UNITED NATIONS 3/ NATIONS UNIES

PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

23 May 2025

Subject: Laureat winners of the 2025 United Nations Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize
Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to my previous letters dated 19 December 2024, 13 February
2025, and 27 February 2025, regarding the General Assembly resolution 68/275, adopted in June
2014, which established the United Nations Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize. The Prize was
created to recognize the outstanding achievements of two individuals (one female and one male)
who have dedicated their lives to the service of humanity by promoting the purposes and principles
of the United Nations, while honouring and paying homage to Nelson Mandela’s extraordinary
legacy of reconciliation, political transition, and social transformation.

Nominations for the Prize were received from a wide range of sources, including Member
States and observer States of the United Nations; entities and intergovernmental organizations with
standing invitations to participate as observers in the sessions and work of the General Assembly
and the Economic and Social Council; institutions of higher education; independent research
centres and institutes; as well as non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council.

The selection Committee representing the five regional groups were composed of the
Permanent Representatives of Egypt, Bahrain, Poland, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Finland and South
Africa as an ex-officio member, was entrusted with the responsibility of selecting the 2025
laureates.
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After cafeful deliberation, the Committee selected the following two individuals as
recipients of the third United Nations Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize:

e Mrs. Brenda Reynolds of Canada has spent her career supporting the health and well-being
of Indigenous communities. An Anishnaabe social worker from Fishing Lake First Nation,
in Saskatchewan, she is well-known for her development of the Indian Residential School
Resolution Health Support program under the Indian Re51dent1al Settlement Agreement and
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

e Mr. Kennedy Odede of the Republic of Kenya, is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer
at “Shining Hope for Communities” SHOFCO, Kenya’s largest grassroots movement, and
one of Africa’s most esteemed social entrepreneurs and community organizers. He is best

- known for his award-winning work to transform the lives of slum residents and direct
resources and decision-making power to local community organizations. Today, SHOFCO
impacts more than 2.4 million people each year in Kenya by organizing and strengthening
commumty groups across 68 sites and fostering partnerships to deliver essential services to
support them.

In addition, the following eminent individuals served as honorary members of the Committee in
an advisory capacity:

e H.E. Mrs. Marcella A. Liburd, Governor General of the Federation of Saint Kitts and Nevis

e H.E. Mrs. Tarja Halonen, former President of the Republic of Finland

e HE. Mr. Mohamed Mostafa ElBaradei, former Vice President of Egypt and Director-
General of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

o Dr. Elzbieta Teresa Mikos-Skuza, Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, University of
Warsaw

The laureates will be honoured during the annual commemoration of Nelson Mandela
International Day, to be held on 18 July 2025 at 10 a.m. in the General Assembly Hall at United
Nations Headquarters.

For any additional information, your office may contact Ms. Isabel Avomo Sima, Senior
Advisor in my office via email at isabel.avomosima@un.org.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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