THE PRESIDENT
OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

2 December 2020

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the Special Session of the General Assembly in response to
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, to be held on 3 and 4 December 2020, from 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. at United Nations Headquarters in New York, pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 75/4 and circulate herewith:

¢ Final program of the Special Session;
o Revised list of speakers for the general debate; and

o Biographies of the panelists and moderators for the interactive dialogue, to be held on 4
December 2020, in the General Assembly Hall.

In order to ensure the smooth conduct of proceedings of the special session, | will
proceed with general debate immediately after the opening segment. Given the number of
delegations inscribed on the list of speakers for the general debate, | propose to continue the
general debate on Friday, 4 December from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the General Assembly Hall,
following the conclusion of the interactive dialogue. Please note that the agenda Item 1 titled
“Report of the Credentials Committee” will be considered after the conclusion of the general
debate and before the closing segment.

Consistent with the Operative Paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 75/4, |
have invited following representatives from relevant organizations, time permitting, to
participate in the general debate:

e Mr. Vladimir Cuk, Executive Director, International Disability Alliance

e Ms. Mercedes Mayol Lassalle, President, World Organization for Early Childhood
Education

e Mr. Mohamed Boudra, President of United Cities and Local Governments

e Ms. Marianne Haslegrave, Director of Commonwealth Medical Trust (COMMAT)

e Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya, Distinguished Fellow of the Center for Policy Dialogue

e Ms Harmala Gupta, Board Member of International Association for Hospice and
Palliative Care, Inc.

All Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York



With regards to the Question and Answer session of the interactive dialogue, please note
that only those Member States who have previously registered to pose a question will be given
the floor to ask questions. In line with resolution 75/4, | have also invited Permanent
Observers and other stakeholders to submit questions in writing ahead of the meeting, which
may be drawn upon by the moderator, time permitting.

| avail myself of this opportunity to express my deep gratitude to Member States for their
support in convening the Special Session in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Volkan BOZKIR



Special Session of the General Assembly in response to the Coronavirus

disease (COVID-19) Pandemic
3-4 December 2020
United Nations Headquarters, New York

Program
3 December 2020

9:00-10:00 Opening Segment

Statements by:

H.E. Mr. Volkan Bozkir, President of the General Assembly

H.E. Mr. Antonio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations
H.E. Mr. Munir Akram, President of the Economic and Social Council
H.E. Mr. Jerry Matthews Matjila, President of the Security Council for
the month of December 2020

H.E. Ilham Heydar oglu Aliyev, Chair of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries

10:00 — 21:00 General Debate?

Y In accordance with A/RES/75/4, statements during the general debate are to be delivered by Heads of State or
Government, head of delegation or other dignitary of Member and Observer States, the European Union, and, time
permitting, a limited number of representatives from relevant organizations attending the special session, in line with
subparagraphs (d) and (e) of A/RES/75/4. Pre-recorded video statements will be played in the General Assembly Hall
after introduction by the representative who is physically present in the Hall. The time limit for each statement is five
minutes for individual delegations and seven minutes for each statement made on behalf of a group of States.
Introductory remarks and length of the video itself shall be counted in the allocated time limit.



Program
4 December 2020

9:00-9:10 Opening by the President of the General Assembly

9:15-9:20 Statement by the Deputy Secretary-General

9:25-9:40 Presentation by the Director-General of the World Health Organization

9:45 -18:00 Interactive Dialogue?

9:45-12:15 Panel l: The UN System Response to COVID-19

e Moderator: Melissa Fleming, Under-Secretary-General for Global
Communication — in person

e Panelists:

o

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, World
Health Organization / Dr. Michael Ryan, Executive Director,
WHO Health Emergencies Programme — virtual

Mr. Mark Lowcock, Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator —in
person

Ms. Michelle Bachelet Jeria, United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights — virtual

Mr. Achim Steiner, Administrator, United Nations
Development Programme — in-person

Mr. Filippo Grandi, United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees — virtual

Mr. David Muldrow Beasley, Executive Director, World Food
Programme — virtual

Ms. Inger Ashing, Chief Executive Officer Save the Children
International — virtual

Dr. Asha Mohammed, Secretary-General, Kenya Red Cross
Society (representing IFRC and ICRC) — virtual

e Member States registered to ask a question: Barbados (on behalf of

CARICOM), Ecuador, Morocco, South Africa, Turkey, United States

2 The interactive dialogue is being organized in a hybrid format, with in-person participation, live-virtual
engagement, and pre-recorded content.


