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Excellencies, distinguished participants, 

 

Let me express my gratitude to the Inter-American Committee against 

Terrorism (CICTE) of the Organization of America States (OAS CICTE) and 

the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) for 

organizing this important meeting.  

 

This is a momentous year: the international community marks the 20th 

anniversary of the adoption of Security Council resolution 1373 and the 

fifteenth anniversary of the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy.  

 

Resolution 1373 and successive resolutions have provided a framework and  

roadmap for building the needed national, regional, and international 

capabilities to counter terrorism and violent extremism.  

 

Since its adoption, Member States in different regions of the world – including 

in Latin America and the Caribbean – have introduced major changes to their 

counter-terrorism architecture.  

 



Based on CTED’s assessments, including findings contained in our latest Global 

Implementation Surveys of Security Council resolutions 1373 and 1624, States 

have:  

 

- Introduced counter-terrorism legislation in compliance with the relevant 

Security Council resolutions and international and regional counter-

terrorism instruments.  

 

- Strengthened their criminal-justice and operational capacities to detect, 

disrupt and prosecute terrorist networks.  

 

- Enhanced law enforcement and border security measures, critical 

infrastructure protection and counter-financing of terrorism capacities.   

 

- And improved intelligence-sharing partnerships and cooperation.  

 

I commend the work of individual Member States, as well as those of our United 

Nations and regional partners that have provided critical support – in part 

based on the Committee’s identified gaps and technical assistance needs of 

Member States - over the past two decades, including within the frameworks of 

CARICOM and OAS/CICTE.  

 

Excellencies, distinguished participants, 

 

Twenty years into this global campaign to counter terrorism, the international 

community has made significant progress, but we cannot remain complacent.  

 



The threat of terrorism persists, it continues to adapt and evolve. 

 

ISIL, Al-Qaida and its global franchises continue to inspire followers.  

 

Within the subregion, the risk of recruitment to terrorism, the volume and 

accessibility of terrorist propaganda, and the potential exploitation of the 

banking system and informal economies to fund terrorist networks remain 

matters of concern.  

 

Because of its geography, the region remains vulnerable to maritime criminal 

activity, including the smuggling of small arms and light weapons; people; 

chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear materials; and attacks against 

critical infrastructure and soft targets.  

 

Hundreds of Foreign Terrorist Fighters from the region have travelled to 

conflict zones.  

 

These individuals still pose a threat, reinforcing the need for tailored and 

comprehensive prosecution, rehabilitation and reintegration measures.  

 

Globally, we are witnessing increasing instances of racially and ethnically 

motivated violent extremist acts.  

 

These varied movements, united by a common disdain for human dignity, 

present new and unique challenges. We need to redouble our efforts to address 

conditions conducive to terrorism both offline and online.  

 



But Governments cannot do it alone.  

 

It is important to engage all sectors of society including religious, community 

and women leaders, educators, and youth in the development and 

implementation of counter-terrorism strategies.  

 

And it goes without saying: the COVID-19 pandemic has an impact on almost 

every aspect of our lives, including the security landscape.  

 

The socioeconomic fallout from the crisis may undermine decades of progress. 

 

Greater cooperation between and among States in the region and cross-

regionally is more necessary today than ever before. 

 

Our fight against terrorism cannot succeed unless we remain flexible, gender-

sensitive and respect human rights and the rule of law.  

 

Excellencies, distinguished participants, 

 

As we approach the 20th anniversary of the adoption of resolution 1373 (2001), 

the Committee and CTED look forward to the opportunity to build on our 

momentum to strengthen multilateral and regional collaboration, enhance our 

partnerships, and identify opportunities for future engagement.  

 

Thank you. 

 

  


