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SUMMARY 

The President of the seventy-seventh session of the General Assembly, H.E. Csaba Kőrösi, convened the second 

Morning Dialogue with Permanent Representatives on the theme “Crisis Management in the General Assembly” 

on Friday, 28 October 2022.  

In September, world leaders took to the rostrum of the General Assembly to outline their assessments of the state 

of world affairs. Their outlooks were as visionary as they were varied. But they were bound by one common 

thread: the world is in crisis. From wars and conflicts to climate change, food, energy and economic crises, 

suffocating debts, and health emergencies. They spoke of transcending boundaries and that business as usual no 

longer suffices. But what does that actually mean? How can these political messages be translated into action?  

Morning Dialogue participants agreed that the world is facing unprecedented, interlinked challenges. However, 

sometimes it takes a crisis to collectively jolt us awake. At the General Assembly, such existential challenges 

should be viewed as opportunities to reassess what we are doing, why we are doing it and how we are doing it.  

An immediate stumbling block is deepening mistrust amongst Member States. Sometimes, Member States cannot 

even agree on what is fact and what is fiction. Participants agreed that to build common ground, Member States 

need to be able to interact freely. The General Assembly offers that forum for dialogue. But moving from Summit 

to Summit will not allow for the frank exchange that is really needed. Informal discussions, without politics or 

pressure of an outcome should be pursued. Morning dialogues are good for discussion and should be used more 

to engage Members States informally and build trust. However, providing spaces is only one part of the puzzle. 

How Member States use them, and actually engage with each other, is another. Member States need to move away 

from speaking at each other and start speaking and listening to each other.  

With 181 agenda items, it is difficult to meaningfully address the most pressing issues. The General Assembly 

should take a more analytical approach, assessing horizontal issues across its Main Committees. Permanent 

Representatives should be willing and able to engage more on the substance rather than focus on technical issues. 

The PGA should also continue to coordinate with the Presidents of ECOSOC and the Security Council. Such an 

approach contributes to identifying trends and allowing Member States to assess the direction of travel and change 

course if needed. Robotically ticking off agenda items one by one is a one-way road to irrelevance.  

The war in Ukraine and the 11th Emergency Special Session have brought new impetus to the work of the General 

Assembly. That is true internally, but also in the eyes of the world. Some suggested that the ESS be used to build 

more consensus, and that its scope be broadened to universal topics such as the impact of the war on economies. 

However, it was mentioned that Member States should not self-censor or shy away from topics because they are 

seen as difficult or polarising. The consequences of this war demand a global response. We must also grapple with 

perceptions of double standards, and ensure due attention is paid to other, longstanding crises on our agenda.  

ESS aside, the General Assembly is facing a challenge of communication. The PGA should embrace the 

parliamentary nature of the Assembly and frequently brief the international media. This should be strategically 

coordinated with UN leadership and should focus on political issues facing the Assembly, rather than the agenda 

of the day.  

In the face of such complex and interlocking crises, the General Assembly is at a crossroads. One path leads to a 

revitalised, agile, visible, and relevant General Assembly, with Member States who speak and listen to each other. 

The other is business as usual. World leaders have been clear. There is only one path we must take. The eyes of 

our eight billion constituents are on us.  


