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Statement by the Special Representative of the Secretary-General  on  

Sexual Violence in Conflict Margot Wallström  

NEW REPORT CONFIRMS THE IMPORTANCE OF REFORMING THE CONGOLESE 
NATIONAL ARMY 

(New York, 22 July 2011) 

 
 

I welcome the report issued today by the United Nations Joint Human Rights Office (UNJHRO) 
on the mass rapes and other human rights violations committed in eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) 31 December 2010 and 1 January 2011. The report is important in that it does 
not only establish what took place in the villages of Bushani and Kalambahiro in North Kivu on 
these dates, but also provides the government of the DRC, the UN’s peacekeeping mission 
MONUSCO and humanitarian partners with recommendations on how to better protect civilians 
and to ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice. 

Based on investigations undertaken into these violations, the UNJHRO can confirm that men in 
uniform identified by various sources as soldiers of the Forces Armées de la République 
Démocratique du Congo (FARDC) submitted 47 women, including one minor, to sexual 
violence, including rape. Most worrying in the follow-up to these atrocities is the limited 
cooperation between the FARDC and the military justice, which seriously risks impeding the 
efforts to fight impunity. 

An army turning on its own people cannot be left unchecked or unpunished. Primary 
responsibility rests with the Congolese authorities for investigating this incident, pursuing the 
perpetrators and bringing them to justice. For our part, the UN is continuously identifying ways 
to support the survivors and engaging with governments. 

The report indirectly confirms the importance of security sector reform in the DRC in general 
and army reform more specifically. Army reform is a delicate task, requiring that various 
factions are brought together as a single army. In the Congo, donors should agree together with 
the DRC government on a common approach, including vetting mechanisms, training, and the 
disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration of members of the army. 
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We continue to monitor this and other incidents of alleged sexual violence in conflict, wherever 
they occur, and stand in solidarity with the survivors. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For additional information, please contact: 

Mattias Sundholm, Office of the SRSG on Sexual Violence in Conflict, 

at +1 917 628 3531 or sundholm@un.org. 

 


