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The Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024 is a 
call to be alert and to act for the people being traf-
ficked and exploited in today’s volatile context. After 
a marked decrease in the detection of victims during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of victims 
detected globally in 2022 increased sharply again 
and even surpassed pre-pandemic levels, rising by 
25% compared to 2019. This may partly be a reflec-
tion of improved detection capacity, but it is likely 
also a reflection of the fragility we see in every 
corner of the globe.

As climate disasters, conflicts, and displacement 
converge and their consequences cascade, vulner-
abilities are growing. Some of the people at the 
heart of those crises are pushed directly into traf-
ficking and exploitation, others are left without 
homes and prospects and at huge risk of trafficking, 
while others still are exposed due to structural risks 
created by low incomes and insecurity. 

Human trafficking continues to target the vulnera-
ble, and we see this in persistent as well as emerging 
trends. Women and girls remain the biggest share 
of detected victims worldwide, accounting for 61% 
of the total in 2022, and most of them continue to 
be trafficked for sexual exploitation, a pattern that 
has carried on for many years now. In parallel, the 
number of children among detected victims is grow-
ing rapidly and alarmingly, increasing by a third 
over the space of three years. In particular, the 
number of girls detected has surged, increasing by 
38%. In several regions, children now account for 
the majority of trafficking victims detected. 

The dynamics of trafficking in persons are also 
changing. It is becoming an increasingly global and 
transnational phenomenon, with more nationalities 
and more countries of destination detected than 
before. A third of all cross-border human trafficking 
flows involve citizens of Africa, where the impact of 
crises has been particularly stark, and where there 
are more people at risk than anywhere else. This 
report dedicates a full chapter to trafficking in and 
from Africa, looking at root causes and underlining 
that this problem and its solutions entail a shared 
global responsibility.

Another important development is the fact that 
victims trafficked for forced labour now account for 
the biggest share of all victims around the world, 
overtaking those who are trafficked for sexual 
exploitation, yet criminal convictions remain pri-
marily focused on the latter. We are also seeing a 
rise in trafficking for forced criminality, as organized 
crime models evolve and use trafficking victims to 
conduct online scams and other crimes in a spiral 
of victimization. It is critical to highlight the role of 
organized crime in human trafficking more broadly, 
and to dispel any misconception that trafficking is 
largely an isolated or disorganized form of crime. 
Our findings suggest that most traffickers operate 
as structured groups or loose networks, and that 
these organized traffickers exploit more victims.

If there is one key takeaway from this report, it is 
the need to adapt as human trafficking shifts. Jus-
tice systems need to broaden their focus and be 
better equipped to address different forms of traf-
ficking, including trafficking for forced labour and 
across national borders, and to target larger, more 
structured criminal networks and those at the top 
of their hierarchies. Child protection and assistance 
must be fully integrated into all anti-trafficking 
frameworks, and efforts to end child labour and 
child marriage should be revitalized. Preventing 
human trafficking needs to be an integral part of 
worker protection and responsible supply chains, 
and efforts to sensitize people and improve report-
ing should be stepped up. Crucially, attitudes that 
blame and punish victims must end, and priority 
must be given to protecting the safety and dignity 
of victims and people at risk, including people on 
the move.

I hope that this report will be a tool for govern-
ments, as well as the private sector, civil society, 
and academia, to fulfil their respective roles and 
responsibilities in responding to the urgent and 
dynamic threats posed by human trafficking today.

Ghada Waly

Executive Director 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

Preface
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST

The number of victims of 
trafficking detected globally is on 
the rise again after falling back 
during the Covid��� pandemic.

Child victims are increasingly 
detected globally with distinct 
patterns emerging for boys 
and girls. 

2

Trafficking for forced labour is on 
the rise but the criminal Mustice 
response is lagging behind.

Women and girls continue 
to make up the maMority 
of victims detected worldwide. 

4

1

3



Most trafficking in persons is 
perpetrated by organi]ed crime 
groups operating in business or 
governance types of structures. 

Victims are trafficked globally 
through an increasing number 
of international routes, with 
African victims trafficked to the
highest number of destinations. 

6

'isplacement, insecurity and 
climate change are e[acerbating 
the vulnerability of Africans 
to being trafficked. 

7

5
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Fig. 1 *loEal trend of detection rates� Ease \ear вабй



7his result is Eased on victims detected in бвй countries

Fig. 2 7rends in detection rates� E\ region� comparison вабй-вавв� вава-вавв



7his result is Eased on victims detected in бвй countries�

The number of victims of trafficking detected globally is on 
the rise again after falling back during the Covid��� pandemic.

A ве per cent rise in the gloEal detection of victims 
was recorded in вавв compared to вабй� 7he in-
crease is дг per cent when compared to вава�  when 
the numEer of detected cases fell sharpl\ during 
the pandemic� 3reliminar\ data for the \ear вавг 
con΋rms a continued increasing trend� 7he trend is 
not� however� seen across all regions�

6uE-6aharan Africa� 1orth America� and :estern 
(uropean countries saw signi΋cant increases in the 
detection of victims compared to вабй� while coun-
tries in 6outh America� (astern (urope and &entral 
Asia� (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c� 1orth Africa and the 
0iddle (ast recorded increasing detections com-
pared to вава� Eut still fewer compared to the вабй 
pre-pandemic period� 2n the other hand� countries 
in &entral America and the &ariEEean recorded a 
decrease when compared to вава�

Special Point of Interest

-60%

-40%

-20%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

120%

Central 
America
and the 

Caribbean

East Asia
and the
3aci΋c

North 
Africa

and the
Middle East

South
Asia

South
America

Central 
and South-

Eastern
Europe

Eastern
Europe 

and 
Central Asia

Western 
and

Southern
Europe

North
America

Sub-
Saharan

Africa

Trends in detection rates in 2022, 
compared to 2020 (during Covid)

Trends in detection rates in 2022, 
compared to 2019 (pre-Covid)

25%

-3%

-15%

-10%

-5%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

2019 2020 2021 2022

-13%

1



11
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Fig. 3 *loEal trend of detection rates of trafficking victims� E\ age group and sex вааг-вавв 
�per баа�ааа population� 


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 

 7his result is Eased on victims detected in бвй countries� comprising жб per cent of the world population� reporting on this indicator from вааг to вавв� 

The number of victims of trafficking detected globally is on 
the rise again after falling back during the Covid��� pandemic.
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Fig. 4 6hare of detected child victims of trafficking� E\ form of exploitation� вавв �or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on information aEout и�здй Eo\ victims and й�гвг girl victims of trafficking in persons whose forms of exploitation were reported�

7he overall numEer of child victims detected has 
climEed signi΋cantl\� ,n вавв� gloEal detections 
increased гб per cent compared to the pre-pan-
demic levels in вабй� with a sharper increase of 
ги per cent speci΋call\ among girls� 7his upward 
trend also shows geographical speci΋cities for Eoth 
girls and Eo\s�

An increasing share of girls detected is recorded in 
several regions� particularl\ in the Americas� Eut 
also in (urope� in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c and 1orth 
Africa and the 0iddle (ast� ,n (urope and 1orth 
America increasing numEers of Eo\ victims were 
reported in the aftermath of the pandemic� in pa-
rallel to increasing numEers of unaccompanied and 

separated children recorded at Eorders� 7hese chil-
dren are at particular risk of trafficking in persons� 
A contriEuting factor to the gloEal rise in child victims 
detected is also the overall increase of the numEer 
of cases detected in 6uE-6aharan Africa� a region 
that t\picall\ detects more children than adults�

*loEall\� Eo\ and girl victims show diΊerent pat-
terns of exploitation� 7he maMorit\ of girl victims 
detected �жа per cent� continue to Ee trafficked for 
the purpose of sexual exploitation� 6ome де per 
cent of Eo\s detected are trafficked for forced 
laEour and another дз per cent are exploited for 
other purposes� including forced criminalit\ and 
forced Eegging�
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Fig. 5 6hare of detected victims of trafficking in persons� E\ age group and sex� E\ region вавв �or most recent�

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Child victims are increasingly detected globally 
with distinct patterns emerging for boys and girls.
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Fig. 6 Global trend on detection rates of 
trafficking victims� E\ form of exploitation 
�per баа�ааа population� вааг-вавв


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 7his result is Eased on victims detected in бвй countries comprising 

жб per cent of the world population reporting

Fig. 7 6hare of detected victims of trafficking� 
E\ form of exploitation� вавв �or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on information from some же�ггй victims detected�

Fig. 8 6hare of convictions for trafficking in persons� 
E\ form of exploitation� вавв �or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on information from some г�йжй persons convicted�

%etween вабй and вавв� the gloEal numEer of vic-
tims detected for forced laEour rose E\ дз per cent� 
,n вавв� the share of total detected victims trafficked 
for forced laEour �дв per cent� had overtaken that 
of trafficking for sexual exploitation �гж per cent�� 
which previousl\ represented the largest share of 
detected victims� 

Although an increasing proportion of trafficking 
victims are identi΋ed in forced laEour� the maMorit\ 
of convictions worldwide are still related to sexual 
exploitation� ,n вавв� Must бз per cent of gloEal con-
victions were for forced laEour� compared to зв per 
cent for sexual exploitation� 

7he anal\sis of court cases indicates that criminal 
Mustice s\stems t\picall\ take aEout one \ear longer 
to secure convictions in trafficking for forced laEour 
cases compared to those involving sexual exploita-
tion as forced laEour cases are often more complex 
to prosecute�

3reliminar\ results for вавг show that these trends 
are ongoing� suggesting that the criminal Mustice 
response to cases of forced laEour is still less eΊec-
tive than for cases of sexual exploitation�
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Trafficking for forced labour is on the rise but the criminal 
Mustice response is lagging behind.
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Fig. 9 6hare of detected victims of trafficking� 
E\ age group and sex� вавв �or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 (xtrapolation Eased on a total of жи�игж victims detected in бге 

countries in вавв �or most recent�� comprising же per cent of the 
world population� reporting on this indicator� 

,n вавв� жб per cent of trafficking victims detected 
worldwide were female� Adults continue to Ee the 
most detected age group� and adult females make 
up гй per cent of all detected victims� At the same 
time� girls make up a signi΋cant вв per cent of the 
total detected victims� 

7he maMorit\ of women and girls identi΋ed among 
victims continue to Ee trafficked for the purpose of 
sexual exploitation� +owever� female victims are 
also trafficked in large numEers for forced laEour� 
particularl\ for domestic work� and for other t\pes 
of exploitation� including forced marriages and 
forced criminalit\�

Fig. 10 6hare of detected female victims of trafficking� E\ form of exploitation� 
вавв �or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on a total of бй�ебв woman and и�йез girl victims detected in иб countries and territories in вавв �or most recent��
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Women and girls continue to make up the maMority 
of victims detected worldwide.
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Fig. 11 6hare of t\pe of traffickersȆ structure reported 
in case narratives� E\ numEer of individuals 
convicted


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of court case summaries


 %ased on information on г�бвб traffickers convicted in йдв court 
case summaries�

Fig. 12 Average numEer of victims reported in case 
narratives� E\ t\pe of traffickersȆ structure


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of court case summaries�


 %ased on information on е�деб traffickers convicted in йжб court 
case summaries�

0ost traffickers operate within organi]ed groups� 
%ased on the anal\sis of йдв court case summaries� 
зд per cent of the г�бвб traffickers involved in these 
cases operated as groups and networks loosel\ 
connected in a Eusiness-t\pe criminal relation or 
as structured criminal organi]ations rooted in the 

,n вавв� men accounted for aEout за per cent gloE-
all\ of those investigated� prosecuted and convicted 
of trafficking in persons� :omen accounted for 
around ве-га per cent� while children were rarel\ 
reported as oΊenders�
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Most trafficking in persons is perpetrated by organi]ed crime 
groups operating in business or governance types of structures.
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:omen
s involvement in perpetrating trafficking 
varies consideraEl\ depending on the structure of 
the criminal organi]ation� 0ost cases of trafficking 
carried out E\ organi]ed crime groups involved Eoth 
men and women traffickers working together� 

Fig. 13 6hare of persons investigated for trafficking 
in persons� E\ age group and sex� вавв 
�or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on data on sex and age of бг�авз persons investigated 

in йб countries�
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67%
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Fig. 14 6hare of persons prosecuted for trafficking 
in persons� E\ age group and sex� вавв 
�or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on data on sex and age of и�гзж persons prosecuted 

in йи countries�

Fig. 15 6hare of persons convicted for trafficking 
in persons� E\ age group and sex� вавв 
�or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on data on sex and age of г�жгг persons convicted 

in ббб countries�
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Fig. 16 6hare of court cases involving organi]ed 
crime groups� E\ sex composition of the 
memEers of the group


6ource� 812'& */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries

 %ased on the narratives of бби court case summaries reporting 

on ийг traffickers�
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Most trafficking in persons is perpetrated by organi]ed crime 
groups operating in business or governance types of structure.
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%ased on the cases anal\]ed� when the trafficker 
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Fig. 17 6hare of detected cross-Eorder trafficking Όows 
E\ origin of victims� вавв �or most recent�


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

,n вавв� 812'& recorded at least бжв diΊerent 
nationalities that were trafficked to бви diΊerent 
countries of destination� 2f the total cross-Eorder 
Όows detected� гб per cent involve citi]ens of Afri-
can countries� making Africa the trafficking origin 
with the most destinations Eoth within and outside 
the region� mainl\ directed to (urope and to the 
0iddle (ast�

9ictims from (ast Asia and from 6outh Asia are 
detected in countries in all regions of the world� 
suggesting these Όows have a gloEal reach� 7raf-
΋cking out of (urope and out of /atin America tend 
to remain within limited geographical reach�

Map. 1 Main detected transregional flows, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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Victims are trafficked globally through an increasing number 
of international routes, with African victims trafficked to 
the highest number of destinations.
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Fig. 18 &onΌict� mineral resources and child trafficking 
in eastern 'emocratic 5epuElic of &ongo �'5&�

Fig. 19 &limate change can aΊect human trafficking in Africa on diΊerent levels�

Among the man\ factors that drive trafficking in 
persons� armed conΌicts� climate change and the 
related displacement appear to Ee impacting traf-
΋cking patterns in Africa� 

African countries have signi΋cantl\ increased eΊorts 
to tackle the proElem of trafficking in persons� as 
shown E\ the sustained and signi΋cantl\ increasing 
numEer of legislations adopted and convictions 
recorded throughout the continent� +owever� the 
criminal Mustice response more t\picall\ targets small 
groups and individual traffickers linked to domestic 
trafficking and less freTuentl\ structured criminal 
organi]ations that manage international trafficking�

7here are diΊerent trafficking d\namics aΊecting 
African victims� &hildren are t\picall\ trafficked for 
forced laEour across short distances� remaining 
within their countr\ or region� with traffickers 
exploiting the economic need of some families E\ 
targeting their children for forced laEour� 7rafficking 
outside Africa mainl\ involves the trafficking of 
adults for laEour and sexual exploitation�

Climate change
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'isplacement, insecurity and climate change are e[acerbating 
the vulnerability of Africans to fall victim to being trafficked. 
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KEY INDICATORS

1umEer of detected victims 

3ro΋les of detected victims

)orms of exploitation of detected victims

% %42 36
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202,478 Period 
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.e\ changes recorded in ���� compared to ���� 

Fig. 20 ,ncreasing share of victims trafficked for 
forced laEour to the total detected

Fig. 21 ,ncreasing share of child victims trafficked to 
the total detected

Map. 2 Main detected victims and forms of exploitation

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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INTRODUCTION

continent that has enabled a more detailed picture 
of trafficking patterns� Όows and trends�

This edition of the Global Report covers 156 
countries from all regions and suEregions of the 
world� registering the Eest countr\ coverage for 
the 812'& *loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons 
since its ΋rst edition in ваай�

7he 5eport presents a gloEal picture of the patterns 
and Όows of trafficking �&hapter б�� alongside 
detailed regional anal\ses �&hapter г�� 

,n addition� the 5eport includes one thematic chap-
ter �&hapter в� which anal\ses trafficking Όows� 
patterns in victim pro΋les� the organi]ation of traf-
΋ckers and risk factors for trafficking in persons 
on the African continent�

This edition of the Report presents a special sec-
tion on the trafficking for forced criminalit\ into 
online scams in 6outheast Asia �see page йе�� an 
anal\sis of the trafficking risks connected with 
migrantsȆ smuggling routes in Africa �see page из�� 
and an assessment of the experiences of civil 
societ\ organi]ations in assisting the victims of traf-
΋cking �see page йй��

As with the last edition� this 5eport presents a con-
triEution from earl\ career and \oung academic 
researchers� as part of 812'&Ȇs *eneration га 
initiative� aimed at Euilding new connections 
Eetween the 81 and academia� while expanding 
research opportunities for \oung people� 7he con-
triEutions featured in the report were suEmitted 
in response to a call for proposals issued on the 
812'& weEsite in вавг �see page йб��

Data and information used for 
the Global Report 2024

7he 5eport is Eased on several t\pes of informa-
tion� with the main source for the anal\sis consisting 
of official statistics on the detected cases of traf-
΋cking in persons collected from 156 countries� 
7he countries covered encompass more than йе 
per cent of the worldȆs population� 7he time period 
covered E\ the data collection for this 5eport is 
вава-вавв� A limited numEer of countries (72) also

7his edition of the *loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 
3ersons presents an anal\sis on the patterns� Όows 
and trends of trafficking in the aftermath of the 
gloEal pandemic� Although some regions are re-
cording increasing numEers of identi΋ed victims 
and convictions Ee\ond those recorded in вабй� 
others are still Eehind the pre-pandemic levels�

At the same time� some of the trends that emerged 
during the pandemic have Eeen reinforced� 3artic-
ularl\ alarming is the increasing detection of child 
trafficking� :hile previous editions of the 5eport 
descriEed how child trafficking� especiall\ in the 
context of forced laEour� t\picall\ occurred in 
low-income countries� recent data shows that while 
child trafficking is still detected in such areas� it is 
on the rise in high-income countries� 7his is partic-
ularl\ the cases for girls trafficked for sexual 
exploitation�

7he growing numEer of children along migrator\ 
routes ma\ explain the increasing detection of 
Eo\s trafficked� )ollowing the pandemic� more 
unaccompanied and separated children have 
been recorded at the borders of Europe and North 
America� and in the same regions more Eo\s are 
detected as trafficking victims�

,n the context of ongoing conΌicts and weather-
induced disasters� the risk of human trafficking is 
rising as one of the direct conseTuences of gloEal 
instaEilit\ and climate change resulting in forciEl\ 
displaced populations� 7his edition of the *loEal 
5eport explores these links on the African continent� 
a region that has Eeen particularl\ underre-
presented in the previous editions of the 5eport� 
primaril\ due to a lack of data�

)or the purpose of the chapter dedicated to Africa� 
812'& made extensive eΊorts to gather data from 
all regions of the continent� 812'& )ield 2ffices in 
Africa were instrumental in reaching contacts� while 
Moint initiatives were also conducted E\ 812'& with 
the ,nternational 2rgani]ation for 0igration �,20�� 
the African 8nion ,nstitute for 6tatistics �67A7A)5,&�� 
the (conomic &ommunit\ of the :est African 6tates 
�(&2:A6�� the 6outhern African 'evelopment 
&ommunit\ �6A'&� and the national authorities in 
man\ African countries� 7his has resulted in an 
unprecedented Tuantit\ of data from the African 
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provided information for the \ear 2023; prelimi-
nary trends and patterns emerging from this 
data are reported when available�б

0ost countries reported data for the \ear вавв� 
Annual patterns and Όows at the regional and 
gloEal levels were derived E\ using ȉвавв �or most 
recent�Ȋ as the reference \ear� meaning that� for 
the countries where вавв data was not availaEle� 
the most recent availaEle data was used �вавг� 
вавб or вава��

7he official statistics collected refer to cases of traf-
΋cking officiall\ recorded E\ national authorities 
reporting on the pro΋les of victims and oΊenders� 
as well as the characteristics of trafficking cases�

,n addition� the anal\sis made use of the narratives 
of court case summaries collected E\ 812'& since 
вабв� A total of 1,038 cases of trafficking in per-
sons were shared by 113 Member States� These 
cases involved more than 5,700 victims and 3,500 
offenders� Anal\ses Eased on this data are referred 
to as ȉ*/27,3 collection of court case summaries�Ȋ 
These cases can be found in more detail in a dedi-
cated document published in the UNODC Global 
5eport weEpageв and in the 812'& .nowledge 
3ortal on 7rafficking in 3ersons and its dedicated 
&ase-law 'ataEase� 6herloc�г

The 156 countries covered by the data collection
are grouped into four main regions and ба suE-
regions� 7he four regions are� Africa and the 
Middle East; South, East Asia and the Pacific; the 
Americas; and Europe and Central Asia� 

&ountries in Africa and the 0iddle (ast are grouped 
into two suEregions� North Africa and the Middle 
East, and Sub-Saharan Africa� 6imilarl\� Asian 
countries are grouped into two suEregions� East 
Asia and the Pacific, and South Asia� &ountries in 
the Americas are aggregated in three suEregions� 
Central America and the Caribbean, North 
America, and South America� &ountries in (urope 
and &entral Asia are grouped into the three suE-
regions of Central and South-Eastern Europe, 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, and Western 
and Southern Europe� 

2020 2021 2022 2023 
(preliminary)

2022
(or most recent)

Total 
2020-2023

1umEer of detected victims 
reported E\ 0emEer 6tates  ������ ������ ������ ������ ������ 202,4��

1umEer of detected victims for 
which age group and sex was 
reported E\ 0emEer 6tates

������ ������ ������ ������ ������ 1�3,�4�

1umEer of detected victims for 
which a form of exploitation was 
reported E\ 0emEer 6tates

������ ������ ������ ������ ������ 1�4,3��

1umEer of detected victims for 
which citi]enship was reported
E\ 0emEer 6tates

������ ������ ������ ����� ������ 142,�23

Number of persons prosecuted 
reported E\ 0emEer 6tates ������ ������ ������ ����� ������ 4�,�4�

1umEer of persons convicted 
reported E\ 0emEer 6tates ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� 1�,�3�

'ata was disaggregated E\ sex and age group wherever data availaEilit\ permitted�

6ummar\ of core data and indicators used in this edition of the 5eport E\ \ear
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Africa and the 
Middle East The Americas South Asia, East Asia 

and the Pacific Europe and Central Asia

Sub-
Saharan 
Africa 
(35 
countries)

North 
Africa 
and Middle 
East
(1� 
countries)

North 
America
(3 
countries)

Central 
America 
and the 
Caribbean
(12 
countries)

South 
America
(12 
countries)

South 
Asia
(� 
countries)

East Asia 
and the 
Pacific
(1� 
countries)

Western 
and 
Southern 
Europe
(23 
countries)

Central 
and South-
Eastern 
Europe 
(1� 
countries)

Eastern 
Europe 
and 
Central 
Asia
(11 
countries)

Angola

Algeria

Canada The Bahamas Argentina Afghanistan Australia Andorra Albania Armenia

Benin 0exico %eli]e %olivia 
�3lurinational 
6tate of�

%angladesh Brunei 
Darussalam

Austria Bosnia and 
+er]egovina

A]erEaiMan

%otswana Bahrain The United 
States of 
America

Costa Rica %ra]il Bhutan Cambodia %elgium %ulgaria Belarus

%urkina 
)aso

(g\pt Cuba Chile India China &\prus Croatia *eorgia

Cabo Verde ,raT Dominican 
Republic 
�the�

Colombia 0aldives &ook 
Islands
�the�

'enmark &]echia .a]akhstan

Central 
African 
5epuElic �the�

Israel (l 6alvador Ecuador Nepal )iMi )inland Estonia .\rg\]stan

Chad Jordan Guatemala *u\ana 3akistan Indonesia )rance +ungar\ Republic 
of 0oldova 
�the�

Cote
d
,voire

.uwait Honduras 3aragua\ 6ri /anka Japan *erman\ /atvia 7aMikistan

Democratic 
Republic of 
the &ongo 
�the�

/eEanon 1icaragua 3eru 0ala\sia Greece /ithuania 7urkmeni-
stan

/iE\a 3anama Suriname 0arshall 
,slands �the� 

Ireland 0ontenegro 8kraine

(swatini 0orocco 6aint /ucia 8rugua\ 0ongolia ,tal\ North 
0acedonia

8]Eekistan

Gambia 
�the�

Oman Trinidad and 
7oEago

9ene]uela
�%olivarian 
5epuElic of�

0\anmar

/iechten-
stein

3oland

Ghana Qatar 1ew 
Zealand

Romania

Guinea Saudi 
Arabia

3alau /uxem-
Eourg

Serbia

Guinea-
Bissau

6\rian AraE 
Republic 
�the�

3hilippines 
�the�

0alta 6lovakia

.en\a Tunisia Republic of 
.orea �the�

Netherlands 
�.ingdom of 
the�

6lovenia

&ountries and territories covered in this edition of the *loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons
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Africa and the 
Middle East The Americas South Asia, East Asia 

and the Pacific Europe and Central Asia
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Africa 
(35 
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6ingapore 1orwa\

0adagascar Yemen Thailand 3ortugal

0alawi 7onga Spain

0ali 6weden

0auritania 6wit]erland

0auritius

United 
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0o]am-
EiTue
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�the�
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&ountries and territories covered in this edition of the *loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons
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Map. 3 &ountr\ coverage

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

:hen the data allowed for a more detailed anal\-
sis� countries were organi]ed into more speci΋c 
suEgroups� 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast com-
prises 1orth Africa �Algeria� (g\pt� /iE\a� 0orocco 
and 7unisia�� the *ulf &ooperation &ouncil �*&&� 
countries �%ahrain� .uwait� 2man� 4atar� 6audi 
AraEia and the 8nited AraE (mirates� and the other 
countries of the 0iddle (ast �,raT� ,srael� -ordan� 
/eEanon� the 6\rian AraE 5epuElic� and <emen��

6uE-6aharan Africa comprises (ast Africa �.en\a� 
0auritius� 6omalia� 8ganda� the 8nited 5epuElic 
of 7an]ania�� 6outhern Africa �Angola� %otswana� 
the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo� (swatini� 

0adagascar� 0alawi� 0o]amEiTue� 1amiEia� 6e\-
chelles� 6outh Africa� =amEia and =imEaEwe� and 
:est Africa �%enin� %urkina )aso� &aEo 9erde� the 
&entral African 5epuElic� &had� &ote dȆ,voire� the 
*amEia� *hana� *uinea� *uinea-%issau� /iEeria� 
0ali� 0auritania� 1iger� 1igeria� 6enegal� 6ierra 
/eone and 7ogo�� 

Eastern Europe and Central Asia comprises Eastern 
(urope �Armenia� A]erEaiMan� %elarus� *eorgia� 
the 5epuElic of 0oldova� 8kraine� and countries in 
&entral Asia �.a]akhstan� .\rg\]stan� 7aMikistan� 
7urkmenistan and 8]Eekistan��
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� 6ome of the countries that reported in the past large 
numEers of cases are not part of this group of �� countries� 
the information for the \ear ���� is therefore not full\ 
comparaEle with the results emerging from the anal\sis 
presented in this 5eport� 7he numEer of detected victims 
and convictions reported E\ this group of countries is 
indeed onl\ a fraction of the gloEal numEers reported for 
���� ��� per cent of victims and �� per cent of convictions�� 
7he information could serve as an indication of the most 
recent trends�

� https���www�unodc�org�unodc�data-and-anal\sis�glotip�html
� https���sherloc�unodc�org�cld�en�v��htms�index�html

Endnotes
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Policy implications

7he ΋ndings of this edition of the *loEal 5eport 
show that most countries are detecting an increas-
ing numEer of trafficking victims and oEtaining 
more convictions after the downturn recorded in 
вава� +owever� not all countries have returned 
to their pre-pandemic levels� &ertain forms of 
trafficking� such as forced laEour� forced crimi-
nalit\ and child trafficking are con΋rmed to Ee on 
the rise�

7rafficking in persons remains a gloEal phenome-
non aΊecting all countries� either as countries of 
recruitment or exploitation� 7he crime reTuires a 
comEination of responses at all levels� gloEal� 
regional� national and suE-national� :hile there has 
Eeen great progress in setting up national legisla-
tions� challenges remain that reTuire adeTuate 
operational responses to address prevention� pro-
tection and prosecutions for a crime that data 
proves evolves and adapts to changes in societ\� 

7hrough the 3act for the )uture� the international 
communit\ has renewed its commitment to ȉinten-
sif\ international� regional� and national eΊorts to 
take immediate and eΊective measures to eradicate� 
forced laEor� end modern slaver\ and trafficking in 
persons� especiall\ women and children� and elim-
inate all forms of child laEorȊ �3act for the )uture 
Action ге�� 7he implementation of the following rec-
ommendations ma\ serve to guide those eΊorts in 
the context of the latest trafficking trends� 

Adopt and reinforce counter-trafficking
specific measures to prevent child traf-
ficking, protect and assist child victims

As children are increasingl\ detected among vic-
tims of trafficking� national authorities should 
ensure that child protection services, including 
care facilities, are sensitized and equipped to 
detect and refer cases of child exploitation and 
pay particular attention to children’s vulnerabil-
ities to being trafficked�

As the link Eetween child laEour and harmful prac-
tices such as forced and earl\ marriage that lead 
to trafficking in children is increasingl\ estaElished� 
the international community should reinvigorate 
campaigns to end child labour in all its forms 
(SDG 8�7) and to eliminate child, early and forced 

marriage (SDG 5�3) as well as support the adop-
tion of national legal frameworks to address 
these issues�

7rafficking of girls for the purpose of sexual 
exploitation is recording an alarming increase in 
man\ regions of the world� The international com-
munity and national authorities should increase 
efforts to prevent this form of trafficking, to 
ensure victim-centred and trauma-informed 
investigations, as well as tailored protection and 
assistance programmes for girl victims� 

6ome forms of child trafficking in the *loEal 1orth 
seem to Ee connected with the increased numEers 
of unaccompanied and separated children at 
Eorders and further inland� National authorities 
should enhance reception services and mecha-
nisms to provide immediate assistance to un-
accompanied and separated children at borders 
in order to reduce the risk of being exploited in 
destination countries�

)amilies have a fundamental role in the prevention 
of child trafficking� as well as in the detection and 
assistance of victims� 7he role of families should 
Ee included in counter-trafficking frameworks�

%roadening the counter-trafficking 
institutional framework and 
understanding 

)or man\ \ears� the sexual exploitation of women 
was identi΋ed as the main form of trafficking in 
persons� 7his has changed consideraEl\ over the 
\ears� 7rafficking for forced laEour is now widel\ 
reported and is the main form of trafficking in man\ 
regions as well as gloEall\� aΊecting male and 
female� child and adult victims� 7rafficking for 
forced criminalit\� including in the emerging form 
of online scams� ranks third in terms of numEer of 
victims detected� 7he wa\ cases are handled E\ 
criminal Mustice s\stems does not seem to reΌect 
this development� as traffickers involved in sexual 
exploitation still disproportionatel\ represent the 
largest share of convictions� 7here is a need to 
Eroaden the perspective and assist national 
institutions in developing a more comprehensive 
understanding of trafficking in all its forms to 
address all t\pes of exploitation and identif\ all 



The Global Report on Trafficking in 3ersons ����

31

victims� The international community and national 
authorities need to conceptualize and design new 
anti-trafficking frameworks tailored to other 
forms of trafficking including for forced labour 
and forced criminality�

Improve the identification of victims 
and their protection

,n order to detect trafficking in persons it its 
various forms and identif\ victims� the role of a 
wider range of stakeholders needs to Ee recogni]ed� 
7his would contriEute to supporting the eΊorts of 
criminal Mustice practitioners in addressing the crime 
and support in Eringing assistance and providing 
protection to victims�

,n light of the growing trend of trafficking for forced 
laEour� national authorities should provide labour 
inspectors and social workers with the tools and 
indicators to integrate trafficking as a serious 
threat to workers and refer suspicious cases to 
the appropriate services� 

&ivil societ\ organi]ations� 1*2s and communities 
usuall\ have privileged access to the population� 
especiall\ the most vulneraEle� and can pla\ a piv-
otal role in Euilding relationships with trafficking 
victims to support their difficult and often non-linear 
Mourne\s out of trafficking� 
National authorities should protect and support 
their role, and put in place safeguards for staff 
of NGOs and the persons they assist against 
potential retaliation, including by introducing or 
reinforcing fundamental rights and enforce exist-
ing legislation concerning the use of violence and 
intimidation� 

At the same time� communit\ memEers need prac-
tical and concrete information on what to do when 
in the presence of suspected cases of trafficking in 
persons� Information campaigns should aim at 
directing actionable information towards those 
members of the community who are most likely 
to interact with victims, in the most-affected 
areas, with an emphasis on the most prevalent 
forms and victims of trafficking locally�

:hen proactive investigation is initiated E\ national 
authorities� more victims are identi΋ed� Eut man\ 
fail to adopt a victim-centred approach� hindering 
the participation of the victims in the prosecution 
and trial phases� The international community, 

national authorities and civil society organizations 
should partner in defining successful practices 
for proactive investigation, ensuring victims’ 
cooperation during criminal procedures� To build 
trust and encourage victims to come forward, 
anti-trafficking initiatives should provide victim 
and witness protection programmes that apply 
trauma-informed approaches and ensure digni-
fied access to justice for survivors� They should 
also provide foreign victims with appropriate 
interpretation services�

7o prevent revictimi]ation and contriEute to suc-
cessful re�integration� counter-trafficking institutions 
need to go Ee\ond direct assistance and invest in 
a range of different services, long-term case man-
agement capacity and rehabilitation interventions, 
including helping victims to settle into a stable 
and safe environment, supporting mental and 
physical well-being, and providing opportunities 
for personal, social and economic development�

Reinforcing the criminal justice response 
to trafficking in persons, especially in 
some regions 

:hile most regions have recorded increasing detec-
tions and convictions since вава� such as Africa 
where new legislation was enacted� some regions 
have not \et recovered to their pre-&ovid levels� 
including in some middle and high-income coun-
tries� 7hese progresses and setEacks ma\ Ee 
explained E\ various factors� ranging from the exis-
tence and applicaEilit\ of anti-trafficking legislation 
to the complexit\ of the cases and the aEilit\ of 
criminal Mustice practitioners to secure convictions 
on trafficking charges Eased on solid evidence� 7he 
high level of involvement of organi]ed crime 
groups� some of which are transnational� and 
emerging forms of trafficking� including for forced 
criminalit\ conducted online� raise the evidentiar\ 
Eurden� 7his ma\ add to the challenges alread\ 
posed E\ international cooperation� impacting on 
the Tualit\ of the cases prosecuted� in addition to 
the numEer of convictions� The international com-
munity and national authorities should analyse 
legislation and judicial practice in selected coun-
tries in order to understand where the obstacles 
to successful prosecutions lie� They should sup-
port and implement remedies at the national 
level such as legal reform to clarify the trafficking 
offences as well as training to and exchange of 
experience among prosecutors and judges, but 
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also defence lawyers, to better understand the 
evidential requirements of the offence� This 
includes: how to deal with complex cases that 
involve transnational organized criminal groups 
and digital evidence; the impact of trauma and 
the coping mechanisms that may impact the cred-
ibility of victims and witnesses; and enabling the 
application of sentences that are proportionate 
to the seriousness of the trafficking offences� 

,n Africa� where most convictions seem to focus on 
small groups or individual traffickers� the interna-
tional community and donor assistance should 
focus on the capacity of African countries to 
address transnational criminal organizations 
operating on the continent� Destination countries 
outside of Africa where African victims are 
exploited should also extend their cooperation 
to origin countries to stop the trafficking and to 
prosecute the traffickers� ,n addition� considering 
that the large maMorit\ of African trafficking victims 
are detected within Africa� the international com-
munity should support regional organizations 
and national authorities in the development 
and strengthening of transnational referral mecha-
nisms that build on and complement existing 
national referral mechanisms so as to improve 
bilateral and regional coordination in investiga-
tions, repatriation and protection of victims� 

)inall\� to counter the emergence of trafficking for 
forced criminalit\ into online scams� national 
authorities should develop puElic-private partner-
ships� particularl\ with tech companies� to deprive 
traffickers of access to the technical infrastructure 
that is reTuired to commit these forms of traffick-
ing� as well as with the ΋nancial sector� to enhance 
the tracking of ΋nancial Όows and gather digital 
evidence during investigations�

0emEer 6tates and the international communit\ 
should reiterate and adopt concrete actions to 
implement paragraph гв of the *loEal 'igital &om-
pact� which calls on technolog\ companies and 
social media platforms to provide online safet\-re-
lated training materials and safeguards to their 
users� in particular� children and \outh users� and 
call on social media platforms to estaElish safe� 
secure� accessiEle reporting mechanisms to report 
polic\ violations�

Prevention of trafficking in persons 
should adopt a multi-layered approach 
to tackle the drivers of the proliferation 
of trafficking activity 

3reventing human trafficking ma\ take man\ 
forms in the short and long term� with more or less 
correlated and measuraEle impact� :hile aware-
ness-raising initiatives that are context� puElic and 
vulneraEilit\ speci΋c ma\ have a preventive eΊect 
on trafficking� other measures addressing root 
causes for trafficking in persons� or interventions 
tailored to sectors that can Ee Ereeding grounds for 
trafficking in persons could also Ee considered� 

,n the context of transnational trafficking in per-
sons� considering the increasing push on human 
moEilit\ from conΌicts and climate change� and 
to reduce risks of trafficking connected with 
smuggling of migrants� who Eecome more vulner-
aEle to exploitation while on the move� national 
authorities should consider legal channels for 
refugee movement and broadening the scope of 
regular pathways for migrants that foster safe 
and dignified journeys for people who need to 
move across borders� 

7o address the root causes of human moEilit\ and 
loss of economic power related to climate change� 
national authorities should adopt comprehensive 
strategies to address the intersection between 
climate change, crimes that affect the environ-
ment and trafficking in persons, including by 
providing compensation mechanisms for affected 
communities to mitigate income loss caused by 
natural crises and reduce vulnerabilities� 

3romoting \outh emplo\ment and education as 
ke\ preventive measures could also counter pov-
ert\� conΌict� and harmful socio-cultural practices 
that make individuals vulneraEle to trafficking in 
persons� National authorities are encouraged to 
build partnerships with civil society organiza-
tions (particularly youth organizations) to create 
economic opportunities, support vulnerable com-
munities and address underlying vulnerabilities 
that contribute to trafficking risks�

5ecogni]ing the inΌuence and position of faith 
leaders and communit\ representatives� national 
authorities should consider leveraging their 
trusted positions within communities to act as 
key change-makers in preventing trafficking in 
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persons� 7he inΌuence of peers ma\ also Ee 
leveraged E\ incorporating the experiences of 
survivors into awareness initiatives� 

,n the context of trafficking for forced criminalit\ 
into online scams� as some part of the victims are 
\oung individuals enrolled in universit\ or other 
similar programmes� national authorities should 
develop country-specific prevention interventions 
targeting universities and tertiary education in-
stitutions to inform students about the dangers 
of online scamming operations and recruitment 
practices used by criminals�

)inall\� in the context of Africa� as emerging from 
the research� while a wealth of natural resources 
can turn into duraEle and eΊective economic 
opportunities for African countries� it can also 
attract criminal actors and result in more victims 
of trafficking in persons� National authorities 
should engage Ministries of Mines to include 
anti-human-trafficking provisions in mining 
regulations and leverage mining companies' cor-
porate social responsibility (CSR) efforts to 
combat trafficking for forced labour in the region. 
The international community should support Afri-
can countries to enforce regulatory systems to 
ensure legal, sustainable and safe extraction of 
natural resources, as well as increasing fair trade 
and wealth redistribution to reduce child labour 
and child trafficking for forced labour. 