https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/profiles/melissa-fleming
https://www.who.int/director-general/biography
https://www.who.int/director-general/who-headquarters-leadership-team
https://www.unocha.org/about-ocha/ocha-leadership
https://www.ohchr.org/en/aboutus/pages/highcommissioner.aspx
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/profiles/achim-steiner-0
https://www.unhcr.org/the-high-commissioner.html
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/profiles/david-beasley
https://www.savethechildren.net/our-ceo
https://redcross.or.ke/about-us

This discussion will take stock of the UN system’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. It
will examine comprehensive and coordinated responses of UN entities and partners,
focusing on the most vulnerable people and those disproportionally impacted in different
operational contexts, including those in low-resource settings, conflict situations, and
displaced communities. The role of, and impact on, women and girls will be a focus,
particularly women as front-line responders. The discussion will outline what has worked
well, identify operational and policy gaps as well as lessons learned. It will highlight
actions required for the continued immediate humanitarian and health response,
protection of human rights, and the launch of urgent economic recovery and social
protection measures.

12:45 - 15:15 Panel ll: The Road to a COVID-19 Vaccine — a Global Public Good

e Moderator: Lyse Doucet, BBC Presenter and Chief International
Correspondent —

e Panelists — Part |: The Science (12:45 — 14:00)

o Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, World
Health Organization / Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, WHO
Executive Director and Chief Scientist —

o Prof. Ugur Sahin, Chief Executive Officer, BioNTech —

o Dr. Ozlem Tiireci, Chief Medical Officer, BioNTech —

o Prof. Sarah Gilbert, Oxford University —

e Panelists — Part Il: Vaccines for All (14:00 — 15:15)

o Dr. Seth Berkley, Chief Executive Officer, GAVI —

o Ms. Henrietta H. Fore, Executive Director, United Nations
Children's Fund —

o Dr. Richard Hatchett, Chief Executive Officer, Coalition for
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) —

o Sir Andrew Witty, WHO Special Envoy for ACT-Accelerator —

e Member States registered to ask a question: Algeria, Barbados (on
behalf of CARICOM), Cameroon, Dominican Republic, Singapore,
Sweden (on behalf of a group of Member States), United Kingdom

Significant progress has been made in developing new tools and strategies in the fight
against COVID-19, including vaccines, as the result of unprecedented international
collaboration, much-needed investments, and world-class scientific efforts in research and
development. The world is at a critical acceleration point in the vaccine development and
deployment timeline, poised to turn the corner into the vaccine era of the COVID-19

3


https://twitter.com/bbclysedoucet?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.who.int/director-general/biography
https://www.who.int/director-general/who-headquarters-leadership-team
https://biontech.de/our-dna/leadership
https://biontech.de/our-dna/leadership
https://www.jenner.ac.uk/team/sarah-gilbert
https://www.gavi.org/operating-model/gavi-secretariat/seth-berkley
https://www.unicef.org/media/experts/henrietta-h-fore
https://cepi.net/about/whoweare/

pandemic. The objective of this dedicated discussion on a COVID-19 vaccine is to
breakdown the process of vaccine development and address the ‘infodemic’ around it in
publicly digestible terms. How many vaccines are currently being tested and at which
stages in the process is each one? How will vaccines be produced and distributed? How is
the multilateral system working with governments and private sector partners to ensure
the equitable distribution of, and access to, a COVID-19 vaccine as a global public good?
How are the financial resources required to ensure equitable access to COVID-19 tools,
including a vaccine, being mobilized? What other testing and treatments need to be
readily accessible, pending the universal access to vaccines?

15:45 - 18:00 Panel lll: Resilience and Recovering Better from COVID-19

e Moderator: Femi Oke, International Journalist —
e Panelists:

o Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General, World
Health Organization / Dr. Zsuzsanna Jakab, Deputy Director
General, World Health Organization —

o Dr. Natalia Kanem, Executive Director, United Nations
Population Fund —

o Ms. Mari Pangestu, Managing Director, Development Policy
and Partnerships, World Bank —

o Ms. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director, UN
Women —

o Mr. Guy Ryder, Director-General, International Labor
Organization —

o Mr. Robert Piper, Assistant Secretary-General, UN
Development Coordination

o Mr. Pavan Sukhdeyv, President, WWF International / UNEP
Goodwill Ambassador —

e Member States/Observers registered to ask a question: Barbados (on
behalf of CARICOM), Canada (on behalf of a group of Member States),
China, European Union (on behalf of a group of Member States),
Russia, Sierra Leone, Tanzania

