
14 November 2019 

Dear Ms. Ritchie, 

On behalf of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1718 
(2006), I have the honour to refer to your letter dated 28 October 2019, by which you requested 
the Committee for an adjustment of the timeframe for the exemption granted to First Steps 
Health Society on 12 March 2019, pursuant to paragraph 25 of Security Council resolution 
2397 (2017), to engage in humanitarian activities in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK), in particular authorizing the import of soymilk processing systems for the benefit of 
the civilian population of the DPRK, and requesting a further exemption from the measures 
imposed pursuant to paragraph 7 of resolution 2397 (2017) to allow for the import of additional 
items related to soymilk processing systems to the DPRK. 

I wish to inform you that, following due consideration of the information provided, the 
Committee has decided to adjust the timeframe for the shipment of the relevant items until 
13 May 2020, and further decided to approve the requested exemption for the additional items 
outlined in your letter, the details of which are enclosed in this letter as an attachment, in 
accordance with paragraph 25 of Security Council resolution 2397 (2017). 

The Committee would like to thank First Steps Health Society for its diligence. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) 

Christoph Heusgen 
Chair 

Security Council Committee established 
pursuant to resolution 1718 (2006) 

Attachment: 
- List of Items for Transfer to the DPRK

Ms. Susan Ritchie 
Executive Director 
First Steps Health Society 

CC: UN Resident Coordinator a.i. in the DPRK 

United Nations  Nations Unies 
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First Steps Health Society exemption - Annex

Decision Material 

Description

Specifications Purpose Quantity Value Per 

Item (USD)

Origin Port of 

Departure

Port of Entry Parties 

involved in 

transaction

Measure to ensure use of 

intended purposes

Soymilk 
Production 
Equipment

VitaCow 
(SoyCow E)

5 Units. The VitaCow is a food processing system for producing soymilk and 
derivatives. The system enables soymilk production sites to produce 40-45 litres 
per hour of soymilk. It produces batches of soymilk with a  grinder, cooker,  filter 
press and 9 kW electric boiler.
Each unit includes:
• Electric steam boiler 9 kW

Power Consumption: Varies ~40 Amperes
Working Pressure: 60 PSI
Operating Temperature: 110 Celsius
• Cooker

• Filter press

• Filter bags

• Tofu box

• Water feed pump

• Stainless steel braided steam hose

• FE06 Grinder (x2)

• FE06 Grinding Stone (x4)

• Electric Boiler Parts

For soymilk production. The VitaCow will 
be installed in soymilk production facilities 
and used for the production of soymilk for 
school-age children. First Steps staff have 
regular access to soymilk production sites 
to observe the production of soymilk.

5 Per unit: 

$8,040

Total: 

$40,200

Thailand Bangkok, 
Thailand

Via Dalian Port 
of China to 
Nampo Port 
DPR Korea

Supplier is 
Ottawa-based 
Malnutrition 
Matters.

First Steps staff visit each 
soymilk production site two 
to four times each year.

Soymilk 
Production 
Equipment

VitaGoat 
(SoyCow M)

5 Units. The VitaGoat is a food processing system for producing soymilk and 
derivatives. The system enables soymilk production sites to produce  30-60 litres 
per hour of soymilk. It produces batches of soymilk with a  grinder, cooker,  filter 
press and multi-fuel steam boiler. 
Each units includes:
• Multi-fuel Steam Boiler 

• Cooker

• Filter press

• Filter bags

• Tofu box

• Water feed pump

• Stainless steel braided steam hose

• FE06 Grinder (x2)

• FE06 Grinding Stone (x4)

• Chimney (x2)

For soymilk production. The VitaGoat will 
be installed in soymilk production facilities 
and used for the production of soymilk for 
school-age children. First Steps staff have 
regular access to soymilk production sites 
to observe the production of soymilk.

5 Per Unit: 

$6,602

Total: 

$33,010

Thailand Bangkok, 
Thailand

Via Dalian Port 
of China to 
Nampo Port 
DPR Korea

Supplier is 
Ottawa-based 
Malnutrition 
Matters.

First Steps staff visit each 
soymilk production site two 
to four times each year.

*Equipment from Taiwan and India are shipped to Thailand where the systems are 
consolidated before shipping to DPRK



POSTAL ADDRESS - ADRESSE POSTALE:  UNITED NATIONS, N.Y. 10017 
CABLE ADDRESS - ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE:  UNATIONS NEWYORK 

REFERENCE:  S/AC.49/2019/OC.XX

The Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 

1718 (2006) presents his compliments to the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United 

Nations and has the honour to refer to its note verbale dated 4 March 2019 and its enclosure, 

forwarding a request from First Steps Health Society, a Canadian non-governmental 

organization carrying out assistance and relief activities in the Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea (DPRK), for an exemption from the measures imposed pursuant to 

paragraph 7 of resolution 2397 (2017) to allow for the import of soymilk processing systems 

for the benefit of the civilian population of the DPRK, in accordance with paragraph 25 of 

resolution 2397 (2017). 

The Chair has the further honour to inform Canada that, following due consideration, 

the Committee has decided to approve the requested exemption in the abovementioned note 

verbale, in accordance with paragraph 25 of Security Council resolution 2397 (2017), to 

transfer the items outlined in Canada’s note verbale within the next six months, which is 

enclosed in this note verbale as an attachment. The items are requested to be shipped once 

together or in a consolidated manner, with a view to increasing efficiency of shipping and 

custom clearance. 