More usable data, more precise analysis 
to understand and report on trafficking 
in persons

At the national level� man\ countries struggle to 
harmoni]e disparate data collected from diΊerent 
stakeholders�organi]ations involved in the count-
er-trafficking response�

At the same time� contrar\ to past editions� the 
extraordinar\ eΊort 812'& invested in collecting 
data in the African continent resulted in an un-
precedented coverage of the continent and the 
suEseTuent anal\sis assessing root causes� 
patterns� trends and institutional response� 

Data is available when national and regional 
institutions are given the instruments to collect 
and report, and when durable partnerships 
with national, regional and international actors 
are built�

Data harmonization can also serve as a powerful 
tool for combatting trafficking in persons at the 
international level� :hen data can Ee harnessed 
in an eΊective� standardi]ed wa\ from a variet\ of 
sources� particularl\ those with more access to the 
communities aΊected and more experience and 
knowledge aEout the nature of the crime� there is 
great potential to expand the evidence Ease�

7o this end� IOM and UNODC are developing a 
new set of ,nternational Classiέcation for Admin-
istratiYe 'ata on 7rafficking in 3ersons �,C-7,3� for 
approval and adoption at international levels�
7he ,&-7,3 aims to facilitate the production and 
dissemination of high-Tualit\ administrative data 
relating to various aspects of the crime of traffick-
ing in persons�

2ver the last few \ears� the research communit\ 
has registered great progress in the ΋eld of esti-
mating the prevalence of trafficking in persons� At 
the same time� the variet\ of research approaches 
and statistical de΋nitions adopted resulted in 
studies that are not comparaEle over time and 
geograph\� There is an evident need to define a 
universal standard for prevalence estimates on 
trafficking in persons� 7o ΋ll this gap� the ,/2� 
812'&� ,20� and the 8niversit\ of *eorgia �8*A� 
have recentl\ Moined forces under the STATIP 
project (Standard Tools for Analysing Trafficking 
in Persons) to produce a universal statistical 
definition of trafficking in persons as well as 
comprehensive, ethical and robust methodolo-
gies to estimate the prevalence of trafficking in 
persons for forced labour�
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GLOBAL OVERVIEW
hEæ GTv%TvH° G�R THE æEAR 2а22

Trends compared to 2019 (pre-covid)

0ain pro΋le of victims detected ����� or most recent�

children adults38% 62%

+47%
in the detection 
of victims trafficked 
for forced labour

+25%
in the detection 
of victims trafficked for 
other forms of exploitation

7rafficking for forced 
criminality into online scams 

men

women

(merging forms of exploitation

boys 

girls

39%

23%

in the detection
 of total victims

+25%

victims 
detected

74,785

in the detection 
of total children

+31%
boys 
increase in the detection

+24%

girls 
increase in the detection

+38%

22%

16%



��� diάerent 
nationalities detected 

in 128 destination
countries

total cross-border flows were 
detected around the globe: 

��� of the traffickers 
operate in organi]ed 
crime groups 

162
128

74%

436

)lows detected ����� or most recent�

7raffickers reported in cases that concluded with a conviction 

&riminal -ustice response

31 %
24%
24%
16%

of these involved  African victims 

involved victims from  South and East Asia

involved victims from  Europe and Central Asia

involved victims from the  Americas

In 2022, the number of people globally convicted 
returned to slightly below the ���� leYels, with 
an increase of +36 per cent compared to 2020. 

Convictions for trafficking for forced labour are far 
less compared to those for sexual exploitation and 
disproportionate compared to the number of victims detected.
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7he total numEer of victims identi΋ed in the \ear 
вавв increased Ee\ond the levels recorded in вабй� 
*loEall\� ве per cent more victims were recorded 
compared to the pre-pandemic period� and a 
signi΋cant дг per cent more victims were recorded 

DETECTION TRENDS:
victim numbers above pre-pandemic 
levels with child victims increasing 

Fig. 22 *loEal trend in detection rates of trafficking victims� E\ age group and sex� вааг-вавв 
�per баа�ааа population�
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Fig. 23 *loEal trend in detection rates 
of trafficking victims� Ease \ear вабй


6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 7his result is Eased on victims detected in бвй countries� comprising 
жб per cent of the world population� reporting on this indicator from 
вабй to вавв�

compared to вава� 7his trend can Ee attriEuted 
to the гб per cent increase in children detected 
compared to the period Eefore the &ovid-бй 
pandemic� 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 7his result is Eased on victims detected in бвй countries� comprising жб per cent of the world population� reporting on this indicator from вааг to вавв� 

Fig. 24 6hare of detected victims of trafficking� 
E\ age group and sex� вавв �or most recent�
 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on a total of жи�айа victims detected in бге 
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,n вавв� most regions detected more victims com-
pared to вава� the \ear when a gloEal drop in 
detection was recorded� 2nl\ &entral America and 
the &ariEEean recorded a further decrease com-
pared to the reduced detections during the 
pandemic�

'espite the increases recorded� not all regions have 
returned to the numEer of victims recorded in вабй� 
&ountries in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c� in 1orth Africa 
and the 0iddle (ast continue to register fewer 
victims detected compared to the pre-pandemic 
period�

Fig. 25 Detections of victims of trafficking in 2022 as compared to 2019 (pre-Covid) and to 2020, by region

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

Fig. 26 Trends in detection rates of trafficking victims, by regions, base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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&onversel\� in 6uE-6aharan Africa� 1orth America� 
:estern and 6outhern (urope detection of traffick-
ing victims increased drasticall\ compared to вабй� 

&ountries in (astern (urope and &entral Asia� 6outh 
America and 6outh Asia Eroadl\ returned to the 
levels of victims detected in вабй� 

7he maMorit\ of the жж countries reporting the 
numEer of victims detected for the \ear вавг con-
tinue to register increasing trends� while aEout one 
third of them register decreasing detections com-
pared to вавв� ,ncreasing trends were recorded in 
:estern and 6outhern (urope� (ast Asia and the 
3aci΋c and 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast in 
particular�

Trends in convictions

7he gloEal conviction rate returned to the pre-pan-
demic ΋gures in вабй� ,n line with the increased 
numEer of victims detected� the gloEal numEer of 
convictions rose a signi΋cant гж per cent Eetween 
вава and вавв�

0ost regions recorded an increasing numEer of 
convictions from вава or вавб to вавв� 'espite the 
increases� however� not all regions managed to 
recover the levels of convictions recorded in вабй� 
with countries in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c� 1orth 
America� 6outh America and (astern (urope and 
&entral Asia recording numEers still Eelow the 
pre-pandemic levels�

7he largest increases Eetween вабй and вавв were 
in (urope and particularl\ in 6uE-6aharan Africa� 
where the numEer of convictions recorded a rele-
vant increase in percentage terms� ,t should Ee 
noted� however� that the increase in 6uE-6aharan 
Africa started from low levels in aEsolute numEers 
from aEout зе in the whole region in вабй� to some 

Fig. 27 Share of countries reporting data for 202г 
by type of trends in the detection of victims, 
comparing 202г to 2022

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� %ased on жж reporting 
countries� 
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Increasing trends
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15%

49%

36%

Fig. 28 *lobal trend in convictions for trafficking in 
persons, base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 )or comparative purposes� the numEers refer to йв countries and 
territories reporting on people convicted for trafficking in persons 
over the entire period�
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бда in вавв� 6trong increases were recorded in a 
few ke\ countries in 6uE-6aharan Africa while more 
moderate increases were recorded in the region as 
a whole�

)or the \ear вавг� the numEer of total convictions 
were reported onl\ E\ еб countries� According to 
this data� the picture seems to Ee staEle at the levels 
recorded in вавв� with one third of these countries 
recording increasing convictions and another third 
recording decreasing trends and the remaining 
reporting staEle trends� 

Children: increasingly exploited 
in a variety of forms

,n вавв� children accounted for ги per cent of vic-
tims detected gloEall\� *irls �вв per cent of total 
victims� were more t\picall\ trafficked for sexual 
exploitation� and to a lesser extent for forced laEour 
and other forms of exploitation� such as forced mar-
riage� %o\s �бж per cent� were primaril\ trafficked 
for forced laEour and for other forms of exploita-
tion� t\picall\ forced criminalit\�б

6ince вабй� there has Eeen an increase of approx-
imatel\ гб per cent in recorded child victims� 7his 
trend is the result of� �i� a larger share of girls among 
female victims trafficked for sexual exploitation 
identi΋ed in man\ regions� �ii� an increase in traf-
΋cked Eo\s detected in (urope and� to a lesser 
extent� in 1orth America� and �iii� a large increase 

of detected victims in Africa where generall\ more 
child than adult victims are detected �see Important 
advancements in criminal justice responses but 
measures to target organized crime still lacking in 
&hapter в� page иг��

Compared to the past, girls are 
increasingly trafficked for the 
purpose of sexual exploitation 

A large increase in girl victims detected �per баа�ааа 
population� was recorded in вавв in 1orth America� 
more than douEle compared to вабй� 7his increase 
can Ee largel\ attriEuted to girls trafficked within 
national Eorders for the purpose of sexual exploita-
tion and for mixed laEour and sexual exploitation� 
0ore women victims were also detected during the 
same period in this region� mainl\ for the same 
purposes� Eut the increase is much smaller ��ег 
per cent� when compared to girls� ,n this region� girl 
victims detected in вавв amounted to ве per cent 
of the total victims� compared to би per cent 
recorded in вабй� while women amounted to еж per 
cent� a reduction from же per cent in вабй� &oun-
tries in &entral America and the &ariEEean and in 
6outh America� in (astern (urope and &entral Asia 
also report a higher share of girls and lower share 
of women detected compared to вабй� the vast 
maMorit\ of them trafficked for sexual exploitation� 
An increased share of girls detected was also 
recorded in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope �from 
вз per cent to гг per cent of the total victims 

Fig. 30 Trend in convictions for trafficking in persons, by region, base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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detected�� 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast �from 
бд per cent to вб per cent�� 6imilar trends were 
recorded in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c�

7hese numEers suggest that in вавв girls in these 
regions were more targeted for the purpose of 
sexual exploitation compared to вабй�

The increase in boy victims detected 
could be linked to the increase in the 
numbers of unaccompanied migrant 
children in Western countries 

'uring the same period� an increased numEer of 
Eo\s �per баа�ааа population� was recorded in :est-
ern and 6outhern (urope ��да per cent�� mainl\ 

detected as trafficked for forced laEour and for 
other forms of exploitation� 6imilar trends were 
also recorded in 1orth America� where the numEer 
of Eo\s detected in forced laEour tripled from ии 
in вабй to вжж in вавв�

0ost of the Eo\ victims detected in :estern and 
6outhern (urope are foreign citi]ens� mainl\ from 
1orth Africa� 6uE-6aharan Africa and Asia� 7he pro-
΋les of these children reΌect the sex and citi]enships 
of the unaccompanied childrenв recorded in West-
ern and 6outhern (urope during the same period� 

&ountries in (urope are recording increasing num-
Eers of unaccompanied children crossing Eorders 
following pandemic-related Eorder and movement 

Fig. 31 Share of detected child victims of trafficking, by form of exploitation, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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restrictions� 7he maMorit\ of unaccompanied chil-
dren detected are Eetween бд and бз \ears old and 
are Eo\s� and most originate from 1orth Africa and 
Afghanistan�г

,nternational organi]ations�д (uropean institutionsе 

and national police forcesж Όag that these children 
are at risk of Eecoming victims of trafficking in per-
sons� as the\ urgentl\ need to earn mone\ and 
lack of parental care� making them vulneraEle to 
Eeing exploited for forced laEour� sex or for forced 
criminalit\�

6imilar patterns seem to aΊect countries in 1orth 
America� with studies suggesting relevant shares 
of unaccompanied children are at risk of trafficking�з

7he maMorit\ of unaccompanied children detected 
are Eetween бе and бз \ears old and are Eo\s ȁ 
man\ from &entral America and the &ariEEean�и

:hile it is difficult to ascertain an exact ΋gure� data 
from Eorder interceptions and the as\lum process 
indicate a a signi΋cant increase in unaccompanied 
children in the (uropean 8nionй Eetween вава and 
вавг� ,n 1orth America� there was a large increase 
from вава up to вавв� with a slight decrease in вавг� 
7hese trends could explain the increasing numEer 
of Eo\s Eecoming victims of trafficking in Eoth of 
these regions�

Fig. 33 Number of boys detected as trafficked into 
forced labour and other forms of exploitation 
in Western and Southern Europe (2019, 2022) 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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In some regions, children continue
to represent the majority of 
detected victims

:hile increasing numEers of child victims of traf-
΋cking are recorded in (urope and 1orth America� 
these regions are still detecting more adult than 
child victims� ,n terms of regional variation� &entral 
America and the &ariEEean� 6uE-6aharan Africa and 
1orth Africa recorded the highest share of children 
out of total detected victims� around жа per cent� 
followed E\ (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c and 6outh Asia�

'etections of children trafficked for forced laEour 
were particularl\ prevalent in 6uE-6aharan Africa 
in вавв� 0eanwhile� girls were more t\picall\ traf-
΋cked for sexual exploitation in &entral America 
and the &ariEEean� ,n this region� while a limited 
numEer of victims are detected in forced laEour� 
дз per cent of them are children� more girls �гв per 
cent� than Eo\s �бе per cent�� 7he court cases 
reported to 812'& from countries in &entral Amer-
ica descriEe how children ma\ Ee trafficked for a 
variet\ of t\pes of forced laEour� including 

small-scale economic activities such as harvesting 
and selling fruit�ба working in shopsбб or for food 
preparation�бв

1ational authorities in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle 
(ast reported aEout бе per cent of detected victims 
Eeing exploited in Eegging� almost all of them chil-
dren �де per cent girls and ед per cent Eo\s��

Women and girls: most detected
victims and exploited for all forms 
of trafficking 

In 2022, most detected victims were females; 61 
per cent of victims detected worldwide are women 
and girls. :hile more children have Eeen detected 
since вабй� adults continue to Ee the most detected 
age group� and adult females make up гй per cent 
of detected victims�

7he maMorit\ of women and girl victims identi΋ed 
continue to Ee trafficked for the purpose of sexual 
exploitation� 0ost court cases collected E\ 812'& 
with reference to sexual exploitation concern 

 Drug cartels trafficking children for forced criminality in Western Europe

a (85232/� &riminal 1etworks involved in the 7rafficking and (xploitation of underage victims in the (uropean 8nion� 'ocument 5ef� 1o� 
�������� (0&''A� EU Drug Markets Analysis 2024: Key insights for policy and practice �/uxemEourg� 3uElications 2ffice for the (uropean 
8nion� ������

E (85232/� &riminal 1etworks involved in the 7rafficking and (xploitation of underage victims in the (uropean 8nion� 'ocument 5ef� 1o� 
�������� 7�/�0 /eito� 6�5� van %emmel� )� 1oteEoom ȉ&hanging perspective� an explanator\ stud\ into criminal exploitation in �� large 
and medium-si]ed 'utch municipalitiesȊ� &entre Against &hild 7rafficking and +uman 7rafficking� �����

c %elgian )ederal 3olice� ȉ���� activit\ reportȊ� availaEle at https���www�police�Ee�annualreport-federalpolice�sites�Maarverslag�files�files�����-
�����BA5����B)ederalB3olice�pdf�

d 7�/�0� /eito� 6�5� van %emmel� )� 1oteEoom� ȉ&hanging perspective� an explanator\ stud\ into criminal exploitation in �� large and 
medium-si]ed 'utch municipalitiesȊ� &entre Against &hild 7rafficking and +uman 7rafficking� �����

e 6ee https���www�gov�uk�government�puElications�criminal-exploitation-of-children-and-vulneraEle-adults-count\-lines�criminal-exploita-
tion-of-children-and-vulneraEle-adults-count\-lines�who-is-vulneraEle-to-count\-lines-exploitation �accessed on �� 2ctoEer ������ 
1ational &rime Agenc\ &ount\ /ines 9iolence� (xploitation 	 'rug 6uppl\ ����� -anuar\ �����

f 7he %ritish +ome 2ffice reported statements the phenomenon was prioriti]ed E\ police which is reflected in the increasing numEer of cases 
detected and victims reported� 6ee� https���www�gov�uk�government�puElications�home-offices-count\-lines-programme-data�count\-lines-
programme-data�count\-lines-programme-surge-fund-results �accessed on �� 2ctoEer ������

(uropol and the (uropean 0onitoring &entre for 'rugs 
and 'rug Addiction have reported that some of (uropeȆs 
criminal networks are recruiting and exploiting minors 
and adolescents to act as spotters� distriEute drugs or 
carr\ out violent attacks�a 7hese child victims include 
Eoth national children and foreign children� trafficked 
E\ drug cartels and exploited in the ground-level distri-
Eution of drugs�E

%elgium has reported cases involving the exploitation of 
unaccompanied children for forced criminalit\�c 6tudies 
conducted in the 1etherlands highlight that the numEer 
of children trafficked for drug trafficking and for other 
crimes is underestimated� 7he stud\ reports that these 
Eo\s and girls are mainl\ 'utch children in their teens 

in their teens who ma\ suΊer from minor mental or 
Eehavioural health disorders�d A similar pattern that has 
Eeen widel\ documented and reported in the 8nited .ing-
dom� where Eo\s� Eoth %ritish and foreigners� including 
unaccompanied and separated children� are trafficked 
for forced criminalit\� particularl\ for drug traffickinge� 

,ncreased attention to this phenomenonf or an increas-
ing numEer of Eo\s Eeing victimi]ed could explain the 
increasing numEer of Eo\ victims trafficked for forced 
criminalit\ detected in (urope�
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Fig. 37 6hare of detected victims of trafficking in persons� E\ age group and sex� E\ region вавв �or most recent�
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Fig. 39 Share of detected female victims of trafficking, by form of exploitation, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on a total of бй�жвб woman and й�гвг girl victims detected in иб countries and territories in вавв �or most recent�� 

prostitution� either in closed or puElic settings� 9ic-
tims of sexual exploitation are also reported to Ee 
exploited using the internet or to produce sexual 
aEuse material� A numEer of cases involved sexuall\ 
exploited victims who were Eelow the age of бд� 

1otaEl\ in вавв� women� and especiall\ girls� were 
detected as trafficked for other purposes� A numEer 
of court cases give examples of women and girls 
trafficked for the purpose of forced marriage�бг for 
forced Eegging�бд and for forced criminalit\� includ-
ing pickpocketing�бе shoplifting�бж or fraud�бз

As far as trafficking for forced laEour is concerned� 
anal\sis of court cases reported to 812'& refer to 
women and girls exploited in domestic servitude� 
foreign victims have Eeen found exploited in domes-
tic work in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast�би in the 
Americas�бй in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c�ва and 
in (urope�вб Authorities in 6uE-6aharan Africa and 
&entral America also report cases of domestic traf-
΋cking of girls for domestic servitude�вв

)rom the anal\sis of the reported cases� it emerges 
that domestic servitude as a t\pe of forced laEour 
can Ee violent� with victims facing extreme ph\sical 

Fig. 38 Cases of sexual exploitation� by type of setting and exploitation

6ource� 812'& court case summaries�
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aEuse while also living in close proximit\ with their 
traffickers�вг :omen and girl victims are also 
reported to Ee exploited in the entertainment 
sector� often in comEination with sexual exploita-
tion� in agriculture� in roadside selling and in food 
preparation�

Failing in proactively identifying 
women and girls

An anal\sis of даз court cases including information 
on б�дег victims suggests that institutions fail to 
activel\ identif\ the victims of trafficking in persons� 
with victims often needing to take the ΋rst action 
to contact the authorities� ,n this context� some 
diΊerence is found Eetween male and female 
victims� )emale victims seem to Ee detected as a 
result of their own action more freTuentl\ than male 
victims �гв per cent of the female victims reported 
vs ве per cent of male victims�� who more freTuentl\ 
emerge from proactive action from the authorities�

6peci΋call\� women are more freTuentl\ detected 
as result of their own action� while for girls it appears 
famil\ memEers pla\ a role� with parents or siElings 
t\picall\ contacting the authorities to report cases 
of trafficking� 

7he share of cases where law enforcement author-
ities and the communit\ triggered the response is 
similar for Eoth women and girls� 0eanwhile� in 
cases involving male victims� Eoth adults and chil-
dren are more t\picall\ detected E\ officers of 
laEour inspectors or social services�

)rom the anal\sis of the cases� it appears that when 
a counter-trafficking action is initiated as part of a 
proactive operation E\ law enforcement agencies� 
on average� more victims are identi΋ed per single 
case� :hile operations started E\ a victim who man-
ages to reach out to the authorities ma\ Ee aEle to 

Fig. 40 Female victims reported in court cases on 
trafficking of women and girls for forced 
labour, by type of exploitation*

6ource� 812'& court case summaries�


 %ased on a total of бгд victims reported in the court cases collected 
E\ 812'&�

Fig. 41 Share of identified victims by the actor
facilitating the detection* 

6ource� 812'& */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries�
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identif\ one or two other victims� a proactive insti-
tutional intervention tends to have a greater impact� 
identif\ing Eetween four and ΋ve victims on aver-
age� 7his pattern is similar across Eoth sexes and 
across age groups� 

Trafficking for forced labour on the 
rise: traffickers more sophisticated 
and fewer convictions 

6ince вабй� the detection of trafficking for forced 
laEour has recorded greater increases �per баа�ааа 
population� than trafficking for sexual exploitation 
and for other purposes� 7he detection of trafficking 
for forced laEour increased E\ дз per cent gloEall\ 
when compared to the period prior to the onset of 
the &ovid-бй pandemic�

6igni΋cant increases in the detection of trafficking 
for forced laEour �per баа�ааа population� in com-
parison to вабй were recorded in :estern and 
6outhern (urope� 1orth America and 6uE-6aharan 
Africa� (astern (urope and &entral Asia� &entral and 
6outh-(astern (urope� and 6outh America also 
recorded increases� though not as signi΋cant� 7raf-
ficking for sexual exploitation also increased 
compared to вава� and was slightl\ higher than the 
levels recorded in вабй�

*loEall\� in вавв дв per cent of the victims detected 
were trafficked for forced laEour� while гж per cent 
were trafficked for sexual exploitation� 3reliminar\ 
data for вавг collected E\ да countries con΋rms 
that the two forms of trafficking continue to Ee 
Eroadl\ eTuall\ detected�

'etected forms of exploitation other than forced 
laEour and sexual exploitation refer mainl\ to 

Fig. 43 Share of identified female victims by the 
actor facilitating the detection*

6ource� 812'& */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries�


 %ased on гжи cases involving б�вйб victims�

Fig. 44 Share of identified male victims by the actor 
facilitating the detection*
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trafficking for forced criminalit\ and trafficking for 
mixed forms of exploitation� 

7rafficking for forced laEour is relativel\ more 
detected in 6uE-6aharan Africa� 1orth Africa and 
the 0iddle (ast� 6outh America and 6outh Asia� 
&ountries in :estern and 6outhern (urope and 
(ast Asia and the 3aci΋c also detect more victims 
for forced laEour than for sexual exploitation�

0en are more freTuentl\ reported to Ee trafficked 
for forced laEour� while onl\ aEout one third of 
these victims are females� Eoth women and girls� 
AEout ва per cent of total victims of trafficking for 
forced laEour are Eo\s�

,n a numEer of cases reported to 812'& in 6uE-
6aharan Africa� child victims were t\picall\ trafficked 
domesticall\ or from nearE\ countries for exploita-
tion in a variet\ of activities� from domestic work 
to agriculture and mining�вд 3atterns of trafficking 
of adults and children exploited for forced laEour 

in natural resource extraction in Africa� as well as 
in roles supporting armed groups� such as cooking 
and acting as guards� are presented in the next 
chapter of this report �see Chapter 2: Trafficking in 
persons in and from Africa; a global responsibility� 
page жз��ве

Fig. 46 *lobal trend in detection rates of trafficking 
victims, by form of exploitation (per 100,000 
population) 200г-2022

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 7his result is Eased on victims detected in бвй countries comprising 
жб per cent of the world population reporting on this indicator 
Eetween вааг and вавв� 
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Fig. 47 Share of forms of exploitation of detected 
victims of trafficking, 2022 (or most recent)* 
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 (xtrapolation Eased on a total of жг�йжв victims detected in бгг 
countries and territories in вавв �or most recent� whose form of 
exploitation was recorded�
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Fig. 48 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
forced labour, by age group and sex, 2022 (or 
most recent)*
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&ases reported E\ countries in :estern and 6outh-
ern (urope� 1orth America and the 0iddle (ast� 
concern victims from relativel\ distant regions 
exploited in domestic work�вж &ountries in :estern 
and 6outhern (urope� 1orth America and the 
0iddle (ast also record victims from other regions 
trafficked into agriculture�вз &ountries in &entral 
America and the &ariEEean reported some cases 
of domestic trafficking of girls for the purpose of 
exploitation in low-level work� including street sell-
ing or domestic work�ви

A limited number of convictions for 
forced labour are reported

Although trafficking for forced laEour is now 
detected more than trafficking for sexual exploita-
tion� far fewer traffickers are convicted of trafficking 
for forced laEour� ,n вавв� over 70 per cent of traf-
fickers were convicted of trafficking for the 
purpose of sexual exploitation. A mere бз per cent 
were convicted of trafficking for forced laEour in 
contrast to дв per cent of the victims detected in 
вавв� 7he pattern is con΋rmed for the few countries 
�бж� reporting information for the \ear вавг� +ere� 
the vast maMorit\ of the traffickers convicted in вавг 
engaged in trafficking for sexual exploitation�

7he inconsistenc\ in the share of detected victims 
per trafficking t\pe compared with the share of traf-
΋ckers convicted can Ee explained in part E\ the 

fact that� according to the availaEle data� forced 
laEour involves� on average� more victims per traf-
΋cker than sexual exploitation� %ased on an anal\sis 
of йва court cases reported E\ national authorities� 
one trafficker� on average� can exploit one to two 
victims for sexual exploitation� while in forced 
laEour� the numEer of victims can rise to two to 
three victims� depending on the sector� ,n other 
forms of trafficking� such as forced Eegging� forced 

Fig. 49 Share of detected victims of trafficking for forced labour, by region, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Fig. 50 Share of convictions for trafficking in 
persons by form of exploitation, 2022 
(or most recent)*
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criminalit\� illegal adoption or forced marriage� 
there is often Must one victim per trafficker� ,n some 
forms of forced laEour� such as in constructionвй or 
the ΋shing industr\�га traffickers appear to traffic 
more victims per case compared to other forms 
such as domestic servitude�гб

7he fact that� as a pattern� trafficking for forced 
laEour records more victims per trafficker can Ee 
attriEuted to the higher level of professionali]ation 
of the traffickers involved in forced laEour com-
pared to sexual exploitation� 

7raffickers engaging in forced laEour ma\ create 
an intricate s\stem of exploitation�гв A court case 
in %elgium descriEes a situation where traffickers 
emplo\ed workers as suE-contractors or ȉself-em-
plo\edȊ individuals to distance traffickers from 
victims�гг ,n other cases� criminal organi]ations ma\ 
disguise their activit\ E\ using the names of non-af-
΋liated existing companies to execute emplo\ment 
contracts� making it more difficult to trace the actual 
perpetrators�гд

7he construction industr\ in particular seems to 
oΊer criminal organi]ations the infrastructure to 
operate with a legitimate front� 2rgani]ed crime 
groups use this setup to exploit workers while sta\-
ing within the Eoundaries of seemingl\ legal 

operations�ге &rime groups often operate as 
umErella companies� adding complexit\ and 
increasing the risk of workers appl\ing to laEour 
exploitation schemes�гж

6ophisticated criminal enterprises have Eeen shown 
to engage in trafficking for forced laEour� 

&ompanies operating under a legal facade were 
identi΋ed as perpetrating trafficking� not onl\ in the 
construction sector�гз Eut also in the ΋shing indus-
tr\�ги in the agriculture sectorгй and as placement 
agencies�да 2ther cases report of structured crimi-
nal organi]ations involved in trafficking for forced 
laEour in construction�дб in the cleaning sectorдв and 
in the trafficking of large numEers of women for 
domestic work�дг

7he complex nature of the criminal operations 
Eehind trafficking in forced laEour ma\ also explain 
the low levels of convictions and the greater diffi-
culties in convicting traffickers who operate in 
forced laEour compared to those operating in 
sexual exploitation� 

7he time it takes to formulate a conviction once 
identi΋cation of the victims has taken place can Ee 
considered a prox\ for the challenge of convicting 
traffickers for forced laEour� An anal\sis of a set of 

Fig. 51 Average number of victims per trafficker 
as documented in case narratives, by form 
of exploitation
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Fig. 52 Average time elapsed from identification of 
the case to conviction (in months per case), 
by forms of exploitation*
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case narratives suggests that it ma\ take an aver-
age of more than three \ears to convict �in the ΋rst 
instance� a trafficker operating in forced laEour� ,t 
takes on average two \ears to convict a trafficker 
for sexual exploitation� 

The resurgence of sexual exploitation 
and emerging sophisticated forms of 
forced criminality 

,n вавв� the numEer of victims detected in sexual 
exploitation increased дб per cent compared to 
вава� returning aEove the levels recorded in вабй 
after a relevant decrease during the pandemic� 
)emale victims are t\picall\ more targeted for this 
form of trafficking� with more than йа per cent of 
the total victims detected trafficked for sexual 
exploitation Eeing women �жд per cent� or girls �ви 
per cent�� 

7his form of trafficking includes a variet\ of diΊer-
ent t\pologies of exploitation� from the forced 
prostitution of adults and the sexual exploitation 
of children� to sexual slaver\� &ourt cases give exam-
ples of Eo\s and girls exploited for the production 
of child sexual aEuse material� weEcam shows and 
c\Eersex calls�дд A numEer of court cases in diΊer-
ent parts of the world reported women and girls as 
Eeing sexuall\ exploited in the context of the tour-
ism industr\�де in hotels�дж \oga studiosдз or tourist 
resorts�ди &ourt cases reported E\ countries in &en-
tral America and the &ariEEean reported traffickers 
using spasдй and restaurants�еа 6imilarl\� in (ast 
Asia and the 3aci΋c� massage parloursеб and night-
cluEsев have Eeen reported as venues for sexual 
exploitation�

7rafficking for purposes other than sexual and 
forced laEour are also characteri]ed E\ a wide vari-
et\ of pro΋les and forms of exploitation� 2f victims 
detected for other purposes of exploitation in вавв� 
гз per cent were Eo\s and га per cent were men� 
:omen accounted for бз per cent of the total and 
girls бж per cent�

7he wa\s in which victims are exploited for other 
purposes varies greatl\ among regions� AEout вв 
per cent of the total victims identi΋ed in :estern 
and 6outhern (urope are trafficked for the purpose 
of forced criminalit\� including for drug trafficking 
(see the Drug cartels trafficking children for forced 
criminality in Western Europe, page 45). 6uch cases 
are also reported E\ authorities in the Americas�ег

6ome и per cent of the victims trafficked in 1orth 
America are exploited in mixed forms of sexual and 
forced laEour comEined� ,n вавв� victims trafficked 
for forced Eegging were detected in 1orth Africa 
and the 0iddle (ast �aEout биа victims�� in :estern 

Fig. 53 *lobal trend in detection rates of 
victims trafficked for sexual exploitation 
(per 100,000 population) 201е-2022*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Fig. 54 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
the purpose of sexual exploitation, by age 
group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*
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 %ased on a total of ва�бжз victims detected in йб countries and 
territories in вавв �or most recent� whose form of exploitation and 
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 ,n вавв� бд countries reported victims under ȉotherȊ profiles and 
eight of these countries provided additional identification data� 
6ee the individual countr\ profiles of Argentina� &anada� 'enmark� 
*reece� +onduras� ,tal\� the 8nited 6tates of America and 9ene]uela 
�%olivarian 5epuElic of�� 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2024/SouthAmerica_GLOTIP2024.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2024/NorthAmerica_CentralAmerica_Caribbean_GLOTIP2024.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2024/SouthAmerica_GLOTIP2024.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2024/NorthAmerica_CentralAmerica_Caribbean_GLOTIP2024.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2024/NorthAmerica_CentralAmerica_Caribbean_GLOTIP2024.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2024/WesternSouthernEurope_GLOTIP2024.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2024/WesternSouthernEurope_GLOTIP2024.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2024/WesternSouthernEurope_GLOTIP2024.pdf


Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024

54

and 6outhern (urope �aEout баа victims�� in &entral 
and 6outh-(astern (urope �aEout баа victims�� in 
6outh America �aEout за victims�� in 6uE-6aharan 
Africa �aEout жа victims� and documented in other 
regions� 9ictims of trafficking for forced marriages 
were detected in 6outh Asia �aEout ваа victims�� in 
:estern and 6outhern (urope �aEout баа victims� 
and documented in other regions�

Approximatel\ бзе victims of trafficking for the pur-
pose of organ removal were detected gloEall\ E\ 
national authorities of some ве countries from dif-
ferent regions Eetween вабз and вавг� 

7he vast maMorit\ of the victims detected were 
adults� mostl\ men �жг per cent�� 2ne in four victims 
detected is a woman� 0ost victims of trafficking for 
organ removal were reported E\ countries in 1orth 
Africa and the 0iddle (ast �баб�� followed E\ (urope 
and &entral Asia �йб� as well as (ast Asia �ег� and 

6outh Asia �да�� 'uring the same period� aEout бев 
convictions for trafficking for organ removal were 
recorded in ба countries� mainl\ from 1orth Africa 
and the 0iddle (ast�

7he anal\sis of the few cases collected E\ 812'& 
reveals victims trafficked are in desperate economic 
and humanitarian need� which enaEles traffickers 
to recruit victims E\ oΊering organ trades� ,n all 
cases reportedед the criminal organi]ations were 
Tuite structured and complex� ,n a numEer of cases� 
the trafficking developed across diΊerent conti-
nents� with victims� traffickers and ΋nal recipients 
of the organ coming from diΊerent parts of the 
world�ее

Traffickers: organized crime has greater 
impact than non-organized criminals

,n вавв� men accounted for aEout за per cent of 
those investigated� prosecuted and convicted of 
trafficking in persons gloEall\� :omen accounted 
for more than a Tuarter� &hildren were rarel\ 
reported as oΊenders� )ew children were investi-
gated and prosecuted� and fewer were convicted� 

'ata provided E\ national authorities indicates that� 
across the world� traffickers� even those operating 
in organi]ed criminal groups� are nationals of 
the countr\ of convictions and less freTuentl\ 
foreigners� 

Fig. 55 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
other purposes, by age group and sex, 2022
( or most recent)*
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 %ased on a total of бб�бгй victims detected in йб countries and 
territories in вавв �or most recent� whose form of exploitation 
and profile of the victims was recorded�
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Fig. 56 Share of victims of trafficking for organ 
removal, by sex and age group (201з-202г)
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Fig. 57 Share and number of persons convicted for 
trafficking in persons, by region of citizenship, 
2022 (or most recent)*
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%ased on the court case summaries collected� the 
maMorit\ of the traffickers appear to operate as 
groups and networks loosel\ connected in a Eusi-
ness-t\pe criminal relationship� An anal\sis of 
around йвб court cases reveals that on average� a 

Fig. 58 Share of persons investigated for trafficking 
in persons, by age group and sex, 2022 
(or most recent)* 
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 %ased on data on sex and age of бг�авз persons investigated in йб 
countries�
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Fig. 59 Share of persons prosecuted for trafficking 
in persons, by age group and sex, 2022 
(or most recent)*

2%

69% 27%

2%

Fig. 60 Share of persons convicted for trafficking 
in persons, by age group and sex, 2022 
(or most recent)*
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Definitions

a Article ��a� of the 8nited 1ations &onvention on 7ransna-
tional 2rgani]ed &rime �8172&� contains a definition of 
ȅorgani]ed criminal groupȆ as a �,� group of three or more per-
sons that was not randoml\ formed� �,,� existing for a period 
of time and �,,,� acting in concert with the aim of committing 
at least one crime punishaEle E\ at least four \earsȆ incarcer-
ation �,9� in order to oEtain� directl\ or indirectl\� a financial 
or other material Eenefit� ,t should Ee noted� however� that in 
accordance with the 8172&� countries ma\ appl\ more strin-
gent definitions E\ reducing the minimum numEer of per-
sons to Ee engaged in the criminal activit\ in order to form 
an organi]ed crime group� 6ome countries consider a group 
formed E\ two or more persons as an organi]ed crime group� 
)or the purpose of this anal\sis� organi]ed criminal group is 
as defined E\ Article � �a� of the 8172&� 7he 8172& covers 
onl\ crimes that are 
transnational
� a term cast Eroadl\� 7he 
term covers not onl\ offences committed in more than one 
6tate� Eut also those that take place in one 6tate Eut are 
planned or controlled in another� Also included are crimes 
committed E\ groups that operate in more than one 6tate� 
and crimes committed in one 6tate that has suEstantial 
effects in another 6tate�

E :hen the narrative of the court cases made reference to 
criminal groups making use of violence� intimidation and 
fear to ensure social control over a communit\ or a territor\� 
these were categori]ed as governance-t\pe organi]ed crimi-
nal groups� )or more on this see )ederico 9arese� ed�� ȉ:hat 
is 2rgani]ed &rime"Ȋ in Organized Crime: Critical Concepts in 
Criminology, 1st ed� �/ondon� 5outledge� ������

c 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020� �8nited 
1ations puElication� 6ales 1o� (����,9���� 812'&� Global 
Report on Trafficking in Persons 2022� �8nited 1ations puElica-
tion� 6ales no�� (����,9����

