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CTED issues report on the interrelationship between counter-terrorism frameworks 

and international humanitarian law 

 
New York, 11 January 2022 – Today, the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate 

(CTED) issued a study on “The interrelationship between counter-terrorism frameworks and 

international humanitarian law”.  

The study, prepared in accordance with Security Council resolution 2617 (2021), builds on 

CTED’s engagement with Member States and other relevant stakeholders, including in the 

context of the country assessment visits conducted on behalf of the Counter-Terrorism 

Committee. It also benefits from a contribution by the Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), which provided an anonymized analysis and synthesis of 

information collected from the humanitarian community on the impact of counter-terrorism 

measures on humanitarian operations conducted in situations of armed conflict where 

terrorist groups are active.  

The study maps the references to international humanitarian law contained in Council 

resolutions addressing threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts. 

Based on that mapping, the study explores (without seeking to provide an exhaustive 

analysis) two pertinent issues repeatedly addressed in the relevant resolutions: (i) the 

impact of counter-terrorism measures on humanitarian action carried out in armed conflict 

contexts in a manner consistent with international law; and (ii) the linkages between 

terrorism and serious violations of international humanitarian law, with a view to promoting 

comprehensive accountability for terrorist conduct.  

You can download the full report here. 
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Background 
 
The Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) was established by Security Council resolution 
1373 (2001), which was adopted unanimously on 28 September 2001 in the wake of the 11 
September terrorist attacks carried out in the United States. The Committee (which consists 
of all 15 Members of the Security Council) was tasked with monitoring implementation of 
resolution 1373 (2001), which requests States to implement a number of measures intended 
to enhance their legal, institutional and operational abilities to counter terrorist activities at 
home, in their regions, and around the world.  

The Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED) was established by 
the Council as a special political mission of the United Nations, tasked with assisting the 
Counter-Terrorism Committee in monitoring Member States’ implementation of resolution 
1373 (2001) and other relevant counter-terrorism resolutions. Acting on the Committee’s 
behalf, CTED conducts on-site country assessments visits, with the consent of the host State, 
to identify progress made and remaining challenges in addressing threats posed by terrorists 
to international peace and security. The findings of the assessment visits also form the basis 
for technical assistance and capacity-building projects delivered by partner entities. 
 
 


