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Lysa John, Secretary-General, CIVICUS 

 
Lysa John is Secretary-General of CIVICUS, which is a global alliance dedicated to 
protecting civil society and civic freedoms. She is passionate about governance 
accountability and social justice and has spent a large part of her work 
coordinating large-scale civil society campaigns, including ‘Wada Na Todo 
Abhiyan’ (Don’t Break the Promise campaign, India) and the Global Call to Action 
against Poverty. Her past roles include serving as Head of Outreach for the UN 
Secretary General’s High-Level Panel on the Post-2015 Agenda and Global 
Campaign Director for Save the Children International. Lysa has authored several 
reports, including assessments on the role and influence of emerging powers. 
She currently lives in South Africa and can be reached through her Twitter 
handle: @lysajohn. 

 Alicia Barcena, Executive Secretary, UN Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
 

Ms. Bárcena assumed office as the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) on 1 July 2008. She had previously served 
as the Under-Secretary-General for Management at United Nations Headquarters in 
New York, Chef de Cabinet and Deputy Chef de Cabinet to the former Secretary-
General, Mr. Kofi Annan. Alicia Bárcena held the post of Deputy Executive Secretary 
and Director of ECLAC's Environment and Human Settlements Division. Prior to her 
time at ECLAC, Ms. Bárcena served as Co-ordinator of the Latin American and 
Caribbean Sustainable Development Programme of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), responsible for the Environmental Citizenship Project at the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Elliott Harris, Assistant Secretary-General and Chief Economist, UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs 

United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres appointed Mr. Elliott Harris of 
Trinidad and Tobago as Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development and 
Chief Economist effective 2 April 2018. Mr. Harris brings over 25 years of international 
experience in the fields of international economics and development policy analysis, 
coupled with knowledge of the United Nations system, multilateral and inter–agency 
coordination processes. He has extensive experience in the design of macroeconomic 
policies and its application as a central instrument for the reduction of poverty and 
for resilient and sustained economic development. His work in the field of economics 

also focuses on the macroeconomic linkages with global social and environmental policies. Prior to his 
appointment, Mr. Harris served as Assistant Secretary-General and Head of the New York Office of the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) from 2015.  Prior to joining UNEP, Mr. Harris worked with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). Mr. Harris holds a Bachelor of Science degree in German and political science 
and an advanced degree in economics. He was awarded an Advanced Studies Certificate in international 
economics and policy research from the Institute of World Economics in Kiel, Germany. 
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Ana Patricia Muñoz, Southern Voice / Executive Director, Grupo FARO  
 

Ana Patricia Muñoz is the Executive Director of Grupo FARO, non-partisan Ecuadorian 
research center that influences public policy and promotes practices for social 
transformation and innovation. Before joining Grupo FARO, Ana Patricia was an 
Assistant Vice President at the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston where she served as 
Director of Research Community Development Department. Ana Patricia has written 
more than 18 research reports, book chapters and articles published in academic 
journals, and is frequently invited to give conferences and seminars. She holds a MPA 
from Brown University, a Ms. in Economics from the University of Montreal and a BS. 
in Economics from the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Ecuador. 
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Elliott Harris, Assistant Secretary-General and Chief Economist, UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs 
 

United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres appointed Mr. Elliott Harris of 
Trinidad and Tobago as Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Development and 
Chief Economist effective 2 April 2018. Mr. Harris brings over 25 years of international 
experience in the fields of international economics and development policy analysis, 
coupled with knowledge of the United Nations system, multilateral and inter–agency 
coordination processes. He has extensive experience in the design of macroeconomic 
policies and its application as a central instrument for the reduction of poverty and 
for resilient and sustained economic development. His work in the field of economics 

also focuses on the macroeconomic linkages with global social and environmental policies. Prior to his 
appointment, Mr. Harris served as Assistant Secretary-General and Head of the New York Office of the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) from 2015.  Prior to joining UNEP, Mr. Harris worked with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). Mr. Harris holds a Bachelor of Science degree in German and political science 
and an advanced degree in economics. He was awarded an Advanced Studies Certificate in international 
economics and policy research from the Institute of World Economics in Kiel, Germany. 

