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Excellency, 

 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a comprehensive summary of the 

deliberations under my presidency of my Board of Advisers for Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS).  

 

I take this opportunity to sincerely thank the members of my Board of Advisers 

for their meaningful and pertinent contributions to my presidency. As I have said before, 

LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS is where the promise of the 2030 Agenda will be won or lost, 

and we have a duty as the international community to ensure that COVID19 and its 

socioeconomic impacts does not further widen the gap between the most vulnerable 91 

and the rest of the world.  

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

 
Volkan BOZKIR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Permanent Representatives and  

Permanent Observers to the United Nations  

New York 

 

 

 

  



 

Final Summary 

75th Session of the General Assembly 

Board of Advisers for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked             

Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States 

 

The President of the 75th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (PGA), H.E. 

Volkan BOZKIR established a Board of Advisers for Least Developed Countries (LDCs), 

Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) 

in order to bring enhanced global attention on these countries in special situations during 

his Presidency.  

 

Members of the Board 

The Board of Advisers was comprised of the following individuals: 

- H.E. Ms. Lois Young, Permanent Representative of Belize to the United Nations, 

and Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States (2019-2020) 

- H.E. Mr. Walton Alfonso Webson, Permanent Representative of Antigua and 

Barbuda to the United Nations, and Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States 

(2021-2022) 

- H.E. Mr. Maghzan Ilyassov, Permanent Representative of Kazakhstan to the 

United Nations, Chair of the Landlocked Developing Countries 

-  H.E. Mr. Perks Master Ligoya, Permanent Representative of Malawi to the United 

Nations and Chair of the Least Developed Countries 

- Mr. Achim Steiner, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme  

- Under-Secretary General, Ms. Fekitamoeloa ‘Utoikamanu, High Representative 

for Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries, and Small 

Island Developing States (until June 2021) 

- Under-Secretary General, Mr. Courtenay Rattray, High Representative for Least 

Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries, and Small Island 

Developing States (July 2021 onwards) 

- Under-Secretary General Mr. Liu Zhenmin, UN Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs 

- Ms. Chantal Line Carpentier, Chief of the New York Liaison Office of the UN 

Conference on Trade and Development 

-  Mr. Marco Toscano-Rivalta, Chief of the New York Liaison Office of the UN 

Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 

- Ms. Sofia Borges, Senior Vice President of UN Foundation 

 

Meetings of the Board 

Over the course of the 75th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, the Board of 

Advisers met three times. They discussed a range of issues including, the overarching 

landscape within the work of the United Nations system and the General Assembly, key 

bottlenecks and challenges facing LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS in their attainment of the 



Sustainable Development Goals, partnerships for LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, and strategic 

messages for advocacy and external communications.  

Summary of Deliberations 

The following points, recommendations and updates were shared over the course of the 

three meetings: 

 

• Despite the existence of specific programmes of action for the three groups of 

countries in question (LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS), there is a need for greater 

coordination between the programmes of action and the mechanisms to 

implement the post-2015 development agenda 

• Appropriate and adequate financing of innovative and transformative solutions to 

the development challenges in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS will be critical for their 

attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

• Partnerships and collaboration across agencies and entities is critical to providing 

more specific, effective and responsive support to the needs and challenges of 

host governments. 

• The Board should take into consideration the mandated events and processes 

under the purview of the President of the General Assembly and their relevance 

to furthering the interests of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. It was recommended that 

some portion of the discussion (s) in these meetings be devoted to the LDCs, 

LLDCs and SIDS. 

• The socio-economic impact of COVID-19 on LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, has led to 

launching of various stimulus packages by countries across the globe. While 

there exists great potential for a ‘Great Reset’, the Board reflected on the risk that 

the pandemic and its impacts would widen the gap between these three groups of 

countries and the rest of the world. 

• Participants also discussed the compounding nature of many of the vulnerabilities 

faced by LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS relating to their size, geography, location, 

population sizes, and other factors. It was noted that there is a need to overhaul 

the outdated methods of assessing and tracking progress. Special mention was 

made of the multidimensional vulnerability index as a potential alternative to and 

improvement on other more simplistic measures of development and 

development potential. 