This discussion will examine the socio-economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and
consider the path toward a resilient recovery, including the requisite preparedness for
future threats. There will be a focus on trade and finance, including inclusive stimulus and
recovery packages, addressing debt crises ensuing from the pandemic, mobilizing
investment that support sustainable solutions and the implementation of the 2030


https://twitter.com/FemiOke?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.who.int/director-general/biography
https://www.who.int/director-general/who-headquarters-leadership-team
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/profiles/natalia-kanem
https://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/m/mari-pangestu
https://www.unwomen.org/en/about-us/directorate/executive-director/ed-bio
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/how-the-ilo-works/ilo-director-general/WCMS_205241/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/profiles/robert-piper
https://wwf.panda.org/discover/about_wwf/how_were_run/trustees/pavan_sukhdev/

Agenda for Sustainable Development. The discussion will highlight opportunities for
accelerating the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals through recovery
plans and policies that favor inclusion, sustainability and resilience—such as expanding
universal protection; promoting green jobs; making,; and increasing digital connectivity.

* ok ok

The Special Session will conclude with the Closing Segment.
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Melissa Fleming, Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications
Melissa Fleming, taken up her functions as Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications
from 1 September 2019.

From 2009 until August 2019, Ms. Fleming served UNHCR as Head of Global Communications
and Spokesperson for the High Commissioner. Ms. Fleming joined UNHCR from the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), where she served for eight years as Spokesperson
and Head of the Media and Outreach. Prior to IAEA, she headed the Press and Public
Information team at the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE).

. Earlier still, she was Public Affairs Specialist at Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty in Munich,
having started her career as a journalist. From 2016 to 2017, she also served as Senior Adviser and Spokesperson
on the incoming United Nations Secretary General’s Transition Team.

Ms. Fleming is a frequent interview guest on international media platforms, and her talks are featured
on TED.com. She is author of the book, A Hope More Powerful than the Sea, and host of the award-winning
podcast, Awake at Night.

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General, World Health Organization

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus was elected as WHO Director-General for a five-year term
in May 2017. He is the first person from the WHO African Region to serve as WHO's chief
technical and administrative officer.

Prior to his election as WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros served as Ethiopia’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs from 2012-2016 and as Ethiopia’s Minister of Health from 2005-2012. He was
elected as Chair of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Board in 2009, and
previously served as Chair of the Roll Back Malaria Partnership Board, and Co-chair of the
Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health Board.

Dr. Tedros is globally recognised as a health scholar, researcher, and diplomat with first-hand experience in
research, operations, and leadership in emergency responses to epidemics. Throughout his career Dr. Tedros has
published numerous articles in prominent scientific journals and received awards and recognition from across the
globe. He received the Decoration of the Order of Serbian Flag in 2016 and was awarded the Jimmy and Rosalynn
Carter Humanitarian Award in recognition of his contributions to the field of public health in 2011.

Dr Michael Ryan, Executive Director, WHO Emergencies Programme & Chair of the UN Crises Management Team
Dr Mike Ryan has been at the forefront of managing acute risks to global health for nearly
25 years. He served as Assistant Director-General for Emergency Preparedness and
Response in WHO's Health Emergencies Programme from 2017 to 2019.

Dr Ryan first joined WHO in 1996, with the newly established unit to respond to emerging
and epidemic disease threats. He has worked in conflict affected countries and led many
responses to high impact epidemics. He is a founding member of the Global Outbreak Alert
and Response Network (GOARN), which has aided the response to hundreds of disease
outbreaks around the world. He served as Coordinator of Epidemic Response (2000-2003),
Operational Coordinator of WHQ's response to the SARS outbreak (2003), and as WHQO's
Director of Global Alert and Response (2005-2011).

He was a Senior Advisor on Polio Eradication for the Global Polio Eradication Initiative from 2013 to 2017,
deploying to countries in the Middle East. He completed medical training at the National University of Ireland,
Galway, a Master’s in Public Health at University College Dublin, and specialist training in communicable disease
control at the Health Protection Agency in London and the European Programme for Intervention Epidemiology
Training.


https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/profiles/melissa-fleming
https://www.ahopemorepowerful.com/
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Mark Lowcock, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator

Mark Lowcock assumed office as the United Nations Under-Secretary-General for
Humanitarian Affairs, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and
Emergency Relief Coordinator in September 2017.

As chief coordinator of the world’s humanitarian response to urgent crises, Mr. Lowcock holds
oversight for all emergencies requiring United Nations humanitarian assistance. He advocates
in the United Nations Security Council for people affected by conflicts and disasters, and
through discussions with Member States, donors and the media. He also mobilizes resources
for global humanitarian action, pooled funds and OCHA, and leads the Inter-Agency Standing
Committee (IASC), a forum of United Nations and non-United Nations humanitarian
organizations focused on strengthening humanitarian assistance. Mr. Lowcock has more than 30 years of
experience leading and managing responses to humanitarian crises across the globe, as well as wider strategic
leadership in international development. Prior to taking up his role at OCHA, he was the Permanent Secretary of
the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID).