 LI Yong, Director General, United Nations Industrial Development Organization  
 

LI Yong, Director General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
(UNIDO), has had an extensive career as a senior economic and financial policy-maker. As 
Vice-Minister of Finance of the People’s Republic of China and member of the Monetary 
Policy Committee of the Central Bank for a decade, Mr. Li was involved in setting and 
harmonizing fiscal, monetary and industrial policies, and in supporting sound economic 
growth in China. He pushed forward financial sector reform, and prompted major financial 
institutions to establish corporate governance, deal with toxic assets and strengthen risk 
management. Mr. Li gave great importance to fiscal and financial measures in favor of 
agricultural development and SMEs, the cornerstones for creating economic 
opportunities, reducing poverty and promoting gender equality. He played a key role in 
China’s cooperation with multilateral development organizations, such as the World Bank 

Group and the Asian Development Bank. 
 
The Honorable Marsha Caddle, MP and Minister in the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Investment of Barbados 

 
Marsha Caddle is an economist, Member of Parliament and Minister for Economic Affairs 
and Investment in Barbados.  Her specialties in Economics are financing for development; 
economic governance; competitiveness and investment; and inequality, social protection 
and human development.  Prior to joining the Cabinet of Barbados, Ms. Caddle worked 
with the Caribbean Development Bank, following her role as Programme Manager, 
Poverty and Economic Security with the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP).  She also formerly managed the Economic Security and Rights programme of the 
then United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) Caribbean Office.  

Ms. Caddle received her Economics training at the Universidad Católica Santo Domingo, and has since continued 
her training in International Economics with the University of Utah, and in Poverty Analysis and Measurement 
with the Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative.  
In her current role, Minister Caddle leads on Government’s climate action and climate finance agenda, 
spearheading Barbados’s Roofs to Reefs programme, which is a multi-year investment roadmap for climate 
resilient development. Her Ministry also has responsibility for public investment, economic research and policy, 
physical planning and development, competitiveness and the growth environment, and data and national 
statistics. 
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Pamela Coke-Hamilton, Executive Director, International Trade Center   
Pamela Coke-Hamilton has served as Executive Director of the International Trade 
Centre since 1 October 2020. She joined ITC from the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), where she was Director of the Division on 
International Trade and Commodities. Ms. Coke-Hamilton has a breadth of experience 
and expertise in trade-related capacity-building and sustainable development. She 
served with the Jamaican Government, the Caribbean Forum in trade negotiations, 
and multilateral institutions, including the Organization of American States and 
InterAmerican Development Bank. She previously served as Executive Director of the 
Caribbean Export Development Agency, strengthening the private sector and micro, 

small and medium enterprises through investment promotion. Ms. Coke-Hamilton holds a Juris Doctor in Law 
from the Georgetown University School of Law in Washington, DC, and a BSc in International Relations and 
Economics from the University of the West Indies, Kingston, Jamaica.   
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Interactive Dialogue II: The UN Development System – new needs, new tools, new 
mechanisms to recover better 

 

Sherwin Bryce-Pease, UN Bureau Chief, South Africa Broadcast Cooperation 
 

Sherwin has been with SABCNEWS since May 2002 and as Correspondent and Bureau 
Chief in New York since 2008. He has reported on the work of the U.N. extensively, 
particularly the Security Council, the General Assembly and the Sustainable Development 
Goals and is a sought after moderator for UN and Member State events working 
extensively with the Secretariat, UNWOMEN in particular and UNDP among others. He 
has conducted one-on-one interviews with Secretaries General Ban Ki Moon and Antonio 
Guterres, Director-General of the WTO Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala; also Presidents Obama, 
Mbeki, Zuma and Ramaphosa among others. A South African national, Sherwin served as 
President of the UN Correspondents Association in 2017 and 2018. He is a graduate of the 
School of Journalism at Rhodes University in Grahamstown, South Africa and is a recipient 

of the University’s 2016 Emerging Old Rhodian Award.  