• The Board recognized the role for political advocacy within and by the General 

Assembly to bolster support and resources for LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. In this 

regard, the Board agreed to develop key messages to inform the PGA’s 

communication and advocacy throughout the seventy-fifth session of the General 

Assembly. 

• The role of meaningful, lasting, and revitalized partnerships – old and new – was 

highlighted as a critical element of the accelerated pathway towards attaining the 

2030 Agenda in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. In this light, the Board recommended 



the development of a set of robust key messages for the PGA’s use and to 

generate greater understanding of, commitment to, and political will behind the 

development agenda in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS.  

• Support was expressed for the continuation of the Board of Advisers as a PGA 

led mechanism beyond the end of the 75th Session in order to maintain focus on 

LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. 

• Since the establishment of the Board of Advisers, there has been a higher level of 

coordination among the three groups of countries. 

• There is need for innovative and blended financing mechanisms, debt 

forgiveness, appropriate levels of Overseas Development Assistance (ODA), and 

increased foreign direct investment (FDI) in order to create fiscal space and 

resilience in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. 

• The Board called for greater interaction, integration, and coordination between 

international financial institutions and the United Nations in order to develop 

partnerships beyond debt suspension 

• The Board also called for the historical commitment to spend 0.7% of Gross 

National Income on ODA and 0.15%-0.2% to LDCs specifically to be met. 

• The Steering Committee on Partnerships for SIDS, the SIDS Toolbox, the SIDS 

Global Business Network, and the SIDS Partnership Criteria were commended as 

effective tools to generate new and better partnerships for SIDS. It was suggested 

that these modalities and mechanisms serve as inspiration for possible use by 

other groups. 

• The Board underscored the role and value of the General Assembly in providing 

the global platform for reporting and review, including through a strengthened 

monitoring and accountability framework for partnerships. The role of the 

General Assembly was also highlighted in bringing stakeholders together to de-

risk trade and investment. 

• Members reiterated the need for partnerships to be inclusive, multi-sectoral, and 

multi-stakeholder in nature. Some examples highlighted were celebrated for their 

proximity to local communities, and ability to be flexible and adapt to local 

needs, priorities, and contexts. 

• There was a suggestion to host dedicated meetings on LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS to 

generate political will and support for their attainment of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. 

• Strong support was expressed for the structure of the Board to continue beyond 

the end of the 75th Session in order to maintain focus on LDCs, LLDCs and 

SIDS. Several Board members noted the value add of cooperation between the 

three groups of countries.  



• Members also suggested that in the event that the Board would continue, 

membership should be extended to the President of the Economic and Social 

Council as well. 

• There was a suggestion to host dedicated meetings on LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS to 

generate political will and support for their attainment of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development during the 76th Session of the General Assembly.  

• Most members expressed their hopes with respect to the process around the 

development and deployment of a multidimensional vulnerability index, 

particularly with respect to its potential in rectifying severe shortcomings of the 

international financial architecture. 

• Members also engaged in extensive discussions around the need to support 

LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS in their recovery from the socio-economic impacts of 

COVID19. This included discussions around the need for ambitious debt 

restructuring and financing, as well as the need for equitable access to the 

COVID19 vaccines.  

• Members noted with concern, the potential of differential COVID 19 responses to 

widen the inequalities between developed and developing nations, particularly 

with respect to digitalization, and the future of education and work.  

• Several members noted the repositioning of the UN system in order to provide 

better strategic support to LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS as we progress towards the 

2030 deadline for attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals. Some 

members also noted the need for appropriate prioritization of the SDGs in 

country. 

• The need for investing in resilient infrastructure, and resilient development plans 

was also raised. This was tempered with a call for lowering the barriers to 

investment across LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS.  

• With respect to policy planning, the role of data – both quality and quantity – was 

raised. There was a call for greater and better utilization of existing data sources, 

as well as greater data sharing between and within government institutions, 

stakeholders, and the UN system to better aid decision and policy making 

processes. 

• As with previous meetings of the Board, the matter of LDC graduation was 

raised. Ahead of the LDC-V Conference, there was a call for greater support – 

particularly from the international financial system – post graduation.  

 