7rafficking in persons is perpetrated E\ actors with 
diΊerent levels of organi]ational structures and can Ee 
divided into two Eroad categories� 
organi]ed criminal 
groupȆa and ȅnon-organi]ed traffickersȆ�

7he international legal de΋nition of ȅorgani]ed crime 
groupȆ is of a group of three or more persons existing 
for a period of time and acting in concert to commit 
trafficking in persons� 7he anal\sis of the phenomenon� 
however� reTuires further categori]ation�

,n the *loEal 5eport� for the purpose of in-depth anal-
\sis� organi]ed criminal groups engaging in the crime 
of trafficking in persons are de΋ned as�

1 ȅGovernance-type organized crime groups’,
which appl\ securit\ governance in a communit\ 
or territor\ E\ means of fear and violence� and ma\ 
Ee involved in multiple illicit markets�E

2 ȅ%usiness -type organized crime groups’� involving 
three or more traffickers s\stematicall\ working 
together to traffic persons as a core component of 
their criminal activities and not meeting criteria ����

1on-organi]ed traffickers are de΋ned as�

3 ȅAssociation of traffickers’� including two traf-
΋ckers acting together or more than two Eut not 
acting in concert�

4 ȅIndividual traffickers’ who t\picall\ operate on 
their own�

7he categories so de΋ned are applied in a content 
anal\sis conducted on the ����� court cases that 
concluded with a conviction Eetween ���� and 
���� collected E\ 812'&�c

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of и�гзж persons prosecuted in 
йи countries�
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court case involves ΋ve traffickers Eelonging to what 
can Ee de΋ned as a Eusiness-t\pe organi]ed crime 
group� 6uch traffickers ma\ have speciali]ed occu-
pations within this structure� such as would Ee the 
case in legitimate Eusinesses�еж

&ompared to non-organi]ed traffickers� Eusi-
ness-t\pe organi]ed crime groups tend to traffic 
more victims �ба vs в to г for non-organi]ed traf-
΋ckers�� 6ome court cases from &entral America 
and the &ariEEean� for example� illustrate that such 
groups can traffic up to еа victimsез over a period 
of time and for diΊerent forms of exploitation�еи In 
a case reported in &entral and 6outh-(ast (urope 
these groups were capaEle of trafficking more than 
баа victims and exploiting them for long periods 
of time�ей

)ar fewer traffickers �би per cent� among those rep-
resented in the cases collected E\ 812'& appear 
to have operated in governance-t\pe organi]ed 
crime groups� which seek to estaElish authorit\ over 
a territor\ and exert control over the actors and 
exchanges within it� :hen engaging in trafficking 
in persons� these t\pes of groups which t\picall\ 
coordinate activities through smaller cells� such as 
families� operating independentl\� tend to Ee more 
highl\ structured and consist of a larger numEer of 
traffickers than Eusiness-t\pe organi]ed crime 
groups �й compared to е for Eusiness-t\pe�� 

6ome court cases give examples of governance-t\pe 
groups that engage in multiple t\pes of crime �see 

Fig. 61 Share of traffickers reported in court case 
summaries, by type of structure *

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of court case summaries�
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Fig. 62 Average number of traffickers reported 
in case narratives, by type of traffickersȆ 
structure
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Fig. 63 Average number of victims reported in case 
narratives, by type of traffickersȆ structure�
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Eox on Trafficking in persons for forced criminality 
into online scams, page йе) including mone\ laun-
dering�жа fraudжб and smuggling of migrants�жв &ourt 
cases reported to 812'& from countries in :est-
ern and 6outhern (urope report governance-t\pe 
organi]ed crime groups trafficking victims from dis-
tant regions for the purpose of sexual exploitation� 
pre\ing on the victimsȆ desire to migrate and exploit-
ing them Eased on the deEt incurred from travel 
and documents�жг 6ome of these traffickers are con-
nected through famil\ Eonds�жд

1on-organi]ed criminals account for aEout вж per 
cent of traffickers convicted in the anal\sed court 
cases� t\picall\ criminals working in pairs or alone� 
7he modus operandi of traffickers working as indi-
vidual and in pairs are more varied across the court 
cases related to diΊerent regions� Eut some pat-
terns exist� 7he non-organi]ed traffickers tend to 
exploit fewer victims than organi]ed crime groups� 
and the\ particularl\ manipulate vulneraEilities and 
use deception in their criminal methods� ,n all 
regions of the Americas� for example� court case 
summaries report that individuals and opportunis-
tic traffickers aEuse famil\ or intimate partner 
relationships�же suEstance addictionжж and economic 
difficultiesжз to control victims� 

,n cases of trafficking for sexual exploitation in par-
ticular� individuals and opportunistic traffickers ma\ 
also deceive victims with promises of a well-pa\ing 
MoE� onl\ to force them into performing sexual acts�жи

Trafficking flows: increasing 
geographical complexity

812'& recorded дгж diΊerent cross-Eorder traf-
΋cking Όows detected in вавв�жй *loEall\� the data 
collection shows victims of at least бжв diΊerent 
nationalities were trafficked to бви diΊerent coun-
tries of destination�

2f the total cross-Eorder flows detected� ббв 
involved victims from 6uE-6aharan African countries 
�вж per cent� and е per cent involved victims from 
1orth Africa� :ith destinations Eoth within and 
Ee\ond the continent� representing aEout one-third 
of gloEal cross-Eorder trafficking Όows� more traf-
΋cking originates in Africa than in an\ other region� 

&ross-Eorder trafficking originating from other 
regions was recorded in smaller� Eut still suEstan-
tiall\ si]ed Όows of various distances� including вд 

per cent from (urope� including (astern (urope 
and &entral Asia� бг per cent from (ast Asia and 
бб per cent from 6outh Asia� respectivel\� бб per 
cent from 6outh America� е per cent from &entral 
America and the &ariEEean and е per cent from the 
0iddle (ast�

As well as Africa Eeing the continent where the high-
est share of cross-Eorder trafficking originates� 
African victims are found in the highest numEer of 
destinations within and outside the region� 6uE-6a-
haran African victims were detected in жа countries 
across the world� primaril\ within the region itself� 
in (urope and in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast� 
2ver the last few \ears� the identi΋cation of victims 
from 6uE-6aharan Africa in :estern and 6outhern 
(urope has decreased while it has increased in the 
0iddle (ast�

(ast Asian victims also reach a high numEer of des-
tinations outside their countr\ of origin� including 
(urope� the 0iddle (ast� the Americas and 6uE-
6aharan Africa� 

7rafficking Όows from 6outh Asia also appear to 
have a gloEal dimension� as 6outh Asian victims 
were detected in гж countries in a wide variet\ of 
diΊerent regions� including (urope� where the\ have 
Eeen increasingl\ detected over the past few \ears� 
the 0iddle (ast� where numEers have decreased� 
as well as 6uE-6aharan Africa� the Americas and 
(ast Asia and the 3aci΋c�

Fig. 64 Share of cross-border trafficking flows 
emerging from 8N2DC data collection, 
by origin of victims, 2022 (or more recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Sex composition of traffickers and trafficking groups 

*iven the much larger proportion of men investigated� 
prosecuted and convicted �over �� per cent in each cat-
egor\�� man\ court cases and studies outline how male 
traffickers operate and how the\ are organi]ed� 

7he anal\sis of court case narratives provided to 812'& 
E\ national authorities suggests that female involvement in 
trafficking varies consideraEl\ depending on the structure 
of the criminal organi]ation� ,n trafficking carried out E\ 
organi]ed crime groups� �� per cent of cases involved 
Eoth men and women traffickers working together� 
A total of �� per cent of organi]ed crime cases involved 
single-sex groups� mostl\ male-onl\ traffickers and a few 
numEer of groups consisting of onl\ female traffickers�

Share of court cases involving organized crime 
groups, by sex composition of the members of 
the group*

6ource� 812'& */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries�

 %ased on the narratives of бби court case summaries reporting 

on ийг traffickers�

&ourt cases suggest that non-organi]ed traffickers are 
more likel\ to operate in male- or female-onl\ setups 
compared to the organi]ed crime t\pe of traffickers� 
1onetheless� a total of �� per cent of cases featured 
men and women working together in trafficking 
schemes� t\picall\ intimate partners acting together�

Share of court cases involving non-organized 
traffickers, by sex of the traffickers*

7he roles of women as traffickers can Ee diΊerent and 
have diΊerent reasons to those of men� 6ome studies 
have highlighted that women perpetrators� particularl\ 
those involved in trafficking for sexual exploitation� could 
have previousl\ Eeen victims themselves�a 2ther studies 
have shown that women can Ee used and controlled E\ 
a male trafficker� often as a result of an intimate partner 
relationship� have little agenc\ of their own�E and have 
ver\ limited roles in the enterprise�c

7he anal\sis of court cases reveals that women traffickers 
ma\ also occup\ high-level positions within trafficking 
groups� %ased on the stud\ of ��� court cases suEmitted 
to 812'& E\ national authorities� ver\ few trafficking 
for sexual exploitation operations involved men onl\� 
although it was mostl\ men involved in the actual sexual 
aEuse of the victim� :omen� on the other hand� were 
much more likel\ to Ee the owner or manager of the 
location where the exploitation took place� 

:hen the trafficker was the intimate partner of the victim� 
it was more likel\ that the trafficker was man� :omen 
were more likel\ to Ee the trafficker when the trafficking 
was perpetrated E\ a parent�

a 0iriam :iMkman and (dward .leemans� ȉ)emale offenders of human 
trafficking and sexual exploitation�Ȋ Crime, Law and Social Change� 
vol� �� �0a\ ������

E -ennifer 6chwart] and 'arrell 6teffensmeier� ȉ&an the gender gap 
in offending Ee explained"Ȋ in )rancis� 7� &ullen and others �eds��� 
Sisters in Crime Revisited: Bringing Gender Into Criminology �1ew <ork� 
2xford 8niversit\ 3ress� ������

c 5ose %road� ȉA 9ile and 9iolent 7hingȆ� )emale 7raffickers and the 
&riminal -ustice 5esponse�Ȇ The British Journal of Criminology� vol� ���
1o� � �1ovemEer ������
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 %ased on the narratives of диз court case summaries reporting 

on звз traffickers�

Share of court cases on trafficking for the purpose 
of sexual exploitation, by roles and relationships*

6ource� 812'& */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries�


 %ased on the narratives of a total ддй court case summaries� гвг 
cases documenting male traffickers onl\� бвж cases documenting 
female traffickers onl\� 7he categories indicated are not mutuall\ 
exclusive and one trafficker ma\ operate different roles� 
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&onversel\� victims from (urope were detected in 
several countries Eut mostl\ within (urope� 6imi-
larl\� victims from /atin America were mainl\ 
detected within the Americas� 

0ost victims detected in вавв overall� however� 
were recruited and exploited within national Eor-
ders� 'omestic trafficking is prevalent in most 
regions of the world� with the exception of :estern 
and 6outhern (urope� the 0iddle (ast and the 
high-income countries of Asia and the 3aci΋c� 7he 
anal\sis of the nationalit\ of victims detected shows 
that more than за per cent of the victims are domes-
ticall\ trafficked in &entral and 6outh-(astern 
(urope� (astern (urope and &entral Asia� in 6outh 
Asia� in 6uE-6aharan Africa� and in the Americas� 
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Fig. 65 Share of detected victims, by trafficking flow 
distance, 2022 (or most recent)
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Map. 6 Share of Sub-Saharan African victims among total victims detected in destination regions, 2022
(or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply o�cial endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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� 7rafficking for forced criminalit\ �or for exploitation in crim-
inal activities� can Ee understood as trafficking in persons 
for the purpose of exploitation of victims through forcing 
or otherwise compelling them to commit criminal acts for 
economic or other gains of traffickers or exploiters�

� ,n most Murisdictions� unaccompanied children are defined 
as minors under the age of �� who cross an international 
Eorder without a parent or guardian responsiEle for them 
or who are left unaccompanied once inside the destination 
countr\� 7hese children cross Eorders irregularl\ without 
immigration status� ,n the (8� see for example 'irective 
��������(8� Article ��,�� ,n the 8nited 6tates� see for exam-
ple � 8�6� &ode i��� �g���� ������� 7he ,nter-Agenc\ *uiding 
3rinciples on 8A6& ����� �adopted E\ inter alia 81+&5 and 
81,&()� define �8naccompanied children �also called unac-
companied minors� are children who have Eeen separated 
from Eoth parents and other relatives and are not Eeing 
cared for E\ an adult who� E\ law or custom� is responsiEle 
for doing so��

3 (urostat� ȉAs\lum applicants considered to Ee unaccom-
panied minors E\ citi]enship� age and sex ȁ annual data 
�����-�����Ȋ� availaEle at https���ec�europa�eu�eurostat�
dataErowser�view�migrBas\unaa�default�taEle"lang en	cat-
egor\ mi�mci�mciBas\um �accessed on �� -ul\ ������

� 81+&5� 81,&() and ,20� ȉ5efugee and 0igrant &hildren in 
(urope ����Ȋ� fact sheet� � 2ctoEer �����

� (85232/� &riminal 1etworks involved in the 7rafficking and 
(xploitation of underage victims in the (uropean 8nion� 
'ocument 5ef� 1o� ��������

� %elgian )ederal 3olice� ȉ���� activit\ reportȊ� availaEle at 
https���www�police�Ee�annualreport-federalpolice�sites�Maarv-
erslag�files�files�����-�����BA5����B)ederalB3olice�pdf�

� -anna Ataiants and others� ȉ8naccompanied &hildren at 
the 8nited 6tates %order� a +uman 5ights &risis that can 
Ee Addressed with 3olic\ &hange�Ȋ Journal of Immigrant and 
Minority Health, vol. 20, No.4 �August ������

� 8�6� &ustoms and %order 3rotection �&%3�� ȉ6outhwest /and 
%order (ncountersȊ� availaEle at https���www�cEp�gov�news-
room�stats�southwest-land-Eorder-encounters �accessed on 
�� -ul\ ������ 'ata includes 7itle � Apprehensions and 
,nadmissiEle cases and Eeginning in fiscal \ear ����� 7itle 
�� expulsions� 'ata includes such cases along the south-
west land Eorder onl\�

� ,n this context� refers to the �� countries of the (8� ,celand� 
/iechtenstein� 1orwa\ and 0ontenegro�

10 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
(l 6alvador�

11 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
1icaragua�

12 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
*uatemala� ���� *uatemala� &ase ���� *uatemala�

13 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 1orth 
0acedonia� &ase ���� 6outh Africa� &ase ���� 9iet 1am� 
&ase ���� 9iet 1am� &ase ���� &hina� &ase ���� (l 6alvador� 
&ase ��� 8nited .ingdom� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� 
0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� /atvia� &ase ��� 
0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� 
&ase ���� 6lovakia� &ase ���� &\prus� &ase ���� %elgium� 
&ase 0:,x�� 0alawi� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� 
0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� 
&ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� 
0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� 6outh Africa� 
&ase ���� 0alawi� &ase ���� 8ganda�

�� 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ��� 6weden� 

&ase ���� 6erEia� &ase ���� 6weden� &ase 5epuElic of 
0oldova �the�� &ase ���� 5epuElic of 0oldova �the�� 
&ase ���� 0exico� &ase ���� 0exico� &ase ��� 1orwa\� 
&ase ���� 0ontenegro� &ase ���� 6pain� &ase ���� *reece� 
&ase ,7A���� ,tal\� &ase ���� *uatemala� &ase ���� 7hai-
land� &ase ���� 6outh Africa�

�� 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 1orwa\� 
&ase ���� 6weden�

�� 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ��� 1orwa\�

17 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
'enmark� &ase ���� 7hailand�

�� 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� ,srael� 
&ase ��� ,srael� &ase ���� 4atar� &ase ���� 4atar� &ase ��� 
2man�

19 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ��� 86A� 
&ase ��� Argentina� &ase ��� &anada� &ase ���� 3aragua\� 
&ase ���� %olivarian 5epuElic of 9ene]uela� &ase ���� 
8nited 6tates of America �the�� &ase ���� Argentina� &ase 
���� 8nited 6tates of America �the�� &ase ���� 8nited 6tates 
of America �the�� &ase ���� 8nited 6tates of America �the�� 
&ase ���� 3aragua\� &ase ���� 8nited 6tates of America �the��

20 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase �� Australia� 
&ase ��� %runei 'arussalam� &ase ��� %runei 'arussalam� 
&ase ���� 0ala\sia� &ase ���� Australia� &ase ���� 1ew =ea-
land� &ase ���� 0ala\sia� &ase 3+/���� &ase ���� Australia� 
&ase ���� 1ew =ealand�

21 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� Austria� 
&ase ���� %elgium� &ase ���� 6pain� &ase ���� /uxemEourg�

22 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 1icara-
gua� &ase ���� *uatemala� &ase ���� *uatemala� &ase ���� 
1igeria� &ase ���� .en\a�

23 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 8nited 
6tates of America�

�� 6ee &hapter � of this report� 7rafficking in persons in and 
from Africa� a gloEal responsiEilit\� page ���

�� ,Eid�

�� 6ee also 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ��� 
%elgium� &ase ���� %elgium� &ase ���� Austria� &ase ��� 
6pain� &ase ���� /uxemEourg� &ase ��� 8nited 6tates of 
America �the�� &ase ��� &anada� &ase ���� 8nited 6tates 
of America �the�� &ase ���� 8nited 6tates of America �the�� 
&ase ���� 8nited 6tates of America �the�� &ase ���� 86A� 
&ase ���� 8nited 6tates of America �the�� &ase ��� ,srael� 
&ase ���� ,srael� &ase ���� 4atar� &ase ���� 4atar� &ase 
���� 2man�

27 812'&� 6herloc &ase /aw 'ataEase� &ase ���� ,srael� 
&ase ���� 1etherlands �.ingdom of the�� &ase ���� 6pain� 
&ase ���� 8nited 6tates of America �the�� &ase ���� 8nited 
6tates of America �the�� &ase ���� 1etherlands �the .ing-
dom of�� &ase ,7A���� ,tal\� &ase ,7Ax���� ,tal\� &ase ���� 
)inland� &ase ���� 3ortugal�

�� */27,3� &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 'ominican 
5epuElic �the�� &ase ���� 1icaragua� &ase ���� *uatemala� 
&ase ���� *uatemala� &ase ���� *uatemala�

29 6ee also 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� 
&ase ��� &anada� &ase ���� &]echia� &ase ���� 8kraine� 
&ase 8=%���� 8]Eekistan� &ase ,5%x���� A]erEaiMan�

30 6ee also 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ��� 
7hailand� &ase ���� ,ndonesia� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase 
���� ,ndonesia� &ase 7+A���� 7hailand� &ase ���� 7hailand�

31 6ee also 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase �� 
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Australia� &ase ��� %runei 'arussalam� &ase ��� %runei 
'arussalam� &ase ��� ,srael� &ase ��� 8nited 6tates of 
America �the�� &ase ��� Argentina� &ase ��� &anada� 
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Trafficking in persons in and from Africa; 
a global responsibility 

7he anal\sis of the trafficking Όows shows that over 
the past few \ears� victims trafficked from countries 
in Africa have Eeen recorded in an increasing 
numEer of countries across the world and within 
the continent ȁ making Africa the region from where 
the highest share of trafficking Όows originate �see 
Trafficking flows: increasing geographical complexity
in &hapter б� page ез��

Africa is home to б�д Eillion people and growing�б

with ййа million under the age of га�в %\ ваеа� the 
African continent is proMected to hold a Tuarter of 
the world
s population�г Alongside its Eooming� 
\outhful population� African countries also possess 
some of the worldȆs largest mineral� precious metal 
and gem reserves�д 7he continent contains же per 
cent of the worldȆs araEle land� ба per cent of inter-
nal renewaEle freshwater sources and a signi΋cant 
share of marine and freshwater ΋sheries�е

As discussed in previous editions of the 5eport�ж

povert\ and social ineTualit\ are among the root 
causes of trafficking in persons� often resulting 
in victims exploited in their attempts to address 
their economic needs�з /arge segments of the pop-
ulation in povert\и coupled with weak institutional 
responsesй expose more people to the risk of 
trafficking�

Fig. 67 ProMection on population under г0, by region

6ource� 81 3opulation data вавб�

Note: the projections from 2022 onwards are based on the UN medium-fertility 
estimates.

Fig. 68 *ross Domestic Product per capita, PPP, 
selected regions, 1990–202г10

6ource� :orld %ank�

This special chapter of the Global Report presents what is known about trafficking to, from and 
within the continent of Africa, drawing upon the most comprehensive data collection on Africa 
and trafficking in persons to date, based on information from 40 of the 54 African UN Member 
States. The analysis looks at patterns, flows and prevalence of trafficking in persons in Africa, 
alongside the risk factors impacting each of the subregions of North Africa, West Africa, East Africa 
and Southern Africa.*


 7he large coverage of the African continent for this \earȆs 
edition of the *loEal 5eport is the result of initiatives and 
Moint activities developed with the African 8nion ,nstitute 
for 6tatistics �67A7A)5,&�� the (conomic &ommunit\ of :est 
African 6tates �(&2:A6�� the ,20 and the 6outhern African 
'evelopment &ommunit\ �6A'&� and the 3olice 'ivision 
�8132/� of the 81 'epartment of 3eace 2perations - 2ffice 
of 5ule of /aw and 6ecurit\ ,nstitutions� (normous support 
to the data collection was provided E\ the 812'& )ield 
2ffices in Africa� ,n addition� an extensive review of litera-
ture� studies and reports from regional and international 
organi]ations was carried out� comEined with interviews con-
ducted E\ 812'& with 8132/ personnel operating in the 
African missions� 
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for man\ countries on the continent� the data on 
identi΋ed victims and court cases shared E\ national 
authorities in Africa and from other regions allows 
for an anal\sis of the pro΋le of victims and traffick-
ers� of the forms of exploitation� of Όows and of the 
response of criminal Mustice s\stems�

'ata collected gloEall\ draw a picture of trafficking 
mainl\ remaining within the African continent� at 
suE-regional and national levels� 0ost victims 
detected in Africa are children exploited for forced 
laEour�

Trafficking of African youth: traffickers and 
poverty 

&hild trafficking appears as one of the main chal-
lenges for the countries of Africa� 7rafficked children 
are more freTuentl\ detected than adults in most 
parts of the continent� ,n :est Africa and (ast Africa� 
Eoth Eo\s and girls are more t\picall\ trafficked for 
forced laEour� including domestic work� *irls are 
also commonl\ reported as trafficked for sexual 
exploitation across the whole continent� 7he traf-
΋cking of children for Eegging is also reported across 
the whole continent� ,n 1orth and :est Africa� child 
trafficking for the purpose of Eegging has Eeen 

%e\ond the socio-economic conditions� some spe-
ci΋c factors exposing countries in Africa to trafficking 
in persons are explored in this chapter� 
i. 7he existence of prolonged conΌicts� the resulting 

large displaced populationsбб and use of children in 
relation to comEat�бв �see Enduring and expanding 
conflicts� page зд��

ii. An aEundance of natural resources� often in areas 
with weak oversight and governance� �see Forced 
labour and the depletion of African natural resources� 
page зз��

iii. 7he impact of climate change on economic s\stems 
still predominantl\ Eased on agriculture�бг �see Climate 
change and lost livelihoods� page иа��

7he following anal\sis will descriEe how these three 
factors are interconnected ȁ conΌicts ma\ Ee linked 
to disputes over resources� and tensions ma\ Ee 
enhanced E\ climate-induced scarcit\ or 
displacement�

Trafficking within and out of Africa; 
short and long-distance flows

2ver the past decade� 812'& has Eeen aEle to 
develop a picture of the trafficking patterns impact-
ing Africa� :hile regular data over time is unavailaEle 

Map. 9 Main trafficking flows within, out and into Africa, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration on national data�

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply o�cial endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Trafficking for forced labour in North Africa

* Based on 772 victims of trafficking for forced labour detected by countries in 
North Africa. 

Trafficking for forced labour in Southern Africa

* Based on 124 victims of trafficking for forced labour detected by countries in 
Southern Africa.

Trafficking for forced labour in East Africa

* Based on 183 victims of trafficking for forced labour detected by countries in 
East Africa.

Fig. 69 Number of trafficked children detected in 
Africa, by form of exploitation, 2022 (or most 
recent) 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

Trafficking for forced labour in West Africa

* Based on 4,712 victims of trafficking for forced labour detected by countries 
in West Africa.
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Fig. 70 5egional variations in victim profile and forms of exploitation across the subregions of Africa, 2022 
(or most recent)*

43%

11% 19%

27%

linked to the practice of sending Eo\s to residential 
religious school� &ases of students �talibe or alma-
jiris� Eeing exploited for forced Eegging E\ their 
teachers �called marabouts or mallams� have Eeen 
reported E\ international organi]ations�бд

&hild trafficking� particularl\ for forced laEour� must 
Ee understood within a socio-economic context 
where traffickers pre\ upon the vulneraEilit\ of fam-
ilies who rel\ on sending their children to work� 
Africa experiences high levels of child laEour as 
compared to other regions with some regional 
diversit\� :est Africa� the 6ahel and the +orn of 
Africa record higher levels of child laEour compared 
to 1orth Africa or 6outhern Africa� for instance�
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:hile child laEour is not child trafficking� in areas 
of the world where children are t\picall\ sent to 
work� in connection with communit\ practices and 
economic needs�бе traffickers are more likel\ to ΋nd 
opportunities to operate and traffic children for 
forced laEour�бж 7rafficking for forced laEour in agri-
culture or the mining sector is particularl\ prevalent 
on the African continent �see Forced labour and the 
depletion of African natural resources� page зз�� 

Fig. 71 Trafficking for forced begging in North Africa

* Based on 186 victims of trafficking for forced begging detected by countries 
in North Africa. 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

55%

1%

44%

Fig. 72 Prevalence of child labour – top 2е countries globally, 201д–2022*

* The Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) are periodic, face-to-face household surveys conducted by a trained fieldwork team on a variety of topics.
See https://mics.unicef.org for more information.

6ource� 81,&() ȁ 0ultiple ,ndicator &luster 6urve\s �0,&6��

Fig. 73  Prevalence of child labour in Africa, by sex and country, 202д*

* The Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) are periodic, face-to-face household surveys conducted by a trained fieldwork team on a variety of topics. 
See https://mics.unicef.org for more information.

6ource� 81,&() ȁ 0ultiple ,ndicator &luster 6urve\s �0,&6��
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&onditions of extreme povert\ could also explain 
the trafficking of girls for forced marriage in the 
region�бз As with child laEour� child marriage is also 
not alwa\s the result of trafficking� Eut in regions 
where these practices are prevalent� it is more likel\ 
for traffickers to ΋nd an opportunit\ to commit their 
crimes� (ast and :est Africa record more child mar-
riageби compared to other parts of the continent� 
and also have the highest numEer of identi΋ed 
cases of trafficking of girls for forced marriage�бй

Trafficked while migrating: exploiting hope

,n addition to the signi΋cant domestic and suEre-
gional trafficking within the continent� 812'& has 
mapped a large numEer of African victims trafficked 
across continents and for man\ diΊerent forms of 
exploitation� %etween вабй and вавг� some бе�ааа 
victims from Africa were officiall\ detected outside 
the African continent� particularl\ in (urope and in 
the 0iddle (ast� Eut also in (ast Asia and 1orth 
America�

As opposed to the main pro΋le of victims trafficked 
within the African continent� most African victims 
detected in (urope are adults� more t\picall\ 
exploited in forced laEour� 

Fig. 74 Prevalence of child marriage, by region, 201е–2022*

* The Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) are periodic, face-to-face household surveys conducted by a trained fieldwork team on a variety of topics. 
See https://mics.unicef.org for more information.
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Fig. 75 Share of African victims detected in 
Western and Southern Europe, Central and 
South-Eastern Europe, by age group, 2022 
(or most recent)*

* Based on 2,619 victims were detected in countries in Western and Southern 
Europe, Central and South-Eastern Europe.
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countries of the *ulf &ooperation &ouncil�вж )emale 
migrants are reported to Ee sexuall\ exploited E\ 
Eeing ȉrentedȊ to speci΋c ȉclientsȊ for periods of 
time� exploited as domestic workers or forced to 
work in the hospitalit\ industr\� 0ale migrants are 
reported to Ee trafficked into the construction 
sector� ,n some cases� smugglers have forced 
migrants to work as ȉmulesȊ transporting drugs and 
guns within <emen�вз

7rafficking in persons is also documented on the 
route from the +orn of Africa to 6outhern Africa� 
where refugees and migrants are exploited E\ dif-
ferent actors� )ield studies reported extortion and 
exploitation as well as torture and ph\sical and 
sexual violence on this route�ви )urther research on 
the 6outhern route indicates that smugglers ȉmay 
in some instances take advantage of irregular migrants’ 
weak positions to exploit and engage them in criminal 
activities.Ȋвй 6mugglers are increasingl\ using vio-
lence and aEduction along this route as means to 
extort mone\ from victimsȆ families�га

Traffickers: small-scale operators,
organized crime groups and militias

Africa has a uniTue landscape of traffickers� with 
large-scale and s\stematic criminal activities carried 
out E\ organi]ed crime groups operating interna-
tionall\� armed groups and small-scale and less 
organi]ed traffickers� including individual and com-
munit\-Eased activities�

,n the context of trafficking occurring along migra-
tion routes� the same actors involved in the 
smuggling industr\ ma\ opportunisticall\ collaEo-
rate with� or operate as� trafficking networks aiming 
at exploiting migrants�гб 5esearch on the routes to 
1orth Africa or to the countries of the *ulf &oop-
eration &ouncil has shown how� in some cases� 
smuggler-traffickers seem to Ee part of a Eroader 
s\stem that starts with an initial contact with 
migrants in their communit\ of origin and concludes 
with exploitation in transit or at the destination�гв

Also seen in this context are traffickers who� as 
opportunistic criminals or individuals� are aEle to 
exploit these vulneraEle migrants en route�гг

Another scenario is the case of large international 
organi]ed criminal groups Eased in Africa operating 
among diΊerent continents and involved in the 
long-distance trafficking of man\ victims across 

7his t\pe of trafficking occurs within the Eroader 
context of laEour migration� ,t ma\ start as an 
attempt E\ people to reach a Eetter life somewhere 
else� onl\ for them to fall pre\ to criminals along 
the wa\ or at the destination�

According to 812'& ΋eld research and interviews 
with migrants� accounts of kidnappings� ȉsale of 
personsȊ and trafficking in persons are common 
along African migration routes to 1orth Africa and 
from there to (urope�ва 7he practice of selling 
migrants who have Eeen captured E\ third parties 
for forced laEour has Eeen widel\ reported in 1orth 
Africa�вб 6ame patterns are documented in the 
6ahel� usuall\ perpetrated E\ armed groups oper-
ating in these territories�вв

6imilar trends are reported along the routes that 
lead migrants and refugees from the +orn of Africa 
to the countries of the *ulf &ooperation &ouncil 
across (ast African land passages and via the 5ed 
6ea to the AraE peninsula into <emen�вг 7he route 
is used E\ hundreds of thousands of people ever\ 
\ear�вд mostl\ men with smaller numEers of children 
and minors�ве 2nce at the destination� migrants are 
exploited to repa\ deEt accumulated with the smug-
glers who organi]ed their travel to reach the 

Fig. 76 Share of detected victims of trafficking from 
Africa in Western and Southern Europe, 
Central and South-Eastern Europe, by form 
of exploitation and subregion of origin, 2022 
(or most recent)*

* Based on 772 victims detected in countries in Western and Southern Europe, 
Central and South-Eastern Europe.

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Eeen reported E\ African countries� 7\picall\� the\ 
are child sexual aEusers leveraging the extreme 
povert\ of the victims or their families in order to 
exploit them in connection with other aEusers�гз

)inall\� militias and armed groups engage in the 
trafficking of civilians for a variet\ of reasons in 
Africa� ,n вавг� Eetween иа and йа armed groups 
were counted to recruit children and used them in 
conΌict-related operations in Africa�ги 7hese groups 
recruit children to use them as ΋ghters� support 
personnel� or force them to work for generating 
income�гй 7rafficking E\ armed groups� Eoth non-
state and state actors� is carried out in diΊerent 
contexts� ,n 6outh 6udan� for instance� children have 
Eeen reported to Ee directl\ recruited from their 
homes across villages�да ,n other situations� children 
remain vulneraEle to forced recruitment even in 
refugee camps or similar settings� 7he methods 
used to engage children ma\ var\ and can range 
from aEductions to the use of threats� force� coer-
cion� deception or exploitation of vulneraEilities�дб

multiple countries� A numEer of court cases descriEe 
groups that recruit victims� particularl\ women and 
girls� for sexual exploitation within and outside of 
Africa� 9ictims are tied to their traffickers E\ Eeing 
trapped in deEt Eondage schemes� the threat of 
violence on their families Eack home or through 
the leveraging of some rituals� such as the JuJu �see 
Eox on Generation 30 paper� page йб��гд

7he most prevalent form of trafficking within the 
continent ȁ children trafficked into forced laEour 
ȁ is more t\picall\ carried out E\ small-scale oper-
ators that provide services through an unstructured 
connection to those who carr\ out the exploitation� 
for example� in mine sites� plantations or other pro-
duction facilities� 6ome of these services include 
recruiting and transporting victims� 7hese operators 
engage families with the agreement that recruit-
ment or transportation costs can Ee paid once at 
destination after the child emplo\ment Eegins� 
2nce at the destination� however� the deEt is Eought 
E\ the exploiters� is inΌated� and children are forced 
to work trapped in a deEt Eondage scheme�ге

1ational authorities in Africa have also reported a 
variet\ of traffickers operating as individuals� in 
pairs or as occasional groups trafficking victims 
across short distances�гж 7hese traffickers are to Ee 
found in diΊerent forms of exploitation� )or exam-
ple� court cases involving individual traffickers 
trafficking children for sexual exploitation have 

Main types of traffickers

Traffickers 
connected with 
smugglers to exploit
migrants en-route 
to destination

Small-scale 
operators, loosely 
connected, 
exploiting children 
in labour

,ndividuals and 
opportunistic 
traffickers sexually 
exploiting and 
abusing children

Armed groups 
exploiting civilians 
in diΊerent ways

Structured criminal 
organizations 
trafficking women 
for sexual exploita-
tion to multiple 
countries

Main types of traffickers

Traffickers 
connected with 
smugglers to exploit
migrants en-route 
to destination

Small-scale 
operators, loosely 
connected, 
exploiting children
for forced labour 

,ndividuals and 
opportunistic 
traffickers sexually 
exploiting and 
abusing children

Armed groups 
exploiting civilians 
in combat, for 
forced labour, 
sexual exploitation 
or forced marriages

Structured criminal 
organizations 
trafficking women 
for sexual exploita-
tion to multiple 
countries

T<PE 2) T5A)),C.E5SȆ ST58CT85E 5EP25TED ,N A)5,CA
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Fig. 77 Number of state-based conflicts by region, 
200е–202г

6ource� 7he 8ppsala &onflict 'ata 3rogram �8&'3��

Displacement and risks of trafficking for 
those who seek refuge

*loEall\� at the end of вавг� more than one in three 
displaced persons was an African national� totaling 
more than да million�ди ,n the same \ear� the 81 
+igh &ommissioner for 5efugees �81+&5� esti-
mated the displaced population resulting from the 
conΌict in 6udan alone could reach more than ten 
million in вавд�дй

&onΌict-related displacements exacerEate civiliansȆ 
risk of Eeing trafficked as peoplesȆ support networks 
collapse �e�g�� famil\ ties� communit\ Eonds� 
self-protection mechanisms��еа 'isplaced people 
often end up Eeing sociall\ and culturall\ isolated� 
lacking access to resources and livelihood oppor-
tunities�еб 6uch circumstances directl\ place them 
at severe risk of Eeing trafficked E\ criminals seek-
ing to pro΋t from their vulneraEilities�ев

(xploitation of forciEl\ displaced populations ma\ 
occur in an\ place along their Mourne\� in resettle-
ment areas� refugee camps and awa\ from their 
countries or regions of origin� 81+&5 has� for exam-
ple� documented some internall\ displaced women 
in camp settings forced to engage in transactional 
sex in exchange for food and resources�ег

The roots of trafficking in persons 
in Africa

Enduring and expanding conflicts 

7rafficking in persons in conΌict situations has Eeen 
extensivel\ documented E\ 812'& in previous edi-
tions of the Global Report�дв ,n 1igeria� the 
'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo and 6outh 6udan� 
΋eld research has found that living in villages that 
had suΊered armed attacks was associated with 
higher odds of slaver\-related aEuseдг than living 
in villages that were not attacked prior to 
displacement�дд

7he African continent is the region of the world most 
aΊected E\ armed conΌicts� 'epending on the cri-
teria and de΋nitions used� approximatel\ гаȁге 
situations of armed conΌict have Eeen identi΋ed in 
Africa as of вавг� as opposed to around ва in Asia 
and fewer in other regions�де 7he degree of violence 
has consideraEl\ escalated since вабйȁвава� directl\ 
and fatall\ aΊecting civilian populations� 5eports 
indicate that the war in (thiopia alone accounted 
for more than баа�ааа fatalities in вавв�дж 2ther 
African countries registered high numEers of con-
Όict-related fatalities�дз
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lines of traditional gender roles� Eo\s are generall\ 
exploited in comEat roles while armed groups traf-
΋c girls more commonl\ for sexual exploitation or 
forced marriage�еж

At the same time� the impact of conΌict on African 
nationals can reach distant regions� According to 
the elaEoration of the national data shared with 
812'& for the Global Report� in вавв� nationals 
from African countries experiencing conΌicts ȁ 
6udan� countries in the +orn of Africa and in the 
6ahel� &entral African 5epuElic� 6outh 6udan and 
the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo ȁ accounted 
for aEout в�ааа victims detected in (urope� amount-
ing to з�е per cent of total victims detected� a 
suEstantial increase from вабз when victims from 
the same countries accounted for onl\ б�е per cent 
of all the recorded victims� 7his increase Tuanti΋es 
the higher level of trafficking risk produced E\ new 
or intensi΋ed conΌicts�

Recruitment of children by armed groups54

7rafficking in persons in the context of conΌict can 
take the form of the exploitation of children E\ 
groups engaged in armed operations� &hildren ma\ 
Ee recruited for exploitation as comEatants or in 
support roles� such as collecting resources� acting 
as porters and messengers� or cooking and clean-
ing� 2thers ma\ Ee trafficked for sexual exploitation 
or for forced marriage� Armed groups and govern-
ment forces that engage in trafficking of children 
appear to target more Eo\s than girls�ее )ollowing 

Fig. 79 Share of refugees, people in refugee-like situ-
ations,1ед asylum seekers and other people in 
need of international protection, by area of 
origin (end of the year–202г)

