delivered by the High Seas Alliance advocating for 
anthropogenic ocean noise to be included within this list of pollutants in paragraph (4) and supports 
the text suggestion by the High Seas Alliance [ levels of noise in the ocean have doubled every decade, 
in some regions, for the past 70 years. Increasing anthropogenic underwater noise pollution is now 
threatening many ocean species and populations ].  
 
Also, we recommend that paragraph 12 not only focusses on the implementation on voluntary 
commitments, but a sentence is included at the beginning that reads: We commit to implementing 
provisions within existing instruments and Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) and to 
encourage thorough review mechanisms within each specific MEA    
 
Being cognisant about the allocated time limit of 2 minutes, we did not include the following paragraph 
during our verbal intervention. However, for completeness, we wish to include this in our written submission: 
 
Taking into consideration the importance of recent developments within UNCLOS addressing 
anthropogenic underwater noise pollution, especially the outcome of the 19th meeting of the United 
Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea and the relevant 
paragraphs containing expanded language on anthropogenic underwater noise of the recently 
adopted Oceans Resolution and Sustainable Fisheries Resolution  we feel that a stand-alone 
paragraph on the threat of anthropogenic ocean noise pollution is warranted, i.e., between paragraph 
4. and 5.  The goal of a significant reduction in marine pollution by the year 2025 will not be achieved 
without transformative action, including on underwater noise pollution which needs to be considered 
within the wider context of SDG14 and SDG14.1 and SDG14.4 in particular to show how ocean noise 
might undermine these efforts. 
 
Pertaining to paragraph 8, we suggest to include the following sentence:  This treaty has broad 
ramifications for implementation of many of the SDG14 targets. Given the current slow progress of 
reaching targets, it is critical that these treaty negotiations are concluded in 2020 with robust 
conservation provisions  and also align with the statement made by the High Seas Alliance. 
 
Thank you for your attention. 
Fabienne McLellan, Co-Director International Relations, OceanCare, Switzerland, fmclellan@oceancare.org. 
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