STQP RAPE NOW

UN ACTION AGAINST SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CONFLICT

Statement by the Special Representative of the Setary-General on
Sexual Violence in Conflict Margot Wallstrém

APPREHENSION OF GENERAL LOPEZ FUENTES SENDS STRONG SIGNAL THAT
JUSTICE WILL PREVAIL

(New York, 23 June 2011)

| welcome the arrest of General Hector Mario Lopeentes by Guatemalan authorities. General Lopez
Fuentes was Chief of Staff of the Guatemalan arfoess from March 1982 to October 1983. He faces
allegations of genocide, war crimes and crimesrsgdiumanity. These allegations include directing a
policy of wide-scale military attacks on civiliars particularly indigenous Mayans — in which entire
villages were destroyed, inhabitants of all agesewkilled and women and young girls were
systematically raped.

International law demands that those in the higpesitions of power must be held accountable when
they are responsible for acts of violence committgdnilitary subordinates. But this is not onlyemal
obligation; the United Nations recognizes that egdimpunity is essential if a society is to comeeions
with past abuses against civilians. Therefore amgrehension of General Lopez Fuentes sends ajstron
signal to all perpetrators that conflict-relatecks® violence is not acceptable, and that justick w
ultimately prevail.

Sexual violence thrives on silence and impunity.nY#a have no rights if those who violate their right
go unpunished. For almost 20 years, the victims sundivors of atrocities in Guatemala have been
waiting for redress. Since bringing their casehtirt national authorities in 2000, the survivoreugr the
Association for Justice and Reconciliation has ioomd to fight impunity. | urge the authoritiesensure
the protection of victims, witnesses, human rigeéenders and justice operators throughout thial leg
process, and to continue its important efforts lideo to guarantee the rights of all victims of saxu
violence.

We continue to monitor this and other incidentsatbfged sexual violence in conflict, wherever they
occur.

For additional information, please contact:
Mattias Sundholm, Office of the SRSG on Sexual &gk in Conflict,

at +1 917 628 3531 @undholm@un.org




