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CONCEPT NOTE 
 

High-level Debate of the General Assembly  

on “Enhancing youth mainstreaming in crime prevention policies” 
 

United Nations Headquarters 
6 June 2022 

 
 

Mandate 

The High-level Debate will be held pursuant to General Assembly resolution 76/187 entitled 

“Strengthening the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme, in particular its 

technical cooperation capacity” in which the Assembly invites, in operative paragraph 22, the President 

of the General Assembly, in cooperation with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and with the 

involvement of relevant stakeholders, to hold, within existing resources and during the seventy-sixth 

session, a high-level debate on the theme “Enhancing youth mainstreaming in crime prevention policies” 

and to prepare a summary of the discussion for transmission to the Commission on Crime Prevention and 

Criminal Justice and to all Member States. 

Background 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development envisions bringing benefits to all people, especially the 
most vulnerable and marginalized. Member States are encouraged to provide safety and security to all 
and to devote special attention to youth1 as they are particularly vulnerable to drug use, crime and 
victimization, including gang-related crime, violent extremism and sexual exploitation. The General 
Assembly, in its resolution 74/121, also recognizes the contributions of young people to the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Engaging meaningfully with young 
people implies considering them as active agents of change. It requires considering young people as part 
of the solution and providing space for their involvement, from policymaking to implementation.2 
 
The Secretary General’s “Our Common Agenda” report3 and the Youth 2030 Strategy4 highlight the need 
for working with future generations and youth to ensure a sustainable future. Young people are key agents 
of change in effectively addressing many world economic and social challenges and have great potential 
to advocate for themselves and their communities. The development and implementation of targeted and 
tailor-made projects which seek to involve young people, especially those living in the most vulnerable 
communities, in decision making, education (including through courses on values, integrity and tolerance) 
and social and individual skills training (including through non-formal education initiatives and sports), 
entrepreneurship and job creation, can build resilience by providing youth with alternative lifestyles to 
violence and criminal conduct. 
 

 
1 For statistical purposes, the United Nations, without prejudice to any other definitions made by Member States, defines “youth” 
as those persons between the ages of 15 and 24 years (see A/36/215, annex).  Persons below 18 years old are children as per Article 
1 of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (UN CRC) and are subject to special rights, including protection and partic ipation 
rights and safeguards as defined in the UN CRC. 
2 Background paper on the Workshop on "Education and youth engagement as key to making societies resilient to crime"  

(A/CONF.234/10) of the Fourteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. 
3 A/75/982 
4 https://www.unyouth2030.com/ 

http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/74/121
http://www.undocs.org/A/RES/75/1
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/youth-un/
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While young people constitute a sizeable portion of the world’s population, they are also 
disproportionately affected by crime and violence. In addition, it is not uncommon for them to be seen as 
the main perpetrators of crime. Young people are particularly concerned with the impact of issues such 
as corruption, inequality, including gender inequality, human rights violations, organized crime and 
conflict. They are also usually active on promoting the SDGs, in particular ending poverty (Goal 1), health 
and well-being (Goal 3), quality education (Goal 4) and access to justice for all and building accountable 
institutions (Goal 16) . It is therefore noteworthy that, notwithstanding important advances, a perception 
prevails among young people that there are still not enough opportunities for their meaningful 
engagement in promoting the rule of law.5 
 
More evidence-based and effective crime prevention is needed to reduce crime and violence and to lower 
the costs associated with the criminal justice system. To effectively prevent delinquent behavior among 
young people in particular, the effectiveness of developmental or early prevention measures as well as of 
youth centered interventions for those in conflict with the law, could be promoted throughout the 
criminal chain, including in prisons settings, with prospects for rehabilitation and social reintegration. This 
approach could contribute towards mitigation of the risks of recidivism and escalation to more violent 
crime. Young people, in line with UN standards and norms on crime prevention6, deserve special attention 
and ought to be treated as a vulnerable category in crime prevention strategies. Providing a socially and 
emotionally safe and supportive environment for young people in order to prevent the involvement of 
youth in any kind of crime is of paramount importance. Addressing risk factors for young people to engage 
in violence and crime at individual, family, or community levels requires action and close coordination 
among various sectors of government and stakeholders within civil society, including through initiatives 
concerning (problem-oriented) policing, mentoring and skills development, early intervention in families, 
school counselling, health treatment for substance abuse, among others. 
 