6ource� 812'& (laEoration on 81+&5 data�
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Fig. 80 Number of children recruited and used by armed groups, by top African countries of recruitment, 
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,n вавг in Africa� violence against children in armed 
conΌict reached extreme levels with a вб per cent 
increase in grave violations compared to the pre-
vious \ear�жд &hild recruitment E\ armed groups 
was documented in бв diΊerent African countries� 
with Eetween д�еаа and е�ааа children aΊected� 
6ome иа to йа armed groups have Eeen shown to 
have recruited and used children in armed conΌict� 
in addition to hundreds of children recruited E\ 
unidenti΋ed or unknown groups�же ,n вавг� the 
recruitment and use of children E\ armed groups 
has Eeen documented in the 'emocratic 5epuElic 
of the &ongo� 6omalia� the countries of the 6ahel� 
the &entral African 5epuElic� 6udan� 6outh 6udan 
and others�жж

Armed groups engaging in sexual slavery and 
forced marriage

Armed groups engage in the trafficking of women 
and girls to reward their ΋ghters with Erides and 
sex slaves� ,n вавв in the 'emocratic 5epuElic of 
the &ongo� it is estimated that вж per cent of girls 
recruited E\ armed groups were suEMected to sexual 
slaver\ �for a total of бги girls�� forced marriage �йз� 
and other forms of sexual violence �дж� during their 
association with armed groups�жз

According to the 2ffice of the 6pecial 5epresenta-
tive on &hildren and Armed &onΌict� in вавв� in 
1igeria� girls are recruited more than Eo\s E\ armed 
groups� 0ost girls are aEducted and used as ȉwivesȊ 

,n вавб and in вавв� in 6omalia� more than a thou-
sand children per \ear were recruited E\ armed 
groups�ез Al-Shabab has Eeen the main perpetrator� 
among man\ others� conducting child recruitment 
for several \ears in the countr\� 8se of violence� 
intimidation and harassment are among the strat-
egies used E\ some armed groups to threaten 
parents�еи

6imilarl\� the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo is 
heavil\ aΊected E\ this phenomenon� %etween вавб 
and вавв� aEout в�ааа children were recruited E\ 
force�ей ,n 1orth and 6outh .ivu� the most active 
militia groups directl\ involve children in armed 
hostilities� with reports of children as \oung as nine 
or ten \ears old Eeing recruited�жа

6imilar patterns have Eeen documented in the &en-
tral African 5epuElic and in 0ali� with several 
hundred children recruited E\ militias and other 
groups in вавв in each countr\� ,n 0ali� Eetween 
April вава and April вавв� вб diΊerent armed groups 
were involved in s\stematic child recruitment�жб

Armed groups like Jama’a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Mus-
limin (JNIM) and the Islamic State in the Greater 
Sahara (ISGS) are among the main perpetrators of 
child recruitment in the entire 6ahel area�жв Boko 
Haram has also extended its presence to the 6ahe-
lian territories�жг ,t has Eeen held responsiEle for 
trafficking children to Eecome child soldiers� for 
sexual exploitation and for forced laEour

Fig. 81 Number of children recruited and used by armed groups in African countries, by sex, 2022 
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Democratic Republic of the Congo� transnational orga-
ni]ed crime groups and opportunistic traffickers 
are involved in diΊerent mineral t\pes using similar 
methods to exploit victims�

Africa is home to the largest numEers of artisanal 
and small-scale mining �A60� miners in the world� 
close to an estimated ба million in all regions of the 
continent� man\ of them children�зе ,t is estimated 
that Eetween ва and да per cent of all workers in 
A60 are children aged еȁбд�зж

812'& has oEserved that artisanal gold mining 
can Ee implicated in multiple and concurrent t\pes 
of crime� including the smuggling of mined 
resources� tax fraud� movement of illicit ΋nancial 
Όows�зз mone\ laundering and other general orga-
ni]ed crime group activities�зи *old is a perfect 
product for criminals to traffic� 2nce re΋ned� the 
origin of smuggled gold is impossiEle to trace� it is 
eas\ to transport and carries large values in small 
Tuantities�зй 6ome actors in Africa operate in the 
gold sector outside legal frameworks and avoid 
scrutin\� regulation or taxation� &onseTuentl\� gold 
is ver\ attractive and extensivel\ smuggled�иа

%eing a laEour-intensive activit\ surrounded E\ 
large criminal interests� trafficking in persons for 
forced laEour is found in gold artisanal mining�иб As 
in other t\pes of forced laEour in Africa� traffickers 
operating in A60 appear to target mainl\ children 
for work in mines as their age makes them partic-
ularl\ eas\ to exploit� ,n ваби� for example� ,nterpol 
rescued баа children who were suEMected to forced 
laEour in gold mines in 6udan and were trafficked 
from a variet\ of countries from the 6ahel to the 
'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo� 6outh 6udan 
and (ritrea�ив

7raffickers active in A60 use deEt� ΋nance and lend-
ing s\stems as strategies to exploit and traffic the 
victims�иг )urthermore� the groups leverage the geo-
graphic remoteness of mines as an advantage to 
traffic and exploit victims�ид ,n recent ΋eld research 
involving interviews conducted among more than 
ееа miners in northern &had� aEout еа per cent of 
respondents reported having incurred in a deEt 
with their emplo\er to ΋nance their travel to mine 
sites and еб per cent were not paid as agreed Eefore 
recruitment�ие According to a stud\ conducted on 
the ΋nancial s\stem surrounding the gold mines in 

for ΋ghters� thus suEMected to sexual slaver\� 7his 
practice was also reported in 0ali�жи 6outh 6udanжй

and 0o]amEiTue�за 6everal armed groups appear 
to also use sexual violence and trafficking of women 
as part of their militar\ strateg\ to terrori]e civilians 
as part of a counter-insurgenc\ tactic�зб

Forced labour by armed groups

:hile controlling territories and communities� 
armed groups resort to suEMecting captured civilians 
to forced laEour to support their militar\ activities� 
,n the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo� research 
has documented armed groups forcing local com-
munities into compulsor\ communit\ work including 
extracting and transporting wood and charcoal or 
maintaining roads� )ailure to perform weekl\ duties 
is punished with a ΋ne� Mail and whippings�зв ,n the 
eastern provinces of the countr\� militias traffic chil-
dren to exploit in the gold mining sector �see the 
Eox Eelow�� ,n вава� the *roup of (xperts for 6outh 
6udan reported that the Sudan Liberation Army/
Abdul Wahid set up a s\stem of extortion and deten-
tion targeting 'arfurian civilians living in the nearE\ 
areas� As a result� men and women were forced to 
laEour in the groupȆs farms�зг

Forced labour and the depletion of African 
natural resources 

,n contexts where ver\ poor families rel\ on send-
ing children to work for survival� traffickers ΋nd 
fertile ground to exploit children and \oung adults 
in laEour intensive� low-skilled work� with little eco-
nomic relief reaching the communit\

As discussed aEove� traffickers operate on the Easis 
of a widespread s\stem of deEt Eondage� 7he 
s\stem takes place through a comEination of loans� 
deductions and other ΋nancial penalties to carr\ 
out unpaid laEour and is the foundation of the 
exploitative practices that are generall\ carried out 
over extensive periods of time� 'eEt Eondage is 
accompanied E\ violent treatment� threats and 
coercion E\ emplo\ers�зд

Artisanal mining and child trafficking in Africa

2ne of the areas of laEour exploitation for resource 
extraction is the mining of precious gems� metals 
and minerals� %esides the involvement of armed 
groups descriEed in the Eox Trafficking in persons, 
mineral resources and armed groups in the 
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Trafficking in persons, mineral resources and armed groups in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC)

Armed
groups

Children
 associated with 
armed groups

Reinforcing
power

Forced labour
in mineral 
extraction

CONFLICT, MINERAL RESOURCES AND 
CHILD TRAFFICKING IN EASTERN DRC

,n вавг� the 81 2rgani]ation 6taEili]ation 0ission in 
the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo �02186&2� 
reported sustained clashes Eetween Coopérative pour 
le développement du Congo (CODECO) factions and 
Zaire militias for the control over illegal mining sites 
in the ,turi province of the '5&� )ollowing these hos-
tilities� increased cases of children recruited from 
villages and exploitation in gold mining sites were 
reported�a

)rom the research carried out� there appears to Ee 
a link Eetween the militar\ operations of the man\ 
armed groups operating in the (astern part of the 
'5&� the natural resources availaEle and the traffick-
ing for forced laEour reported in these territories 
Eoth to extract those resources and to reinforce the 
militar\ power of these groups�

7he forced recruitment of children in the armed 
groups active in the countr\ is mainl\ concentrated 
in four provinces where militar\ operations are more 
intense� 7angan\ika� ,turi� 6outh .ivu and especiall\ 
1orth .ivu�E 7he conΌict Eetween various groups in 
these provinces resulted in more than е�ж million 
,'3s at the end of вавг�c As result of more recent 
clashes in 1orth .ivu� around б�д million additional 
,'3s were recorded as of -anuar\ вавд�d

According to ΋eld studies� one in ΋ve displaced indi-
viduals samplede experienced forced laEour� forced 
recruitment or were aEducted or disappeared during 
the reference period� -ust over иа per cent of aEduc-
tions were carried E\ armed groups� while criminal 
groups were implicated in eight per cent of cases� 
7he vast maMorit\ of the victims were forced to ΋ght 
for the armed groups or to act as porters and aEout 
a Tuarter were forced to work in economic 
activities�f

7hese provinces of the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the 
&ongo are rich with precious gems� metals and min-
erals� attracting armed groups to set up mining 
operations to ΋nance their activities� A large numEer 
of artisanal and small-scale mining �A60� operations 
of diΊerent valuaEle metals and gems are in opera-
tion� where in man\ cases child laEour and the 
presence or interference of armed groups has Eeen 
oEserved� an estimated total of в�аай gold mines �йда 
with interference of armed groups�� звз cassiterite 
�без�� вдз coltan �ие� and геа other mineral mines 
�ге��g

,n one stud\�h aEout seven per cent of miners inter-
viewed in these provinces were victims of diΊerent 
forms of trafficking in persons� ,n вв per cent of these 

cases� armed groups recruited victims for 
mining work including children�i

Armed groups traffic children to extract 
minerals that are then sold and smuggled 
out of the countr\� ,n вавг� several militia 
forces consolidated their control over the 

Rubaya coltan mines in 1orth .ivu and rein-
forced their relationships with local criminal 

networks involved in the smuggling of minerals out 
of the '5&�M

7he facilitation of mineral smuggling E\ armed groups 
has Eeen reported as a criminal activit\ connected 
with the phenomenon�k ,n addition to gold� the 81 
has reported cases of tin� tantalum and tungsten 
Eeing sold E\ armed groups and smuggled to inter-
national markets� particularl\ in the 0iddle (ast and 
6outh Asia�l

a 8nited 1ations 2rgani]ation 6taEili]ation 0ission in the 'em-
ocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo� 5eport of the 6ecretar\-*en-
eral� 6���������� �� 0arch ����� /etter dated �� -une ���� 
from the *roup of (xperts on the 'emocratic 5epuElic of 
the &ongo addressed to the 3resident of the 6ecurit\ &ouncil 
�6���������� �� -une �����
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Fig. 82 Estimated number of workers in ASM, 
by country, 2022

6ource� :orld %ank� 2023 State of the ASM Sector�

E &hildren and Armed &onflict ȁ 5eport of the 6ecre-
tar\-*eneral in the 5epuElic of the &ongo �6����������� �� 
2ctoEer ����� ,20 'isplacement 'ata 0atrix 0�� &5,6,6 
A1A/<6,6 ȁ 5eport �� )eEruar\ �����

c ,20� Displacement Atlas: Eastern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo� 5ound �� 'isplacement 7racking 0atrix� 1ovemEer 
�����

d ,20� 'isplacement 'ata 0atrix 0�� &5,6,6 A1A/<6,6 ȁ 
5eport �� )eEruar\ �����

e 7he sample comprised ����� primar\ respondents who 
reported on their own experience and the one of ������ 
individuals�

f ,20� ,/2 and :alk )ree ����� ȉ1o (scapeȊ�

g ,nternational 3eace ,nformation 6ervice �,3,6�� ȉArtisanal 
and 6mall-6cale 0ining in '5 &ongoȊ� availaEle at https���
ipisresearch-dashEoard�shin\apps�io�openBdataBapp�� 
�accessed on �� -ul\ ������ 7he )ederal ,nstitute for 
*eosciences and 1atural 5esources �%*5�� ȉ'5 &ongoȊ� 
�n�d�� availaEle at https���www�Egr�Eund�de�(1�7hemen�
0inBrohstoffe�&7&�0ineral-&ertification-'5&�&7&B'5&B
nodeBen�html� �accessed �� -ul\ ������

h -ocel\n .ell\ and others� ȉArtisanal 0ining 7owns in (ast-
ern 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongoȊ� �8nited 6tates 
Agenc\ for ,nternational 'evelopment �86A,'�� August 
������ 7he surve\ is intended to measure human traffick-
ing in the artisanal mining industr\ in two (astern prov-
inces of the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo� 6ampling 
was conducted in .alehe� :alungu� and 0wenga territo-
ries in 6outh .ivu 3rovince and in .alemie and 1\un]u 
territories in 1orth .atanga� AEsent more accurate popu-
lation figures� we cannot Ee completel\ sure of the gener-
ali]aEilit\ of the results� however� the findings presented 
here are the product of a s\stematic approach to Eoth 
random site and random respondent selection� 7he final 
sample included ����� respondents across �� sites� which 
included ����� males ������� and ��� females �������� 
7he surve\ results were also complemented E\ Tualitative 
data collection activities in five sites�

i -ocel\n .ell\ and others� ȉArtisanal 0iningȊ� .ara 6iddarth� 
Cobalt Red, How the blood of the Congo powers our lives� �6t 
0artinȆs 3uElishing *roup� ������

M /etter dated �� -une ���� from the *roup of (xperts on 
the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo addressed to the 
3resident of the 6ecurit\ &ouncil� 6����������

k %ali %arume and others� ȉ&29,'-�� crisis threatens 
responsiEle mineral suppl\ chains ȁ a case stud\ Eased on 
the '5 &ongoȊ� �7he )ederal ,nstitute for *eosciences and 
1atural 5esources �%*5�� -une ������

l 8nited 1ations 6ecurit\ &ouncil� ȉ/etter dated � -une ���� 
from the *roup of (xperts on the 'emocratic 5epuElic 
of the &ongo addressed to the 3resident of the 6ecu-
rit\ &ouncil�Ȋ -une �� ����� 0arcena +unter� ȉ3ulling at 
golden weEs� &omEating criminal consortia in the African 
artisanal and small-scale gold mining and trade sectorȊ� 
Enhancing Africa’s response to transnational organized crime 
(ENACT)� ,ssue �� �April ������

:est Africa� nearl\ all miners on the sites work to 
pa\ Eack deEt incurred for transportation� to use 
the tools reTuired to work or for other reasons�иж

7he numEer of children trafficked in mining in Africa 
is difficult to determine Eut according to some esti-
mates� in вабе� Eetween жа�ааа and баа�ааа 
children worked in A60 under exceptionall\ 
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exploitative conditions in %urkina )aso alone�из That 
would account for aEout ж to ба per cent of the total 
estimated population working in A60 in the 
countr\�ии

7rafficking for forced laEour is not the onl\ form of 
trafficking that occurs at A60 sites� with trafficking 
for sexual exploitation t\picall\ taking place in the 
surrounding areas�ий 6exual exploitation can Ee 
driven E\ the presence of a large male laEour force 
in mining areas�йа According to one stud\� it is esti-
mated that Eetween бг and га per cent of women 
engaged in commercial sex in the mining area of 
.«dougou in 6enegal are victims of trafficking�йб

9ictims are trafficked from other countries and 
recruited E\ intermediaries who deceive them 
aEout emplo\ment in the destination area to lure 
them into sexual exploitation�йв

A60 represents a douEle-edged sword for people 
in Africa� :hile A60 is an economic sector associ-
ated with a high risk of trafficking�йг it also provides 
economic relief for large communities in 6uE-6a-
haran Africa experiencing loss in productivit\ in the 
agricultural sector�йд highlighting the challenges in 
addressing the proElem�йе
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vice versa� and facilitate connections with Erokers 
in the destination countr\� 7he Erokers facilitate 
the placement of the worker with a cocoa farmer� 
,n some cases� a memEer of the traffickerȆs group 
ma\ supervise the childȆs transfer to the production 
sites or act as a ȉdispatcherȊ� potentiall\ posing as 
a childȆs parent to evade police detection�бад

7raffickers exploit victims E\ enforcing deEts 
accrued through recruitment� transportation or for 
other reasons that the\ are reTuired to repa\ 
through laEour�бае ,n addition to deEt enforcement� 
΋eld research in :est Africa has documented the 
practice of deceptive recruitment and withholding 
of salaries among adult and child workers�баж

/ike A60� cocoa production in :est Africa is at risk 
of in΋ltration E\ traffickers� and could Ee connected 
with a Eroader criminal context� such as illegal 
deforestation of protected areas in order to exploit 
more fertile landsбаз and illegal smuggling of cocoa 
Eeans across Eorders�баи 2ver the last few seasons 
climate change has drasticall\ reduced the produc-
tivit\ of traditional cocoa production�бай pushing 
some farmers to engage in exploitative practices 
to compensate for the economic losses� and 
prompting workers and families to engage in A60бба

or to migrate to other regions�ббб

Climate change and lost livelihoods 

According to the )ood and Agriculture 2rgani]ation 
�)A2�� 6uE-6aharan Africa records the highest inci-
dence of rural povert\� 7his also means that the 
devastating impact of climate change on agricultural 
production can aΊect the lives of Africans more 
severel\ than in other parts of the world�ббв )urther-
more� the continent of Africa has Eeen one of the 
areas hardest hit E\ climate change in general and 
speci΋call\ the resulting uptick in climate-related 
natural disasters over the past decade�ббг

,n вавв alone� weather-induced fall in agriculture 
productivit\ and natural disasters aΊected all Afri-
can suE-regions�ббд the +orn of Africa experienced 
its worst drought in да \ears with farming in (thi-
opia� .en\a and 6omalia severel\ affected�ббе

6omalia alone recorded б�в million internall\ dis-
placed people due to the catastrophic eΊects of 
drought on pastoral farming�ббж 'uring the same 
period� Όooding in :est and &entral Africa swept 
awa\ crop areas and homes� leading to food inse-
curit\ and displacement�ббз

Trafficking in agriculture: the case of cocoa 
industry 

AfricaȆs vast agriculture sector is of primar\ eco-
nomic importance and involves intensive laEour� 
-ust over half of emplo\ed people in 6uE-6aharan 
Africa are active in agriculture�йж :hile it is an 
important source of economic revenue� forced 
laEour and trafficking have Eeen reported in the 
agricultural sector� particularl\ in cocoa produc-
tion�йз as well as in the cultivation of cottonйи and 
rice�йй

2ne stud\ conducted in вабзбаа estimated tens of 
thousands of people experienced forced laEour in 
the cocoa plantation in :est Africa in the previous 
бв months � 7hese estimates� although largel\ var\-
ing� suggest trafficking in agriculture appears less 
prevalent compared to the level estimated in A60� 
although more extensive considering the numEer 
of people emplo\ed� Must over half of emplo\ed 
people in 6uE-6aharan Africa are active in 
agriculture�баб

&ocoa production and its economic market si]e 
have increased steadil\ over the past да \ears� with 
most cocoa Eeans traded on international com-
modit\ markets�бав 6imilar to A60� studies conducted 
in :est Africa focusing on child trafficking into cocoa 
plantations have documented victims Eeing moved 
across Eorders E\ intermediaries� recruiters and 
exploiters operating in Eusiness-like t\pes of 
engagement� each with a diΊerent role along the 
trafficking chain�баг 5ecruiters contact families or 

Fig. 83 Share of global cocoa bean production, 2022

6ource� )ood and Agriculture 2rgani]ation �)A2��
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viaEle during dr\ periods�бва 7he same stud\ con-
ducted in (thiopia shows that heav\ rains can result 
in an approximatel\ ва per cent increase in child 
laEour for Eoth Eo\s and girls� including ha]ardous 
work�бвб 7his can result in a heightened risk of 
exploitative work and trafficking for forced laEour� 
6imilarl\� it has Eeen documented how immediatel\ 
after natural disasters� Eo\s in 0alawi are trafficked 
within the countr\ and to =amEia for forced laEour 
on commercial farms�бвв

A stud\ in *hana found that in extreme scenarios 
resulting from climate-related loss of livelihood� 
children in some rural communities have Eeen traf-
΋cked into marriage or forced laEour as coping 
strategies�бвг ,n 6outh 6udan� ,20 has noted that 
environmental fragilit\ has exacerEated social� eco-
nomic and securit\ issues and heightened the risks 
of child marriage�бвд 6imilarl\� research has shown 
how during droughts in =imEaEwe families marr\ 
oΊ their \oung daughters as a source of cash�бве ,n 
surve\s conducted in rural communities in (ast 

As some people increasingl\ face displacement and 
loss of agricultural and livestock-Eased livelihoods� 
their risk of falling victim to trafficking increases as 
the\ seek wa\s to keep themselves and their fam-
ilies adeTuatel\ housed� fed and supported� ,n other 
regions across the world� negative socio-economic 
impacts caused E\ climate change have Eeen shown 
to create desperation and push man\ people to 
accept risk\ MoE oΊers for little pa\ in informal and 
dangerous sectors while others resort to transac-
tional sex for food or mone\�бби ,n Africa� these 
conseTuences are onl\ exacerEated E\ conΌicts�

Short term and direct risks: farming commu-
nities engaging in trafficking-prone activities

&limate-adverse conditions have an immediate 
impact in terms of increasing laEour-intense activit\ 
to compensate in the loss of land productivit\�ббй A 
)A2 stud\ carried out in &¶te dȆ,voire found that 
farmers increase Eoth the numEer of working hours 
for children and the numEer of child laEourers in 
ha]ardous farm work in order to keep the sector 

Climate change can affect human trafficking in Africa on different levels:

Climate change

,mpact of climate change on trafficking in persons

Forced 
marriage 

Displaced
population

Lower income
	 higher prices

Forced
child labour

Sexual
exploitation

short term
direct impact

medium term
indirect risk 

long term
structural risk

› Short term and direct risks: communities moving awa\ from farming due to loss of productivit\ 
resulting from climate change engage in activities at risk of trafficking in an attempt to compensate for 
their economic loss� 7hese include artisanal mining� prostitution� increased child laEour and child-ha]-
ardous work� 3roliferation of coping mechanisms such as selling children into forced laEour and forced 
marriages�

› Medium term and indirect risks� loss of productivit\ and disasters result in displacement and forced 
migration� rupture of consolidated livelihoods and communit\ ties� exposing the forced displaced 
population to traffickers�

› Long term and structural risks� high food prices� aggravated pauperi]ation and rapid urEani]ation 
increases the socio-economic vulneraEilities and intra-communitarian tensions for the entire continent�
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Africa� бз per cent of respondents cited child mar-
riage as a coping mechanism in their communit\ in 
response to environmental shock� while бг per cent 
mentioned child laEour outside the ward as a wa\ 
that people cope with the economic conseTuences 
of climate change�бвж

)urther� in the fallout caused E\ natural disasters� 
displaced persons face acute� immediate risks of 
trafficking in persons�бвз 2ne stud\ conducted E\ 
81 :omen in rural parts of 6outhern Africa found 
that� Eecause of food insecurit\� girls in particular 
ma\ Ee pressured E\ their families to turn to pros-
titution as a means of accessing cash or food� this 
risk is heightened in a post-disaster context�бви The 
stud\ reports a rapid increase of women and girls 
trafficked to cities and across Eorders for the pur-
pose of sexual exploitation in the aftermath of 
natural disasters�бвй

Indirect risks: unsafe labour migration and 
displacement

:eather-induced disaster and loss of productivit\ 
in agriculture has resulted in food insecurit\ for 
millions of Africans Must in the past few \ears� 7he 
)A2 reported that prolonged drought aΊecting agri-
cultural production in вавг and in вавд is the cause 
of food insecurit\ for millions in (ast Africa and that 
Όoods have had a signi΋cant negative impact on 
food prices and production� limiting access to food 
in diΊerent parts of the continent�бга

,n such a context� human moEilit\ Eecomes the onl\ 
hope for millions of people to escape starvation� 
Alread\ in вабе� )A2 descriEed laEour migration as 
ȉa common strateg\ in the face of climate risk and 
environmental degradationȊ�бгб 2ne recent stud\ in 
.en\a found that� in the ΋ve eastern provinces� 
drought-aΊected households resort to temporar\ 
migration to cities in search of casual laEour�бгв ,n 
*hana� it has Eeen shown that north-to-south 
migration� particularl\ of men� is increasingl\ 
common in farming communities during dr\ sea-
sons�бгг 2nce at the destination� the\ work as farm 
laEourers in large cocoa� cashew and other cash 
crop production operations or in other MoEs� at risk 
of exploitative conditions and in deEt Eondage�бгд

)urthermore� weather-induced disasters in Africa 
have resulted in sudden displacement of millions 
of people� 8nlike laEour migration due to climate 
change� which occurs progressivel\� displacement 

Example of indirect risks:
Women Kayayie in Ghana

&ommunities in the 1orth of *hana rel\ heavil\ on agricul-
ture and natural resources to support households� 2ne 
stud\ summari]ed that� ȉAfrican women are more reliant on 
subsistence farming and are over-represented in poorly paid 
parts of the informal economy. Consequently, women and 
women-headed households are at greater risk of poverty and 
food insecurity from the impacts of climate hazards on infor-
mal economies�Ȋa At the same time� social norms� traditions� 
legal frameworks and institutions limit African womenȆs 
autonom\ and agenc\� as well as access to propert\ rights 
and economic resources�E

:omen aΊected E\ loss of agriculture-supported livelihoods 
and seeking emplo\ment in cities ma\ face a higher risk of 
exploitative laEour� 2ne such common exploitative practice 
often associated with trafficking in *hana is known as kaya-
yie� 7his word refers to the practice of exclusivel\ emplo\ing 
women� and sometimes girls� as porters in cities� 7he\ are 
tasked with carr\ing heav\ loads for shoppers and mer-
chants in markets�c working long hours for little to no pa\ 
and sleeping on the streets or in makeshift camps�d 6ome 
agents who operate kayayie Eusinesses traffic women via 
deEt Eondage� pa\ing for their transportation to large cities 
from the north� food and accommodation� if an\�e

7o illustrate� one woman working as a kayayie in *hana 
stated that� ȉthe decision to migrate to Accra was influenced 
by the lack of job opportunities in my village. Farming, the 
main livelihood, is carried out by men while women only sup-
port with their labour. My village suffered flooding in each of 
the past three seasons – farmlands were submerged and even-
tually destroyed. I use my earnings as a kayayie to fend for 
myself and support other family members, including buying 
food for them during the dry season. Working as a kayayie has 
not been easy for me. When I came here, I did not know any-
thing about the work. I was told that the woman providing our 
pans will also feed us and give us accommodation. However, 
all my earnings go to her and only sometimes will she give me 
a small part of the money I’ve earned. Before you can leave 
her camp, you have to work and pay for the pan and also the 
accommodation she provides. So basically, I am not getting 
anything from my hard work. The woman who controls me 
pays on condition that I work and repay that amount to her. 
I have been working endlessly and have not been able to repay�Ȋf

a Africa &limate 0oEilit\ ,nitiative� African 6hifts� 7he Africa &limate 
0oEilit\ 5eport� Addressing &limate-)orced 0igration 	 'isplacement 
�*loEal &entre for &limate 0oEilit\� April ������

E ,Eid�

c .ellisia +a]lewood� ȅ*hanaȆs ,nvisiEle *irls� 7he &hild-.a\a\ei %usi-
ness and its 9iolation of 'omestic and ,nternational &hild /aEour 
/aws�Ȇ -ournal of *loEal -ustice and 3uElic 3olic\ ,nternational +uman 
5ights 6cholarship 5eview� vol� �� �������

d 5itu %haradwaM and others� ȉ&ase stud\� drought-related vulneraEil-
it\Ȋ�

e ,Eid�

f ,Eid�
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generall\ entails rapid escape�бге ,n вавг� displace-
ment from natural disasters were the cause of an 
estimated ж million displacements in 6uE-6aharan 
African countries� decreasing from a з�д million peak 
recorded in вавв�бгж

,n a вабж stud\ conducted in .en\a� a large per-
centage of the climate-displaced population 
interviewed stated that the\ were willing to accept 
risk\ work oΊers� with гз per cent of respondents 
reporting that the\ had had witnessed or experi-
enced human trafficking�бгз Authorities in %urkina 
)aso reported in вава that weather-induced disas-
ters have increased the displacement of populations 
towards larger cities� where the\ are at risk of falling 
pre\ to traffickers�бги ,n other studies� it has Eeen 
found that climate-displaced people have had to 
accept hosting arrangements that expose them to 
conditions of forced laEour or sexual exploitation�бгй

3eople displaced as a result of climate-related disas-
ters often ΋nd themselves in camps and other 
informal settlements where women and girls espe-
ciall\ can face the risk of sexual and gender-Eased 
violence and other human rights violations�бда

7he impact of climate change and weather-induced 
disasters ma\ extend Ee\ond trafficking in persons 
within the African continent� into regions as distant 
as (urope� According to statistical anal\sis carried 
E\ 812'&� the numEer of displacements resulting 
from climate change recorded in Africa is correlated 
with the numEer of African victims of trafficking 
detected in (urope� the increase in people internall\ 
displaced in a countr\ in Africa has gone up in par-
allel with the increase in victims from that countr\ 
identi΋ed in (urope�бдб

Fig. 84 ,nternal displacements caused by natural 
disasters in Sub-Saharan Africa, 201д–202г

6ource� ,nternal 'isplacement 0onitoring &entre �,'0&��

Important advancements in criminal 
justice responses but measures
to target organized crime still lacking

7he progress of Africa in comEating trafficking in 
persons is tangiEle and measuraEle� 2ver the last 
ва \ears� most African countries have introduced 
legislation addressing all aspects of trafficking in 
persons as de΋ned in the 8nited 1ations 7rafficking 
in 3ersons 3rotocol�

5eΌecting the increased eΊorts of national author-
ities� the numEer of detections has increased over 
time� from ver\ few detections to rates that are 
Eroadl\ similar to the world average� ,n вавв� the 
numEer of victims detected per баа�ааа population 
almost douEled from вабй�

At the same time� African countries reported stag-
gering improvements from the criminal Mustice 
response angle with the numEer of convictions 
recorded in the continent Tuadrupling compared 
to вабз� particularl\ after the pandemic period� 
&ountries in 1orth Africa� :est Africa and 6outhern 
Africa recorded more convictions compared to вабз� 
accelerating in вавв�

7he numEer of convictions is reaching ΋gures sim-
ilar to those recorded in other parts of the world� 
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Fig. 85 Criminalization of trafficking in persons with 
a specific oΊence covering all or some forms 
of trafficking as defined in the 8nited Na-
tions Trafficking in Persons Protocol in Africa, 
200г–202д (in д9 African countries)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

2
11

26
32

38 41 42

6

14

11

10
7 5 6

41

24

12
7 4 3 1

0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%

100%

2003 2008 2012 2014 2016 2018 2024

No specific TiP offence

Specific TiP offence only criminalizing some forms of TiP

Specific TiP offence criminalizing most/all forms of TiP



84

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����

Fig. 86 Trend� 9ictims detected per 100,000 population, by African subregion, 2019–2022

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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:hile the trend is showing a rapid increase� the 
total numEer of convictions for countries in 6uE-6a-
haran Africa are still Eelow the gloEal average�

7he numEer of people convicted in вавв represents 
onl\ ба per cent of the people investigated in вава� 
suggesting prosecution and sentencing face chal-
lenges in concluding the investigative work� 

Aside from the increasing numEers of convictions� 
African criminal Mustice s\stems seem to concen-
trate their responses on small-scale trafficking 
actors� while the\ remain weak in targeting large 
and structured criminal organi]ations� 7he total 
court case summaries collected E\ 812'& over the 

Fig. 87 Number of persons convicted in Africa,
by subregion, 201з–2022 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

Fig. 88 Number of detected victims of trafficking in 
persons, by selected countries, 201з–202г

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

Fig. 89 Number of convictions for trafficking in 
persons, by selected countries, 201з–202г
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transnational organi]ed crime groups operating in 
Africa are� however� in the vast maMorit\ related to 
convictions in non-African countries� t\picall\ in the 
destination countries� At the same time� cases 
reported E\ African countries more t\picall\ report 
convictions of small groups or individuals operating 
locall\�

:hile the examples of court cases suEmitted to 
812'& are not a representative sample of all con-
victions� this striking diΊerence suggests that 
structured criminal organi]ations Eased in Africa 
onl\ risk convictions outside of Africa� 7he chal-
lenges faced E\ African countries in Eringing to 
Mustice structured criminal organi]ations reTuire 
further research�

\ears report on aEout г�бда traffickers� aEout ееа 
of whom are part of governance-t\pe organi]ed 
crime groups �see traffickers structure definitions, 
page зг�� AEout one third of these traffickers �бза� 
refer to groups Eased in Africa that traffic victims 
to high income countries� another third refer to 
(uropean traffickers� while the remaining cases 
report on structured criminal organi]ations from 
Asia and the Americas� &ases reporting of 

Fig. 90 Persons convicted per 100,000 population, 
by region, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

Fig. 91 Persons convicted in 2022, prosecuted in 
2021 on total persons investigated in 2020, 
in Africa

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Fig. 92 Share of traffickers operating in organized 
crime group of governance-type reported 
in court case summaries, by geographical 
reach involved (n� еге)

Fig. 93 Share of traffickers reported in court case 
summaries in Sub-Saharan Africa, by type of 
structure (n� 200)
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е and бз experienced child trafficking�бдг &onsider-
ing the characteristics of these provinces the results 
cannot Ee generali]ed or extended for other parts 
of :est Africa�

6imilar considerations for other studies conducted 
in вавб found that the level of sexual exploitation 
among older children in some districts in (ast Africa 
could range Eetween б�ж and бб per cent of the sam-
pled children aged бг to бз \ears� 7he highest 
prevalence is estimated in territories identi΋ed E\ 
the authors as of particular concern for the high 
rate of child povert\ and material needs�бдд

6ocial norms and Eeliefs present within h\per-mas-
culine environments� such where large populations 
of men are concentrated in isolated areas� ma\ 
result in normali]ing the sexual exploitation of 
women and girls�бде As such� trafficking of women 
and girls for sexual exploitation is freTuentl\ 
reported in mining areas� A вавв stud\ undertaken 
in two gold mining areas in :est Africa found that 
victims of trafficking for sexual exploitation could 
account for Eetween бг and га per cent of \oung 
women �age range биȁга� in prostitution in the 
areas surroundings of these mining sites�бдж

As far as trafficking for forced laEour in domestic 
servitude is concerned� studies conducted in limited 
urEan settings in 1orth Africa resulted in estimates 
ranging Eetween one Tuarter and one third of 
women in domestic work in these areas showing 
indications of having Eeen trafficked�бдз Also in this 
case� the results cannot Ee generali]ed Ee\ond the 
ver\ limited geographical areas covered�

,nternall\ displaced people �,'3s� can Ee at a height-
ened risk of trafficking in persons� A stud\ conducted 
in вабз-ваби with ,'3s aged бе and over and resid-
ing in some selected camps or host communities 
found estimates ranging Eetween а�г and вб per 
cent of those interviewed had Eeen suEMected to 
forced laEour�бди 7he wide range of the prevalences 
across the studied areas depended on the charac-
teristics of the conΌict�бдй

6tudies have also looked at emerging vulneraEilities 
to trafficking in the context of forced moEilit\ 
Ee\ond conΌict settings� 5esearch on trafficking in 
the context of migration conducted in вабж found 
extremel\ high levels of victimi]ation among 
returnees� as one out of ever\ two people 
interviewed had Eeen trafficked during their Mourne\ 
or at destination�беа 7he stud\ found \oung 

Assessing the prevalence of trafficking 
in persons in Africa

:hile increasing numEers of African victims of traf-
΋cking in persons are identi΋ed ever\ \ear� there 
remains limited understanding aEout the true 
extent of the numEer of victims who remain unde-
tected� 7here are a growing numEer of studies that 
have looked at the estimates of the numEer of vic-
tims of trafficking� particularl\ within the African 
continent� testing new methodologies and tools for 
empirical studies examining hard-to-reach and mar-
ginali]ed populations� 812'& reviewed бга of 
these studies carried in the African continent after 
ваба� 2f these� бз applied surve\ methods to esti-
mate the prevalence of trafficking in persons. These 
studies have assessed the prevalence of trafficking 
in persons in limited geographical contexts� in spe-
ci΋c hotspots� and among population groups who 
have Eeen considered most at risk�бдв

Key takeaways from studies that have 
estimated the number of trafficking victims 
among specific groups in Africa 

1.	 :hile the reviewed studies applied diΊerent method-
ologies to estimate the hidden numEer of victims� 
man\ of them noted that the provided total si]e of the 
phenomenon was still an underestimation of the total 
numEer of victims�

2.	 (stimates have Eeen provided for some local popula-
tions documenting some speci΋c forms of trafficking 
and victim pro΋les� trafficking among returning 
migrants� among internall\ displaced persons� 
trafficking for forced laEour within domestic workers� 
agriculture and mining sectors� minors in situation of 
extreme povert\ and other vulneraEle people�

3.	 7he studies were limited in scope and cannot Ee used 
to extrapolate a total numEer of trafficking victims 
Ee\ond the geographical areas or the population 
considered E\ the stud\�

4.	 7he results presented show large diΊerences among 
the populations considered that can Ee explained onl\ 
to a certain extent E\ the diΊerences in the severit\ of 
the phenomenon� 5esults diverge also Eecause of the 
diΊerent methodologies and de΋nitions used� 
highlighting the need for a universal standard on 
prevalence estimates�

A broad range of prevalence estimates on 
trafficking in persons for different popula-
tion and in different settings 

3revalence studies conducted in вава and вавб in 
a numEer of provinces in :est Africa characteri]ed 
E\ high rates of child laEour resulted in estimates 
ranging from вж to жз per cent of children Eetween 
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found a lifetime prevalence rate of бз per cent and 
past бв-month rate of в�й per cent among unhoused 
people and other marginali]ed groups� were 
trafficked for the purpose of forced laEour or for 
sexual exploitation�бег

individuals and female respondents reported more 
risks of trafficking compared to older people and 
males�беб 6ocio-economic factors often pla\ a pivotal 
role in victimi]ation d\namics�бев 2ne stud\ 
conducted in the urEan areas of 6outhern Africa 

Trafficking of migrants and refugees on African routes: Evidence from the UNODC 
Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants

7rafficking in persons is committed against people 
who travel on migration routes E\ land and sea 
through� from and to Africa� 812'&� through its 
2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants�a has Eeen 
conducting research on smuggling along migration 
routes in 1orth and :est Africa since вабй� which 
provides indications of how trafficking in persons is 
committed in this context�

,t is important to keep in mind that smuggling of 
migrants and trafficking in persons are distinct 
crimes�E 7he 812'& research presented Eelow indi-
cates that migrants and refugees who are smuggled 
along African migration routes are at high risk of 
trafficking�

7rafficking in the context of mixed migration can 
manifest in a numEer of possiEle scenarios that 
involve diΊerent comEinations of criminal oΊences 
and violations of individual rights� ,n some of these 
cases� the perpetrator of smuggling oΊences also 
victimi]es the smuggled migrant� ,n other cases� 
actors other than smugglers ma\ take advantage of 
the vulneraEle situation of the migrant Eeing smug-
gled in order to exploit them� which could constitute 
trafficking in persons in man\ instances� 

a 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants� www�unodc�
org�unodc�en�data-and-anal\sis�oEservator\Bsom�html� 

E 7he smuggling offence is defined in the relevant 3rotocol 
supplementing the 8nited 1ations 7ransnational 2rgani]ed 
&rime &onvention as ȉthe procurement� in order to oEtain� 
directl\ or indirectl\� a financial or other material Eenefit� of 
the illegal entr\ of a person into a 6tate 3art\ of which the 
person is not a national or a permanent resident consisting of 
facilitating the irregular entr\ of another person into a coun-
tr\ for a profitȊ� 7he 3rotocol also reTuires the criminali]ation 
of producing� procuring� providing or possessing fraudulent 
travel or identit\ documents for the purpose of enaEling 
smuggling of migrants� and of enaEling a person to remain in 
a countr\ without compl\ing with the necessar\ reTuirements 
for legal sta\� in Eoth cases when committed intentionall\ and 
in order to oEtain� directl\ or indirectl\� a financial or other 
material Eenefit� 6muggling offences include document fraud 
committed to enaEle smuggling of migrants� for a profit� and 
enaEling another person to irregularl\ sta\ in a countr\� for 
a profit� 7he smuggling offence involves a material� usuall\ 
financial� voluntar\ transaction Eetween a person who seeks 
to enter or sta\ in a countr\ irregularl\� and a smuggler� 
8nited 1ations &onvention against 7ransnational 2rgani]ed 
&rime ������� www�unodc�org�unodc�en�organi]ed-crime�
intro�8172&�html�

Extent
'ata and anal\sis indicate that the extent of smug-
gling of migrants from 1orth Africa to (urope has 
increased in recent \ears� 2n all sea routes from 
Africa to (urope� 812'& estimates that at least 
вга�ааа people were suEMect to smuggling or 
attempted smuggling during вавг� an increase of 
around иа� compared to вавв� 7his increase was 
mostl\ recorded on the &entral 0editerranean route 
�бзе�аааȁвви�ааа��c as well as on the 1orthwest Afri-
can �Atlantic� route� 6ome гй�иаа people arrived on 
the latter route during вавг� most of whom were 
smuggled�d

0ost people smuggled to (urope from Africa in вавг 
were :est and 1orth African�e 2n the other hand� 
smuggling of 1igerians E\ sea to (urope signi΋cantl\ 
decreased in recent \ears�f As of the Eeginning of 
вавд� transregional smuggling through 1orth Africa 
of people from 6\ria� %angladesh and 3akistan to 
(urope continues to increase� 'uring the ΋rst eight 
months of вавд� %angladeshis and 3akistanis com-
prised ве per cent and 6\rians бз per cent of all those 
arriving irregularl\ E\ sea from 1orth Africa to ,tal\� 
while during the same period in вавг these three 
citi]enships comprised together less than ва per 
cent�g 7his is indicative of a gradual increase in the 
use of 1orth Africa as a huE for migrant smuggling 
from Asia into (urope� 

c 812'& ������� ȉ7he 0igrant 6muggling 0arket on the &en-
tral 0editerranean�Ȋ 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 
0igrants 8pdate �� - 2ctoEer ����� www�unodc�org�docu-
ments�data-and-anal\sis�glosom�2Eservator\������&058p-
dateB2ct�����pdf�

d 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 1orth-
west African �Atlantic� route� https���stor\maps�arcgis�com�
stories�adc�EEd�������d�E�Ee����e�E�Ef�f� 

e &alculations Eased on figures provided in� ,talian 0inistr\ of 
,nterior ȉ&ruscotto 6tatistico al � 0aggio ����Ȋ� www�interno�
gov�it�sites�default�files�����-���cruscottoBstatisticoBgiornal-
ieroB��-��-�����pdf� 

f 6ee� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
)ocus on 0igrant 6muggling from 1igeria� https���stor\maps�
arcgis�com�stories�edc��a�dd�cf���c�d�edd���c�c�����

g 81+&5 ,tal\� :eekl\ 6napshot� �� 6eptemEer ȁ �� 6eptemEer 
�����
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People on mixed migration routes are 
vulnerable to trafficking in persons

5esearch E\ the 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling 
of 0igrants indicates that in the context of migrant 
smuggling� serious crimes are committed against 
migrants� from trafficking in persons for forced laEour 
and sexual exploitation to sale of a person� and depri-
vation of liEert\ for extortion� )or example� one in 
΋ve of the здж 1igerians surve\ed in вавб for the 
2Eservator\Ȇs research experienced deprivation of 
liEert\ for the purposes of extortion� Almost half 
�ди�� of 1igerian adults surve\ed considered traf-
΋cking and exploitation a signi΋cant risk for 1igerian 
children on mixed migration routes�h 5esearch E\ 
the 2Eservator\ on the :estern 0editerranean route 
from 1orth Africa to 6pain also identi΋ed instances 
of trafficking for sexual exploitation� forced laEour 
and sale of a person�i

7rafficking in persons ma\ also take place in the con-
text of armed conΌicts and related cross-Eorder 
displacement� 7he deteriorating securit\ situation in 
6udan and in the +orn of Africa� for example� have 
led to signi΋cant cross-Eorder displacement� in some 
cases involving smuggling of migrants oΊences� and 
increased risks of trafficking in persons� 

,n вавв� баа interviews were conducted for 812'& 
in 6udan with people from countries in the +orn of 
Africa� as well as from the &entral African 5epuElic 
and the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo� 7he 
research suggests that� in the aEsence of legal chan-
nels for movement� some people Όeeing conΌicts 
and violence use smugglers to facilitate their move-
ment to place of safet\� making them more vulneraEle 
to trafficking in persons� 0an\ interviewees stated 
that the\ had Eeen intentionall\ misled E\ their smug-
gler in terms of travel routes� modes of transportation 
and fees� 

6ome non-state armed groups in the &entral 6ahel 
Eenefit from migrant smuggling E\ recruiting 
migrants and refugees into their ranks�M 812'& con-
ducted бед interviews with actors involved at various 
levels in the migrant smuggling industr\ in %urkina 
)aso� 0ali and 1iger in вавб� ,nterviewees indicated 
that actors involved in smuggling of migrants were 

h 6ee� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
)ocus on 0igrant 6muggling from 1igeria� https���stor\maps�
arcgis�com�stories�edc��a�dd�cf���c�d�edd���c�c�����

i 6ee� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est Africa� 0orocco and :estern 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da��

M 812'& ������� 6muggling of 0igrants in the 6ahel� 7rans-
national 2rgani]ed &rime 7hreat Assessment - 6ahel� www�
unodc�org�documents�data-and-anal\sis�toctaBsahel�72&7AB
6ahelBsomB�����pdf�

in some cases also involved in committing drug traf-
΋cking� sexual exploitation and laEour exploitation� 

7rafficking in persons oΊences in the &entral 6ahel 
are perpetrated E\ various actors� including private 
citi]ens� state officials� smugglers and non-state 
armed groups�k 81 entities have also reported a 
numEer of cases of migrants recruited for forced 
laEour in mines or E\ armed groups along routes 
from :est to 1orth Africa�l

The same offenders committing multiple 
offences: smuggling and trafficking 

7rafficking in persons can Ee committed E\ the same 
oΊender who perpetrates smuggling of migrants� 
and in respect of the same person� 7he most common 
manifestations of this phenomenon on mixed migra-
tion routes through African countries are deprivation 
of liEert\ for extortion� forced laEour� sexual exploita-
tion and forced criminalit\ �whereE\ smuggled 
migrants are coerced or deceived into committing 
migrant smuggling oΊences�� 

According to 812'& research on migrant smuggling 
in the &entral 6ahel� smugglers perpetrate trafficking 
oΊences directl\ or connect people on the move with 
traffickers� A higher percentage of smuggled people 
among the в�аае surve\ed in the region experienced 
trafficking in persons �ба per cent� compared to those 
who did not use a smuggler �д per cent��m 812'&Ȇs 
research on smuggling from 1igeria also revealed 
indications of aEuses perpetrated E\ smugglers� rang-
ing from deception and preventing access to means 
of communication� to violence� exploitation and traf-
΋cking in persons�n

Deprivation of liberty for extortion

2ne of the most prevalent crimes perpetrated E\ 
smugglers is deprivation of liEert\ and extortion of 
their clients� )rom a numEer of in-depth interviews 
�ив� with migrants for 812'&Ȇs research in 1orth 
and :est Africa� there are indications that migrants 
are isolated in warehouses or private houses E\ 

k 812'& ������� 6muggling of 0igrants in the 6ahel� 7rans-
national 2rgani]ed &rime 7hreat Assessment - 6ahel� www�
unodc�org�documents�data-and-anal\sis�toctaBsahel�72&7AB
6ahelBsomB�����pdf� 

l 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est Africa� 0orocco and :estern 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da��

m 812'& ������� 6muggling of 0igrants in the 6ahel� 7rans-
national 2rgani]ed &rime 7hreat Assessment - 6ahel� www�
unodc�org�documents�data-and-anal\sis�toctaBsahel�72&7AB
6ahelBsomB�����pdf� 

n 6ee� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
)ocus on 0igrant 6muggling from 1igeria� https���stor\maps�
arcgis�com�stories�edc��a�dd�cf���c�d�edd���c�c�����
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smugglers or other actors affiliated with the smug-
glers� 7he smugglers either demanded a ransom or 
detained them at ȅcredit housesȆ until the\ paid the 
full smuggling fee�o

Sexual exploitation

6ome women smuggled in the &entral 6ahel are also 
trafficked for sexual exploitation in the course of their 
Mourne\s� 7his ma\ Ee linked to goldmining sites 
where women are trafficked for sexual exploitation 
E\ smugglers or other actors�p

According to 812'&Ȇs research on the :estern 0ed-
iterranean route� sexual exploitation of women who 
have arrived irregularl\ in 1orth Africa ma\ start 
when the smuggler introduces women ȁ or ȅsellsȆ 
them ȁ to a local communit\ leader �ȅchairmanȆ�� ,n 
some cases� the chairman then hands them over to 
a pimp� for a fee� (xamples were cited E\ interview-
ees of victims of sexual exploitation who are 
reportedl\ forced to repa\ the eTuivalent of up to 
86�в�веа for the smuggling fee� suggesting that 
smuggling fees are inΌated as a means of controlling 
trafficking victims through deEt Eondage�T

.e\ informants for 812'&Ȇs research on smuggling 
along the 1orthwest African route to the &anar\ 
,slands� 6pain� highlighted the risk that the route ma\ 
Ee used for trafficking of women and girls from :est 
Africa for the purpose of sexual exploitation in 
(urope�r

)inall\� though not necessaril\ indicative of trafficking 
in persons� some smugglers interviewed for 812'& 
research in the &entral 6ahel reported that sex can 
Ee a form of pa\ment for smuggling services in some 
instances�s

o 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est and 1orth Africa and &entral 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da�� 812'& ������� 6muggling of 0igrants in the 
6ahel� 7ransnational 2rgani]ed &rime 7hreat Assessment 
- 6ahel� www�unodc�org�documents�data-and-anal\sis�toctaB
sahel�72&7AB6ahelBsomB�����pdf�

p ,20� (tude sur la 7raite des �tres +umains ȁ (tat des /ieux 
������� pp� ��ȁ���

T 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est Africa� 0orocco and :estern 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da��

r 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 1orth-
west African �Atlantic� route� https���stor\maps�arcgis�com�
stories�adc�EEd�������d�E�Ee����e�E�Ef�f�

s 812'& ������� 6muggling of 0igrants in the 6ahel� 7rans-
national 2rgani]ed &rime 7hreat Assessment - 6ahel� www�
unodc�org�documents�data-and-anal\sis�toctaBsahel�72&7AB
6ahelBsomB�����pdf�

Forced labour

,n 1orth Africa in particular� there is evidence that 
some migrant smugglers collaEorate with traffickers 
who suEMect migrants to forced laEour in agriculture 
and other sectors� 6ome situations emerged from 
interviewing дй people for the 2Eservator\ research� 
where exploitative laEour was used as an advance 
pa\ment for suEseTuent sea smuggling to (urope� 
this can take the form of working without Eeing paid 
for a smuggler� or for an emplo\er intermediated E\ 
the smuggler�t

Trafficking by other actors

7rafficking in persons is also committed against 
people on the move E\ perpetrators other than those 
who facilitated their irregular entr\� 7he victims of 
trafficking ma\ have Eeen smuggled� Eut the perpe-
trator of the trafficking oΊence is not the same as 
the perpetrator of the smuggling oΊence� 0igrants 
are vulneraEle to trafficking E\ other actors Eecause 
of factors linked to their Eeing the oEMect of 
smuggling�

812'&Ȇs research indicates that aEduction� depri-
vation of liEert\ for extortion and trafficking for 
forced laEour and sexual exploitation are committed 
against migrants and refugees E\ various actors other 
than smugglers� 7he perpetrators take advantage of 
the irregular status of smuggled migrants in countries 
of transit and destination and their conseTuent fear 
of coming into contact with the authorities� as well 
as dependenc\ on smugglers in dangerous territories 
crossed along the routes�u

Deprivation of liberty for extortion

'eprivation of liEert\ and extortion are perpetrated 
E\ actors other than smugglers on migration routes 
E\ land through :est and 1orth Africa� Almost all of 
the дй migrants and refugees interviewed for 812-
'&Ȇs research in :est and 1orth Africa reported
Eeing kidnapped E\ non-state actors along the routes 
from :est Africa to 1orth Africa� particularl\ in 
Eorder areas in the &entral 6ahel� and while working 
in agricultural ΋elds in /iE\a or living in 7ripoli�v

t 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est and 1orth Africa and &entral 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da��

u 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� )ocus 
on 0igrant 6muggling from 1igeria� https���stor\maps�arcgis�
com�stories�edc��a�dd�cf���c�d�edd���c�c�����

v 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est and 1orth Africa and &entral 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da�� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 
0igrants ������� )ocus on 0igrant 6muggling from 1ige-
ria� https���stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories�edc��a�dd�cf-
���c�d�edd���c�c�����
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AEductions and kidnapping for ransom have Eeen 
linked with the presence of militias and armed groups 
in 1orthern 0ali�w 0igrants aEducted manage to con-
tinue their Mourne\ when a ransom is paid on their 
Eehalf E\ famil\ memEers or when the\ are aEle to 
escape� ,n another scenario the\ are ȅsoldȆ E\ a prison 
guard to third parties who exploit men for forced 
laEour in agriculture or construction and women in 
domestic work or prostitution�x 

Forced labour

7here is often a connection Eetween deprivation of 
liEert\ on migration routes and forced laEour� par-
ticularl\ in 1orth Africa� 812'& research indicates 
that some people who travelled on migration routes 
and were then detained were suEMected to forced 
laEour in exchange for Eeing released from deten-
tion� 7here is also intermediation of forced laEour 
from detention centres to private Eusinesses and 
private citi]ens who ma\ pa\ a ransom for detainees 
and then force them to work in order to pa\ oΊ what 
was paid� /imited accountaEilit\ and rule of law in 
certain areas has contriEuted to the proliferation of 
this t\pe of forced laEour�y

w 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est Africa� 0orocco and :estern 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da�� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 
0igrants ������� )ocus on 0igrant 6muggling from 1ige-
ria� https���stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories�edc��a�dd�cf-
���c�d�edd���c�c����� 81 3anel of (xperts (staElished 
pursuant to 6ecurit\ &ouncil 5esolution ���� ������ on 0ali 
and renewed pursuant to resolution ���� ������� ������� )inal 
5eport of the 3anel of (xperts� https���digitalliErar\�un�org�
record��������"v pdf� 

x 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est and 1orth Africa and &entral 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da�� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 
0igrants ������� )ocus on 0igrant 6muggling from 1ige-
ria� https���stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories�edc��a�dd�cf-
���c�d�edd���c�c�����

\ 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est and 1orth Africa and &entral 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da��

Sexual exploitation

Among the ва :est African women interviewed for 
812'& research on smuggling� the maMorit\ reported 
indications of sexual exploitation after Eeing 
aEducted on migration routes� &ases of women who 
were sexuall\ exploited in 1orth Africa� and were 
suEseTuentl\ ȅfreedȆ E\ a local man were 
documented�]

] 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants ������� 
:est and 1orth Africa and &entral 0editerranean� https���
stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories��E�Ed�d�d����d��E�d-
dae�aa�af�da��� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 
0igrants ������� )ocus on 0igrant 6muggling from 1ige-
ria� https���stor\maps�arcgis�com�stories�edc��a�dd�cf-
���c�d�edd���c�c�����
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Family involvement, juju rituals, physical and sexual violence and stigma and 
labelling: The convoluted experiences of young Nigerian victims trafficked to Italy

A Generation 30 contribution to the UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2024
6arah Ade\inka� post-doctoral researcher� 8niversit\ of Amsterdam� 1etherlands� affiliated post-doctoral 
researcher� *hent 8niversit\� %elgium

Generation 30 Research on Trafficking in Persons
*eneration га is an initiative of the 812'& 5esearch and Anal\sis %ranch fea-
turing contriEutions from \oung and earl\-career researchers who want to make 
a gloEal diΊerence with their research on trafficking in persons� &ontriEutions 
were collected through an open call and selected on the Easis of the Tualit\ of 
the empirical research and relevance of the topic�

Rationale and background
1igeria is one of the African countries that identi΋es 
the highest numEers of human trafficking victims� of 
which aEout иг per cent are women and girls �вавб��a

,n вабй� 1igeria was also one of the top countries of 
origin of victims of human trafficking identi΋ed in the 
(uropean 8nion�E 7his research was conducted from 
ваби to вава to document the experiences of female 
1igerian victims who were trafficked from 1igeria 
into ,tal\ Eetween вабж and ваби� 7he research 
involved interviews with 1igerian victims whose travel 
was organi]ed E\ smugglers and traffickers� who all 
travelled to ,tal\ irregularl\� and whose Mourne\s 
Eegan in the 6outh :est of the countr\ from where 
the\ were taken up 1orth to cross the Eorder into 
1iger� 7he\ travelled through the dangerous 6ahara 
desert� crossed the Eorder into /iE\a� were put on 
ruEEer dinghies and pushed out to the &entral 0ed-
iterranean 6ea where the\ were rescued E\ 6earch 
and 5escue ships and taken to ,tal\�

Methodology and limitations
7he stud\ adopted a victim-centred approach in which 
the participants were empowered to tell their own stories 
with their wellEeing and safet\ prioriti]ed throughout 
the research process�c

7he ΋ndings of this longitudinal stud\ were gathered 
from the experiences of �� female 1igerian victims of 

a 1ational Agenc\ for the 3rohiEition of 7rafficking in 3ersons 
�1A37,3�� Annual 5eport ����� 

E (uropean 8nion Agenc\ for As\lum� &ountr\ *uidance 
1igeria� 9ictims of human trafficking� including forced 
prostitution ������� AvailaEle at� https���euaa�europa�eu�
countr\-guidance-nigeria����-victims-human-trafficking-
including-forced-prostitution��a�text 1igeria���is���the���
top���nationalit\�affects���women��&���Eut���also���
children�

c (thical approval for the stud\ was granted E\ the (thics &om-
mittee of the )acult\ of 3s\cholog\ and (ducational 6ciences� 
*hent 8niversit\� %elgium and the &ommisione per /Ȇ(tica 
della 5icerca e la %ioetica� &onsiglio 1a]ionale delle 5icerche� 
,tal\

trafficking� interviewed in ,tal\ and exploited in a numEer 
of countries along the route in transit or destination� 
who had escaped the trafficking networks� 7his does 
not presume that the\ are a homogeneous group and 
full\ represent the experiences of all 1igerian victims 
of trafficking�d

Key findings
1.	 The role of family members in trafficking in

persons.e )amil\ involvement in trafficking in per-
sons was one of the ke\ ΋ndings of the stud\� 

d 6emi-structured interviews were carried out with �� recruited 
participants over three measurement �interview� moments 
�0�� 0�� and 0�� with at least six months Eetween each 
measurement� ,n 0�� there were �� participants� �� partic-
ipants in 0�� and �� participants in 0�� 7he main reason 
for the drop out was that the participants although keen on 
seeing the researcher again� did not wish to revisit painful 
past experiences� (mplo\ing a longitudinal approach cr\stal-
i]ed the participantsȆ experiences and the changes that the\ 
went through over the two \earsȆ timeframe allotted for the 
stud\� 7he maMorit\ of the participants in this stud\ ���� were 
recruited E\ 1*2s Eased in the regions of 6icil\� 3iemonte 
and &ampania� while three were recruited directl\ E\ the 
researcher Eased on her previous encounters with them 
in her work as a practitioner� +owever� all the participants 
arrived in ,tal\ Eetween -anuar\ ���� and -une ����� and the\ 
originated from (do ��� per cent�� 'elta ��� per cent� and 
other ��� per cent� states in 1igeria� 'uring 0�� �� of the �� 
participants were in shelters for victims of human trafficking� 
with �� participants Eeing adults� and �� Eeing children� 
Although the researcher onl\ recruited adult participants� �� 
confided in the researcher either after their interview� or a 
few months later during the longitudinal stud\� that the\ were 
actuall\ under the age of ��� 5esearch also shows that the 
experiences of children and adult victims of trafficking travel-
ling through this route are ver\ similar with children receiving 
no preferential treatment� as confirmed E\ our participants� 
0oreover� some of the participants who left 1igeria as chil-
dren arrived in (urope as adults or had Eecome adults E\ the 
time the first set of interviews were conducted�

e Ade\inka� 6�� /ietaert� ,� and 'erlu\n� ,�� ȉ6he said this might 
Ee *odȆs wa\ of taking care of us� )amil\ involvement in 
human traffickingȊ� International Journal of Migration, Health 
and Social Care� 9ol� �� 1o� ���� ������� pp� ���ȁ���� https���
doi�org���������,-0+6&-��-����-����
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during anal\sis� famil\ involvement in the partici-
pantsȆ migration Mourne\ and trafficking 
experiences was evident in one wa\ or the other� 
+owever� there were diΊerent t\pes of famil\ 
involvement� and famil\ involvement did not 
alwa\s mean famil\ approval of trafficking in per-
sons� 7hree main groups emerged from the 
anal\sis�

,n the ΋rst group� participantsȆ famil\ memEers 
were part of the recruitment� and enforcement of 
exploitation� :orking on or with famil\ memEers 
is a tactical strateg\ used E\ traffickers who under-
stand the ke\ aspects of respecting and oEe\ing 
elders in the 1igerian societ\� and use that to their 
advantage� 

,n the second group� although famil\ memEers 
were not explicitl\ pushing the participants to 
emEark on the Mourne\� the\ did not stop them 
and�or were supportive of the idea that the\ were 
going with a trafficker� as it meant some remit-
tances would come their wa\�

7he common factor in group three was deception� 
the participantsȆ parent or guardian was deceived 
aEout the purpose of the trip�

2.	The role of juju rituals as a tool of control 
and liberation for Nigerian victims of human 
traffickingf

A vast Eod\ of literatureg refers to how traffickers 
have used the traditional practice of JuJu rituals to 
Elackmail victims and force them into exploitative 
conditions� ,n ваби� the Oba �.ing� of %enin in 

f Ade\inka� 6�� /ietaert� ,�� 	 'erlu\n� ,�� ȉ7he 5ole of -uMu 5ituals 
in +uman 7rafficking of 1igerians� A 7ool of (nslavement� 
%ut Also (scapeȊ� 6A*( 2pen� ������ ������ https���doi�
org��������������������������

g AcheEe� 1�� ȉ7he road to ,tal\� 1igerian sex workers at home 
and aEroadȊ� Journal of Women’s History� ������� ������ ���ȁ
���� https���doi�org���������Mowh����������� ,keora� 0�� ȉ7he 
role of African traditional religion and ȅMuMuȆ in human traffick-
ing� ,mplications for anti-traffickingȊ� Journal of International 
Women’s Studies� ������ ������ �ȁ��� 1agle� /�� 	 2wasano\e� 
%�� ȉ)earing the dark� 7he use of witchcraft to control human 
trafficking victims and sustain vulneraEilit\Ȋ� Southwestern Law 
Review� ������ ��� ����

Group Type of involvement Quote

Group 1

)amil\ memEers who were aware of 
their children and wards travelling with 
a trafficker and were activel\ involved 
in their recruitment and�or Mourne\� 
7he\ encouraged and�or forced it�

When they told him [uncle], we are coming here for prosti-
tute, he said I should be the one to go. So, I have no choice, 

I have to go, because things get [. . .] Please, I can’t say it. 
[bursts into tears] [her uncle raped her]. (M1) 

My sister took me to Mali… they [sister and traffickers] forced 
me to do prostitution work, and I did it for two and a half 

years. (M1)

Group 2

)amil\ memEers who were aware of 
their children and wards traveling 

with a trafficker and were passivel\ 
involved in their recruitment and�or 

Mourne\� 'id not initiate the travel Eut 
did not discourage it�*

I knew the work was prostitution work and my mum knew, 
but we believed that it would benefit our family well if I go 

and do the work. (M1) 

My mum knew about the journey [before departure] and was 
happy about it, because she believed that I would be able to 

send money home to support her. (M1)

Group 3

)amil\ memEers who were aware of 
their children and wards traveling Eut 

were deceived� and thought it was 
for other purposes ȁ vocational MoEs� 

education� etc�

My mum was really excited about the journey and encour-
aged me to go, because she felt that I would be able to make 
good money as a nanny in Germany for myself and to send 

home, but my mum did not know it was for prostitution 
work. (M1) 

My grandmother said someone is coming to take me to 
France. She said that it’s one of my aunties who travelled out 
of the country [. . .] and has promised to pay for my educa-

tion, so I can finish school. 


  *roup � consisted of famil\ memEers who clearl\ knew that their childrenȆs or ward�s�Ȇ travel would result in prostitution Eecause 
their children or wards would Ee working for a madam� however� the\ did not recruit their children for the madams nor activel\ 
encourage them to go� Eut the\ also did not discourage their children from going or do an\thing aEout it�

Type of family involvement in participantsȆ trafficking experience
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1igeria made a puElic declaration against traffick-
ers in which he revoked the curses traffickers place 
on victims through juju rituals� and cursed traffick-
ers who refused to stop the illicit trade�h 7his was 
unprecedented� and participants interviewed in 
this stud\� con΋rmed that the ObaȆs declaration 
was the help that the\ needed to escape the traf-
΋cking networks� 7herefore� juju which is utili]ed 
as a tool of control over victims� was in this case� 
a tool of liEeration�

I asked for help from some of my girlfriends who ran 
away from their madam, they told me about what Oba 
said. So, I called my mum to ask if it was true and my 
mum said yes… my friend then said Oba told us not to 
pay and that she is a Benin girl [from Edo state] so she 
herself will not pay again. So, I asked her to help me. 
(M1) 

Since our Oba said we should leave, I have peace of 
mind, I have not afraid for myself or my [unborn] child 
and I will give birth in peace. If not for that [declaration], 
I don’t know where I would be now or what would have 
happened to me. (M2) 

I ended up going to court to testify against her [madam]. 
In court, I looked my madam in the eye, and I said: ‘‘You, 
you are the one who brought me here and forced me 
to do ashawo [prostitution] work’’ and she was found 
guilty and sentenced. I think she is under arrest now. 
(M1). 

7he far-reaching eΊect of the ObaȆs declaration 
against traffickers was another ke\ ΋nding of this 
stud\� 7his ΋nding highlights the importance of 
including communit\-Eased approach to address 
international issues and utili]ing eΊective strategies 
that ma\ Ee deemed as unconventional while tack-
ling an issue as gloEal� \et local� as human 
trafficking�

3.	The continuous violence experienced by 
victims of trafficking during their
trajectories.i

7he participantsȆ experiences of ph\sical and 
sexual violence happened during their migration 
Mourne\s and continued after arrival in the (uro-
pean 8nion� 7he actors changed� Eut the violence 
remained�

h ,Eileke� -�� ȉ+uman trafficking� 2Ea places curses on offenders� 
collaEorating sorcerers� cultistsȊ� PM News� ������� https���
www�thenewsnigeria�com�ng������������human-traf- fick-
ing-oEa-places-curses�(������%-on-offenders-colla- Eorat-
ing-sorcerers-cultists��

i Ade\inka� 6�� /ietaert� ,�� 	 'erlu\n� ,�� ȉ,t happened in the 
desert� in /iE\a and in ,tal\� ph\sical and sexual violence 
experienced E\ female� 1igerian victims of trafficking in 
,tal\Ȋ� International Journal of Environmental Research and 
Public Health� ����c ������ ����� https���doi�org���������
iMerph���������

Niger� So, one guy tried to save me, but the boga [traf-
ficker] shot him and killed him. So, I had no choice but 
to give in; the man raped me, and I also saw him killing 
the person that tried to help me. (M1) 

Libya: They raped me again, and eventually just dumped 
me in the desert to die. I really thought I would die this 
time, but again, I didn’t die � � � I got pregnant. (M1) 

Italy: The new camp is ok; they have adults and minors 
there and the people working there are nice. One of the 
staff there tried to have sex with me, but I refused, and 
I warned him that if he tries again, I will break his head� 
(M1) 

7his third ke\ ΋nding highlights the ph\sical and 
sexual violence that the participants were forced to 
experience� 7he experiences of violence that the\ 
had themselves� and witnessed Eeing done to others 
were so man\ and so common that no participant 
was excluded from it� 7hese strongl\ impacted their 
ph\sical� mental� and emotional health as descriEed 
in the excerpts Eelow�

I beat my child [conceived through rape] because some-
times, I see something in her, or one look on her face 
that I don’t know, and I think is from her father, I feel 
very bad. (M2) 

When I think about it [the experiences of sexual violence], 
I feel chest pains. (M2) 

Sometimes I can’t even eat when I think about it. I some-
times feel dizzy. Something has changed in my brain 
since then [the experiences of sexual violence]. I don’t 
reason well. Sometimes I just panic and then try to calm 
myself down. (M1) 

If I close my eyes, I see horrible things that make me 
fear or I feel as if somebody is in the room, but I cannot 
see them. Sometimes, I will see a shadow but there is 
nobody else in the room, so who is the owner of the 
shadow? (M2) 

7hese excerpts highlight the lasting impact of the 
participantsȆ experiences of violence� the weight of 
the trauma that the\ carr\� and one can onl\ antici-
pate the long road to recover\ ahead of them�

4.	The continuous experiences of stigma, specif-
ically sexual stigma, and labelling.j 6imilar to 
the experiences of violence� the actors changed� 
Eut the participantsȆ experiences of stigma and 
laEelling continued�

People always say bad things about Nigerians here 
[Italy], it is mostly about prostitution when you are a 
girl, and if you are a Nigerian boy here, then you are a 
criminal. (M1) 

M Ade\inka� 6�� /ietaert� ,�� 	 'erlu\n� ,�� ȉ<ou are merel\ a 1ige-
rian prostituteȊ� 6exual stigma and laEeling of 1igerian victims 
of trafficking in ,tal\�Ȋ Stigma and Health� ������ ����� ���ȁ���� 
https���doi�org���������sah�������
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I have been at the bus stop [in Italy] several times and 
older men stopped to offer me a ride, I asked how much 
it would cost, and they said *** [sexual act]. I told them 
… I had money to pay for the trip, but they told me that 
was the fare and that I should better get used to it 
because that was what my people did... (M1). 

In the NGO, the people sometimes talked about Nigeri-
ans as if we are all bad people and troublesome. If 
something happened, the first person they would blame 
are the Nigerians. So, when the woman I was living with 
started behaving funny as if I wanted to steal her old 
husband, I was happy to leave that house and go to *** 
[another NGO’s housing]. (M1) 

7he continuous experience of stigma� speci΋call\ 
sexual stigma and discrimination was so prevalent 
that one of the participants told the researcher that 
ȉit is normalȊ� ,t happened to them so freTuentl\� that 
the\ no longer saw it as something strange� it had 
Eecome normal� 7he participants descriEed experi-
ences of stigma and laEelling in diΊerent spaces 
including on the Eus� in the shelter� on the street� 
etc� 7he\ felt that the\ were onl\ seen as 1igerians 
who did prostitution work� nothing else� and the\ 
perceived this ȉprostitution laEelȊ as an oEstacle to 
΋nd a MoE or integrate into the local societ\� so the\ 
isolated themselves and sta\ed within their own net-
works� 1oteworth\� was the unwavering lo\alt\ that 
the participants had towards their famil\ memEers� 
including those who were part of their exploitation 
and trafficking� 7he\ still regularl\ sent them mone\ 
and had a sense of lo\alt\ to them regardless of what 
the\ had done�

Conclusions and policy 
recommendations 
,n conclusion� the participantsȆ experiences during 
their migration traMectories while Eeing trafficked 
from 1igeria to ,tal\ were Eoth complex and violent� 
7he\ highlight the dangers encountered along the 
wa\ as well as the role pla\ed E\ diΊerent actors 
including famil\ memEers� 7he stud\ shows that�
1.	 )amil\ involvement in diΊerent capacities is 

prevalent in human trafficking� ,t highlights the 
ke\ roles that famil\ memEers pla\� and power 
that the\ have� 

2.	7here are other strategies to consider when 
tackling trafficking in persons ȁ such as how the 
ObaȆs declaration against traffickers was a tool 
that supported several participants in escaping 
their traffickers�

3.	3h\sical and sexual violence continues even 
after arrival in the destination countr\ and is 
sometimes perpetuated E\ caregivers� 7his 
leaves the participants in a c\cle of multiple 
violent experiences and stigma which can Ee 
linked to what 2rsini et alk refer to as ȉloops of 
violenceȊ�

4.	6tigma� especiall\ sexual stigma and laEelling 
are highl\ prevalent and in turn� cause the
participants to ostraci]e themselves from the 
societ\ the\ live in� +owever� researchl shows 
that this t\pe of self-isolation has a negative 
impact on wellness and Tualit\ of life�

7o support victims of trafficking in persons in a last-
ing manner� relevant and tailored forms of support 
are highl\ recommended� and these include�
› ,nvolvement of willing and safe famil\ memEers 

not involved in their exploitation� in aftercare� 
6ince the advice and decisions of famil\ mem-
Eers are highl\ respected in this context� 
possiEl\ linked to the Eelief that parents�
caregivers make decisions that are in their 
children�wardsȆ Eest interests�m then involve-
ment of famil\ memEers with the participantsȆ 
wellEeing at heart would allow for lasting 
rehaEilitation and possiEl\ prevent re-trafficking�

› ,nvolvement of the victimsȆ communities of 
origin and seemingl\ unconventional tools ma\ 
Ee Tuite eΊective in tackling human trafficking� 
7his supports /ederachȆs three principles 
necessar\ for estaElishing peace constituencies
ȁ indigenous empowerment, cultural sensitivity and 
a long-term commitment.n

› 7he need for long-term support structures that 
factor in the t\pes of violence experienced E\ 
victims of trafficking� and understanding that 
these experiences ma\ negativel\ impact their 
other relationships�o including with caregivers�

› 5ecogni]ing the mental health �and other� 
eΊects of �sexual� stigma� laEelling� and treat-
ment of the participants as the ȅproElematic 
otherȆ and providing relevant long-term care and 
support�

k 2rsini� *� and others� ȉ/oops of violence within (uropeȆs gov-
ernance of migration and as\lum� %ottom-up perspectives on 
the experience of ever\da\ Eordering for refugees transiting�
settling in /iE\a� ,tal\� *reece and %elgium� 3olitics and *ov-
ernanceȊ� ������ ������ ���ȁ���� https���doi�org����������pag�
v��i�������

l %enoit� &� and others� ȉ6tigma and ,ts (ffect on the :orking 
&onditions� 3ersonal /ives� and +ealth of 6ex :orkersȊ� Jour-
nal of Sex Research� ������� ����-��� ���-���� https���doi�org����
���������������������������

m ,versen� 9� and *horpade� <�� ȉ0isfortune� misfits and what 
the cit\ gave and took� the stories of 6outh-,ndian child laEour 
migrants-����ȁ����Ȋ� 0odern Asian 6tudies� ������9ol� �� 
1o� �� pp� ����-����� .akar� 6� The Inner World: A Psycho-An-
alytic Study of Childhood and Society in India� �th ed�� �2xford 
8niversit\ 3ress� 'elhi� ������

n /ederach� -� 3�� ȉ&onflict transformation in protracted internal 
conflicts� 7he case for a comprehensive frame- workȊ� in .� 
5upesinghe �ed��� Conflict transformation� �6t� 0artinȆs 3ress� 
������ pp� ���ȁ����

o &lassen� &�&� 3alesh� 2�*�� Aggarwal� 5�� ȉ6exual 5evictimi]a-
tion� A 5eview of the (mpirical /iteratureȊ� Trauma Violence 
Abus� ������� �� ���ȁ����
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Trafficking in persons for the purpose of forced criminality to commit online scams in Southeast Asia

Trafficking in persons for the purpose of forced criminality to commit online scams 
in Southeast Asia

Contribution from the UNODC Regional Office for Southeast Asia and the Pacifica

Trafficking for fraud and online scams

7rafficking in persons for the purpose of exploitation 
in criminal activities is a form of trafficking that has 
risen in numEers and is gaining increased attention 
in diΊerent parts of the world� 7he detection of this 
form of trafficking has increased over the last ба 
\ears� passing from aEout б per cent of the total vic-
tims detected in вабж�E to ж per cent in ваби�c to и per 
cent in вавв �see &hapter б� page ег�� 7his form of 
trafficking has Eeen detected in aEout ве countries 
in all regions of the world� A particular form of this 
trafficking that has emerged in the last few \ears is 
trafficking for committing c\Eer-enaEled frauds� 7he 
phenomenon has surfaced in 6outheast Asia where 
well-estaElished transnational organi]ed groups have 
trafficked \oung professionals and forced them to 
commit c\Eer-enaEled crimes� 