Mr. Lowcock began his career at DFID (formerly the Overseas Development Administration) in 1985, and served in
a range of roles, including postings in Kenya, Malawi and Zimbabwe.

Michelle Bachelet Jeria, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Michelle Bachelet assumed her functions as the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights on 1 September 2018.

Ms. Bachelet was elected President of Chile on two occasions (2006 — 2010 and 2014 —2018)
and was the first female president of Chile. She also served as Health Minister (2000-2002),
as well as Chile’s and Latin America’s first female Defense Minister (2002 — 2004).

.| Since the early 1990s, Ms. Bachelet has worked closely with many international

Hﬁggg%@giﬁ%ﬁfﬁ organizations. In 2010 she chaired the Social Protection Floor Advisory Group, a joint

' ST International Labor Organization (ILO) and World Health Organization (WHO) initiative,
which sought to promote social policies to stimulate economic growth and social cohesion.

In 2011, she was named the first Director of UN Women, an organization dedicated to fighting for the rights of
women and girls internationally. She has recently pledged to be a Gender Champion, committing to advance gender
equality in OHCHR and in international fora. She was also named Chair of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn
and Child Health, an alliance of more than 1000 organizations in 192 countries from the sexual, reproductive,
maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health communities.

Achim Steiner, Administrator, United Nations Development Program

Achim Steiner became UNDP Administrator on 19 June 2017. Mr. Steiner is also the Vice-
Chair of the UN Sustainable Development Group, which unites 40 entities of the UN
system that work to support sustainable development.

Over nearly three decades, Mr. Steiner has been a global leader on sustainable
development, climate resilience and international cooperation. He has worked tirelessly
to champion sustainability, economic growth and equality for the vulnerable, and has
been a vocal advocate for the Sustainable Development Goals.

Prior to joining UNDP, he was Director of the Oxford Martin School and Professorial
Fellow of Balliol College, University of Oxford. Mr Steiner has served across the United Nations system, looking
at global challenges from both a humanitarian and a development perspective. He led the United Nations


https://www.unocha.org/about-ocha/ocha-leadership
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/AboutUs/Pages/HighCommissioner.aspx
https://genderchampions.com/champions/michelle-bachelet
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/about-us/our-leadership.html

Panel I: The UN System Response to COVID-19

Environment Programme (2006-2016), helping governments invest in clean technologies and renewable
energy. He was also Director-General of the United Nations Office at Nairobi.

Achim Steiner previously held other notable positions including Director General of the International Union
for the Conservation of Nature, and Secretary General of the World Commission on Dams.

F|I|ppo Grandi, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Filippo Grandi became the 11th United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees on 1 January
2016.

As High Commissioner, he heads one of the world’s largest humanitarian organizations. UNHCR
has twice won the Nobel Peace Prize. Its 17,000-strong workforce spans 135 countries providing
protection and assistance to nearly 80 million refugees, returnees, internally displaced people
and stateless persons.

Before being elected High Commissioner, Grandi had been engaged in international cooperation
for over 30 years, focusing on refugee and humanitarian work. He served as Commissioner-General of the UN
Agency for Palestine refugees, UNRWA, from 2010 to 2014, after having been the organization’s Deputy
Commissioner-General since 2005. Prior to that, Grandi served as Deputy Special Representative of the UN
Secretary-General in Afghanistan, following a long career first with NGOs and later with UNHCR in Africa, Asia, the
Middle East and at the organization’s Geneva headquarters.

David Muldrow Beasley, Executive Director, World Food Programme

: At WFP, Mr. Beasley is putting to use four decades of leadership and communications
skills to mobilize more financial support and public awareness for the global fight against
hunger. These efforts were recognised as the Norwegian Nobel Committee awarded WFP
the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize.

Mr. Beasley is also driving greater focus and attention to WFP’s work beyond emergency
food assistance, highlighting how longer-term development can help bring peace and
stability to troubled regions.

Before coming to WFP in April 2017, Mr Beasley spent a decade working with high-profile leaders and on-the-
ground programme managers in more than 100 countries, directing projects designed to foster peace,
reconciliation and economic progress. He travelled to as many as 30 countries a year, organizing, leading or
participating in conferences and missions in Kosovo, South Sudan, Sudan, Tunisia and Yemen, among others. His
work has allowed him to develop deep relationships with leaders around the world. As Governor of the U.S. state
of South Carolina from 1995 to 1999, Mr Beasley guided the state during years of economic transformation, helping
to reshape the state’s economy into a healthy, diverse and robust market.