Achim Steiner, Administrator, UN Development Programme  
 

Achim Steiner became UNDP Administrator on 19 June 2017 and will serve for a term of 
four years. The United Nations General Assembly confirmed his nomination on 19 April 
2017, following his nomination by Secretary-General António Guterres. Mr. Steiner is 
also the Vice-Chair of the UN Sustainable Development Group, which unites 40 entities 
of the UN system that work to support sustainable development. Over nearly three 
decades, Achim Steiner has been a global leader on sustainable development, climate 
resilience and international cooperation. He has worked tirelessly to champion 
sustainability, economic growth and equality for the vulnerable, and has been a vocal 

advocate for the Sustainable Development Goals. 
Prior to joining UNDP, he was Director of the Oxford Martin School and Professorial Fellow of Balliol College, 
University of Oxford. Mr Steiner has served across the United Nations system, looking at global challenges from 
both a humanitarian and a development perspective. He led the United Nations Environment Programme (2006-
2016), helping governments invest in clean technologies and renewable energy. He was also Director-General of 
the United Nations Office at Nairobi. Achim Steiner previously held other notable positions including Director 
General of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature, and Secretary General of the World 
Commission on Dams. Achim Steiner has lived and worked in Africa, Asia, the Middle East, Europe, Latin America 
and the United States. He graduated in Philosophy, Politics and Economics (MA) from Worcester College, Oxford 
University and holds an MA from the University of London/School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). 

 
Julien Harneis, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in Pakistan 
 

Mr. Harneis brings 31 years of experience in development cooperation, humanitarian 
assistance and management. He was previously Deputy Humanitarian Coordinator in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), before which he served as Head of Office for the 
Office of Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs in Nigeria, UNICEF Representative in 
Yemen and Guinea, as well as humanitarian positions in the DRC, Lebanon and Indonesia. 
Before joining the United Nations, he worked in the private sector. Mr Harneis has a 
Master of Studies in International Relations from the University of Cambridge in the 
United Kingdom, and a Master of Business Administration from the Institut Européen 

d'Administration des Affaires (INSEAD) in France. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Philippe Isler, Executive Director, Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation  
 

Philippe Isler is the Director for the Global Alliance For Trade Facilitation and is based at the 
World Economic Forum in Geneva, Switzerland. The Global Alliance aims at incubating and 
delivering trade facilitation projects from the bottom up by leveraging on funding and 
expertise from both donor countries and private sector companies working jointly. Has 
been leading trade facilitation initiatives for the past 15 years in many parts of the world. 
In particular, developed and deployed solutions aimed at digitizing the supply chain 
processes in a number of developing countries through public-private partnership 
mechanisms. Also spent 10 years developing traceability solutions aimed at tracking 
consignments transiting through countries with harsh environments. Formerly Vice-

President at SGS Group leading government and institutions business development for trade community 
systems, e-government, telecom monitoring and port/customs operations. BSc in Aerospace Engineering, Bristol 
University.   
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Robin Ogilvy, Special Representative of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development to the 
United Nations  
 

Since May 2018, Mr Robin Ogilvy has served as Special Representative of the OECD 
to the United Nations in New York. In this capacity, he co-ordinates the 
Organisation’s efforts as Permanent Observer to the United Nations General 
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). Mr. Ogilvy has over 12 
years’ experience in development and public policy. Since 2014, he had served as 
Advisor in the Office of the OECD Secretary-General, supporting the delivery of 
corporate initiatives such as the OECD Action Plan on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), and efforts to further strengthen OECD-United Nations relations. Mr. 
Ogilvy joined the OECD in 2009, working as a Policy Analyst and subsequently Senior 

Policy Advisor on aid effectiveness in the Development Co-operation Directorate. Prior to joining the OECD, Mr. 
Ogilvy was Head of the Aid Coordination Unit at the United Nations in Rwanda. He has also been a Fellow of the 
UK-based Overseas Development Institute (ODI). Mr. Ogilvy, a dual national of France and the United Kingdom, 
holds a M.Phil. in Social and political science and an MA in Economics, both from the University of Cambridge (St. 
John’s College). 

Jeromin Zettelmeyer, Deputy Director, Strategy Pol-icy and Review Department, International Monetary Fund  
 

Jeromin Zettelmeyer has been Deputy Director of the Strategy, Policy and 
Review Department at the International Monetary Fund since September 2019, 
where he oversees work on sovereign debt and external policies. Prior to his 
IMF appointment. he was the Dennis Weatherstone Senior Fellow at the 
Peterson Institute for International Economics. From 2014 until September of 
2016, he served as Director-General for Economic Policy at the German Federal 
Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy. Before joining the German 
government, he was Director of Research and Deputy Chief Economist at the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (2008–2014), and a staff 

member of the International Monetary Fund (1994-2008). He is a CEPR research fellow and a member of CESIfo; 
and led CEPR’s Research and Policy Network on European Economic Architecture during 2018-19. He holds 
degrees from the University of Bonn and MIT (Ph.D. 1994). He has published in major economics journals and is 
co-author of Debt Defaults and Lessons from a Decade or Crises, a study of sovereign debt crises during the 1990s 
and 2000s. His recent research has focused on European fiscal and financial architecture, sovereign debt, and 
economic nationalism. 