9ictims from a range of low- and middle-income coun-
tries from the region and Ee\ond have Eeen found 
trafficked to commit these crimes in 6pecial (conomic 
=ones �6(=s� in 6outheast Asia� mostl\ located along 
the Eorders of 0ekong region countries� 6(= are spe-
ci΋c areas of industrial development that Eene΋t from 
simpli΋ed regulator\ regimes and infrastructure to 
encourage investment�d 6(= have also Eeen identi΋ed 
as areas with less stringent regulations and limited 
oversight of law enforcement authorities�e +igh-pro-
΋le organi]ed crime groups have Eeen increasingl\ 
involved in 6(=s as owners� developers and investors�f

+uman rights aEuses such as child trafficking and 
trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation had 
alread\ Eeen reported in such areas prior to the pan-
demic�g 0oreover� these areas have drawn 
international attention for housing large scale 

a 7his Eox draws upon 812'&� ȉ&asinos� c\Eer fraud� and 
trafficking in persons for forced criminalit\ in 6outheast Asia 
3olic\ 5eportȊ� �%angkok� 6eptemEer ������

E 6ee 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020� p� ���

c ,Eid� p� ���

d 2ffice of the 8nited 1ations +igh &ommissioner for +uman 
5ights �2+&+5�� 2nline 6cam 2perations and 7rafficking into 
)orced &riminalit\ in 6outheast Asia� 5ecommendations for a 
+uman 5ights 5esponse� �������

e -esperson� 6� and others� Trafficking for Forced Criminality: 
The Rise of Exploitation in Scam Centres in Southeast Asia� 2', 
7hematic Erief� �/ondon� ������

f 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020�

g 2ffice of the 8nited 1ations +igh &ommissioner for +uman 
5ights �2+&+5�� &ommittee on the 5ights of the &hild� &on-
cluding 2Eservations on &amEodia under the 2ptional 3ro-
tocol to the &onvention on the 5ights of the &hild on the sale 
of children� child prostitution and child pornograph\� &5&�&�
236&� .+0�&2��� ��� )eEruar\ ������

c\Eerfraud operations and mone\ laundering 
schemes� in eΊect serving as parallel underground 
Eanking s\stems for organi]ed crime in the region 
and Ee\ond�h

6ince вавб� such groups have started recruiting \oung 
professionals from several countries to exploit their 
skills in the commission of highl\ sophisticated online 
scams� 9ictims have Eeen kept in casinos� resorts� 
hotels� large office Euildings and residential devel-
opments estaElished in or around 6(=s in the region� 
'ue to the mix of favouraEle regulator\ frameworks 
and availaEilit\ of ,7 technolog\� setting up an online 
casino has Eeen relativel\ eas\ and pro΋taEle�i

The risk factors

7he progressive expansion of this form of trafficking 
in the 6outheast Asian 6(=s is linked to the relativel\ 
recent growth of the numEer of casinos and Munket 
operatorsM estaElished in the 0ekong region�k 2nline 
gamEling is Eanned to var\ing extents in man\ coun-
tries in 6outheast Asia�l and man\ operators and 
pla\ers relocated to 6(=s� where regulations allow 
for complicated schemes of transactional activities� 
)or instance� the same group ma\ Ee ph\sicall\ 
located in one countr\� run weEsites hosted some-
where else� while Eeing licensed in a third countr\ 
and targeting potential customers in multiple coun-
tries around the world�m

:hat had previousl\ Eeen designed as hotels and 
in-person gamEling platforms were turned into oper-
ation centres managing large numEers of h\Erid or 
online gaming transactions�

2nline casinos� and Munket operators and virtual asset 
service providers �e�g� high risk unregulated 
exchanges� pa\ments services� now serve as integral 
components of the regional underground and 
unregulated� or poorl\ regulated ΋nancial�Eanking 

h 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020�

i 812'&� Casinos, Money Laundering, Underground Banking, and 
Transnational Organized Crime in East and Southeast Asia: A 
Hidden and Accelerating Threat �%angkok� -anuar\ ������

M 7he term ȅMunketȆ refers to a short-term gamEling program 
arranged E\ an operator for one or more high-wealth pla\ers 
at a chosen casino� in conMunction with the relevant casino 
operator�

k 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020�

l 2+&+5� &ommittee on the 5ights of the &hild� &oncluding 
2Eservations on &amEodia ������� 6han +uman 5ights )oun-
dation� Trapped in Hell �2ctoEer ������

m 8nited 1ations 2ffice on 'rugs and &rime �812'&�� Casinos, 
cyber fraud, and trafficking in persons for forced criminality in 
Southeast Asia Policy Report� �%angkok� 6eptemEer ������
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infrastructure allowing organi]ed crime s\ndicates 
in the 0ekong region to launder Eillions of dollars of 
illicit pro΋t� 7he infrastructure originall\ Euilt to laun-
der mone\ through online gaming platforms is used 
to commit ΋nancial frauds in diΊerent currencies 
including cr\ptocurrenc\� trading fraudulent shares 
in companies or romance-investment scams�n

,n search of a workforce to operate such scams� crim-
inal groups started targeting workers in 6outheast 
Asia and as the Eusiness expanded� looked for work-
ers Ee\ond the countriesȆ Eorders under the pretence 
of well-paid and interesting MoEs�o

7he context where these organi]ed crime groups 
operate is characteri]ed E\ large-scale corruption 
and alliances with non-state armed groups active 
in the region�p with collusion Eetween organi]ed 
crime groups and senior government officials� 
politicians� local law enforcement and inΌuential 
Eusinesspersons�T

The sophisticated organized crime 
behind it

7he limited numEer of ongoing investigations into 
and convictions for trafficking in persons for the pur-
pose of forced criminalit\ in 6outheast Asia makes it 
difficult to draw a comprehensive pro΋le of the orga-
ni]ed crime groups involved� +owever� evidence 
resulting from investigative ΋les suggests that groups 
involved in this t\pe of trafficking are sophisticated 
and well organi]ed� 2ngoing investigations into 
mone\ laundering and online fraud indicate that lead-
ers of these groups are t\picall\ men from 6outheast 
Asia� often high-pro΋le� presenting themselves as 
legitimate Eusiness owners� while forming alliances 
with high-ranking government officials and private 
corporations�r

7hese leaders are� or are connected with� the owners 
and managers of the scam sites and operate shell 
companies for the mone\ laundering operations� 
'iΊerent t\pes of ȉpersonnelȊ operate in the com-
pound where scam operations are managed and 
implemented� :hile some of the people who operate 

n 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020� 812'&� 
Transnational Organized Crime and the Convergence of 
Cyber-Enabled Fraud, Underground Banking and Technological 
Innovation in Southeast Asia: A Shifting Threat Landscape �%ang-
kok� 2ctoEer ������

o 2+&+5� &ommittee on the 5ights of the &hild� &oncluding 
2Eservations on &amEodia ������� 6han +uman 5ights )oun-
dation� Trapped in Hell�

p 8nited 1ations 2ffice on 'rugs and &rime �812'&�� Casinos, 
Money Laundering, Underground Banking, and Transnational 
Organized Crime in East and Southeast Asia: A Hidden and Accel-
erating Threat �%angkok� -anuar\ ������

T 2+&+5� &ommittee on the 5ights of the &hild� &oncluding 
2Eservations on &amEodia �������

r 812'&� Casinos, Money Laundering.

scams are coerced� others are willing participants as 
ȉcontrollersȊ and ȉagentsȊ or as simpl\ part of the 
scam work force and are either part of criminal oper-
ations� or aiding criminal groups running scamming 
facilities� 'irectors who manage the scam compounds 
live in close proximit\ and oversee the da\-to-da\ 
running of the online scams� managing the opera-
tions and people involved� &ontrollers� for instance� 
ensure that ȉoperatorsȊ meet their ΋nancial oEMectives 
through threats and use of ph\sical force� 6ome of 
the oΊenders acting in the s\stem ma\ have formerl\ 
Eeen victims� and later agreed to take the role of 
controller in the scam compound in exchange for 
their own release� or other privileges�s

Agents on the other hand are often nationals of the 
countries in which the scam compound is located� 
reporting directl\ to the directors� and are mostl\ 
responsiEle for organi]ing the transportation of the 
victims� 7here have Eeen instances where agents 
have mediated with national authorities �including 
immigration services� to ensure the release of those 
victims who have managed to escape Eut were not 
recogni]ed E\ national authorities as victims of traf-
΋cking and were instead held in detention facilities� 
2nce released� these victims were re-trafficked into 
a similar situation of exploitation in the same region�
province or another countr\� 2utside the compound� 
there are hierarchical networks that connect the com-
pounds to individual recruiters and agencies� 
transporters and� in some cases� non-state armed 
groups� 9arious Eorder areas in the 0ekong region 
remain under the control of a numEer of non-state 
armed groups operating numerous casinos and run-
ning other illicit Eusiness�t

AvailaEle research suggests that the nationalities of 
the oΊenders serving at the lowest level of the hier-
arch\ tend to correspond with the nationalities of 
the victims� while the leading positions are occupied 
E\ nationals from the Eroader (ast Asian region�u

Victims from all over the world

9ictims from Asia� Africa� 0iddle (ast and 6outh 
America have Eeen identi΋ed in 6outheast Asia to 
commit various t\pes of online scams� often con-
trolled and manipulated through deEt Eondage and 
threat�v

%oth men and women have Eeen targeted E\ orga-
ni]ed crime groups and forced into conducting 
c\Eer-enaEled crimes� Eut the maMorit\ are men� aged 
Eetween ва and га� and are not citi]ens of the 

s ,Eid�

t 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud.

u ,Eid� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� Guidance on responding 
to victims in forced scam labour �������

v 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� 
Guidance on responding to victims�
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countr\ of exploitation�w 9ictims identi΋ed in the 
region in вавв were mostl\ descriEed as having ter-
tiar\ level education� or higher� Eeing media savv\ 
and multilingual� and originating mostl\ from coun-
tries in 6outheast Asia� x

The modus operandi
Attracting the victims

AvailaEle evidence suggests that victims are recruited 
through deceptive online advertisements managed 
E\ individual recruiters or private agencies� in some 
cases recruitment is initiated from the scam centre� 
)ollowing investigative operations in the region� a 
minorit\ of the victims rescued in вавв reported that 
the\ were recruited face-to-face through acTuain-
tances following traditional trafficking d\namics� and 
to a lesser degree through kidnapping�y 6ome traf-
΋cking victims are used E\ the organi]ed crime group 
to recruit other people the\ know into situations of 
forced criminalit\� including famil\ memEers and 
friends� through a pa\ment of� for example� 86'гаа� 
for each person recruited�] 7here are reports of vic-
tims forced to sta\ and work in the compound until 
a ransom is not paid� 

6ome victims have Eeen recruited through online 
advertisements that initiall\ targeted universit\ grad-
uates Όuent in multiple languages �especiall\ (nglish 
and 0andarin�� skilled in ,nformation 7echnolog\ �,7� 
or having familiarit\ with social media� and occasion-
all\ some working knowledge of cr\ptocurrenc\� 
7hese \oung men and women were lured E\ MoE 
advertisements oΊering high pa\ and interesting pro-
fessional work� 7he pa\ reportedl\ oΊered was the 
eTuivalent of around 86' б�ааа ȁ б�еаа per month 
with Eene΋ts including free food� housing and travel 
costs covered� -oEs included working in digital mar-
keting� customer services� construction� translation�aa

hotel� and online gaming companies�aE

7hrough the use of scam manuals� arti΋cial intelli-
gence tools and other ,7 solutions that have de΋ned 
the modus operandi for the online scams� scams 
scripts and methods can eventuall\ Ee easil\ 
replicated across compounds and even Ee used E\ 
less skilled cohorts of victims�ac

w 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud�

x ,Eid�

\ ,Eid� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� Guidance on responding 
to victims� 6han +uman 5ights )oundation� Trapped in Hell� 

] 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� 
Guidance on responding to victims�

aa -esperson� 6� and others� Trafficking for Forced Criminality�

aE 6han +uman 5ights )oundation� Trapped in Hell.

ac 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� 
Guidance on responding to victims�

Automati]ed tools have also Eeen used to create 
deceptive MoE advertisements mostl\ promoted 
through messaging apps and social media� 6ome 
advertisements have fraudulentl\ used the names� 
logos and other Eranding of existing and legitimate 
companies to lure victims�ad

6ome recruitment is also conducted face-to-face or 
through estaElished recruitment agencies used for 
legitimate emplo\ment in the past� &ases of recruit-
ment agencies Eased in the 0iddle (ast had Eeen 
reportedl\ paid approximatel\ 86' в�еаа E\ the orga-
ni]ed crime group for each recruitment�ae

6ome victims that were exploited in scam centres in 
6outheast Asia reported transiting the 0iddle (ast 
after recruitment for an ,7 training�af :hile these vic-
tims finall\ reached the scam compounds in 
6outheast Asia� the\ reported that some of their 
fellow trainees were destined to scam compounds 
Eased in the countries of the *ulf &ooperation 
&ouncil�ag

:hile most criminal groups in the *olden 7rian-
gle focus on the manufacturing of s\nthetic 
drugs� particularl\ methamphetamine� other 
t\pes of illicit activities include online ΋nancial 
scams� wildlife trafficking� illegal resource 
extraction� trafficking in persons and mon-
e\-laundering�ah :ithin the same compounds for 
instance� there is evidence of people Eeing traf-
΋cked for the purpose of forced laEour� in order 
to provide cleaning or cooking services� or for 
the purpose of sexual exploitation�ai

Confined and in fear

:hile in trafficking in persons deception is mostl\ 
used at the recruitment stage� other means of con-
trol are t\picall\ emplo\ed during the exploitation 
phase� 

9ictims of trafficking for forced criminalit\ into scam 
centres in 6outheast Asia are con΋ned in armed com-
pounds� which t\picall\ include Eoth dormitories and 
office space� 9ictimsȆ movements are limited E\ metal 
Ears on windows and Ealconies� high fences� and 

ad 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� 
Guidance on responding to victims�

ae 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� 
Guidance on responding to victims� +umanit\ 5esearch &on-
sultanc\� ȉ&\Eerslaver\ in the scamming compoundsȊ� +5& 
Eriefing ������� AvailaEle at� https���humanit\-consultanc\�
com�wp-content�uploads���������+5&-%riefingB&\Eer-6lav-
er\-in-the-6camming-&ompounds�pdf

af 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud.

ag ,Eid�

ah 812'&� World Drug Report 2024�

ai 6han +uman 5ights )oundation� Trapped in Hell�
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securit\ staΊ positioned at the Euilding entrance�
exit� 7heir screens are linked to a central screen so 
that their online activities are alwa\s monitored�aM

&oercive methods ma\ start upon arrival� or when 
the victims refuse to commit the scams� 9ictims are 
controlled through isolation and restriction of move-
ment� con΋scation of personal documents and 
moEile phone� threats� and deEt Eonding�ak

7he ΋rst method to control the victims is the deEt 
Eondage scheme� and the victims are asked to pa\ 
Eack the mone\ ȉinvestedȊ E\ the emplo\er�orga-
ni]ed crime group in their travel and training� 9ictims 
are also suEMect to long working hours and unrealistic 
sales targets� ,t Eecomes impossiEle for the victims 
to repa\ the initial deEt which increases with time� 
often compounded E\ ΋nes for violations� ,n some 
cases� such deEts Eecome the Easis of demands for 
ransom�al 5escued victims have reported that ran-
soms ma\ range from 86'г�ааа to 86'га�ааа and 
seem to have increased since the Eeginning of вавг� 
,n most cases� when the famil\ pa\s the ransom the 
victim is released� Eut victimsȆ testimonies also 
included cases in which the victims was then forced 
to continue working in the compound�am

7hreats are also widel\ used as a means to traffic 
and exploit victims� 2rgani]ed crime groups report-
edl\ threatened victims with harming their famil\ 
and friends or with selling them into sexual exploita-
tion� for organ removal� or to another scam compound 
in case of underperformance�an

5escued victims also reported having suΊered from 
ph\sical and sexual violence�ao &ruel� inhuman and 
degrading treatment or punishment� arEitrar\ deten-
tion� torture� sexual aEuse and sexual exploitation 
are used as control mechanisms�ap Access to medical 
care is limited� and living conditions can Ee cramped 
and unsanitar\�aT

aM 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� 
Guidance on responding to victims� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsul-
tanc\� ȉ&\Eerslaver\ in the scamming compounds�Ȋ

ak 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� 
Guidance on responding to victims in forced scam labour ������� 
+umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� ȉ&\Eerslaver\ in the scam-
ming compoundsȊ�

al ,Eid�

am 2+&+5� &ommittee on the 5ights of the &hild� &oncluding 
2Eservations on &amEodia ������� 6han +uman 5ights )oun-
dation� Trapped in Hell.

an 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsultanc\� 
Guidance on responding to victims� +umanit\ 5esearch &onsul-
tanc\� ȉ&\Eerslaver\ in the scamming compoundsȊ�

ao 6han +uman 5ights )oundation� Trapped in Hell� 

ap ,Eid� 

aT ,Eid�

Set-up to fraud globally

9ictims that are trapped into forced scams are asked 
to ΋nd and recruit potential new victims through 
interaction with social media users and make a cer-
tain numEer of ȅfriendsȆ each da\� 7hese potential 
victims are targeted E\ using data Eought and sold 
on various weE platforms�ar (staElished online friends 
are then enticed into various activities that will result 
in their ΋nancial loss through illegal online gamEling 
or fraudulent investments and other things� 9ictimsȆ 
testimonies report that scam victims are generall\ 
approached with oΊers of small pro΋t opportunities� 
such as Eu\ing and selling of cr\ptocurrenc\� per-
spective of online gaming� or romantic encounters� 
)ake weEsites are Euilt to showcase fraudulent data 
showing the pro΋t opportunities for the scam victims� 
who ma\ even receive small amounts of mone\ at 
the Eeginning to strengthen their trust� 6everal weeks 
or months are often needed to Euild a trusted rela-
tionship with the victim�as 5ecent reports also 
highlighted the rising use and adoption of arti΋cial 
intelligence �A,� technologies in scamming operations� 
*enerative A, has Eeen using to create phishing mes-
sages in multiple languages� chatEots are used to 
engage and manipulate victims� and deepfakes are 
used to E\pass .<& �know \our clients� securit\ 
checks� )urther� it has Eeen reported that pol\mor-
phic malware capaEle of evading securit\ software 
to identif\ ideal targets has Eeen used E\ scammers 
and organi]ed crime�at

ar 812'&� Casinos, cyber fraud.

as 2+&+5� &ommittee on the 5ights of the &hild� &oncluding 
2Eservations on &amEodia ������� 

at 812'&� Transnational Organized Crime�
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Voices from civil society; protecting the victims, assisting the survivors 

The initiative

1on-governmental and civil societ\ organi]ations 
�1*2s and &62s� are at the forefront of eΊorts to 
protect and assist victims of trafficking in persons 
around the world� )or its вавд edition� the *loEal 
5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons has collected opin-
ions and views of civil societ\ to gain a clearer insight 
into the needs of trafficking victims�

a %etween -ul\ ���� and 0arch ����� the 812'& 5esearch 
and Anal\sis %ranch� in cooperation with the 812'& &ivil 
6ociet\ 8nit� the 81 7rust )und for 9ictims of 7rafficking� and 
the 812'& +uman 7rafficking and 6muggling of 0igrants 
6ection� conducted an online surve\ to assess the challenges 
of anti-trafficking responses from the perspective of 1*2s 
working with victims of trafficking� 0emEers of civil societ\ 
active within 812'& anti-trafficking networks were invited 
to respond to an online surve\� �� people working for 
anti-trafficking organi]ations in �� countries in Africa� Asia� 
(urope� and the Americas answered the surve\� with a higher 
concentration of respondents in 1orth America ��� per cent� 
������� 0itigation measures were taken in the data anal\sis 
phase to account for the higher proportion of respondents 
from 1orth America� Among the surve\ respondents� �� 
were women� �� men� one preferred not to answer and one 
reported other identit\� 1ine persons had lived experience of 
Eeing trafficked� 7he surve\ results were anal\sed through a 
mixed-methods approach drawing on Tualitative and Tuan-
titative techniTues� 5esults are indicative onl\ and despite 
Eeing generali]aEle� the\ are not representative of the expe-
rience of the whole population of victims of trafficking� :hile 
the surve\ achieved almost gloEal coverage� it did not receive 
an\ responses from (ast Asia and the 3acific� and nearl\ �� 
percent of the respondents were Eased in 1orth America� 7he 
results have Eeen anal\sed using relevant literature to trian-
gulate emerging findings and account for the geographical 
distriEution of respondents�

%etween -ul\ вавг and 0arch вавд� memEers of civil 
societ\ active within 812'& anti-trafficking networks 
were invited to respond to an online surve\� A total 
of из people working for anti-trafficking organi]ations 
in гз countries in Africa� Asia� (urope� and the Amer-
icas completed the surve\�a 

E 5espondents were asked to rank the answer options from the 
most ��� to the least ��� needed� answers were as follows� 

��� 0edical assistance   ��� 5eintegration services   ��� /egal 
support   ��� &hild protection   ��� 5epatriation services   �� 
2ther   �� /anguage course   �� 3refer not to sa\   �� , do not 
know   �� 

��� 0edical assistance   ��� 5eintegration services   ��� /egal 
support   ��� &hild protection   ��� 5epatriation services   �� 
2ther   �� /anguage course  �� 3refer not to sa\   �� , do not 
know   �� 

��� 0edical assistance   ��� 5eintegration services   ��� /egal 
support   ��� &hild protection   ��� 5epatriation services   �� 
2ther   �� /anguage course  �� 3refer not to sa\   �� , do not 
know   �� 

��� 0edical assistance   �� 5eintegration services   ��� /egal 
support   ��� &hild protection   ��� 5epatriation services   �� 
2ther   �� /anguage course   �� 3refer not to sa\   �� , do not 
know   �� 

��� 0edical assistance   �� 5eintegration services   ��� /egal 
support   �� &hild protection   ��� 5epatriation services   ��� 
2ther   �� /anguage course   ��� 3refer not to sa\   �� , do 
not know   �� 

N*2s AND CS2s 2N T+E T2P-),9E M2ST NEEDED SE59,CES )25
9,CT,MS 2) T5A)),C.,N* 

6ource� 812'& 1*2 6urve\�
Note: 85 respondents answered the question “In your experience, what are the five services most needed for victims of trafficking, after being trafficked?” by 
ranking a closed set of categoriesb

54321

TOP-FIVE SERVICES
most needed for victims of trafficking

1 2 3 4 5

Medical 
assistance
including 

mental health

Legal 
support

Reintegration 
services

 training and income 
support

Child 
protection

Repatriation 
services

TOP-FIVE SERVICES
most needed for victims of trafficking

Medical 
assistance
including 

mental health

Legal 
support

Reintegration 
services

 training and 
income support

Child 
protection

Repatriation 
services
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Views of civil society organizations on some of the challenges of crime prevention 

NGOs and CSOs key suggestions on how to improve the ability of victims to report the crime and 
press charges against the trafficker

6ource� 812'& 1*2 6urve\�

NGOs and CSOs suggestions
on improving the chances 
of victims reporting to law 

enforcement

Application of the non-punishment principle for victims of trafficking

5ecognition of the victimsȆ status not dependent on the willingness
to report the crime

3resence of 1*2s�independent actors while reporting to
law enforcement

1o risk of forced repatriation for victims of trafficking� voluntar\
and compensated repatriation pathwa\s

6afe and anon\mous reporting lines for victims of trafficking

Misinformation 

7he organi]ations surve\ed perceive misinformation� 
particularl\ through awareness raising campaigns� 
as one of the ke\ challenges in tackling trafficking in 
persons� According to the respondents� information 
campaigns ma\ fail in their crime prevention pur-
poses� while reiterating instead stereot\ped images 
of victims and traffickers�c 2ne 1*2 from 1orth 
America� for instance� points out that child trafficking 
campaigns have t\picall\ failed to inform the puElic 
aEout the fact that children are often trafficked E\ 
famil\ memEers or known acTuaintances� shifting 
puElic perception of the t\pical perpetrators towards 
the ideal image of a stranger� A person with lived 
experience from the same region oEserves that Eo\s 
and men victims are still invisiEle� +e reports how 
Eo\s and men are often stigmati]ed for their conduct 
during exploitation� rarel\ recogni]ed as victims of 
trafficking� and prevented from accessing protection 
services�

Criminalization of the victims

Application of the non-punishment principle�d access 
to legal channels for migration and residence 
permits�e emerge among the ke\ normative 

c Am\ )arrell 	 5eEecca 3feffer� ȉ3olicing +uman 7rafficking� 
&ultural %linders and 2rgani]ational %arriersȊ� ��� A11A/6 
A0�A&A'�32/�	62&�6&,� ��� ��ȁ�� ������� ( 2Ȇ%rien and + 
%erents� ȉ9irtual 6aviours� 'igital games and anti-trafficking 
awareness-raisingȊ� Anti-Trafficking Review� issue ��� ����� pp� 
��-��� https���doi�org����������atr�����������

d 7he ,nter-Agenc\ &oordination *roup against 7rafficking 
in 3ersons �,&A7�� 1on-punishment of 9ictims of 7raffick-
ing� ,ssue Erief 1o� �� https���www�unodc�org�documents�
human-trafficking�,&A7���-�����B,&A7B,ssueB%riefB�B(Eook�
pdf�

e Article ��� of the 8nited 1ations 3rotocol on 7rafficking in 
3ersons reads� “In addition to taking measures pursuant to 
article 6 of this Protocol, each State Party shall consider adopting 
legislative or other appropriate measures that permit victims of 

developments that &62s Eelieve can help to prevent 
the crime and protect victims�f

'espite clear international oEligations to protect 
victims and a commitment to not consider them as 
criminals� most of the interviewed 1*2s oEserve 
that victims of trafficking are in practice often 
criminali]ed for their illicit conduct� 7heir assessment 
corroEorates the evidence gathered E\ academic and 
81 reports stating that victims are often arrested 
and criminali]ed for illicit conduct linked to their 
trafficking experience�g 7he protection and non-
criminali]ation of trafficked victims is particularl\ 
relevant for those victims that are exploited for forced 
criminalit\ where victims are forced to engage in 
illegal activities� AEout и per cent of the victims 
detected gloEall\ in вавв were trafficked for the 
purpose of exploitation in criminal activities� 'etected 
cases have increased steadil\ in recent \ears� 
signaling a potential uptick in this form of trafficking 
in persons�h

trafficking in persons to remain in its territory, temporarily or 
permanently, in appropriate cases.”

f 7he 8nited 1ations 7rafficking in 3ersons 3rotocol particu-
larl\ urges 6tates 3arties to ȉconsider adopting legislative or 
other appropriate measures that permit victims of trafficking 
in persons to remain in >their@ territor>ies@� temporaril\ or 
permanentl\� in appropriate cases�Ȋ 6ee 3rotocol to 3revent� 
6uppress and 3unish 7rafficking in 3ersons (speciall\ :omen 
and &hildren� supplementing the 8nited 1ations &onvention 
against 7ransnational 2rgani]ed &rime� *A�5(6������� art ���� 
�������

g 812'&� ȉ)emale 9ictims of 7rafficking for 6exual (xploitation 
as 'efendants� A &ase law Anal\sisȊ� -ulia (inEond� .aitl\n 
=edalis and +anni 6toklosa� ȉA &ase of 0istaken ,dentit\� 7he 
&riminali]ation of 9ictims of /aEor 7rafficking E\ )orced &rim-
inalit\�Ȋ Criminal Law Bulletin� vol ��� no �� ����� pp� ��-��� 
Am\ )arrell and others� ȉ)ailing 9ictims" &hallenges of the 
3olice 5esponse to +uman 7raffickingȊ� Criminology & Public 
Policy� 9ol� �� issue �� ��� �������

h 8nited 1ations� 1on-punishment and non-prosecution of 
victims of trafficking in persons� administrative and Mudicial 
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&onversel\� access to ΋nancial compensation� volun-
tar\ and compensated repatriation options and the 
presence of civil societ\ actors facilitating interactions 
with law enforcement authorities are� in the views of 
&62s and 1*2s� factors t\picall\ increasing reporting 
rates� 

Inequality and marginalization

Article й� paragraph д of the 8nited 1ations 7raffick-
ing in 3ersons 3rotocol reTuires that ȉ6tates 3arties 
shall >���@ alleviate the factors that make persons� 
especiall\ women and children� vulneraEle to traf-
΋cking� such as povert\� underdevelopment and lack 
of eTual opportunit\�Ȋ (conomic determinants are 
freTuentl\ cited among the most important risk fac-
tors aΊecting victimsȆ susceptiEilit\ to trafficking in 
persons and ȉaEuse of a position of vulneraEilit\Ȋ is 
one of the means listed in the de΋nition of traffick-
ing� &ourt cases have shown that the maMorit\ of 
victims were in a condition of economic need at the 
time of recruitment� often characteri]ed E\ an inaEil-
it\ to meet Easic needs� such as food� shelter and 
healthcare�i

6imilar to the ΋ndings from academic research� civil 
societ\ considers trafficking in persons to Ee rooted 
in povert\� gender ineTualit\� discrimination� and the 
d\namics of marginali]ation�M :hen asked what is 
needed to Eetter protect people from Eeing traf-
΋cked� interviewed civil societ\ stressed the urgenc\ 
to tackle the root causes of vulneraEilit\ and promote 
more eTual societies�k

approaches to offences committed in the process of such 
trafficking� %ackground paper prepared E\ the 6ecretariat� 
:orking *roup on 7rafficking in 3ersons �9ienna� ��-�� -anu-
ar\ ������ Am\ )arrell and others� ȉ)ailing 9ictims" &hallenges 
of the 3olice 5esponse to +uman 7raffickingȊ� Criminology & 
Public Policy� 9ol� �� issue �� ��� �������

i 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020.

M 7he ,nter-Agenc\ &oordination *roup against 7rafficking in 
3ersons �,&A7�� 7he 5ole of the 6ustainaEle 'evelopment 
*oals in &omEating 7rafficking in 3ersons� ,ssue Erief 1o� ��

k 7rafficking in persons is specificall\ mentioned in three tar-
gets under three 6ustainaEle 'evelopment *oals �6'*� relat-
ing to Mustice and strong institutions� access to decent work 
and housing and gender eTualit\ ȁ all of which are directl\ 
related to the prevention and protection of potential and 
actual victims� 6'*s � �*ender (Tualit\�� � �'ecent :ork and 
(conomic *rowth� and �� �3eace -ustice and 6trong ,nstitu-
tions� specificall\ mention trafficking in persons� )urther� the 
8nited 1ations 7rafficking in 3ersons 3rotocol urges 6tates 
3arties to adopt protection measures for victims of trafficking 
ȁ including access to appropriate housing� medical� ps\choso-
cial and legal support and emplo\ment opportunities ȁ and to 
address underl\ing factors that create vulneraEilit\� 6ee� 3ro-
tocol to 3revent� 6uppress and 3unish 7rafficking in 3ersons 
(speciall\ :omen and &hildren� supplementing the 8nited 
1ations &onvention against 7ransnational 2rgani]ed &rime� 
*A�5(6������� art ���� �������

Civil society organizations’ experience in 
protecting victims

Awareness of victims’ rights 

*reater awareness of victimsȆ rights and the mea-
sures adopted to ensure these rights can protect 
people from coming under the control of traffickers� 
6imilarl\� recent academic studies have argued that 
such awareness activel\ prevents the normali]ation 
of workersȆ exploitation and allows victims to Euild 
social connections outside of the trafficking space�l

6lightl\ more than жа per cent of interviewed prac-
titioners from civil societ\ organi]ations agree with 
the idea that most victims are not aware of the rights 
granted E\ their status in certain Murisdictions�

Practical information on how to identify
and rescue victims

According to 812'& research� onl\ aEout й per cent 
of the cases of trafficking come to the attention
of authorities as a result of an action E\ the 
communit\�m

1*2s and &62s� on the issue of the importance of 
information campaigns� also add that the\ are onl\ 
eΊective where trustworth\ and functioning services 
are availaEle to victims of trafficking� ,n their experi-
ence� when such services are unavailaEle� information 
campaigns have limited impact on the anti-trafficking 
response and can even negativel\ aΊect trust in puElic 
authorities� 7heir concerns echo emerging ΋ndings 
in the anti-trafficking literature� signaling that the 
most sensiti]ed memEers of the communit\ ma\ Ee 
the most reluctant to report a potential case of traf-
΋cking� due to concerns aEout the adeTuac\ of 
support for victims and the risk of criminali]ation�n

:hen speci΋call\ asked aEout s\stems that can sup-
port victims to exit exploitation� &62s mention the 
valuaEle role of hotlines� 7he\ stressed� however� the 
need to ensure that such hotlines can provide mul-
tilingual services� and guide and refer victims towards 
trustworth\ and accessiEle services� 

Exposure of civil society and NGOs to retaliation

&onsistentl\ over the \ears� the *loEal 5eport has 
shown how organi]ed crime groups involved in traf-
΋cking in persons are aEle to traffic ever greater 
numEers of people� for longer times� in more violent 
manners� 0an\ 1*2 workers and survivors surve\ed 
�гй out of иж� live in fear of retaliation of organi]ed 
crime groups and other actors with stakes in 

l . 6harapov� 6 +off and % *erasimov� ȉ(ditorial� .nowledge is 
3ower� ,gnorance is %liss� 3uElic perceptions and responses 
to human traffickingȊ� Anti-Trafficking Review� issue ��� ����� 
pp� �-��� https���doi� org����������atr�����������

m 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2022� 

n - %irks and A *ardner� ȉ,ntroducing the 6lave 1ext 'oorȊ� 
Anti-Trafficking Review� issue ��� ����� pp� ��-��� https���doi�
org����������atr�����������

Voices from civil society; protecting the victims, assisting the survivors
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trafficking� ,n total� ве respondents mentioned ȉsecu-
rit\Ȋ among their most pressing non-΋nancial needs 
and гй said that the\ need help to keep safe from 
retaliation of organi]ed criminal groups and other 
actors� 7he lack of access to safe and anon\mous 
wa\s to assist prosecution can Ee a strong deterrent 
to reporting the crime�

Experience on victim re/integration

Victims’ needs

7he 8nited 1ations 7rafficking in 3ersons 3rotocol 
urges 6tates 3arties to adopt protection measures 
for victims of trafficking ȁ including access to appro-
priate housing� medical� ps\chosocial and legal 
support and emplo\ment opportunities ȁ and to 
address the underl\ing factors that create or exac-
erEate vulneraEilit\�o

According to the ие interviewed practitioners� the 
top ΋ve services most needed E\ victims of trafficking 
when exiting exploitation are� 
i. provision of medical assistance� especiall\ 

counselling� mental health services� drug 
treatment� and ps\chosocial support for all 
victims� 

ii. reintegration services focusing on economic 
empowerment� compensation and income 
support� income support� MoE placement� 
education and vocational training� 

iii. �free� legal support securing access to rights� 
iv. child protection services� 
v. and voluntar\ and compensated repatriation 

services�
:hen asked to descriEe the t\pe of services needed� 
the answers of &62s concentrate on the need to 
ensure eΊective services to all victims� 7he\ note that 
when availaEle� services rarel\ come free of charge 
and ma\ not Ee aΊordaEle for victims at the time 
when the\ are most needed� 3rovision of free legal 
support was especiall\ mentioned as an essential 
service that is too often lacking�p

1*2s point to the lack of shelter or aΊordaEle hous-
ing as Eeing among the main Earriers for victims to 
exit exploitation� 

5espondents from diΊerent regions emphasi]e the 
importance of ensuring access to a safe shelter for 
rescued victims� 6ome specif\ that shelters should 
accommodate all t\pes of victims regardless of their 

o 3rotocol to 3revent� 6uppress and 3unish 7rafficking in 3er-
sons (speciall\ :omen and &hildren� supplementing the 
8nited 1ations &onvention against 7ransnational 2rgani]ed 
&rime� *A�5(6������� art ���� �������

p -ulia (inEond� .aitl\n =edalis and +anni 6toklosa� ȉA &ase 
of 0istaken ,dentit\� 7he &riminali]ation of 9ictims of /aEor 
7rafficking E\ )orced &riminalit\�Ȋ Criminal Law Bulletin� vol ��� 
no �� ����� pp ��-��� 

pro΋le� such as age� sex or form of exploitation� while 
also providing dedicated services for certain catego-
ries such as people affected E\ suEstance-use 
disorders or living with dependent children� 

The risk of revictimization

)or man\ victims� exiting trafficking situations means 
the simultaneous loss of accommodation and income� 
which in most settings represents a life-threatening 
risk� ,n order to Ee successful� respondents add� 
anti-trafficking initiatives need to provide viaEle alter-
natives to exploitation E\� and dependence on� 
traffickers� ,f sustainaEle solutions are not provided 
to victims� there is the risk that the\ fall victim again� 

:hen asked to report on the revictimi]ation rate� 
most &62 memEers did not know how man\ of the 
victims the\ had supported ended up Eeing trafficked 
or exploited more than once in their life �гз per cent 
or гв�из�� 

+ow many victims supported by you�your 
organization, were trafficked or exploited more 
than once in their life" 

6ource� 812'& 1*2 6urve\� Eased on из answers�

What are your organizationȆs most pressing non- 
financial needs to support victims of trafficking" 

6ource� 812'& 1*2 6urve\� Eased on из answers�

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

0ore staΊ

Training

Facilities and shelters

Formal protocols and standard operating procedures

IT/software

Security

Other

Pefer not to say

100%

37%

23%

4%

22%

I do not know
Zero, none of them was
re-trafficked 
Around a third of the victims
had at least a new experience
of trafficking
More than a third
Prefer not to say

14%
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The ECOWAS Commission’s initiatives in addressing the lack of data on trafficking 
in persons 

Contribution from the ECOWAS Commission Directorate of Humanitarian and Social Affairs

:ithin the last two decades� (&2:A6 has scaled up 
eΊorts to improve the availaEilit\ of information and 
data on trafficking in persons in the region� ,n вааз� 
the 1etwork of 1ational 7rafficking in 3ersons �7,3� 
)ocal ,nstitutions� and the Annual 5eview of ,mple-
mentation of the (&2:A6 3lans of Action to &omEat 
7rafficking was instituted E\ the (&2:A6 7,3 8nit as 
an annual Όagship report� Eased on annual reporting 
E\ 0emEer 6tates� and as a peer review mechanism� 
7his results from a ΋rst legal assessment conducted 
E\ the (&2:A6 7,3 8nit of 0emEer 6tates legislation 
in ваае�вааж� 

