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Professional Summary

Carolyn Rodrigues Birkett brings more than 25 years of
public sector experience and strong managerial expertise
across national and international arenas. Her career has
spanned several roles, including Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Foreign Trade and International Cooperation, \i

Minister of Amerindian Affairs, Member of Parliament,

international civil servant, and Guyana’s Permanent - \// a4
Representative to the United Nations. She also served her 4

presen N
community — Santa Rosa, as an elementary school teacher.
Permanent Representative of Guyana to the United Nations (2020 — present)

As Permanent Representative of Guyana to the United Nations, Ambassador Rodrigues Birkett
served in several capacities in advancing multilateralism and promoting the UN Charter and
international law. She led Guyana’s delegation during Guyana’s tenure on the United Nations
Security Council from 2024-2025. She was appointed thrice by the respective Presidents of the
General Assembly to co-facilitate inter-governmental processes, namely, establishing the
modalities for the UN High-Level Meeting on Universal Health Coverage, the High-Level
Political Declaration in 2022, and the establishment of the United Nations Youth Office.
Ambassador Rodrigues Birkett also led Guyana’s delegation as Chairperson of the G77 and
China.

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (UN FAO) - Coordinator of
Parliamentary Alliances (Rome, 2015-2017) and Director of the FAO Liaison Office in
Geneva (2018-2020)

As a former Parliamentarian, Ms. Rodrigues Birkett was cognizant of the influence of
Parliamentarians both in Parliament and within their constituencies in promoting food security
and nutrition. She coordinated FAQO’s work with Parliamentarians in promoting model laws on
food security and nutrition, facilitating national and cross continental parliamentary engagements



in Latin America, the Caribbean and Africa. Her efforts contributed to the establishment of the
Pan-African Parliamentary Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition by the Pan-African
Parliament.

In Geneva, she served as the focal point for FAO with other UN Organizations, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU), Non-Governmental organizations, and Ambassadors of countries
accredited to the FAO from Geneva. With her team, she organized several joint events, including
on youth and agriculture, forests, water, and the annual report on the state of food security and
nutrition, alerting the international community to actions that must be taken to eradicate hunger
and malnutrition.

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and International Cooperation (2008-2015)

Creating history as the first woman and youngest person to hold this office, Rodrigues Birkett
was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs in April 2008. Her elevation to this office made her
the highest-ranking Guyanese of Indigenous descent in the governmental hierarchy. In 2009,
Foreign Trade and International Cooperation were added to her portfolio. She successfully
navigated complex foreign policy issues and international negotiations, while championing
partnerships and fair treatment for developing countries, including the African, Caribbean, and
Pacific Group of States (ACP), and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). Regional integration,
especially for Small States, was a high priority for Minister Rodrigues Birkett. During her tenure,
Guyana joined the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) and signed the agreement for
associate membership in the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR). She dedicated
significant attention to matters pertaining to the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), ensuring
that Guyana met over 98% of its legal obligations under the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas,
piloting several pieces of legislation.

Further afield, she worked to strengthen Guyana’s linkages with Africa and the Middle East,
including by establishing embassies in Kuwait and South Africa — the first in both regions.

A believer that Small States possess the capacity to serve in the cause for international peace and
security, under her leadership, Guyana submitted its bid for a seat on the UN Security Council in
2012 for the 2024-2025 term.

Minister of Amerindian (Indigenous) Affairs (2001-2008)
At the age of 27, Minister Rodrigues Birkett became the youngest Minister in the Cabinet, with
her appointment as Minister of Amerindian Affairs. She is the architect of the Amerindian Act

of 2006, after leading three years of consultations with Indigenous communities on its content.
The Act, for the first time, codified the rights of Indigenous Peoples, including land and other
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natural resource rights, the right to their own governance system, and to establish by-laws. The
legislation is considered one of the most modern pieces in Latin America and the Caribbean on
Indigenous Peoples’ rights. Minister Rodrigues Birkett also successfully led the negotiations
which settled 22 land claims by Indigenous communities. A full-fledged Ministry with its own
budget was established under her leadership.

Member of Parliament (2001-2015)

Simultaneously with her ministerial portfolio, Rodrigues Birkett served as a Member of
Parliament from 2001 to 2015. She piloted several pieces of legislation, including to advance
Indigenous Peoples rights, CARICOM and South American integration, and to bring domestic
legislation in line with international agreements and Conventions including the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). She also chaired the Select Committee of
Parliament to update the Manual of Rules of Procedures and Operations of Parliamentary
Committees.

Coordinator, Amerindian Projects with the Social Impact Amelioration Programme
(SIMAP) (1995-2001)

From 1995 to 2001(April), Ms. Rodrigues Birkett served as the Coordinator of Amerindian
Projects with the Social Impact Amelioration Programme (SIMAP), a structural adjustment
programme established by the Government of Guyana. She was responsible for the
implementation of more than 80 social/infrastructure projects across Indigenous communities in
Guyana.

Elementary School Teacher, Santa Rosa Primary School (1989-1990)

Academic Background

Master's Degree in International Affairs and Diplomacy, Universitat Oberta de Catalunya
(Distinction)

Degree in Social Work, University of Guyana (Distinction)
Awards

Grand Cross of the Order of Bernardo O’Higgins (Orden de Bernardo O’Higgins) from the
Government of Chile, March 2013

Santa Rosa Heroes Award from the Community of Santa Rosa, September 2013
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Grand Cross of the Order of the General Liberator of San Martin from the Government of
Argentina, December, 2013

Vice-Chancellor Special Award for the best Graduating Student in the Faculty of Social
Sciences, 2006

Republic Bank Award for the Best Graduating Student in the Faculty of Social Sciences,
University of Guyana, 2006

Personal Details

Married to Roland Birkett with three children
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