Inger Ashing, Chief Executlve Officer, Save the Children International

| 1 Inger Ashing is CEO of Save the Children International. A respected child rights
activist, Inger has been associated with Save the Children for more than 25 years. Prior to her
appointment in September 2019, Inger held various national and international roles focused
on children’s right, most recently as the Director General at the Swedish Agency against
Segregation.

; She a member of the Ethics Council at The Swedish Migration Agency and has been an expert
4 to and board member of several authorities and committees such as the Delegation for
Human Rights, the Swedish National Knowledge Centre on Violence against Children and the
," " Delegation for the Employment of Young People and Newly Arrived Migrants.
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Dr. Asha Mohammed, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society

p T8 Dr Asha Mohammed is the Secretary General of Kenya Red Cross Society. She has over 25
years diverse experience working within Humanitarian and Government institutions. She
has served in different capacities within the Red Cross Red Crescent Movement including;
Movement Partnerships Advisor for the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
Geneva, Head of Operations for International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC) Africa Zone office in Johannesburg, Head of Eastern Africa zone office in
Nairobi and Deputy Secretary General and Head of Programmes in Kenya Red Cross,
among others.

o

40N

Dr. Asha also served as Chair of the IFRC Health Commission at global level and a chair of the RCRC Pan African
Coordination Team that is responsible for monitoring of commitments made by African National Societies. Before
her role in the Red Cross she served in various capacities in the Ministry of Health and National AIDS Control Council
in Kenya.


https://redcross.or.ke/about-us
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Lyse Doucet, BBC Presenter and Chief International Correspondent

Lyse Doucet is an award winning Chief International Correspondent and Senior
Presenter for BBC World News television and BBC World Service Radio.

She played a key role in the BBC's coverage of the "Arab Spring" across the Middle
East and North Africa and has covered all the major stories in the region for the past
20 years. She is a regular visitor to Afghanistan and Pakistan from where she has
been reporting since 1988.

She was nominated for two Emmy awards in the United States last year. Her most
recent awards include, in 2012, an Edward R Murrow award for radio reports from
Tunisia, a Peabody and David Bloom Award in 2010 for television films from
Afghanistan, and Radio News journalist of the Year at the Sony Radio Academy
Awards in the UK.

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General, World Health Organization
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus was elected as WHO Director-General for a five-
year term in May 2017.

Prior to his election as WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros served as Ethiopia’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs from 2012-2016 and as Ethiopia’s Minister of Health from 2005-
2012. He was elected as Chair of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and
Malaria Board in 2009, and previously served as Chair of the Roll Back Malaria
Partnership Board, and Co-chair of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child
Health Board.

Dr Tedros is globally recognized as a health scholar, researcher, and diplomat with
first-hand experience in research, operations, and leadership in emergency responses to epidemics.
Throughout his career Dr Tedros has published numerous articles in prominent scientific journals and
received awards and recognition from across the globe. He received the Decoration of the Order of Serbian
Flag in 2016 and was awarded the Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Humanitarian Award in recognition of his
contributions to the field of public health in 2011.

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, Executive Director & Chief Scientist, World Health Organization

Dr Soumya Swaminathan was most recently WHQ's Deputy Director-General for
Programmes. A paediatrician from India and a globally recognized researcher on
tuberculosis and HIV, she brings with her 30 years of experience in clinical care and
research and has worked throughout her career to translate research into impactful
programmes.

Dr Swaminathan was Secretary to the Government of India for Health Research and
Director General of the Indian Council of Medical Research from 2015 to 2017. In that
position, she focused on bringing science and evidence into health policy making,
building research capacity in Indian medical schools and forging south-south
partnerships in health sciences. From 2009 to 2011, she also served as Coordinator of the
UNICEF/UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases in
Geneva.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/profiles/2x4DsDVfNgctwxqSSdmYzS9/lyse-doucet
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Professor Ugur Sahin, Chief Executive Officer, BioNTech
—= Prof. Ugur Sahin, M.D. co-founded BioNTech in 2008 and has served as its
’( Chief Executive Officer since that time. Prof. Sahin also served as the head of
(‘.Q,

the Scientific Advisory Board of Ganymed Pharmaceuticals AG from 2008
[ ’ until the company was acquired by Astellas Pharma Inc., or Astellas, in 2016.
x§~ '
.