 
Marcello Estevao, Global Director, Macroeconomics, Trade and Investment Global Practice, World Bank Group 

 
Marcello de Moura Estevão Filho is the Global Director of the World Bank Group’s 
Macroeconomics, Trade and Investment Global Practice (MTI).  
In this position, Mr. Estevão leads a large team of country economists, 
macroeconomists, and fiscal policy, debt, and macro-modeling experts.  He is 
responsible for overseeing the delivery of the global analytical work on fiscal policy, 
debt policy, and economics of climate change; for coordinating the strategic direction 
of MTI and implementing it; for helping to shape and oversee MTI’s country/regional 
programs; and for mobilizing staff to work more effectively across  Equitable  Growth, 

Finance and Institutions (EFI) and other Global Practices. 
Before joining the Bank, Mr. Estevão was Deputy Minister for International Affairs at the Ministry of Finance in 
Brazil until end-December 2018 and served as Brazil’s G20 Deputy. He also served as the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the New Development Bank (Shanghai) and member of FUNCEF’s Board of Directors. Prior to this 



 

 

 

 

position, he worked at Tudor Investment Corporation as the chief-economist for North America and Oceania, at 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as mission chief to Peru, Nicaragua and Barbados; and deputy chief of 
the Regional Studies Division, the North American Division, and the Latin-Caribbean Division, after working on 
several European countries and the Euro Area, and at the Research and Statistics Division of the Federal Reserve 
Board in Washington, DC, as a researcher and member of the Green Book forecast team. 
Mr. Estevão is Brazilian, holds a PhD in Economics from MIT, Cambridge, MA, and has published extensively in 
refereed journals, books, policy reports, and the print media. 

 
Jean-Marie Paugam, Deputy Director General, World Trade Organization  
 

 Ambassador Jean-Marie Paugam (France) has held senior management positions in 
the French Government on trade, most recently as Permanent Representative of 
France to the WTO. He has also held a number of senior positions in the French 
Ministry of Economy and Finance, including as a member of the Executive Committee 
of the French Treasury. He has also served as Deputy Executive Director of the 
International Trade Centre in Geneva. He has accumulated a deep and practical 
knowledge of government practices on trade as well as being familiar with high-level 
dialogues on trade and international economic operations. He has published a 
number of articles on trade-related issues, in particular when serving as Senior 
Research Fellow on International Trade at the French Institute for International 

Relations (IFPRI). Ambassador Paugam graduated from ENA in Paris and obtained degrees in Political Science from 
the Institute of Political Science in Aix-en-Provence and in Law from the Faculty of Law Aix-Marseille III.  
 

 
Isabelle Durant, Acting Secretary General, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development  
 

Ms. Isabelle Durant (Belgium) took office as Acting Secretary-General of UNCTAD 
on 16 February 2021, after over three years as UNCTAD’s Deputy Secretary-
General. Ms. Durant had a distinguished career in Belgian and European politics. 
She held the offices of Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Transport and Energy 
and Senator in the Belgian Government. She also served as Vice-President of the 
European Parliament and Presidency of the European Union Council of Ministers 
of Transport. Ms. Durant has a wealth of experience collaborating with civil 
society and the private sector as well, notably as the Vice-President responsible 

for relations between the European Parliament and civil society. Finally, Ms. Durant has held posts as a senior 
consultant on the empowerment of women in local government for the UNDP and as a member of Parliament 
of the Brussels-Capital Region in Belgium. 
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Mr. Richard Martinez Alvarado, Vice President for Countries, Inter-American Development Bank  

 