7he ΋rst (&2:A6 Annual 6\nthesis 5eport �A65� on 
trafficking in persons was issued in вааи� Eased on 
a reporting template aligned with the (&2:A6 3lan 
of Action to &omEat 7rafficking in 3ersons� 0ore 
recentl\� further cross referencing and triangulation 
have Eecome a feature of the A65� 7he A65s are a 
tool enaEling (&2:A6 0emEer 6tates to determine 
the levels of compliance of their respective legal� 
polic\ and institutional frameworks with the (&2:A6 
3lan of Action� 7he\ also serve as a Earometer for 
determining progress achieved and challenges 
encountered operationall\ in comEatting human traf-
΋cking� including levels of arrests� prosecutions and 
convictions and victims rescued� 

7he Annual 5eview 0eeting �A50� is the institutional 
platform for consideration and validation of the A65 
and supports experience sharing� planning and iden-
ti΋cation of priorities in (&2:A6 0emEer 6tates� 7he 
A65 has Eeen compiled continuousl\ since вааи with 
the latest report adopted E\ 0emEer 6tates 7,3 )ocal 
,nstitutions in Accra *hana in вавг with reports suE-
mitted E\ the бе 0emEer 6tates� At the Accra meeting� 
0emEer 6tates also agreed to extend the current 
(&2:A6 3lan of Action �вабй to вавг� until вавз� 

7he A65 lies at the centre of the coordination man-
date of (&2:A6 and intervention programmes 
devised in (&2:A6 countries have Eeen informed 
E\ this anal\sis for close to two decades� with a maMor-
it\ of ke\ intervention initiatives Eased on the output 
of this process� 7he A65 serves also as an important 
advocac\ tool and for the provision of targeted tech-
nical support� 7he reporting template has since Eeen 
upgraded in ваби and used E\ memEer states to 
reΌect on contemporar\ and new developments and 
serves as a programmatic tool to address gaps the\ 
have identi΋ed in the respective countries� 

&urrentl\� the 7rafficking in 3ersons 3rogram of 
(&2:A6 has expanded its approach to human traf-
΋cking in recognition of the complex linkage of 

trafficking in persons with related forms of violence 
against persons who might Ee especiall\ vulneraEle 
to victimi]ation� including women� children� disaEled 
persons� vulneraEle migrants and the elderl\� 7he 
A65 collects information on possiEle precursor 
oΊences and events and results of human trafficking 
as well as victimi]ation which occurs within the same 
context� 7hese might Ee oΊences constituting sexual 
and gender-Eased violence� domestic violence� vio-
lence against children� etc� 

7his is part of (&2:A6Ȇ Eroader approach to 7,3� 
ȅ7rafficking in 3ersons 3lusȆ� responding to the phe-
nomenon of human trafficking as a part of a larger 
complex set of vulneraEilities and victimi]ation� 
5esponding to associated or related crimes and vic-
timi]ation is especiall\ important from the :est 
African perspective� where institutions and services 
remain generall\ weak�

2ne of the deliveraEles of the 7,3 component of 
the 3roMect is the development of a 5egional 
&rime Against the 3erson 3revention 3olic\ �5&A333� 
providing further clari΋cation and concrete imple-
mentation measures for the (&2:A6 7,3 3lus �7,3�� 
approach� 7he 5&A333 limits itself to crimes with 
clear linkages with 7,3 and also responds to common 
indicators of vulneraEilit\ to 7,3 and related oΊences� 
dealing with gender-Eased violence� oΊences that 
could Ee connected with irregular migration and 
related issues� 7he approach is also focused on risk 
factors that move vulneraEle persons closer to laEour 
and sexual exploitation and emplo\s a proactive� 
ȅMoined upȆ strateg\�
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(vidence from ,ndiaȊ� Journal of Comparative Economics� vol� 
��� no� �� ������� .athleen %eegle� 5aMeev +� 'eheMia 	 and 
5oEerta *atti� ȉ&hild laEor and agricultural shocksȊ� Journal of 
Development Economics� vol� ��� 1o� �� ������� 6oo 1am� 
ȉ&hild /aEor in /atin AmericaȊ� Law and Business Review of the 
Americas� vol� ��� no� � �������

�� A�+5&�������Add��� 7an]ania� 0inistr\ of +ealth� &ommunit\ 
'evelopment� *ender� (lderl\ and &hildren, National Survey 
on the Drivers and Consequences of Child Marriage in Tanzania� 
�'ar (s 6alaam� ������ 

�� 81,&() 0ultiple ,ndicator &luster 6urve\s �0,&6�� availaEle at 
https���mics�unicef�org� �Accessed on �� -ul\ ������ 

�� 7he 8nited 1ations 7rafficking in 3ersons 3rotocol explicitl\ 
includes the purpose of exploitation for slaver\-like practices 
as a form of trafficking in persons� 7he 6upplementar\ 
&onvention on the AEolition of 6laver\� the 6lave 7rade� and 
,nstitutions and 3ractices 6imilar to 6laver\ defines the 
practice of ȉa woman� without the right to refuse� is 
promised or given in marriage on pa\ment of a 
consideration in mone\ or in kind to her parents� guardian� 
famil\ or an\ other person or groupȊ as a slaver\-like 
practice� 7his includes earl\ and forced marriages as part of 
the trafficking phenomenon� 6ee 6upplementar\ &onvention 
on the AEolition of 6laver\� the 6lave 7rade� and ,nstitutions 
and 3ractices 6imilar to 6laver\� ����� *A�������� p� ��� para 
��� A�+5&�������Add��� 7an]ania� 0inistr\ of +ealth� 
&ommunit\ 'evelopment� *ender (lderl\ and &hildren� 
National Survey on the Drivers and Consequences of Child 
Marriage in Tanzania� �'ar es 6alaam� ������

�� 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 0igrants� Migrant 
Smuggling to Morocco and the Western Mediterranean� �st ed� 
�'ecemEer ������ 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 
0igrants� West Africa, North Africa and the Central 
Mediterranean� �0a\ ������

�� ,20� Missing Migrants, tracking deaths along migratory routes,
�August ������ 812'& 2Eservator\ on 6muggling of 
0igrants� Migrant Smuggling to Morocco and the Western 
Mediterranean� �st ed� �'ecemEer ������ 812'& 2Eservator\ 
on 6muggling of 0igrants� West Africa, North Africa and the 
Central Mediterranean� �0a\ ������

�� /etter dated � August ���� from the 3anel of (xperts 
estaElished pursuant to resolution ���� ������ on 0ali 
addressed to the 3resident of the 6ecurit\ &ouncil� � August 
���� �6�����������

�� )ree the 6laves� From Illegal Migration to Human Trafficking: 
Dangerous Journeys Across the Horn of Africa and the Arabian 
Peninsula �2ctoEer ������ ,t is noted that� upon reaching 
<emen� migrants are met and captured E\ traffickers who 
pa\ a fee to the smugglers to ȉEu\Ȋ them and later exploit 
them for their own gain�

�� ,20� Migration Along the Eastern Corridor� �5eport ��� �� 
August ������ availaEle at https���dtm�iom�int�reports�
migration-along-eastern-corridor-Mul\-����� ,n the first six 
months of ���� alone� ������ migrants arrived in <emen 
from the +orn of Africa� All migrants reported that their 
intended destination was 6audi AraEia� 

�� ,20� Flow Monitoring Points: Migrant Arrivals and Yemeni 
Returns from Saudi Arabia in December 2019� �-anuar\ ������ 

� 8nited 1ations� 3opulation 'ivision 'ata 3ortal� AvailaEle at� 
https���population�un�org�dataportal�home"df ���c����-
�cE�-��ce-�a�f-�E�a��daf��� �accessed on �� -ul\ ������ 

� ,Eid�

� 8nited 1ations 'epartment of (conomic and 6ocial Affairs� 
3opulation 'ivision� World Population Prospects 2022: 
Summary of Results. �8nited 1ations puElication� 81 '(6A�
323������75�12� ��� ������

� According to the 81 (nvironment 3rogramme �81(3�� of the 
worldȆs resources� Africa contains� mineral reserves ȁ around 
�� per cent� natural gas ȁ � per cent� oil reserves ȁ �� per 
cent� gold ȁ �� per cent� chromium and platinum ȁ nearl\ �� 
per cent� ,n addition� it holds the worldȆs largest reserves of 
coEalt� diamonds� platinum and uranium� 6ee� 7he 
&onservation 0onitoring &entre �81(3-:&0&�� AvailaEle at 
https���www�unep�org�� 81(3� 7he :orld (nvironment 
6ituation 5oom� AvailaEle at https���wesr�unep�org� �accessed 
on �� -ul\ ������ 81(3� 6trata 'ataEase� AvailaEle at https���
unepstrata�org� �accessed on �� -ul\ ������

� 81(3� 6trata 'ataEase� 

� 6ee 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020� p� 
��� 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2022� p� 
���

� 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2022� p� ���

� ,Eid�

� 6ee 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2018� 
�8nited 1ations puElication� 6ales 1o� (����,9����� pp� ��-���

�� https���data�worldEank�org�indicator�1<�*'3�3&A3�
33�&'"locations =*-=4-=--=�-�6�

�� 6ee 81&+5 data end of ���� at https���www�unhcr�org�
refugee-statistics�

�� &hildren and armed conflict ȁ 5eport of the 6ecretar\-
*eneral �A�������-6����������� � -une �����

�� )ood and Agriculture 2rgani]ation �)A2�� Climate change and 
food insecurity: risks and responses� �5ome� ������

�� A�+5&�������Add��� 5eport of the 6pecial 5apporteur on 
trafficking in persons� especiall\ women and children� -o\ 
1go]i (]eilo� p�� A�+5&�������Add� 5eport of 6pecial 
5apporteur on trafficking in persons� especiall\ women and 
children� ����� p��� A�+5&�������Add��� 5eport of the 6pecial 
5apporteur on contemporar\ forms of slaver\� including its 
causes and conseTuences� 8rmila %hoola� ����� pp� ��-���

�� 2Eed Adonteng-.issi� ȉ3arental 3erceptions of the 1ature of 
&hild /aEour in 5ural and 8rEan *hana� &ultural 9ersus 
(conomic 1ecessit\Ȋ� Child Care in Practice� 9ol� ��� 1o� �� 
�AEingdon� 5outledge��

�� ,nternational /aEour 2rgani]ation� Brick by Brick: 
Environment, Human Labour & Animal Welfare: Unveiling the 
Full Picture of South Asia’s Brick Kiln industry and Building the 
Blocks for Change �*eneva� ������ p� ��� *eorge 
3sacharopoulos� ȉ&hild laEor versus educational attainment� 
6ome evidence from /atin AmericaȊ� Journal of Population 
Economics� vol� �� ������� 1idhi\a 0enon and <ana van der 
0eulen 5odgers� ȉ&hild /aEor and the 0inimum :age� 
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�0arch ������ *iulia &asentini� ȉ&omEating &hild 7rafficking 
in the &ocoa ,ndustr\ and 2ther 9ulneraEle 6ectors in *hana 
and &¶te dȆ,voireȊ� INTERPOL/IOM Akoma Project� ������� 
9erite� ȉAssessment of )orced /aEor 5isk in the &ocoa 6ector 
of &¶te dȆ,voireȊ� �)eEruar\ ������ *enevieve /e%aron� ȉ7he 
*loEal %usiness of )orced /aEour� 5eport of )indingsȊ� �63(5, 
and 8niversit\ of 6heffield� ������ and 816&� )inal 5eport of 
the 81 *roup of (xperts on 0ali� in accordance with 
paragraph � of resolution ���� ������ pursuant to 6ecurit\ 
&ouncil resolution ���� ������ and extended E\ 6ecurit\ 
&ouncil resolution ���� ������� � August ����� Alice )ereda\� 
ȉ/aEour-trafficking in A6*0� Assessing risks in the 6ahara-
6ahel goldfieldsȊ� ECOWAS Commission, �-une ������

�� 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 6outh 
Africa� &ase ���� 6outh Africa� &ase ���� 6outh Africa� &ase 
���� 6outh Africa� &ase ���� 1iger �the�� &ase ���� &ote 
dȆ,voire� &ase ���� *hana� &ase ���� 7he *amEia� 

�� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 1iger� 
&ase ���� 1amiEia� &ase ���� 1amiEia� &ase ���� 1amiEia� 
&ase ���� 1amiEia� &ase ���� 1amiEia� &ase ���� 6outh 
Africa� &ase ���� 6outh Africa� &ase ���� 6outh Africa� &ase 
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8niversit\ of *eorgia� Athens� *A� 86A� ������ 2kech� '� 
and others� ȉ&hild 7rafficking and &hild /aEor in *uinea� A 
0ixed-0ethods 6tud\� &enter for +uman 7rafficking 
5esearch 	 2utreachȊ� �8niversit\ of *eorgia� Athens� *A� 
86A� ������ 2kech� '� and others� ȉ&hild 7rafficking and the 
:orst )orms of &hild /aEor in .amEia� 6ierra /eone� A 
0ixed 0ethods 6tud\Ȋ� �&enter for +uman 7rafficking 
5esearch 	 2utreach� 8niversit\ of *eorgia� Athens� *A� 
86A� ������ 
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&hicago� 2ctoEer ������
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population of women aged ��-�� engaged in commercial 
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�5'6� approach for a total of ��� surve\s� 

��� 125& at the 8niversit\ of &hicago� 3revalence 5eduction 
,nnovation )orum� 'omestic 6ervitude in 7unis� 7unisia� 
)indings from 7wo 6ampling 0ethods and 3olic\ 
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5eduction ,nnovation )orum� (stimating 7he 3revalence 2f 
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��� ,20� ,/2� and :alk )ree� ȉ1o (scapeȊ�

��� ,20�,/2�:alk )ree estimates were applied to the 
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'isplacement �*5,'� ����� 
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��� 812'&� Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2020� 

��� 7he stud\ conducted a cross-sectional structured surve\ in 
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3rice 5. and others� ȉ3revalence estimates of trafficking in 
persons using statistical definitions� a cross-sectional high-
risk communit\ surve\ in &ape 7own� 6outh AfricaȊ� %0- 
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��� According to 81+&5� people in ȉrefugee-like situationsȊ is 
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has� for practical or other reasons� not Eeen ascertained�Ȋ
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Africa and the Middle East

North Africa and the Middle East*

* 7his region comprises of 1orth Africa �Algeria� (g\pt� /iE\a� 0orocco and 7unisia�� the *ulf &ooperation &ouncil �*&&� 
countries �%ahrain� 2man� 4atar� .uwait� 6audi AraEia and 8nited AraE (mirates� and the other countries of the 0iddle 
(ast �,raT� ,srael� -ordan� /eEanon� the 6\rian AraE 5epuElic� and <emen��
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KEY FINDINGS FOR NORTH AFRICA 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%62
of detected victims 
in North Africa
are children

%81
of detected victims in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries are women

%60
of detected victims in 
the other countries of the
Middle East are women

%60
of trafficking in the other 
countries of the Middle East 
is for sexual exploitation

%48
of all victims in North Africa 
originate in East Africa

%43
of all victims in the GCC 
countries originate in 
South Asia and East Asia

%43
of all victims in the other countries 
of the Middle East originate 
from within the region

%-43
in the detection 
of victims

%+20
in the number 
of convictions

%65
Around 65% of trafficking in 
North Africa and in GCC 
countries is for forced labour

III  —  Regional Overviews
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Victims

7here is great diversit\ in terms of victim pro΋le 
across the three suEregions of 1orth Africa and the 
0iddle (ast� ,n 1orth Africa� Eo\s� girls and women 
were detected in near eTual shares with Eo\s com-
prising the largest E\ a slim margin �гг per cent of 
the total� in вавв� 7he countries of the *ulf &oop-
eration &ouncil �*&&� report a maMorit\ of women 
trafficked while children were rarel\ detected �г per 
cent�� 7he other countries of the 0iddle (ast report 
a maMorit\ of women trafficked and a signi΋cant 
share of detected victims were men� 

Fig. 94 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
North Africa and the Middle East, by age 
group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of в�азз victims detected in 
бд countries and territories in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast�

11% 29%

27% 33%

16% 81%

2% 1%

North Africa 

GCC countries  

Other countries of the Middle East 

36% 60%

2% 2%

After a signi΋cant decline Eetween вабй and вава� 
detections of victims in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle 
(ast have risen graduall\� ,n вавв� the detection 
rate was still Eelow that of вабй�

As it is the case with the pro΋le of the victims� the 
forms of exploitation detected across the three suE-
regions in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast diΊer� 
,n 1orth Africa and in the countries of the *&&� 
forced laEour accounted for around же per cent of 
all detected trafficking in вавв� &onversel\� in other 
countries of the 0iddle (ast� trafficking for the pur-
pose of sexual exploitation comprised жа per cent 
of the total� while Must over га per cent of all traf-
΋cking was for forced laEour� 1orth Africa recorded 
the greatest share of trafficking for other purposes 
�би per cent of the total�� t\picall\ child Eegging� 7he 
other countries of the 0iddle (ast recorded the 
largest share of trafficking for the purpose of organ 
removal� 

Fig. 95 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in North Africa and the 
Middle East, base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on бд countries in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast reporting on 
this indicator during the period considered�
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As in man\ regions� trafficking for sexual exploita-
tion is detected as almost exclusivel\ involving 
female victims� 

Fig. 96 Share of detected victims of trafficking in North Africa and the Middle East, by forms of exploitation, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of в�вед victims detected in бд countries and territories in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast�
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Fig. 97 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in North Africa and the Middle 
East, by form of exploitation, 2019–2022*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on бд countries in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast reporting on 
this indicator during the period considered�

Fig. 98 Share of detected victims of trafficking
for sexual exploitation in North Africa and 
the Middle East, by age group and sex, 2022 
(or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of вег victims detected in бб countries and 
territories in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast�

2% 80%

17% 1%

,n contrast to man\ other regions� women com-
prised the greatest share of those detected as 
trafficked for forced laEour in вавв� A signi΋cant 
share of children �гв per cent of the total� were also 
trafficked for forced laEour in вавв� 
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9irtuall\ all victims detected as trafficked for other 
purposes in вавв in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle 
(ast were children mainl\ exploited in forced Eeg-
ging ȁ near eTual shares of Eo\s �ед per cent� and 
girls �де per cent�� 7rafficking for organ removal �a 
total of дб victims detected in вавв or more recent�� 
on the other hand� mostl\ involves adult victims� 
particularl\ men�

Fig. 99 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
for forced labour in North Africa and 
the Middle East, by age group and sex, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of иег victims detected in бб countries and 
territories in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast�

23% 45%

15% 17%

Fig. 100 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
for other purposes in North Africa and the 
Middle East, by age group and sex, 2022 
(or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of иег victims detected in бб countries and 
territories in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast�

1%

45% 54%

0%

Trafficking Floǝs

All three suEregions of 1orth Africa and the 0iddle 
(ast recorded a great diversit\ of Όows in вавв� 
:hile some domestic and intra-regional trafficking 
was recorded� it was more limited in comparison 
to other regions� 7he countries of the *&& and other 
countries of the 0iddle (ast in particular recorded 
a wide variet\ of Όows� including from distant 
regions such as (ast Asia� (astern (urope� &entral 
Asia and 6outh America� 

Map. 10 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
North Africa and the Middle East, by region 
of citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)* 
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9ictims from 1orth Africa and other countries of 
the 0iddle (ast were detected in Eoth :estern and 
6outhern (urope and the countries of the *&&� ,n 
:estern and 6outhern (urope� 1orth Africans com-
prised ж per cent of all victims detected while victims 
from the 0iddle (ast accounted for г percent� 
0eanwhile� in the neighEoring countries of the *&&� 
victims from 1orth Africa comprised з per cent of 
all victims detected in вавв� and victims from other 
countries of the 0iddle (ast made up ж per cent�

Traffickers

7he maMorit\ of those investigated� prosecuted and�
or convicted for trafficking in persons in 1orth 
Africa and the 0iddle (ast in вавв were men� 
+owever� a relativel\ large numEer of women also 
were processed through the criminal Mustice s\stem 
for the crime� A small numEer of children were 
investigated and prosecuted while an even smaller 
numEer were convicted� 

Flows: detected victims in destination countries

Flows: less than 5% of detected victims in destination countries

24%

43%
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Eastern Europe
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Africa East Asia
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Other
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Middle East
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance
by the United Nations. 

Other countries of the Middle East

Map. 11 Trafficking flows from North Africa and 
the Middle East to other regions, by share 
of the victims from the region detected 
at destination, 2022 (or most recent)

Fig. 101 Persons investigated, prosecuted, convicted 
for trafficking in persons in North Africa 
and the Middle East, by sex and age group, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of б�джи persons investigated in eight 
countries� б�бга prosecuted in бб countries and гаж convicted in бб countries 
in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast where sex and age were recorded�
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 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of б�еиа victims detected in 
бд countries and territories in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast�
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Criminal eǀstice Response

7he numEer of convictions dropped E\ вд per cent 
Eetween вабй and вава in connection with pan-
demic-related restrictions on the activities of law 
enforcement� +owever� Eetween вава and вавб the 
trend was reversed� As such� convictions have 
increased in comparison to вабй prior to the Eegin-
ning of the &ovid-бй pandemic�

:hile a little under half of all oΊenders in вавв were 
citi]ens of the countries in which the\ were con-
victed� 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast recorded 
a large share of traffickers from other regions�

2n the Easis of the court cases collected� it appears 
trafficking is committed E\ a variet\ of actors� from 
individual traffickers to criminal organi]ations� more 
t\picall\ in small groups operating in a Eusiness-t\pe 
of structure� 

Fig. 102 Traffickers convicted in North Africa and 
the Middle East, by region of citizenship, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of бий persons convicted in five countries 
where citi]enship was recorded�
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Fig. 103 Share of traffickers reported in court 
case summaries in North Africa and the 
Middle East, by type of structure*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of бий persons convicted in five countries 
where citi]enship was recorded�
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Fig. 104 Trend in the number of persons convicted 
in North Africa and the Middle East, 
base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 


 %ased on information provided E\ ба countries in 1orth Africa and the 
0iddle (ast reporting aEout this indicator for the period considered�
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Sub-Saharan Africa*

* 7his region comprises of (ast Africa �.en\a� 0auritius� 6omalia� 8ganda� the 8nited 5epuElic of 7an]ania�� 6outhern 
Africa �Angola� %otswana� the 'emocratic 5epuElic of the &ongo� (swatini� 0adagascar� 0alawi� 0o]amEiTue� 1amiEia� 
6e\chelles� 6outh Africa� =amEia and =imEaEwe� and :est Africa �%enin� %urkina )aso� &aEo 9erde� the &entral African 
5epuElic� &had� &ote dȆ,voire� the *amEia� *hana� *uinea� *uinea-%issau� /iEeria� 0ali� 0auritania� 1iger� 1igeria� 6enegal� 
6ierra /eone and 7ogo��

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����
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KEY FINDINGS 
FOR SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%42
are girls

%19
are boys

As a region of destination, 98% of all victims 
detected in the region are trafficked from 
within Sub-Sahara Africa.

As origin, victims from Sub-Sahara Africa 
are trafficked to Europe, North Africa and 
the Middle East.

%+98
in the detection 
of victims

%+79
in the number 
of convictions

%61
are children

%65
of trafficking is 
for forced labour

III  —  Regional Overviews
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Victims

8nlike other regions of the world� the largest share 
of victims detected in вавв were children �жб per 
cent total�� ,n particular� дв per cent of all victims 
detected were girls� Adults comprised гй per cent 
of total detected victims� mostl\ women �вй per 
cent of the total��

After a limited decline in вава� Eetween вава and 
вавв� the numEer of victims detected almost dou-
Eled compared to вабй� 2ver the same period� there 
was an increase in the detection of all pro΋les�

9ictims detected as trafficked for forced laEour 
comprised же per cent of the total� 6lightl\ more 
victims were detected as trafficked for sexual 
exploitation �вб per cent� than for other purposes 
�бд per cent�� +owever� Eetween вава and вавв� 
trafficking for sexual exploitation and for other pur-
poses was increasingl\ more detected� 

Fig. 105 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, by age group and sex, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of бб�ввв victims detected in 
вж countries and territories in 6uE-6aharan Africa�

19%

10% 29%

42%

Fig. 106 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 7his result is Eased on victims detected in ва countries in 6uE-6aharan 
Africa reporting on this indicator over the entire period� 
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Fig. 107 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, by forms of exploitation, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of й�жжа victims detected in 
вж countries and territories in 6uE-6aharan Africa�

Trafficking for 
other purposes

Trafficking for 
sexual exploitation

Trafficking for 
forced labour

14%
21%
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Fig. 108 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in Sub-Saharan Africa, by form 
of exploitation, 2019-2022*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 7his result is Eased on victims detected in ва countries in 6uE-6aharan 
Africa reporting on this indicator over the entire period�
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III  —  Regional Overviews

,n terms of how diΊerent forms of exploitation 
impact specific profiles� trafficking for sexual 
exploitation was almost exclusivel\ detected among 
women �иа per cent� and girls �бй per cent� with ver\ 
few men and Eo\s detected in вавв�

7rafficking for forced laEour appears to impact a 
wider variet\ of pro΋les� +owever� children were 
particularl\ aΊected� with Eo\s and girls comprising 
дб per cent and ви per cent� respectivel\� of those 
detected as trafficked for forced laEour in вавв� 
0ore women �бй per cent� were detected than men 
�бв per cent�� 

&hildren made up a large proportion of victims 
detected for other purposes� with йд per cent of 
the total ȁ girls making up ей per cent and Eo\s� ге 
per cent ȁ in вавв� 2ther purposes reported E\ 
authorities include forced marriage �жз victims 
detected in вавв� and forced Eegging �ей victims 
detected in вавв��

Trafficking Floǝs

&ountries in the region report mainl\ victims traf-
΋cked domesticall\� ,n 6uE-6aharan Africa as a 
whole� иг per cent of all victims detected in вавв 
were trafficked within national Eorders� :hile 
domestic trafficking made up the largest Όow in all 
three suEregions of 6uE-6aharan Africa ȁ :est 
Africa� (ast Africa and 6outhern Africa ȁ in вавв� 
there was some suEregional variet\ in Όow origin�

9ictims detected in :est Africa were primaril\ 
nationals of the countr\ of detection �иг per cent�� 
and secondaril\� within the suEregion �бд per cent�� 
A small share of Όows originated in other regions�

Fig. 109 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
by age and sex, 2022 (or most recent)* 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of б�иви victims detected in вб countries 
and territories in 6uE-6aharan Africa�

1%

0% 80%

19%

Fig. 110 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
forced labour in Sub-Saharan Africa, by age 
and sex, 2022 (or most recent)* 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of еабй victims detected in вб countries 
and territories in 6uE-6aharan Africa�

41%

19%

28%

12%

Fig. 111 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
other purposes in Sub-Saharan Africa, by age 
and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of ззж victims detected in ва countries 
and territories in 6uE-6aharan Africa�

35%

0% 6%

59%

Fig. 112 Share of detected victims in West Africa, 
by region of citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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,n terms of region of origin� Όows from 6uE-6aharan 
Africa and repatriation data suggest that there 
was a signi΋cant Όow to the countries of the *ulf 
&ooperation &ouncil �*&&� in вавв� 9ictims from 
6uE-6ahara Africa were detected in (urope and 
1orth Africa and other parts of the 0iddle (ast�

Traffickers
2ver twice as man\ men were convicted in вавв 
as women� 6imilarl\� the proportion of men was 
much higher in terms of persons investigated and�
or prosecuted for trafficking in persons� 9er\ few 
children were investigated  or prosecuted and none 
were convicted�

9ictims detected in (ast Africa were either inter-
nall\ trafficked or originated from other countries 
in (ast Africa �д per cent� and in 6outhern Africa 
�в per cent��

)lows aΊecting 6outhern Africa in вавв were more 
diverse than those of the other two suEregions� 7he 
proportion of domestic trafficking was lower than 
the other suEregions �дз per cent�� while cross-
Eorder Όows from other parts of Africa and other 
regions was larger� A total of гб per cent of Όows 
originated in other 6outhern African countries� :est 
Africa and (ast Africa� 2utside of 6uE-6aharan 
Africa� бг per cent of Όows originated in 6outh Asia 
and й per cent from (ast Asia�

Fig. 113 Share of detected victims in East Africa, by 
region of citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 

Map. 12 Trafficking flows from Sub-Saharan Africa to other 
regions, by share of the victims from the region 
detected at destination, 2022 (or most recent)
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The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply o�cial 
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 

Flows: detected victims in destination countries

Flows: less than 5% of detected victims in destination countries

Share of victims from Sub-Saharan Africa 
detected at destinations

Fig. 114 Share of detected victims in Southern Africa, 
by region of citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 

Fig. 115 Persons investigated, prosecuted, convicted 
for trafficking in persons in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
by sex and age group, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on data on sex and age of б�дае persons investigated in бг countries� 

жвв prosecuted in бе countries� and бжб convicted in бж countries in 
6uE-6aharan Africa�
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Fig. 116 Traffickers convicted in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
by region of citizenship 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of вед persons convicted in ж countries in 
6uE-6aharan Africa�

Fig. 117 Share of traffickers reported in court 
case summaries in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
by type of structure *

6ource� */27,3 collection of court case summaries�


 %ased on information emerging from the narrative of зг cases of 
trafficking in persons concluded with a conviction in 6uE-6aharan Africa� 
for a total of важ persons convicted�

Criminal eǀstice Response

7he criminal Mustice response in 6uE-6aharan Africa 
continues to improve� alEeit with some limiting 
features� :hile the total numEer of convictions 
continue to rise� it remains relativel\ low� )urther-
more� the numEer of convictions in proportion to 
the total numEer of investigations was minimal 
in вавв�

0oreover� convictions appear to Ee isolated to a 
small numEer of countries in the region� 6even of 
the вб countries reporting recorded no convictions 
while another ΋ve recorded Eetween one and ΋ve 
convictions in at least one \ear over the period 
вава-вавв� 6even countries in the region recorded 
more than ба convictions per \ear over the period 
вава-вавв� 

7raffickers who are citi]ens of the countr\ of con-
viction comprise the vast maMorit\ of traffickers 
convicted in вавв� 

&ase narratives reported E\ national authorities sug-
gest traffickers tend to operate as small groups or 
non-organi]ed crime associations� 8nlike in other 
regions� no cases involving governance-t\pe orga-
ni]ed crime groups were reported from countries 
in these regions� +owever� countries from other 
regions reported relevant numEer of convictions for 
structured groups operating in 6uE-6aharan Africa�

Fig. 118 Trend in the number of persons convicted in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 


 %ased on бг countries reporting the numEer of convictions for the entire 
period considered�
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The Americas 

Central America 
and the Caribbean*

* 7his region comprises of the %ahamas� %eli]e� &osta 5ica� &uEa� the 'ominican 5epuElic� (l 6alvador� *uatemala� +onduras� 
1icaragua� 3anama� 6aint /ucia� and 7rinidad and 7oEago�

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����
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KEY FINDINGS FOR CENTRAL AMERICA 
AND THE CARIBBEAN, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%30

As a region of destination,80% of the victims 
detected in the region are trafficked from 
within the region and 20% are trafficked 
from South America.

As a region of origin, victims from the region 
are detected in North America and Europe.

%-53
in the detection 
of victims

%+3
in the number
of convictions

%52

%62
of trafficking is for
sexual exploitation

of the detected victims
are women

of the detected victims
are girls
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Victims

2ver half of all victims detected in &entral 
America and the &ariEEean in вавв were girls �ев 
per cent�� ,ndeed� over иа per cent of all detected 
victims were female� with women comprising га 
per cent of the total�

)ollowing a drop in the detection rate recorded in 
вава� the numEer of victims detected has further 
decreased Eetween вавб and вавв� 

7he most detected form of trafficking in &entral 
America and the &ariEEean is for sexual exploita-
tion �жв per cent��

7rafficking for sexual exploitation almost exclusivel\ 
involves female victims ȁ slightl\ more girls �еж per 
cent� than women �дб per cent�� 

Fig. 119 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
Central America and the Caribbean, by age 
group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of ззз victims detected in бв countries and 
territories in &entral America and the &ariEEean�

15%
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52%

Fig. 120 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in Central America and 
the Caribbean, base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on бд countries in 1orth Africa and the 0iddle (ast reporting on 
this indicator during the period considered�
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Fig. 121 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
Central America and the Caribbean, by forms 
of exploitation, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of егб victims detected in бв countries and 
territories in &entral America and the &ariEEean�

Fig. 122 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 population 
in Central America and the Caribbean, by form 
of exploitation (2019–2022)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

0.0

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

1.2

1.4

1.6

2019 2020 2021 2022

Trafficking for other purposes

Vi
ct

im
s 

de
te

ct
ed

 p
er

 1
00

,0
00

 p
op

ul
at

io
n

Trafficking for forced labour
Trafficking for sexual exploiation

7UDffiFNLQJ�IRU
RWKHU�SXUSRVHV

7UDffiFNLQJ�IRU�
VH[XDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�

7UDffiFNLQJ�IRU
IRUFHG�ODERXU

22%

16%

62%

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����



129

III  —  Regional Overviews

:omen and girls also make up a large proportion 
of victims trafficked for forced laEour� ,n вавв� 
female victims comprised жй per cent of all those 
detected as trafficked for this purpose� 

Trafficking Floǝs

0ost victims detected in &entral America and the 
&ariEEean in вавв were either own nationals or 
from neighEoring countries� A relevant numEer of 
victims are trafficked from 6outh America� 9ictims 
from the region are detected in 1orth America and 
6outh America� as well as in (urope�

Fig. 123 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation in Central America and 
the Caribbean, by age group and sex, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of гвж victims detected in ба countries and 
territories in &entral America and the &ariEEean�
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Fig. 124 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
for forced labour in Central America and 
the Caribbean, by age group and sex, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of ббе victims detected in ба countries 
and territories in &entral America and the &ariEEean�

15%

16% 37%

32%

Map. 13 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
in Central America and the Caribbean, 
by region of citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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Map. 14 Trafficking flows from Central America and 
the Caribbean to other regions, by share 
of the victims from the region detected at 
destination, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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Traffickers

:hile men and women were investigated� prose-
cuted and convicted in near eTual-shares in &entral 
America and the &ariEEean in вавв� AEout еа per 
cent of those investigated were women� 

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map 
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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Fig. 125 Persons prosecuted, convicted for 
trafficking in persons in Central America 
and the Caribbean, by sex and age group, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of гди persons prosecuted in й countries� 
and йа persons convicted in бб countries in &entral America and the 
&ariEEean�

Fig. 126 Traffickers convicted in Central America 
and the Caribbean, by region of citizenship, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of жг persons convicted in е countries in 
&entral America and the &ariEEean�

52% 48% 53% 47%

Prosecutions Convictions

Fig. 127 Share of traffickers reported in court 
case summaries in Central America and 
the Caribbean, by type of structure *

6ource� */27,3 collection of court case summaries�


 %ased on information emerging from the narrative of бвй cases on 
trafficking in persons concluded with a conviction in &entral America 
and the &ariEEean� for a total of вге persons convicted�

Fig. 128 Trend in the number of persons convicted 
in Central America and the Caribbean, 
base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 

0uch like in other regions of the world� the maMorit\ 
of those convicted were citi]ens of the countr\ of 
conviction� 7he remaining ба per cent convicted 
were citi]ens of other countries in the region� 

As regards the structure of traffickers in &entral 
America and the &ariEEean� Eased on a numEer of 
court cases reported E\ national authorities in the 
region� a wide range of actors operate in the region� 
from individual traffickers to people working in pairs 
and Eusiness-t\pe organi]ed crime groups� 

Criminal eǀstice Response

7he criminal Mustice response in &entral America 
and the &ariEEean has gone through man\ in-
creases and decreases over the past few \ears� 
)rom вабй to вава� the numEer of convictions 
fell E\ зб per cent Eefore rising Ee\ond the pre-
&ovid rate�

-15%

3%

-80%

-70%

-60%

-50%

-40%

-30%

-20%

-10%

0%

10%

2019 2019-2020 2019-2021 2019-2022

-71%

1DWLRQDO�R΍HQGHUV

)RUHLJQHUV�IURP�
&HQWUDO�$PHULFD�
DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��

10%

90%

23%

14%

30%

33%

Organized Crime –
governance type       
Organized Crime – 
business type
Non-Organized Crime – 
association of traffickers
Non-Organized Crime – 
individuals

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����





132

North America*

* 7his region comprises of &anada� 0exico and 7he 8nited 6tates of America�

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����



133

KEY FINDINGS
FOR NORTH AMERICA, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%25

75% of the victims detected in the region 
are trafficked domestically.

Cross-border flows detected in the region 
are mostly of relatively short distances. 

