
        
    THE PRESIDENT  

           OF THE  

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 

14 April 2021 

 

Excellency, 

 

Reference is made to the General Assembly resolution 71/321 entitled, “Enhancing 

the participation of indigenous peoples’ representatives and institutions in meetings of 

relevant United Nations bodies on issues affecting them”, which requested the President of 

the General Assembly to organize and preside over informal interactive hearings, and to 

prepare a summary of each hearing, during its seventy-second, seventy-third and seventy-

fourth sessions on the margins of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, with 

indigenous peoples, ensuring, to the extent possible, balanced regional representation. 

 

Further reference is made to the General Assembly decision 74/565 entitled, 

“Informal interactive hearing with indigenous peoples”, in which the General Assembly 

decided to postpone to its seventy-fifth session the request to the President of the General 

Assembly to organize and preside over an informal interactive hearing with indigenous 

peoples and to prepare a summary of the hearing. 

 

Having been postponed from the seventy-fourth session of the General Assembly, 

the third and final informal interactive hearing was scheduled to take place on the margins of 

the 20th session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in April 2021. The possibility 

of convening the informal interactive hearing through a virtual format had been considered, 

with the intent to fulfill the mandate given by the said resolution to the President of the 

General Assembly. 

 

However, I received a letter from the Temporary Committee for the Indigenous 

Coordinating Body for Enhanced Participation in the United Nations, as well as a supporting 

letter from the Chair of the Group of Friends of Indigenous Peoples, the Permanent 

Representative of Mexico, H.E. Juan Ramon de la Fuente, requesting the postponement of 

the informal interactive hearing until in-person meetings can take place to allow the broadest 

and inclusive participation of Indigenous Peoples and Member States. Copies of both letters 

are enclosed. 

 

 

 

 

All Permanent Representatives and  

Permanent Observers to the United Nations 

New York 



In this regard, I have the honour to enclose a draft decision to postpone the informal 

interactive hearing with indigenous peoples to the seventy-sixth session. The draft decision, 

to be issued as A/75/L.77, will be presented for the Assembly’s consideration at the plenary 

meeting of the General Assembly on Friday, 16 April 2021, at 10.30 a.m., under agenda 

item  69 entitled “Rights of indigenous peoples”. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

 

  
 Volkan BOZKIR 

  



 

Seventy-fifth session  

Agenda item 69  

Rights of indigenous peoples  

 

Draft decision submitted by the President of the General Assembly*  

 

Informal interactive hearing with indigenous peoples  

 

The General Assembly,  

 

Recalling its resolution 71/321 of 8 September 2017, in which it requested the President of 

the General Assembly to organize and preside over an informal interactive hearing and to 

prepare a summary of the hearing, during its seventy-fourth session, on the margins of the 

session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, with indigenous peoples, ensuring, 

to the extent possible, balanced regional representation,  

 

Recalling also its decision 74/565 of 12 August 2020, by which it postponed to its seventy-

fifth session the organization of an informal interactive hearing with indigenous peoples,  

 

Noting with concern the ongoing situation arising out of the coronavirus disease 

(COVID-19),  

     

Decides to postpone to its seventy-sixth session the request to the President of the General 

Assembly to organize and preside over an informal interactive hearing with indigenous 

peoples and to prepare a summary of the hearing. 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

12 April 2021 

 

H.E. Volkan Bozkir 
President of the General Assembly of the United Nations 
 
Excellency, 

 I have the honour to address you in my capacity as Chair of the Group of 
Friends of Indigenous Peoples, a multi-regional group of 20 Member States, 
which include Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Bolivia, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, 
Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, Guatemala, Nicaragua, 
Norway, New Zealand, Spain, Paraguay, Peru, and my own country, Mexico. 

 I write to you with respect to the request conveyed by the Temporary 
Committee for the Indigenous Coordinating Body for Enhanced Participation in 
the United Nations, through its letter of 7 April, 2021, to postpone the 
organization of the informal interactive hearing with indigenous peoples, as 
decided by General Assembly resolution 71/321 of 21 September 2017 and by 
its decision 74/565 of 12 August 2020. 

Given the limitations or lack of the digital connectivity and internet access 
of some indigenous communities in some parts of the world, and considering the 
associated difficulties that participation through virtual platforms imply, in the 
interest of seeking the broad, inclusive and geographically balanced participation 
of indigenous peoples in the meeting, the Member States of the Group of Friends 
of Indigenous Peoples support the postponement of the hearing as petitioned by 
the Temporary Committee for the Indigenous Coordinating Body for Enhanced 
Participation in the United Nations. 

In this regard, and following the precedent of decision 74/565, we 
respectfully request that your Excellency table a draft decision for the 
consideration of the General Assembly to postpone the organization of the 
informal interactive hearing with indigenous peoples to a later date. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

 

 

Juan Ramón de la Fuente 

Ambassador 

Permanent Representative of Mexico 



April 7, 2021 
H.E. Mr. Volkan Bozkir 

President of the General Assembly  

New York 

 

 

CC:   Indigenous Peoples and Development Branch/Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues: 

 indigenous_un@un.org, lane@un.org, sigurdarson@un.org 

 

  Mr. Luis Elizondo Belden, Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations: 

 lelizondo@sre.gob.mx 

 

 

Excellency, 

 

 We write to you on behalf of the Temporary Committee for the Indigenous Coordinating Body for Enhanced 

Participation in the United Nations, which is an outcome of the second “Dialogue Meeting on Enhanced Indigenous 

Peoples’ Participation at the UN” held on 27-30 January 2020 in Quito, Ecuador. The Committee includes Indigenous 

Peoples representatives from the seven indigenous socio-cultural regions, tasked to facilitate cooperation amongst 

Indigenous Peoples with regard to the enhanced participation process in the United Nations, in particular the General 

Assembly and the Human Rights Council. 

 

 With reference to the General Assembly Decision 74/565 of 12 August 2020 with respect to postponement 

of the third session of the Informal interactive hearing with Indigenous Peoples to the seventy-fifth session of the 

UN General Assembly and the Resolution 71/321 regarding the organization of the informal interactive hearings on 

the margins of the session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), we would like to draw your 

attention to the decision of the Permanent Forum to hold its Twentieth Session, 19-30 April 2021, in a hybrid format 

with mostly virtual meetings. Hence, the participation of Indigenous Peoples’ organizations will not be possible in-

person and will take place only online.  

 In this regard, we reiterate our concerns raised in the open letter on behalf of the Temporary Committee dated 

June 22, 2020 about virtual meetings and Indigenous Peoples participation. Therefore, in light of the current 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and an ongoing outbreak and after having consulted the Temporary Committee 

we recommend that the informal interactive hearing currently considered to be held during the 75th session would be 

postponed until in-person meetings can take place and to a date later to be decided allowing the broadest and most 

inclusive participation possible of Indigenous Peoples and Member States. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.  

 

 

 

     

       
   

 

Tuomas Aslak Juuso  
   

Estebancio Castro-Diaz 

 
Co-chairs of the Quito Dialogue Meeting on behalf of the Temporary Committee 
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