In 2010, Prof. Sahin co-founded TRON, and served as a Managing Director
from 2010 until 2019. Prof. Sahin has also been a professor (W3) at the Mainz
f/ University Medical Center since 2014. Prof. Sahin co-founded the Ci3, the
Lodi German Cluster Initiative of Individualized Immunintervention (Ci3), a non-
profit organization.

Dr. Ozlem Tiireci, Chief Medical Officer, BioNTech

Dr. Ozlem Tireci is BioNTech Chief Medical Officer. Dr. Tiireci joined
BioNTech in 2008 as a clinical and scientific advisory board member, before
becoming our Chief Medical Officer in 2018.

Dr. Tireci co-founded Ganymed Pharmaceuticals, now a subsidiary of
Astellas, in 2001 as Chief Scientific Officer and became its Chief Executive
Officer in 2008. Dr. Tireci is chairman and co-initiator of Ci3. Dr. Tireci is
also President of the Association for Cancer Immunotherapy (CIMT).

Professor Sarah Gilbert, Oxford University

Sarah Gilbert is Said Professor of Vaccinology, Jenner Institute & Nuffield
Department of Medicine at the University of Oxford in England. She has been
making and testing vaccines designed to induce T-cell responses for over a
decade, chiefly using antigens from malaria and influenza. Several of the
vaccines developed in her laboratory have progressed into clinical trials. In the
wake of the 2014 Ebola outbreak, the WHO R&D Blueprint programme was
established to review platform technologies for Diagnostics Vaccines and
Therapeutics in order to be better prepared for future outbreaks or pandemics.
Oxford’s ChAdOx1 vaccine platform technology was presented to this newly formed programme, and it was
approved by the WHO. In January 2020, Professor Gilbert’s laboratory at Oxford further developed the
ChAdOx1 vaccine platform as a candidate COVID-19 vaccine based on the approach she had used for the
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome. Recent results of the Phase Ill global clinical trials indicate that the
vaccine is effective.

Dr. Seth Berkley, Chief Executive Officer, GAVI

Dr. Seth Berkley has been the CEO of GAVI, the Vaccine Alliance, since August 2011,
spearheading its mission to protect the world’s poorest children by improving
access to new and underused vaccines. He is currently co-leading the Vaccines Pillar
of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, to help develop and distribute
a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine globally.

Prior to Gavi, in 1996, he founded the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI),
the first vaccine product development public-private sector partnership. He served
as President and CEO of IAVI for 15 years. Under his leadership, IAVI created a
virtual vaccine product development effort involving scientists from low-income
countries, industry and academia — developing and testing HIV vaccines around the
world. He also oversaw a global advocacy programme that ensured HIV vaccines
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received prominent attention in the media and in forums such as the G8, the European Union and the United
Nations.

H

enrietta H. Fore, Executive Director, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

= - Henrietta H. Fore became UNICEF’s seventh Executive Director on 1 January 2018.
unl"‘q’f {\{\\{,’,\} She has worked to champion economic development, education, health,
e s  humanitarian assistance and disaster relief in a public service, private sector and
non-profit leadership career that spans more than four decades.

fore ‘,;_'v chilo

Prior to her appointment with UNICEF, Ms. Fore was Chairman of the Board and
Chief Executive Officer of Holsman International, a manufacturing and investment
company. She also served on the boards of a number of domestic and international
public corporations, including as Global Co-chair of the Asia Society, Chair of the
Middle East Investment Initiative, and Co-Chair of WomenCorporateDirectors. She
also served on the boards of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),
the Aspen Institute, the Committee Encouraging Corporate Philanthropy (CECP) and the Center for Global
Development (CGD).

Dr. Richard Hatchett, Chief Executive Officer, Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI)

Richard J. Hatchett, MD, is Chief Executive Officer of the Coalition for

Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), a partnership of public,

private, philanthropic and civil organizations that supports the

development of vaccines against high priority public health threats
S and technology platforms to allow the rapid development of vaccines

‘,_ against emerging infectious diseases such as COVID-19.

e

Dr. Hatchett was previously the acting Director of the U.S. Biomedical
Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) and served as Director of Medical Preparedness
Policy on the Homeland and National Security Councils under Presidents Bush and Obama, respectively.

Sir Andrew Witty, WHO Special Envoy for the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator

Sir Andrew Witty was named president, UnitedHealth Group, in November
2019, in addition to his role as chief executive officer of Optum. He was named
executive vice president, UnitedHealth Group, and chief executive officer,
Optum, in March 2018. He is also a member of the Office of the Chief Executive
and previously served as a UnitedHealth Group company director.