The Committee reiterates that the sanctions measures imposed by the Security Council 

through its resolutions with respect to the DPRK are not intended to bear a negative impact on 

the people of the DPRK, and the note verbale it issued to all Member States, as well as its press 

release SC/13113 of 8 December 2017, offer clarifications as regards humanitarian aid to the 

DPRK. The note verbale further recalls that each Member State must fully implement relevant 

Security Council measures, while keeping in mind the need to clarify to public and private 

sector entities in their jurisdiction that, while properly implementing United Nations sanctions, 

humanitarian activities should not be unduly restricted. 

The Committee further supports and approves Canada engaging in necessary business and 

financial transactions only for the purchase of goods and services exempted by the Committee 

and found in the attachment without prejudice to the relevant commercial decisions. 

Permanent Mission of Canada 

to the United Nations 

New York 

UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 



At the same time, the Committee requests relevant organizations delivering humanitarian 

assistance to the DPRK to adhere to the exemption time limit approved by the Committee and 

fully respect and abide by relevant national laws, regulations, and licensing requirements 

governing financial and commercial transactions, and shipping and custom clearance conducted 

in the jurisdictions of affected Member States. 

The Chair has the further honour to inform Canada that this note verbale and its annex 

will be published on the 1718 Committee website for the public, including relevant national 

authorities involved in reviewing the exempted transfers to the DPRK, for a period of six 

months. 

The Committee would like to thank Canada for its diligence. 

The Chair of the Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 

1718 (2006) avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent Mission of Canada 

to the United Nations the assurances of his highest consideration. 

12 March 2019 

Attachment: 

- List of Items for Transfer to the DPRK

(Signed)



Decision Material 
Description

Specifications Purpose Quantity Value Per Item 
(CAD)

Origin Port of Departure Port of Entry Parties involved in 
transaction

Measure to ensure use of intended 
purposes

Soymilk 
Production 
Equipment

VitaCow 
(SoyCow E)

30 Units. The VitaCow is a food processing system for 
producing soymilk and derivatives. The system enables 
soymilk production sites to produce 40-45 litres per hour of 
soymilk. It produces batches of soymilk with a  grinder, 
cooker,  filter press and 9 kW electric boiler.
Each unit includes:
• Electric steam boiler 9 kW
Power Consumption: Varies ~40 Amperes
Working Pressure: 60 PSI
Operating Temperature: 110 Celsius
• Cooker
• Filter press
• Filter bags
• Tofu box
• Water feed pump
• Stainless steel braided steam hose
• FE05 or FE06 Grinder

For soymilk production. The VitaCow will be installed 
in soymilk production facilities and used for the 
production of soymilk for school-age children. First 
Steps staff have regular access to soymilk production 
sites to observe the production of soymilk.

5 Per unit: $6,900
Total: $34,500

Thailand Bangkok, Thailand Via Dalian Port 
of China to 
Nampo Port 
DPR Korea

Supplier is Ottawa-
based Malnutrition 
Matters.

First Steps staff visit each soymilk 
production site two to four times each year.

Soymilk 
Production 
Equipment

VitaGoat 
(SoyCow M)

30 Units. The VitaGoat is a food processing system for 
producing soymilk and derivatives. The system enables 
soymilk production sites to produce  30-60 litres per hour of 
soymilk. It produces batches of soymilk with a  grinder, 
cooker,  filter press and multi-fuel steam boiler. 
Each units includes:
• Multi-fuel Steam Boiler
• Cooker
• Filter press
• Filter bags
• Tofu box
• Water feed pump
• Stainless steel braided steam hose
• FE05 or FE06 Grinder

For soymilk production. The VitaGoat will be installed 
in soymilk production facilities and used for the 
production of soymilk for school-age children. First 
Steps staff have regular access to soymilk production 
sites to observe the production of soymilk.

8 Per Unit: $5,200
Total: $41,600

Thailand Bangkok, Thailand Via Dalian Port 
of China to 
Nampo Port 
DPR Korea

Supplier is Ottawa-
based Malnutrition 
Matters.

First Steps staff visit each soymilk 
production site two to four times each year.

Soymilk 
Production 
Equipment

SuperCow
(SoyCow 30)

30 Units. The SoyCow 30 is a food processing system for 
producing soymilk and derivatives. The system enables 
soymilk production sites to produce approximately 80 litres 
per hour of soymilk. It produces soymilk with a combined 
grinder & cooker, enclosed filter press and 18 kW, 380 V, 3-
Phase electric boiler. 
Each unit includes:
• 18 kW Semi - Automatic Electric Boiler w/ stainless steel 
core and hydraulic (manual) water feed pump.
Power consumption: Maximum 60 Amperes
Working Pressure: 60 PSI
Operating Temperature: 110 Celsius
• Cooker/Grinder combination
• Filter press
• Filter bags
• Tofu box
• Stainless steel braided steam hose

For soymilk production. The SuperCow will be installed 
in soymilk production facilities and used for the 
production of soymilk for school-age children. First 
Steps staff have regular access to soymilk production 
sites to observe the production of soymilk.

2 Per Unit: $11,900
Total: $23,800

India* and 
Thailand

Mumbai, India
Bangkok, Thailand

Via Dalian Port 
of China to 
Nampo Port 
DPR Korea

Supplier is Ottawa-
based Malnutrition 
Matters.

First Steps staff visit each soymilk 
production site two to four times each year.

*Equipment from Taiwan and India are shipped to Thailand where the systems are consolidated before shipping to DPRK
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