Richard Martínez Alvarado, an Ecuadorian citizen, was appointed Vice President 

for Countries on November 16, 2020. Prior to joining the IDB, he served as 

Minister of Economy and Finance of Ecuador since May 2018. In that role, he led 

the design and implementation of the Prosperity Plan, which supports fiscal 

consolidation, monetary stability, social protection, revitalization of employment 

and productivity, and transparency. He also reestablished Ecuador’s relations with 

the international financial community, resulting in the country’s first International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) Exceptional Access program; renegotiated Ecuador’s private 

external debt; and restructured the country’s bilateral debt with China. As 

Minister, Mr. Martínez spearheaded measures to safeguard jobs and industry. He also pursued initiatives to 

catalyze investment, simplify and strengthen the tax system, ensure sustainability of the public debt, secure the 

independence of the Central Bank, expand social protections and increase transparency in fuel pricing. During 

this period, Mr. Martínez also served as President of the Board of the Ecuadorian Development Bank (BEDE) 

and President of the Board of CAF (Development Bank of Latin America). He was also a member of the Global 

Coalition of Finance Ministers for Climate Action, an initiative that brings together 50 countries to lead a fair 

transition to a low-carbon economy, as well as a member of the World Bank Group's Advisory Council on 

Gender and Development, which advises on gender equality as a requirement for poverty reduction and shared 

prosperity. He was named a Young Global Leader by the World Economic Forum in 2019 and was chosen Latin 

American Finance Minister of the Year by GlobalMarkets newspaper in 2020. Previously, Mr. Martínez was 

President of the Ecuadorian Business Committee (2015-2018), President of the National Federation of 

Chambers of Industries of Ecuador (2015) and Executive President of the Chamber of Industries and Production 

of Ecuador (2014-2018). He also led the creation and implementation of Productive and Sustainable Ecuador 

2030, a private-sector initiative that empowers actors across society to pursue the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals through the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Mr. Martínez holds a degree in economics from 

the Catholic University of Ecuador, a postgraduate degree in international economics from the University of 

Barcelona and an MBA from Ecuador’s IDE Business School. He has also taken specialized courses at Harvard 

University’s Kennedy School, INCAE Business School, the Polytechnic University of Madrid and at several 

international organizations. 

Ms. Anne Simpson, Managing Investment Director for Board Governance and Sustainability, CalPERS 

 

Anne is CalPERS’ Managing Investment Director for Board Governance & Sustainability, 

responsible for strategic initiatives across the total fund where she is a member of the 

Investment Management Committee and reports to the CEO.  Anne leads CalPERS’ 

Sustainable Investment Strategy, which focuses on long term value creation through the 

effective management of three forms of capital: financial, human and natural. Priorities 

include data and corporate reporting, research through the Sustainable Investments 

Research Initiative, financial markets regulation, climate change, diversity and inclusion, 

including emerging managers and CalPERS’ work as co-founder of 3D (the Diverse Director 

DataSource). Anne oversees CalPERS’ global partnerships including serving on the 

Steering Committee and chairing the Asia Advisory Group for Climate Action 100+, a global investor alliance of 

$54 trillion which CalPERS convened and co-founded. She was recently appointed to the California Governor's 

Climate Risk Disclosure Advisory Group and the Advisory Council of the Official Monetary and Financial 



 

 

 

 

Institutions Forum (OMFIF). Anne is also a member of the board at Ceres. Anne serves on the Senior Advisory 

Board at the Center for Responsible Business at Haas Business School where she is a Lecturer in Sustainable and 

Impact Finance. She is also a Senior Advisor at the Institute for Business in Society at UC Berkeley Law and 

Harvard’s Institutional Investor Forum Advisory Council. Anne was formerly Senior Faculty Fellow and Lecturer 

at the Yale School of Management, where she taught with Ira Millstein on ‘The Role of the Corporation in Society’.  

 

Ms. Sonja Gibbs, Managing Director and Head of Sustainable Finance, Global Policy Initiatives, Institute of 

International Finance 

 

Sonja has spent over 20 years in banking and financial markets, most recently with 

Nomura International in London, where she was Chief Equity Strategist. Previously 

she was Head of East European Economics and Senior European Bond Analyst, also 

for Nomura. Earlier positions included stints as a U.S. economist and bank credit 

analyst in New York and Los Angeles. She has taught undergraduate microeconomics 

at U.C. Berkeley, and spent several years with the Berkeley-Stanford Program on 

Soviet International Behavior.  Sonja’s work is widely cited in the financial press, 

including Bloomberg, the Wall Street Journal and the Financial Times; she is a regular 

speaker at industry conferences and has been a frequent commentator for financial 

television and radio in her strategist/analyst roles. Sonja’s research interests include multi-asset investment 

strategy, with a focus on emerging/frontier markets, capital flows and ESG investment.  She authors the IIF’s 