From 2008 to 2017, Witty was chief executive officer and a director of the
leading pharmaceutical manufacturer GlaxoSmithKline (GSK). He joined GSK in
1985, and prior to being named CEO, served as president of GSK Europe. Witty
is former chancellor of the University of Nottingham, a British public research
university, and serves on the Singapore Prime Minister’s Research, Innovation
and Enterprise Council. He is an advisor to 8VC as well as to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. Witty
became Chair, Imperial College Business School Advisory Board in November 2020.

In April 2020, Witty was asked by the World Health Organization to co-Lead the Accelerated Vaccine
Development for COVID-19 and has taken a sabbatical from UnitedHealth Group/Optum returning
December 2020.


https://www.unicef.org/media/experts/henrietta-h-fore
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Femi Oke, International Journalist

Femi Oke is an award-winning international journalist, broadcaster, professional
moderator and co-founder of the diverse moderators bureau "Moderate The
Panel." Femi’s reporting has been recognized by the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS), the African Communications Agency and InterAction.

Since the 1980s, she has worked for BBC television and radio, Sky TV, all the U.K.
terrestrial television networks, CNN and U.S. national public radio. As a
professional moderator Femi has presided over world class events including
European Development Days, NBA Africa Celebratory Luncheon for the U.S.
National Basketball Association, and the historic Barbershop Conference at the
United Nations Headquarters.

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director General of the World Health Organization

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus was elected as WHO Director-General for a five-year
termin May 2017. He is the first person from the WHO African Region to serve as WHO's
chief technical and administrative officer.

Prior to his election as WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros served as Ethiopia’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs from 2012—2016 and as Ethiopia’s Minister of Health from 2005-2012.
He was elected as Chair of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria
Board in 2009, and previously served as Chair of the Roll Back Malaria Partnership Board,
and Co-chair of the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health Board.

Dr. Tedros is globally recognised as a health scholar, researcher, and diplomat with first-
hand experience in research, operations, and leadership in emergency responses to
epidemics. Throughout his career Dr. Tedros has published numerous articles in prominent scientific journals and
received awards and recognition from across the globe. He received the Decoration of the Order of Serbian Flag
in 2016 and was awarded the Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Humanitarian Award in recognition of his contributions
to the field of public health in 2011.

Dr. Zsuzsanna Jakab, Deputy Director-General of the World Health Organization

-

A native of Hungary, Dr Jakab was appointed as Deputy Director-General in 2019 after
serving as WHO Regional Director for Europe since 2010.

She has held a number of high-profile national and international public health policy
positions in the last three decades, including as the founding Director of the European
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) in Stockholm, Sweden.

Between 2005 and 2010, she built the ECDC into an internationally respected centre
of excellence in the fight against infectious diseases.
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Dr. Natalia Kanem, Executive Director of the United Nations Population Fund

Dr. Natalia Kanem was appointed as Executive Director of the United Nations Population
Fund on 3 October 2017. Prior she was Deputy Executive Director (Programme), and
earlier UNFPA Representative in the United Republic of Tanzania from 2014 to 2016. Dr.
Kanem has more than 30 years of strategic leadership experience in the fields of
preventive medicine, public and reproductive health, social justice and philanthropy.
She started her research career with the Johns Hopkins and Columbia University schools
of medicine and public health.

Before joining the United Nations, she served as founding president of ELMA
Philanthropies, Inc., and as senior associate of the Lloyd Best Institute of the West Indies.

- / At the Ford Foundation from 1992 to 2004, she funded pioneering work on women’s
reproductive health and human rights, serving first in West Africa and eventually as Deputy Vice-President for
peace and social justice programmes in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, Latin America and North America.

She holds a medical degree from Columbia University in New York, and a Master’s degree in Public Health with
specializations in epidemiology and preventive medicine from the University of Washington in Seattle. She is a
magna cum laude graduate of Harvard College in history and science.

Mari Elka Pangestu, Managing Director for Development Policy and Partnerships of the World Bank

Mari Pangestu is the World Bank Managing Director of Development Policy and
Partnerships. In this role, which she assumed on March 1, 2020, Ms. Pangestu
provides leadership and oversees the research and data group of the World Bank
(DEC), the work program of the World Bank’s Global Practice Groups, and the
External and Corporate Relations function. Ms. Pangestu joins the Bank with
exceptional policy and management expertise, having served as Indonesia’s
Minister of Trade from 2004 to 2011 and as Minister of Tourism and Creative
Economy from 2011 to 2014.