%+78
in the detection 
of victims

%-28
in the number
of convictions

%56

%69
of trafficking is for
sexual exploitation

of the detected victims 
are girls

of the the detected victims
are women

III  —  Regional Overviews
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Victims

,n вавв� women continue to make up the largest share 
of victims detected in 1orth America� 7he numEer 
of female victims ȁ Eoth women and girls ȁ has in-
creased suEstantiall\ over the period considered�

:hile women and girls were the most common 
detected victim pro΋les trafficked for the purpose 
of sexual exploitation in the region� the increase in 
victim detections was recorded in all forms of traf-
΋cking� ,n particular� a large share of women was 

Fig. 129 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
North America, by age group and sex,  
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

 %ased on data on sex and age of бж�ййй victims detected in г countries in 

1orth America�


 ,n вавв �or most recent�� two countries in this region reported victims under 

“otherȊ and provided additional identification data� 6ee the individual coun-
tr\ information of &anada and the 8nited 6tates of America�

Fig. 130 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in North America, base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 7his result is Eased on victims detected in ва countries in 6uE-6aharan 
Africa reporting on this indicator over the entire period� 
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Fig. 131 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
North America, by form of exploitation, 
2022 ( or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of бе�дже victims detected in г countries in 
1orth America�

Fig. 132 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
for sexual exploitation in North America, 
by age group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of ба�вие victims detected in г countries 
and territories in 1orth America�



 ,n вавв �or most recent�� two countries in this region reported victims 
under ȉother” and provided additional identification data� 6ee the individual 
countr\ information of &anada and the 8nited 6tates of America�

detected in вавв as Eeing trafficked for forced 
laEour �ги per cent� and for mixed forms of exploita-
tion �ей per cent�� respectivel\� 'etected victims of 
sexual exploitation were women �жг per cent� and 
increasingl\ girls �вй per cent�� 

,t should Ee noted that in вава� зв per cent of 
detected victims of sexual exploitation were women 
and вв per cent were girls� suggesting a reduction 
in the average age of the victims trafficked for 
sexual exploitation Eetween вава and вавв�
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Fig. 133 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
for forced labour in North America, by age 
group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of г�дбб victims detected in г countries 
and territories in 1orth America�
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Fig. 134 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in North America, by form 
of exploitation (2019 – 2022)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 7his result is Eased on victims detected in ва countries in 6uE-6aharan 
Africa reporting on this indicator over the entire period� 
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&ourt case summaries collected from the region 
suggest that while trafficking for forced laEour 
involves a si]eaEle amount of cross-Eorder traffick-
ing� trafficking for sexual exploitation concerns 
largel\ those internall\ trafficked�б

Trafficking Floǝs

As in previous \ears� the maMorit\ of trafficking in 
1orth America is increasingl\ of a domestic nature� 

+owever� in вавв there was an increase in 
cross-Eorder Όows of a Eroader variet\ with victims 
trafficked from countries Ee\ond the t\pical origins 
for detections in 1orth America in previous \ears� 
)or victims trafficked across Eorders into 1orth 
American countries� the greatest share originated 
from relativel\ close origins ȁ other countries in 
1orth American �з per cent�� &entral America and 
the &ariEEean �з per cent� and 6outh America 
�б per cent� ȁ comprising бе per cent of all Όows� 

Traffickers

7he maMorit\ of those investigated� prosecuted and�
or convicted in 1orth America in вавв were men�

Map. 15 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
North America, by region of citizenship, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 


 %ased on data on sex and age of бд�айз victims detected in г countries 
and territories in 1orth America�

82%

3%
7%

Asia

Domestic (within countries) 75%
and within the subregion (cross-border) 7%

North
America

Central America
and the Caribbean

Flows: detected victims in destination countries

Flows: less than 5% of detected victims in destination countries
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,nformation concerning the nationalit\ of those con-
victed is also limited� +owever� Eased on data from 
0exico and a numEer of court cases from the 
8nited 6tates of America and &anada� it appears 
that the maMorit\ of traffickers are citi]ens of the 
countr\ in which the\ were convicted� 

*iven the man\ cases reported to 812'& concern-
ing trafficking for sexual exploitation in the region� 
the means used E\ traffickers in 1orth America to 
recruit� exploit and control victims for this particular 
form are well-documented� As a pattern emerging 
from the cases� traffickers seem to aEuse their 
estaElished relationships ȁ familial or romantic ȁ to 
gain victimsȆ trust Eefore using more violent means 
to exploit and control�в &ases where traffickers 
aEuse victimsȆ vulneraEilities� including drug use 
disorders� homelessness and extreme povert\� are 
also reported�г

%ased on a selection of cases suEmitted E\ national 
authorities� trafficking in вавв in 1orth America 
appears to have Eeen carried out E\ a variet\ of 
organi]ed structured groups and less-organi]ed 
opportunistic and individual traffickers� 

Fig. 135 Persons investigated for trafficking in 
persons in North America, by sex and 
age group, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of гдг persons investigated in 0exico 
and &anada�

1%

81% 18%

0%

Criminal eǀstice Response
All three countries in 1orth America have enacted 
comprehensive legislation addressing trafficking in 
persons�

After a period of decline� in вавв the numEer of 
convictions has increased� 3reliminar\ data for вавг 
seems to con΋rm a continued increase in the 
numEer of convictions�

Fig. 136 Share of traffickers reported in court case 
summaries in North America, by type of 
structure*

6ource� */27,3 collection of court case summaries�


 %ased on information emerging from the narrative of иж cases on 
trafficking in persons concluded with a conviction in 1orth America� 
for a total of вга persons convicted�
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Fig. 137 Trend in the number of persons convicted 
in North America, base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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South America*

* 7his region comprises of Argentina� %olivia �3lurinational 6tate of�� %ra]il� &hile� &olomEia� (cuador� *u\ana� 3aragua\� 3eru� 
6uriname� 8rugua\� 9ene]uela �%olivarian 5epuElic of�� 
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KEY FINDINGS 
FOR SOUTH AMERICA, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%34

74% of the victims detected in the region 
are trafficked domestically. 

Cross-border flows are mostly within 
region and from or to Central America 
and the Caribbean.

%-7
in the detection 
of victims

%-26
in the number 
of convictions

%45

%55
of trafficking is for
forced labour

%40
of trafficking is for
sexual exploitation

%-33 victims 
detected for
sexual exploitation

victims 
detected for 
forced labour

%+37

of the detected victims
are men

of the detected victims
are women
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Victims

:omen and girls together comprised the largest 
victim pro΋le in 6outh America in вавв� making up 
жв per cent of all detected victims� 

As in man\ countries� the rate of victim detection 
fell greatl\ in вава due to pandemic related restric-
tions on law enforcement and other anti-trafficking 
actors� 7he change in the detection rate compared 
to вабй slightl\ increased from -гб per cent in вава 
to -ва per cent in вавб� up to -з per cent in вавв�

,n вавв� the most commonl\ detected form of 
exploitation in 6outh America was trafficking for 
forced laEour �ее per cent��д 7rafficking for sexual 
exploitation was detected in a slightl\ smaller share 
�да per cent�� 

,n вава� as in other regions of the world� the signif-
icant decrease and suEseTuent stagnation in victim 
detections ma\ Ee attriEuted to the decline in the 
detection of trafficking for sexual exploitation� ,n 
вабй� the maMorit\ of trafficking detected in 6outh 
America was for sexual exploitation Eut had fallen 
Eelow detections for forced laEour� 7rafficking for 
forced laEour was detected in вавв at levels higher 
than Eefore the &ovid-бй pandemic� 

Fig. 138 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
in South America, by age group and sex, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of г�згд victims detected in 
бв countries and territories in 6outh America�

4%

34% 45%

17%

Fig. 139 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in South America, base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on information from бб countries reporting on this indicator 
for the entire period�

–20%

–7%

–31%

-35%

-30%

-25%

-20%

-15%

-10%

-5%

0%

2019 2019-2020 2019-2021 2019-2022

Fig. 140 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
in South America, by forms of exploitation, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of г�зба victims detected in з countries 
and territories in 6outh America�

Fig. 141 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in South America, by form 
of exploitation (2019–2022)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on information from бб countries reporting on this indicator 
for the entire period�
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III  —  Regional Overviews

0en and Eo\s were rarel\ detected as victims of 
sexual exploitation in вавв� :omen were the pre-
dominate pro΋le� making up зз per cent of all 
victims detected for this purpose�

&onversel\� men comprised most of all victims 
detected as trafficked for forced laEour in 6outh 
America in вавв� +owever� women �бй per cent� are 
also detected for this form of exploitation�

Trafficking Floǝs

'omestic trafficking comprised nearl\ three 
Tuarters of all Όows detected in 6outh America in 
вавв� 2utside of this Όow� victims were trafficked 
across relativel\ short distances� particularl\ from 
other countries in the region �бд per cent��е 9ictims 
from other regions� including Asia and Africa� were 
less commonl\ detected� 

%etween вабй and вава� there was a reduction in 
the detection of victims from other regions of the 
world� 6ince вава� the share of foreign victims has 
largel\ not returned to pre-pandemic levels� 

7he maMorit\ of trafficking Όows remain con΋ned 
to the Americas� Aside from the Όows within the 
region� a si]eaEle Όow appears to exist from 6outh 
America to &entral America and the &ariEEean� A 
΋fth �ва per cent� of all Όows to &entral America 

Fig. 142 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation in South America, by age 
group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)* 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of жйг victims detected in и 
countries and territories in 6outh America�
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Map. 16 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
in South America, by region of citizenship, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of г�егб victims detected 
in бб countries and territories in 6outh America�

Fig. 143 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
for forced labour in South America, 
by age and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of б�жаг victims detected in и countries 
and territories in 6outh America�

Domestic (within countries) 74%
and within the subregion (cross-border) 14%

88%

South
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Central America
and the Caribbean

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply 
official endorsement or acceptance by the 8nited 1ations� 

Flows: detected victims in destination countries

Flows: less than 5% of detected victims in destination countries

Fig. 144 Trend in victims detected in South America, 
by region of citizenship (2019–2022)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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and the &ariEEean originated in 6outh America in 
вавв� 9ictims from 6outh America were detected 
in various regions in (urope�

Traffickers

,n вавв� men made up the vast maMorit\ of those 
investigated and convicted in 6outh America� 'ata 
regarding the citi]enship of those convicted is lim-
ited� Eut appears to suggest most� if not all� were 
citi]ens of the countr\ of conviction�

According to the court cases reported E\ countries 
in this region� traffickers seem to operate more 
freTuentl\ in an organi]ed crime group� although 
it does not appear that memEers of structured crim-
inal organi]ations are convicted for this crime� 

Criminal eǀstice Response

7he convictions in 6outh America registered a sig-
ni΋cant drop Eetween вабй to вава� and decreased 
further Eetween вабй and вавб� Eefore regaining 
some ground Eetween вавб and вавв� +owever� in 
вавв� the convictions recorded E\ countries in 6outh 
America were still вж per cent less than in the 
pre-pandemic period�

Map. 17 Trafficking flows from South America to other regions, 
by share of the victims from theregion detected at 
destination, 2022 (or most recent)
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Fig. 145 Persons investigated, prosecuted, convicted 
for trafficking in persons in South America, 
by sex and age group, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of ггж persons investigated in three 
countries� еи prosecuted in four countries� and ди convicted in five 
countries in 6outh America�
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Fig. 146 Share of traffickers reported in court case 
summaries in South America, by type of structure*

6ource� */27,3 collection of court case summaries�


 %ased on information emerging from the narrative of йб cases on 
trafficking in persons concluded with a conviction in 6outh America� 
for a total of вди persons convicted�

Fig. 147 Trend in the number of persons convicted in 
South America, base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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South Asia, East Asia  
and the Pacific
East Asia and the Pacific*

* 7his region comprises of Australia� %runei 'arussalam� &amEodia� &hina� &ook ,slands �the�� )iMi� ,ndonesia� -apan� 
0ala\sia� 0arshall ,slands �the�� 0ongolia� 0\anmar� 1ew =ealand� 3alau� 3hilippines �the�� 5epuElic of .orea �the�� 
6ingapore� 7hailand and 7onga� 
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KEY FINDINGS 
FOR EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%39

60% of the victims detected in the region
are trafficked domestically. 

As a region of origin, victims 
are detected in all continents. 

%-46
in the detection 
of victims

%-31
in the number 
of convictions

%40

%38
of trafficking is for
forced labour

%32
of trafficking is for
sexual exploitation

%30
of trafficking is for
other forms of exploitation

of the detected victims
are women

of the detected victims
are girls
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Victims

)emales made up aEout иа per cent of detected 
victims in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c in вавв� Women 
and girls were detected in near-equal shares� 
0ore men were detected than Eo\s� who accounted 
for з per cent of the total�

7he numEer of victims detected dropped drasticall\ 
in вава� 7he detection rate has remained overall 
staEle in вавб and вавв�

7he diΊerent forms of exploitation are nearl\ 
eTuall\ detected in the region� with trafficking for 
forced laEour representing ги per cent of the total 
victims detected in вавв� sexual exploitation гв per 
cent and other forms of exploitation га per cent� 

As is the case in man\ regions� women and girls 
made up a large proportion of victims trafficked for 
the purpose of sexual exploitation �ив per cent�� 
1evertheless� a relativel\ signi΋cant share of detec-
tions in вавв were Eo\s trafficked for this purpose� 
comprising бг per cent of the total� 

:hile men made up Must over half of all detected 
victims for trafficking for forced laEour in вавв� 
women made up a signi΋cant share �гж per cent�� 
&hildren in general were much less commonl\ 
detected� 

Fig. 148 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
East Asia and the Pacific, by age group and sex, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of г�бза victims detected in 
вд countries and territories in (ast Asia and the 3acific�
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40%

Fig. 149 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in East Asia and the Pacific, 
base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

Fig. 150 Share of victims detected in East Asia and 
the Pacific, by forms of exploitation, 2022 
(or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of в�ийб victims detected in 
бй countries and territories in (ast Asia and the 3acific�

Fig. 151 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation in East Asia and the Pacific, 
by age group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of гвж victims detected in бж countries and 
territories in (ast Asia and the 3acific�
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As far as trafficking for other purposes� victims were 
primaril\ trafficked for the production of child 
sexual aEuse material �геа victims detected in 
вавв�� for forced marriage �ве victims detected in 
вавв� along with some other exploitation t\pes� 
0ore recentl\� trafficking for forced criminalit\ into 
online scams has Eeen reported �see Eox Trafficking 
in persons for the purpose of forced criminality to 
commit online scams in Southeast Asia in &hapter в� 
page йе��

Trafficking Floǝs

:hile a little over half �жа per cent� of all trafficking 
detected in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c in вавв was 
domesticall\ trafficked� the region also recorded a 
relativel\ signi΋cant amount of cross-Eorder traf-
΋cking Eetween countries in the region�ж

Fig. 152 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
forced labour in East Asia and the Pacific, 
by age group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of важ victims detected in бж countries and 
territories in (ast Asia and the 3acific�
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57% 36%
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Fig. 153 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
East Asia and the Pacific, by region of 
citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 


 (xtrapolation Eased on information ийе victims detected in бб countr\ 
and territories in (ast Asia and the 3acific�

Map. 18 Trafficking flows from East Asia and the Pacific to other regions, as share of the victims from the
region detected at destination, 2022 (or more recent)
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)lows from outside the region were more limited 
with е per cent originating from 6outh Asia�з

:hile cross-Eorder trafficking stagnated in вава 
due to pandemic-related travel restrictions� in вавб 
and вавв� it has increased� particularl\ within the 
region itself� 

2utside the region� victims from (ast Asia and the 
3aci΋c are detected in a wide variet\ of regions 
across the world� ,n :estern and 6outhern (urope� 
victims from the region make up з per cent of the 
total victims detected in that region� and in the *&& 
countries� (ast Asian victims make up вб per cent 
of the victims detected�

Traffickers

:omen and men were Eoth prosecuted and con-
victed in similar proportions in вавв in the region� 

According to the court cases collected� it appears 
traffickers convicted in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c 
t\picall\ operate as organi]ed crime groups� 

Criminal eǀstice Response

%etween вабй and вавб� the numEer of convictions 
in (ast Asia and the 3aci΋c signi΋cantl\ fell� E\ еи 
per cent in вавб� ,n вавв� the rate increased Eut still� 
the numEer of convictions remain га per cent Eelow 
the levels recorded in вабй�

Fig. 154 Persons prosecuted, convicted for trafficking 
in persons in East Asia and the Pacific, by sex 
and age group, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of б�геб prosecuted persons in бб countries 
and territories and дай convicted in бе countries and territories in (ast 
Asia and the 3acific�
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Fig. 155 Share of traffickers reported in court case 
summaries in East Asia and the Pacific, 
by type of structure*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on information emerging from the narrative of бдй cases on 
trafficking in persons concluded with a conviction in (ast Asia and 
the 3acific� for a total of дзй persons convicted�
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Fig. 156 Trend in the number of persons convicted 
in East Asia and the Pacific, base year 2019
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South Asia*

* 7his region comprises of Afghanistan� %angladesh� %hutan� ,ndia� 0aldives� 1epal� 3akistan and 6ri /anka�
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KEY FINDINGS 
FOR SOUTH ASIA, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%24

As a region of destination, victims 
detected in the region are either trafficked 
domestically or within the region.

As a region of origin, victims are detected 
in a significant number of destinations
in many regions of the world.

%-7
in the detection 
of victims

%+7
in the number 
of convictions

%44

%55
of trafficking is for
forced labour

%30
of trafficking is for
sexual exploitation

of the detected victims
are boys

of the detected victims
are women
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Victims

7he maMorit\ of victims detected in вавв were 
women� %o\s comprised a Tuarter of all detected 
victims while men and girls were detected in near-
eTual shares �бе and бз per cent� respectivel\��

7he rate of detections of victims of trafficking in the 
region recorded a reduction in вава and вавб� 
Eefore increasing again in вавв�

7he maMorit\ of all victims detected in вавв were 
trafficked for forced laEour and aEout a third were 
trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation� ,n 
addition� a relativel\ signi΋cant share of victims 
were trafficked for other purposes �бв per cent� or 
for forced marriage �г per cent��

Trafficking Floǝs

,n вавв� countries in 6outh Asia mainl\ reported 
victims trafficked within the national Eorders� 
%esides Eeing trafficked domesticall\� victims from 
6outh Asia were found in a diverse numEer of coun-
tries gloEall\� ,n вавв� victims from 6outh Asia were 
detected in гж countries in :estern and 6outhern 
(urope� &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope� (ast 
Asia and the 3aci΋c� the 0iddle (ast and 1orth 
Africa� 6uE-6aharan Africa� and in other countries 
in 6outh Asia� ,n :estern and 6outhern (urope in 
particular� victims from this region comprised и per 
cent of the total of all victims detected in вавв� 

Fig. 157 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
in South Asia, by age group and sex, 2022 
(or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of и�аей victims detected 
in е countries in 6outh Asia�

24%

15% 44%

17%

Fig. 158 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in South Asia, base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data from е countries reporting on the indicator for the 
entire period�
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Fig. 159 Share of detected victims in South Asia, by 
forms of exploitation, 2022 ( or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of з�зги victims detected in 
з countries and territories in 6outh Asia�
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Traffickers

'ata and information regarding the pro΋le� struc-
ture and modus operandi of traffickers in the region 
is limited� +owever� Eased on data from three coun-
tries from вава� it appears that males are more 
freTuentl\ investigated �жг per cent� and prose-
cuted �зе per cent� for trafficking in persons� 

Map. 19 Trafficking flows from South Asia and to other 
regions, by share of victims from the region 
detected at destination, 2022 (or most recent)

Flows: detected victims in destination countries

Share of victims from South Asia detected at destinations
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WesternWesternWesternWesternWesternWestern
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and the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacificand the Pacific
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6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�

Criminal eǀstice Response

As in man\ regions� the rate of conviction in 6outh 
Asia signi΋cantl\ decreased during the pandemic 
due to related restrictions aΊecting law enforce-
ment and the criminal Mustice s\stem� +owever� 
within two \ears� the conviction rate reversed to 
that of pre-вава�

Fig. 160 Persons investigated, prosecuted for 
trafficking in persons in South Asia, by sex 
and age group, 2022 (or most recent)* 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of вви persons investigated in г countries 
and territories where sex was recorded� гвз prosecuted in г countries 
and territories where sex was recorded in 6outh Asia�

63% 37% 75% 25%

Investigated Prosecuted

Fig. 161 Trend in the number of persons convicted 
in South Asia, base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Europe and Central Asia

Eastern Europe and Central Asia*

* 7his region comprises of (astern (urope �Armenia� A]erEaiMan� %elarus� *eorgia� the 5epuElic of 0oldova� 8kraine� and 
countries in &entral Asia �.a]akhstan� .\rg\]stan� 7aMikistan� 7urkmenistan and 8]Eekistan��

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����
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KEY FINDINGS 
FOR EASTERN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%82
are women and girls
in Eastern Europe 

are women and girls 
in Central Asia

As a region of destination, most 
of the victims detected in the region 
are internally trafficked.

As a region of origin of cross-border 
trafficking, victims are detected in the 
Middle East, Western and Central Europe.

%+4
in the detection 
of victims

%-23
in the number 
of convictions

%61

%59
of trafficking is for
sexual exploitation 
in Central Asia

%84
of trafficking is for
sexual exploitation 
in Eastern Europe

III  —  Regional Overviews
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Victims

,n (astern (urope and &entral Asia as a whole� more 
than еа per cent of detected victims in вавв were 
women� with countries in &entral Asia reporting жб 
per cent of victims Eeing either women or girls� and 
countries in (astern (urope reporting ив per cent 
of victims Eeing women or girls� &ountries in &en-
tral Asia detected a much greater share of men 
than those in (astern (urope� 

7he victim detection rate increased rapidl\ E\ де 
per cent Eetween вава and вавв after a signi΋cant 
drop recorded in вава�

Fig. 162 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
Eastern Europe, by age group and sex 2022 
(or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of дга victims detected in ж countries 
in (astern (urope�

6%

12% 53%

29%

Fig. 163 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
in Central Asia, by age group and sex, 2022 
(or most recent)* 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of гдз victims detected in д countries 
in &entral Asia�
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8%

Eastern Europe

Central Asia

Fig. 164 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia, base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on information on бб countries reporting on this indicator for the 
entire period�
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Fig. 165 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, by form 
of exploitation, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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е countries in (astern (urope and of гбг in д countries in &entral Asia�
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)orms of exploitation were roughl\ similar Eetween 
(astern (urope and &entral Asia� ,n вавв� trafficking 
for sexual exploitation was the most commonl\ 
detected form in (astern (urope and &entral Asia 
as a whole� &ountries in &entral Asia� however� 
reported a signi΋cant share of victims trafficked for 
forced laEour�

Trafficking Floǝs

As region of destination� most victims detected in 
the countries of the region were trafficked within 
the region� mostl\ domesticall\� 

'ata provided E\ other regions suggests that Όows 
from this region are more diverse� ,n вавв� victims 
from (astern (urope and &entral Asia made up е 
per cent of the total victims detected in 1orth Africa 
and the 0iddle (ast� ж per cent in &entral and 
6outh-(astern (urope and a little over г per cent 
in :estern and 6outhern (urope�

Traffickers
8nlike in other regions� nearl\ three times as man\ 
women than men were convicted of trafficking in 
persons in (astern (urope and &entral Asia in вавв� 
+owever� men and women were prosecuted in 
similar shares�

2n the Easis of the court cases collected from 
the region� most traffickers convicted seem to 
operate in organi]ed crime groups� 

Map. 20 Trafficking flows from Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia to other regions, by share 
of the victims from the region detected 
at destination, 2022 (or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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Fig. 166 Persons prosecuted, convicted for 
trafficking in persons in Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia, by sex and age group, 2022 
(or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of бей prosecuted in з countries� 
and взж convicted in и countries in (astern (urope and &entral Asia�
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Criminal eǀstice Response

7he numEer of convictions in (astern (urope and 
&entral Όuctuated Eetween вава and вавв Eut 
overall fewer convictions were recorded compared 
to вабй�

Fig. 167 Share of traffickers reported in court 
case summaries in Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia, by type of structure *

6ource� */27,3 collection of court case summaries�


 %ased on information emerging from the narrative of зи cases on 
trafficking in persons concluded with a conviction in (astern (urope 
and &entral Asia� for a total of ввв persons convicted�
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Fig. 168 Trend in the number of persons convicted in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia, base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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Central and 
South-Eastern Europe*

* 7his region comprises of AlEania� %osnia and +er]egovina %ulgaria� &roatia� &]echia� (stonia� +ungar\� /atvia�
/ithuania� 0ontenegro� 1orth 0acedonia� 3oland� 5omania� 6erEia� 6lovakia and 6lovenia�

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����
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KEY FINDINGS FOR CENTRAL 
AND SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%28

As a region of destination, 73% of 
the victims detected in this region 
are trafficked from within the region.

As origin to other regions, victims 
from the region are mainly trafficked
to Western and Southern Europe.

%-5
in the detection 
of victims

%+29
in the number 
of convictions

%46

%50
of trafficking is for
sexual exploitation in Central 
and South-Eastern Europe

of the detected victims
are girls

of the detected victims
are women
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Victims

1earl\ half of all victims detected in вавв were 
women� 0ore girls �ви per cent� were detected than 
men �ва per cent� while Eo\s were far less detected� 

8nlike some other regions� the rate of detection of 
victims has remained overall similar to вабй� with 
slight variations Eetween вава and вавв�

:hile trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploita-
tion accounted for nearl\ half of all detected cases 
in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope in вавв� its 
detection decreased greatl\ Eetween вавб and 
вавв� At the same time� a signi΋cant numEer of 
victims were detected as trafficked for forced Eeg-
ging �з per cent�� mixed exploitation �з per cent� 
and forced criminalit\ �г per cent�� respectivel\�

Fig. 169 Share of detected victims of trafficking 
in Central and South-Eastern Europe, by age 
group and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of б�дйи victims detected in 
бж countries in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope�
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Fig. 170 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 popu-
lation in Central and South-Eastern Europe, 
base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Fig. 171 Share of victims detected in Central 
and South-Eastern Europe, by form 
of exploitation, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on data on sex and age of б�гзе victims detected in 
бж countries and territories in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope�
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Fig. 172 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 popu-
lation in Central and South-Eastern Europe, 
by form of exploitation (2019–2022)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�
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Trafficking Floǝs

:hile domestic trafficking remains the largest Όow 
in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope� over the past 
few \ears there has Eeen an increase in cross-
Eorder trafficking into the region from a Eroader 
variet\ of origins� ,n particular� victims from the 
Americas� (ast and 6outh Asia and (astern (urope 
and &entral Asia were increasingl\ detected in вавб 
and вавв� 

Map. 21 Detected victims of trafficking in Central and South-Eastern Europe, 
by region of citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)*

Central and
South-Eastern 

Europe

73%

Flows: detected victims in destination countries

Flows: less than 5% of detected victims in destination countries

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map  do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Fig. 173 Number of victims detected in Central 
and Southern-Eastern Europe, by region 
of citizenship (2019–2022)
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Other

,n addition to domestic trafficking� there was a 
significant flow of victims from &entral and 
6outh-(astern (urope trafficked to :estern and 
6outhern (urope� As such� the maMorit\ of Όows from 
this region were con΋ned within (urope in вавв�

Traffickers

,n вавв� most of those investigated� prosecuted and 
convicted in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope were 
men� E\ a signi΋cant margin� ,n addition� a small 
numEer of children ȁ more Eo\s than girls ȁ were 
investigated� prosecuted and convicted in the region� 

Fig. 174 Persons investigated, prosecuted, convicted for 
trafficking in persons in Central and South-Eastern 
Europe, by sex and age group, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on sex and age of б�ввз persons investigated 
in бг countries� б�вйй prosecuted in бд countries� and гдб convicted 
in бж countries in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope�
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7he vast maMorit\ �йз per cent� of traffickers con-
victed in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope were 
citi]ens of the countries in which the\ were con-
victed� with a small share �в per cent� foreigners 
from other countries in the region� 2ther national-
ities were convicted in far smaller percentages� 

&ase narratives reported E\ national authorities 
suggest that the traffickers largel\ operate as orga-
ni]ed crime groups� 6ome court cases referring to 
large structured criminal organi]ations are reported�

Criminal eǀstice Response

All countries in &entral and 6outh-(astern (urope 
have dedicated legislation criminali]ing trafficking 
in persons�

%etween вабй and вавв� the conviction rate ΋rst fell 
E\ г per cent then rose E\ aEove га per cent com-
pared to its вабй Easeline� reΌecting the lifting of 
pandemic-related restrictions�

Fig. 175 Traffickers convicted in Central and 
South-Eastern Europe, by region of 
citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data on the citi]enship гдб convicted in бд countries in &entral 
and 6outh-(astern (urope�
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Fig. 176 Share of traffickers reported in court case 
summaries in Central and South-Eastern 
Europe, by type of structure*

6ource� */27,3 collection of court case summaries�


 %ased on information emerging from the narrative of зд cases on 
trafficking in persons concluded with a conviction in &entral and 
6outh-(astern (urope� for a total of йдб persons convicted�
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Fig. 177 Trend in the number of persons convicted 
in Central and South-Eastern Europe 
base year 2019*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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Western and 
Southern Europe*

* 7his region comprises of Andorra� Austria� %elgium� &\prus� 'enmark� )inland� )rance� *erman\� *reece� ,reland� ,tal\� 
/ichtenstein� /uxemEourg� 0alta� 1etherlands �.ingdom of the�� 1orwa\� 3ortugal� 6pain� 6weden� 6wit]erland� the 8nited 
.ingdom of *reat %ritain and 1orthern ,reland� 7¾rki\e and the +ol\ 6ee�

*loEal 5eport on 7rafficking in 3ersons ����



KEY FINDINGS FOR FOR WESTERN 
AND SOUTHERN EUROPE, 2022

7rends compared to ���� �pre-&ovid�

0ain pro΋le of the victims detected ����� or most recent�

0ain forms of exploitation detected ����� or most recent�

0ain Όows detected ����� or most recent�

%39 %28 %24

%28
of all victims detected in the 
region originate in Central and 
South-Eastern Europe

%15
of all victims detected in 
Sub-Sahara Africa 

%15
of all victims detected in 
South Asia and East Asia

of total detected victims
are women

of total detected victims
are men

of total detected victims
are boys

%39
of total detected victims 
are trafficked for 
forced labour

%22
of total detected victims 
are trafficked
sexual exploitation

%22
of total detected victims 
are trafficked for 
forced criminality

% %+33
in the number 
of convictions

%+89 victims detected for 
other purposes

victims detected for 
forced labour

%+72

+45
in the detection of victims

+ 40% boys, + 82% men

III  —  Regional Overviews
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Victims

As in вава and вавб� most victims detected in :est-
ern and 6outhern (urope in вавв were adults� with 
a higher share of men than women detected� 2f 
the children detected� Eo\s were detected in a much 
larger share than girls� 

7he decline in victim detection in вава can Ee 
attriEuted to the sharp decrease in the detection 
of women trafficked in sexual exploitation in con-
nection with pandemic-related restrictions� 'uring 
the pandemic� traffickers moved victims in sexual 
exploitation to more private locations� making them 
more difficult to detect� 6ince pandemic-related 
restrictions have lifted� the level of victims of 
trafficking for sexual exploitation has largel\ 
returned to that of вабй� At the same time� however� 
the numEer of detected victims trafficked in forced 
laEour greatl\ increased �from б�в per баа�ааа 
population to в�б per баа�ааа population�� 6imilar 
trends are to Ee found for trafficking for other pur-
poses� mainl\ for forced criminalit\ �from б�б per 
баа�ааа population to в�б per баа�ааа population�� 
determining the total increase in the victims 
detected in вавв�

Fig. 178 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
Western and Southern Europe, by age group 
and sex, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 (xtrapolation Eased on вд�игд victims detected in вг countries in 
:estern and 6outhern (urope where information on the sex and age 
profile of the victims was reported�

24%
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9%

Fig. 179 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in Western and Southern Europe, 
by age group and sex (2019–2022)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on information from вв countries reporting on this indicator for 
the entire period�

Fig. 180 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in Western and Southern Europe, 
base year 2019

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on information from вв countries reporting on this indicator for 
the entire period�
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9ictims trafficked for forced laEour account for the 
maMorit\ victims detected in this region� 9ictims 
trafficked for sexual exploitation and for forced 
criminalit\ were detected in similar shares� A 
relativel\ small numEer of cases of trafficking for 
the purposes of forced Eegging� forced marriage� 
and organ removal were recorded along with other 
forms of exploitation�

Fig. 181 Trend in victims detected per 100,000 
population in Western and Southern Europe, 
by forms of exploitation (2019–2022)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on information from вв countries reporting on this indicator for 
the entire period�
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Fig. 182 Share of detected victims of trafficking in 
Western and Southern Europe, by forms 
of exploitation, 2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on вв�зби victims detected in вг countries in :estern and 
6outhern (urope where information on forms of exploitation was 
reported�
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0en victims made up жд per cent of all victims in 
forced laEour detected� while women and Eo\s 
were detected in near eTual shares �бж and би per 
cent� respectivel\��

)rom the anal\sis of the court cases from the region 
it appears that victims are cross-Eorder trafficked 
into the agriculture� restaurant and cleaning�domes-
tic work sectors�и

Fig. 183 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation, by age group and sex, 
2022 (or most recent)*

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data of д�йей victims detected in вв countries and territories in 
:estern and 6outhern (urope�



 ,n вавв �or most recent�� five countries in this region reported victims 
under ȉotherȊ and three provided additional identification data� 6ee the 
individual countr\ profiles of 'enmark� *reece and ,tal\� 

Fig. 184 Share of detected victims of trafficking for 
forced labour, by age group and sex, 2022 
(or most recent)

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data�


 %ased on data of з�йзд victims detected in вв countries and territories in 
:estern and 6outhern (urope�
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A large numEer of victims detected in :estern and 
6outhern (urope who were trafficked for sexual 
exploitation in вавв were women �жг per cent� and 
to a lesser extent girls �ве per cent�� 

7rafficking for forced criminalit\ in the region� which 
amounted to a little under a Tuarter of all detected 
cases� appears to largel\ impact children� particu-
larl\ Eo\s� more than adults�й

Trafficking Floǝs

,n :estern and 6outhern (urope in вавв� there was 
an increase in incoming cross-Eorder trafficking 
when compared to вава� :ith pandemic-related 
travel restrictions and Eorder closings lifted� the 
level of cross-Eorder trafficking largel\ returned to 
that of вабй�

,n вавв� more than half �еж per cent� of all Όows 
detected in the region were domestic or directed 
from 6outh-(astern (urope in near-eTual shares 
or from other parts of (urope� &ompared to previ-
ous \ears� more detected victims were trafficked 
across relativel\ long distances to :estern and 

6outhern (uropean countries� 2ther signi΋cant 
shares of detected victims were trafficked from 
6uE-6aharan Africa and 1orth Africa� 6outh Asia 
and (ast Asia� 2ver the last few \ears� an increasing 
share of victims from (ast Africa and fewer from 
:est Africa were detected� 

Map. 22 Share of detected victims of trafficking in Western and 
Southern Europe, by region of citizenship, 2022 (or most recent)
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Flows: detected victims in destination countries

Flows: less than 5% of detected victims in destination countries

Fig. 185 Share of victims detected in Western and 
Southern Europe, by region of citizenship 
(2019, 2020, 2021, 2022) 

6ource� 812'& elaEoration of national data� 
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Traffickers

0en comprised over за per cent of those investi-
gated� prosecuted� and convicted of trafficking 
in persons in :estern and 6outhern (urope 
in вавв� :omen made up бй per cent of those 
convicted� &hildren were also convicted in small 
shares� with slightl\ more Eo\s than girls� 

Fig. 186 Persons investigated for trafficking in persons 
in Western and Southern Europe, by sex 
and age group, 2022 (or most recent)* 
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 %ased on data on sex and age of з�биб persons investigated in вб 
countries and territories in :estern and 6outhern (urope� 

Fig. 187 Persons prosecuted for trafficking in persons 
in Western and Southern Europe, by sex and 
age group, 2022 (or most recent)* 
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 %ased on data on sex and age of г�заб persons prosecuted in би 
countries in :estern and 6outhern (urope� 

Fig. 188 Persons convicted for trafficking in persons 
in Western and Southern Europe, by sex 
and age group, 2022 (or most recent)*
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 %ased on в�вдй persons convicted in вв countries in :estern and 
6outhern (urope� 

,n terms of nationalit\ of those convicted� over жа 
per cent were citi]ens of the countries in which the\ 
were convicted in вавв� 6maller shares of convicted 
traffickers came from 6outh-(astern (urope �бе per 
cent� and 6uE-6aharan Africa �ж per cent�� 

%ased on information provided E\ national author-
ities in court case narratives� traffickers appear to 
primaril\ operate in organi]ed crime groups� ,n par-
ticular� man\ court case summaries report 
structured transnational criminal organi]ations� 
7he narrative of the cases reported E\ authorities 
suggest man\ of these groups operating in the 
region also engage in multiple t\pes of crime in 
addition to trafficking in persons� including Eut not 
limited to� mone\ laundering�ба ΋nancial fraudбб and 
smuggling of migrants�бв

Fig. 189 Traffickers convicted in Western and 
Southern Europe, by region of citizenship, 
2022 (or most recent)* 

6ource� */27,3 collection of court case summaries�


 %ased on б�иба persons convicted in бж countries in :estern and 
6outhern (urope where information on citi]enship of persons convicted 
was availaEle�
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Fig. 190 Share of traffickers reported in court case 
summaries in Western and Southern Europe, 
by type of structure*

6ource� */27,3 collection of court case summaries�


 %ased on information emerging from the narrative of биа cases on 
trafficking in persons concluded with a conviction in :estern and 
6outhern (urope� for a total of йде persons convicted�
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Criminal eǀstice Response

All countries in :estern and 6outhern (urope have 
dedicated legislation criminali]ing trafficking in 
persons�

After a period of decline due to restrictions con-
nected to the pandemic restrictions� the numEer 
of convictions in the region increased in вавб and 
staEili]ed in вавв�

Fig. 191 Trend in the number of persons convicted in 
Western and Southern Europe, 
base year 2019
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 %ased on information on бд countries reporting on this indicator for the 
entire period�
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� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
&anada� &ase ���� &anada� &ase ���� &anada� &ase ���� 
&anada� &ase ���� &anada� &ase ���� &anada� &ase ���� 
&anada� &ase ���� 0exico� &ase ���� 0exico� &ase ���� 
0exico� &ase ���� 0exico� &ase ���� 8nited 6tates of 
America �the�� &ase ���� 8nited 6tates of America �the�� 
&ase ���� 8nited 6tates of America �the��

� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
&anada� &ase ���� 0exico�

� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
8nited 6tates of America �the�� &ase ���� &anada�

� ,n this region� some cases of trafficking for forced laEour 
ma\ not appear in criminal records Eecause the\ are 
handled solel\ at the administrative level� 7his can happen 
when the case does not meet the threshold for criminal 
prosecution� or when the authorities decide to address the 
matter through administrative procedures� such as laEour 
inspections or regulator\ sanctions� As a result� although 
the exploitation ma\ Ee identified and addressed� it ma\ 
not Ee formall\ prosecuted as a crime� leaving gaps in the 
criminal Mustice s\stem
s aEilit\ to full\ reflect the extent 
of trafficking for forced laEour in the region�

� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
3aragua\� &ase ���� Argentina� &ase ���� 9ene]uela� 
&ase ���� &hile�

� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� &ase ���� 0\anmar� 
&ase ���� 7hailand� &ase ���� 1ew =ealand�

Endnotes

� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
Australia� &ase ���� 7hailand�

� 6ee 812'&� 6herloc &ase /aw 'ataEase� &ase ,7x���� 
812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� )inland� 
&ase ���� 3ortugal� &ase ���� 1etherlands �.ingdom of the�� 
6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
%elgium� &ase ���� )inland� &ase ���� 1orwa\� 812'&� 
6herloc &ase /aw 'ataEase� &ase ),1���� 6ee also 812'&� 
*/27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� Austria� 6ee also 
812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ��� %elgium� 
&ase ���� %elgium�

� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ��� 
1orwa\� &ase ��� 1orwa\� &ase ���� 1orwa\� &ase ���� 
)rance� &ase ���� Austria� 6ee the 8nited .ingdom of 
*reat %ritain and 1orthern ,reland ȁ 1ational 5eferral 
0echanism 6tatistics on the sex and age group profile 
of the victims trafficked for forced criminalit\�

�� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
%elgium� &ase ���� )rance�

�� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
%elgium�

�� 6ee 812'&� */27,3 &ourt &ase 6ummaries� &ase ���� 
%elgium� &ase ���� 6pain�
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