Weekly Insight, which offers a concise perspective on global financial markets in the context of topical 

economic and political developments, and oversees the quarterly Global Debt Monitor, which looks across 

mature and emerging economies for debt-related vulnerabilities such as the rapid buildup in EM corporate 

debt levels.  Sonja co-leads IIF policy work on sustainable finance and infrastructure investment, including 

advocacy and liaison efforts vis-à-vis the G20, the multilaterals and the international regulatory community. 

 

Ms. Preeti Sinha, Executive Secretary, UN Capital Development Fund 

 

Ms. Sinha is a globally experienced investment and development banker with a 30-year 

track record associated with raising and managing institutional public and private 

development capital. She served as CEO & President of FFD Financing for Development 

LLC, a specialist development finance firm focused on financing the UN SDGs. Ms. 

Sinha’s role as CEO and President was built upon her experience as a pioneering Global 

Leadership Fellow at the World Economic Forum, on the Financing for Development 

Initiative, with the UN FFD Office. Ms. Sinha managed the YES Global Institute, a 

practicing private sector think-tank for socio-economic development in New Delhi, 

building the impact investment ecosystem in India. She also served in senior resource mobilization roles at the 

African Development Bank including managing its ADF-13 Replenishment raising US$ 7.3 billion from 27 donor 

countries. Previously, she was an investment banker at HSBC, Rabobank, Lehman Brothers and JP Morgan in 

London, Hong Kong, Mumbai and New York. Ms. Sinha graduated from the Harvard Kennedy School of 

Government Executive Education program in Public Financial Management. She also holds a Masters in Global 

Leadership from the World Economic Forum and a Masters in Public and Private Management (MPPM)/MBA 



 

 

 

 

from the Yale School of Management (SOM). Ms. Sinha graduated from Dartmouth College with Bachelor of 

Arts in Economics and Computer Science. 

 

Mr. Navid Hanif, Director, Financing for Sustainable Development Office, UN DESA 

 

 Mr. Navid Hanif is the Director of the Financing for Sustainable Development Office of 

the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA). He is also 

the UN sous Sherpa to the G20 finance and main tracks. He joined UNDESA in 2001. 

He was Senior Policy Adviser in the Division for Sustainable Development and member 

of the team for the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg 

in 2002. He later joined the office of the Under-Secretary General for UNDESA and 

focused on departmental initiatives in various policy areas. He worked as the Chief of 

Policy Coordination Branch in the office for Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

support. He also served as the Director of this office from 2011-2018. He was the first head of the DESA Strategic 

Planning Unit established in 2010. He was Principal Officer in the Office of the United Nations Secretary-General 

and worked as a member of the team for the 2005 World Summit. He was Vice-Chair of the UN High Level 

Committee on Programming (HLCP) and Co-Coordinator of the UN team on repositioning of the UN Development 

System that led to major reforms in 2018. He has contributed a number of articles on financing and investing in 

the SDGs in various journals and reports. 

 

Robin Ogilvy, Special Representative of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development to the 
United Nations  
 

Since May 2018, Mr Robin Ogilvy has served as Special Representative of the OECD 
to the United Nations in New York. In this capacity, he co-ordinates the 
Organisation’s efforts as Permanent Observer to the United Nations General 
Assembly and the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). Mr. Ogilvy has over 12 
years’ experience in development and public policy. Since 2014, he had served as 
Advisor in the Office of the OECD Secretary-General, supporting the delivery of 
corporate initiatives such as the OECD Action Plan on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), and efforts to further strengthen OECD-United Nations relations. Mr. 
Ogilvy joined the OECD in 2009, working as a Policy Analyst and subsequently Senior 

Policy Advisor on aid effectiveness in the Development Co-operation Directorate. Prior to joining the OECD, Mr. 
Ogilvy was Head of the Aid Coordination Unit at the United Nations in Rwanda. He has also been a Fellow of the 
UK-based Overseas Development Institute (ODI). Mr. Ogilvy, a dual national of France and the United Kingdom, 
holds a M.Phil. in Social and political science and an MA in Economics, both from the University of Cambridge (St. 
John’s College). 

 