She has had vast experience of over 30 years in academia, second track processes,
international organizations and government working in areas related to international trade, investment and
development in multilateral, regional and national settings. Most recently, Ms. Pangestu was a Senior Fellow at
the Columbia School of International and Public Affairs, as well as Professor of International Economics at the
University of Indonesia, adjunct professor at the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy and Crawford School of
Public Policy, Australian National University and a Board Member of Indonesia Bureau of Economic Research
(IBER), as well as Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), Jakarta.

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director of UN Women
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka is United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive
Director of UN Women. She was sworn into office on 19 August 2013.

Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka has worked in government and civil society, and with the
private sector, and was actively involved in the struggle to end apartheid in her
home country of South Africa. From 2005 to 2008, she served as Deputy President
of South Africa, overseeing programmes to combat poverty and bring the
advantages of a growing economy to the poor, with a particular focus on women.

Prior to this, she served as Minister of Minerals and Energy from 1999 to 2005 and
Deputy Minister in the Department of Trade and Industry from 1996 to 1999. She
was a Member of Parliament from 1994 to 1996 as part of South Africa’s first
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democratic government. Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka began her career as a teacher and gained international experience
as a coordinator at the World YWCA in Geneva, where she established a global programme for young women.

She is the founder of the Umlambo Foundation, which supports leadership and education. A longtime champion
of women’s rights, she is affiliated with several organizations devoted to education, women’s empowerment and
gender equality.

Guy Ryder, Director-General of the International Labour Organization

Guy Ryder took office as ILO Director-General on 1 October 2012. He started his
professional career in 1981 as assistant at the International Department of the Trade
Union Congress in London. From 1985, he held the position of Secretary of the Industry
Trade Section of the International Federation of Commercial, Clerical, Professional and
Technical Employees (FIET) in Geneva. In 1988, Guy Ryder became Assistant Director and
— from 1993 - Director of the Geneva office of the International Confederation of Free
Trade Unions (ICFTU).

Guy Ryder first joined the International Labour Organization in 1998 as Director of the
Bureau for Workers’ Activities and, from 1999, as Director of the Office of the Director-
General. In 2002, he moved to Brussels where he was appointed General Secretary of the ICFTU, leading the
process of global unification of the democratic international trade union movement.

He was elected as first General Secretary of the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) when it was
created in 2006. He headed international trade union delegations to high level talks with the UN, IMF, World
Bank and WTO and to the G20 Leaders’ Summits. In September 2010, Guy Ryder came back to the ILO in Geneva
as Executive Director, responsible for international labour standards and fundamental principles and rights at
work.

Robert Andrew Piper, United Nations Assistant Secretary-General for Development Coordination

Robert Piper has been leading the UN Development Coordination Office (DCO) since
January 2019.

Mr. Piper brings to the position nearly 30 years of experience in international development
and peacebuilding in leadership positions within the United Nations. Prior to leading DCO,
| Mr. Piper was the Head of the Transition Team for the Repositioning of the United Nations
development system in the Executive Office of the Secretary General.

Mr. Piper has previously served the UN in senior field positions across four continents,
most recently as the Deputy Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process and
RC/HC for the occupied Palestinian Territory (2015 — 2017); United Nations Regional Humanitarian Coordinator
for the Sahel region (2013 — 2015); and United Nations Resident Coordinator, Humanitarian Coordinator and
UNDP Resident Representative for Nepal (2008 — 2013). He played a similar role leading the United Nations
development system in Kosovo from 2002 to 2004.
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Pavan Sukhdev, President, WWF International / UNEP Goodwill Ambassador

Pavan Sukhdev is a scientist by education, an international banker by training, and an
environmental economist by passion. Years of work in sustainability and the invisible
economics of nature led to his appointment to head the United Nations’ “Green
Economy Initiative” and to lead the G8+5 study TEEB (The Economics of Ecosystems and
Biodiversity). In his book ‘Corporation 2020’, he describes four changes in micro-policy
and regulation which can rapidly transform today’s corporation to deliver tomorrow’s
green and equitable “economy of permanence”.

As founder and CEO of GIST Advisory, his sustainability consulting firm, Pavan works with C-suite executives and
senior government officials on transition techniques, with an emphasis on metrics. GIST launched two platforms
for Corporate Sustainability at Davos 2020, for large corporations and a simpler version for SME’s in partnership
with the International Chamber of Commerce. Pavan is a Goodwill Ambassador for UN Environment, promoting
TEEB implementation and Green Economy transitions. He has served on the boards of Conservation International
(CI), the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI), the Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC), and on the TEEB Advisory Board.
Mr. Sukhdev has received the following awards: Gothenburg Award for Sustainable Development 2013, Blue
Planet Prize 2016 and Tyler Prize 2020.
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