In its resolution 2016/18, the Economic and Social Council emphasized the importance of a multi-sectoral 
approach to the prevention of youth crime, and the development of prevention policies that meet the 
varying needs of young persons and promote and safeguard their well-being. 
 
The “Kyoto Declaration”, recently adopted at the 14th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice and endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 76/181, addresses the promotion of the 
rule of law through multisectoral approaches. In this respect the Kyoto Declaration encourages Member 
States to empower youth to become active agents of positive change in their communities to support 
crime prevention efforts, including by organizing social, educational, cultural, recreational, sports-related 
youth programmes and youth forums, as well as by using social media platforms and applications and 
other digital tools to amplify their voice.  
 
Objectives 
 
Building on the momentum created by the Kyoto Declaration, this high-level debate will provide a timely 
opportunity for Member States and Observers of the General Assembly to exchange views about 

 
5 Background documentation and report of the Fourteenth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (A/CONF.234/10 
and A/CONF.234/L.3/Add.1). 
6 Including the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh Guidelines), United Nations 

Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules), the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules 

for Non-custodial Measures (the Tokyo Rules)  as well as other instruments and norms relating to the rights, interests and well -being 

of all children and young persons. 

 

https://undocs.org/A/CONF.234/10
https://undocs.org/en/A/CONF.234/L.3/Add.1
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opportunities and challenges in mainstreaming youth in crime and violence prevention policies and 
practices, including the design, implementation and coordination of policies and programmes that target 
youth both as victims and (potential) offenders, as well as initiatives that aim to mobilize and empower 
youth as agents of change and contribute to more effective, evidence-based prevention. 
 
Participants will be encouraged to share their experiences and reflect on best practices and persisting 
challenges by addressing the following guiding questions: 
 
Mainstreaming youth in crime and violence prevention policy development and evaluation: 

- How can we meaningfully engage young persons in designing crime prevention policies? 
- What could be the benefits of empowering young people to support public policies aimed at 

reducing crime and violence, particularly gang-related violence? 
- What measures can be taken to strengthen partnerships between the criminal justice system, 

youth, and local communities to prevent crime, particularly in a post pandemic context?  
- What are existing practices and outcomes of meaningful youth engagement in development, 

implementation monitoring and evaluation of youth crime prevention policies and programming? 
- How can youth be engaged in community-based crime prevention initiatives, for example in the 

context of initiatives implemented by law enforcement, community centres or by academic 
institutions  and particularly in a post pandemic context? 

- What is needed to adopt a gender-sensitive approach to youth crime prevention to better prevent 
and reduce forms of crime and violence that affect girls and young women in particular, including 
sexual, gender-based and domestic violence? 
 

 
Format and Outcome 
 
The High-level Debate will be held in person and consist of a opening segment, a high-level segment for 
interventions from Member States and Observers of the General Assembly , followed by an interactive 
panel discussion and closing remarks by the President of the General Assembly.   
 
The outcome will be a President's summary of the deliberations that will be prepared for transmission to 
the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, as well as to all Member States and Observers 
of the General Assembly. The meeting will be webcast. 
 
Tentative Programme 
Morning meeting - General Assembly Hall  
10:00am -10:30am  Opening segment 
10:30am - 1:00pm  High-level segment  
 
Afternoon meeting - Trusteeship Council Chamber 
3:00pm - 4.30pm  Interactive Panel Discussion: "Mainstreaming youth in crime and violence 

prevention policy development and evaluation” 
4:30pm - 5:50pm  Continuation of the High-level segment  
5:50pm - 6:00pm Closing segment 
 
A detailed programme will be available in due course.  
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Participants 
Member States and Observers of the General Assembly are invited to participate in person at the highest 
possible level. Representatives of UN Agencies, regional and sub-regional organizations and other relevant 
stakeholders will also be invited to attend.  
 
High-level representatives of Member States (Heads of State and Government as well as Ministers) and 
Observers of the General Assembly are invited to make interventions during the high-level segment. The 
list of speakers for the high-level segment will be established in accordance with the practice of the 
General Assembly, subject to the availability of time.  
 
The list of speakers will open on the e- deleGATE portal on 23 May 2022 and close on 1 June 2022. The 
time limit for these statements will be three minutes for individual delegations and five minutes for 
statements made on behalf of a group of States. 


