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The decision to convene this debate on the rule of law is timely and opportune 

because transformative changes are occurring in the international arena, and they 

dictate that we affirm our shared values. We believe fundamentally that national 

and international peace and security must rest upon our acceptance of the 

supremacy of law in the conduct of affairs, and indeed that law must be founded on 

the principles of fairness and justice.  

 

The Government and people of Liberia, working closely with the United Nations 

and the international community, have made significant progress in re-establishing 

the rule of law after 14 years of a ravaging conflict that crippled the entire rule of 

law system. In the consolidation of peace, we have focused particular attention on 

the re-establishment of the rule of law. It was an important pillar of our poverty 

reduction strategy, and today it is an integral part of our agenda for transformation. 

It occupies a central place in our engagement with the Peacebuilding Commission 

and is a strong link binding the countries of the Group of Seven Plus.  

 

We are proud of the progress we have made in rebuilding the justice and security 

institutions in terms of structure and capacity, especially the Liberian National 

Police and the Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization, the foremost institutions 

charged with ensuring internal security. We have, among other things, set up a 

number of institutions. We have established a sexual and gender-based violence 

crimes unit and a specialized court that is investigating and prosecuting cases of 

sexual and gender-based violence. We have enacted a freedom of information act, 

signed the Table Mountain Declaration, and instituted a law reform commission, 

which is modernizing our national laws, bringing them into conformity with 

international standards. We have established an independent commission of human 

rights, which has been challenged to promote a human rights culture and help 

foster reconciliation among our people. We have created a land commission, which 

is reforming the land tenure system so as to minimize conflict around land 



ownership in the country. We have set up a judicial institute that is engaged in 

ongoing training of judges and other justice actors to enhance the capacity of the 

judiciary, and a new commercial court, which is enabling the Government to 

speedily resolve matters relating to commercial transactions, thus improving the 

investment climate.  

 

Efforts are under way to improve other components of the criminal justice system. 

They include the construction and rehabilitation of corrections facilities across the 

country. We have also introduced a probation service, a magistrate’s sitting 

programme and a pre-detention task force. We have passed a new jury law, which 

will not only improve the qualifications of jurors but also expand the jurisdiction of 

the magisterial courts so that minor cases will be disposed of more expeditiously.  

 

Last week, with resolution 2066 (2012), the Security Council formally endorsed a 

phased reconfiguration of the United Nations Mission in Liberia over a three-year 

period. As we move forward towards implementing that transition, we are even 

more challenged to maintain the momentum for change and reform. An important 

objective is to decentralize the operations of justice and security institutions. The 

establishment of five regional justice and security hubs in strategic locations across 

the country will enhance the decentralization process and make justice more 

accessible to remote parts of the country. The first such hub is more than 50 per 

cent operational.  

 

We also face challenges that are daunting but not insurmountable. They include 

mobilizing resources to construct the four remaining hubs, implementing 

constitutional reform and the repeal of obsolete laws, accelerating the development 

of our human resource capacity, extending sexual and gender-based violence 

services in all 15 of our counties, expanding community corrections and 

rehabilitation programmes for criminal offenders, and harmonizing the formal and 

informal justice systems so as to provide greater access to justice.  

 

We are not deterred by those challenges. Rather, we are encouraged by the positive 

outcomes that we have witnessed in our reform efforts. In that spirit, we make the 

following voluntary pledges. First, we will develop and publicize an integrated 

national strategy for the justice and security sector by the end of the year 2013. 

Secondly, we will develop a multi-year strategy and to establish a sexual and 

gender-based violence unit in all of our 15 counties by 2015. Thirdly, we will 

establish a civilian oversight board for the Liberian National Police by the year 

2013, to accept complaints from the public on acts of police misconduct. Fourthly, 

we will ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 



on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. Finally, we will 

introduce new legislation and training programmes to tackle transnational crimes 

by mid-2013.  

 

In making these pledges, we reaffirm that the rule of law is a fundamental tenet of 

good governance in all of its dimensions. We undertake to continue to put in place 

those institutions that will consolidate peace and reconciliation through greater 

access to justice. In that effort, we will work in concert with our partners, whose 

support is invaluable and highly appreciated. 

 

 


