THE PRESIDENT
OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

15 September 2020

Excellency,

In line with General Assembly resolution 74/303 of 4 September 2019, entitled,
“Revitalization of the work of the General Assembly”, I have the honour to share with you a
handover report, which I transmitted to H.E. Mr. Volkan Bozkir, President-elect of the seventy-
fifth session of the United Nations General Assembly.

This handover report is a contribution to efforts aimed at strengthening the institutional
memory of the Office of the President of the General Assembly, and at ensuring a smooth
transition from the seventy-fourth to seventy-fifth session of the General Assembly. The report
highlights the collective determination of UN Member States to maintain business continuity as
the world wrestled with the unprecedented challenges triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic.

' I take this opportunity to sincerely thank all Permanent Missions and Permanent Observer
Missions, as well as the Secretariat, for their engagement, commitment and support throughout

the session to advance the work of the General Assembly.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Tijjani Muhammad-Bande
All Permanent Representatives and

Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York
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Executive Summary

The. 74th session of the General Assembly started on a high tempo with the
guidelines for commemorating the 75th anniversary of the UN firmly set. The
theme of the 74th session of the General Assembly was built around some SDG
Goals, and the decade of action and delivery on the SDGs was in sight. The High-
Level Week comprised several meetings focusing on progress and challenges in
the attainment of the SDGs.

Seven areas dominated the activities of the 74th session. First were the meetings
of the High Level week of the 74th session. These included the Climate Action
Summit; the High-Level Meeting on Universal Health Coverage; the High-Level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development, High-Level Dialogue on Financing for
Development; and the High-Level Meeting to Review Progress made in addressing
the Priorities of Small Island Development States through the Implementation of
the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action Pathway.

Second was the campaign against poverty eradication, which stood on three
pillars, namely, the establishment of an Alliance for Poverty Eradication, the
inauguration of an annual series of colloquium/policy dialogues on poverty
eradication, and the creation of a Poverty Eradication Fund/Standby Facility. It
must be stated that, due to the need for further consultations with all interested
parties, the Fund is yet to be established. The Alliance for Poverty Eradication was

launched successfully on 30th June 2020 with wide participation of eminent.

personalities from around the globe as well as the President of ECOSOC, the UN
Secretary-General and Heads of UN agencies. A High-Level Meeting on Poverty
Eradication Strategies was the first in an annual series of colloquia on poverty
eradication. The Meeting identified challenges to poverty eradication and came
up with substantive recommendations for action. Thirty-nine (39) countries joined
as members of the Alliance for Poverty Eradication.




Third was the campaign on zero hunger, which featured an interactive dialogue at
the UN Headquarters on the theme ‘Targeting Hunger: South-South and
Triangular Cooperation for Transforming Agriculture. The event clearly brought
out the need to ensure food equity based on inclusive and efficient food systems;
leverage international cooperation to strengthen agriculture systems; prioritize
lifelong education for farmers; expose the youth to the entrepreneurial
opportunities in farming; and engage the Group of Friends and relevant entities of
the UN system to partner on the attainment of a world free from hunger.

Fourth was the preparations for the commemoration of UN@75, which entailed
intergovernmental consultations and negotiations on the declaration and the
organization of a virtual youth town hall to gather inputs for the declaration from
youth organizations around the world; the organization of the UN75 People’s
Forum on 14 May 2020 during which the People’s declaration was handed over
to the PGA; facilitating arrangements for a virtual observance ceremony to
commemorate the signing of the UN Charter on 26 June 2020; and preparations,
in collaboration with relevant stakeholders for a virtual youth plenary on 9
September 2020, where youth representatives and civil society groups from
around the world identified and amplified priorities for the commemoration of
the UN@75. As stated in resolution A/73/299, the theme of UN@75 shall guide
activities, meetings and conferences organized by the United Nations in 2020,
including the General Debate of the seventy-fifth session of the General
Assembly. | |

Fifth was the PGA’s initiative on the High-Level Panel on International Financial
Accountability, Transparency and Integrity for Achieving the 2030 Agenda (the
FACTI Panel). The FACTI Panel is a joint initiative launched by the PGA and the
President of ECOSOC on 02 March 2020 with the aim of contributing towards the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda by reviewing existing international
institutional and legal frameworks related to financial accountability,
transparency and integrity, with a view to identifying{any gaps, impediments and
vulnerabilities in their design and/or implementation to make for efficient
systems of financial accountability.




Sixth was the PGA’s outreach to UN entities, civil society and the global audience
through media briefings/interviews; engagements with various audiences during
official travels; Spokesperson’s media engagements; and Morning Dialogues with
Permanent Representatives. '

Seventh was the effects of the coronavirus pandemic on the work of the General
Assembly during the session. Many agenda items were cancelled or postponed
due to the pandemic but, to ensure business continuity, the Assembly
innovatively resorted to virtual platforms for convening meetings. The Assembly
also adopted decisions through the use of silence procedures when, due to the
risks posed by the coronavirus pandemic, it was not possible to convene plenary
meetings of the General Assembly. The 75th PGA will thus inherit quite a number
of mandates which could not be completed in the 74th session due to the
pandemic and would have to device a balanced approach to the work of the
Assembly taking into consideration safety concerns, extant mandates, rules of
procedure, imperatives for business continuity and technical capacity for
alternative means of convening meetings. '

The Ad Hoc Working Group on the revitalization of the Work of the General
Assembly could not complete certain aspects of its work due the coronavirus
pandemic and thus rolled over its work to the 75" session. Similarly, the
Intergovernmental Negotiations (IGN) on the Question of Equitable
Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council and
Other Matters was affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. On 31st August 2020, the

 Assembly adopted, by silence procedure, decision A/74/569 to roll over

discussions on the item to the 75" session, and later took note of it in plenary on
3rd September 2020.

Preparations for the High-Level Week of the 75 session was delayed following
vastly divergent views on how to adapt the rules of procedure to administrative
arrangements for a hybrid format of the High-Level Week. Such divergencies
pertained to the use of Speakers’ List; use of pre-recorded videos; exercise of
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rights of reply; determination of what should constitute verbatim records; and the
protocol for introducing speakers during the meetings, among others.

On administrative matters, the staff of OPGA worked to ensure and preserve the
dignity and impartiality of the Office and to continue to operate in an inclusive
and transparent manner. On this matter, the assistance and guidance of the
Secretariat was invaluable. In addition, perseverance and patience, while being
time conscious, helped us reach much needed consensus on most matters.

In conclusion, the 74th session showed us that resilience and determination can
take us far, especially when the resolve is shared, and belief in the multilateral
system is strong.




1. Introduction to Handover Report

This handover report is prepared pursuant to resolution 73/341 of 16
September 2019 on the revitalization of the work of the General Assembly (GA)
and follows the standardized format developed by the President of the 73™
session. It serves to support a smooth transition from the 74" to the 75" session
of the GA. It also serves to further strengthen the institutional memory of both
the GA and the Office of its President (OPGA), as mandated by the resolution.

This report outlines major outcomes realized from events and on-going

processes during the 74™ session, and the lessons learned. A section on the .

impacts of the corona virus pandemic on the work of the United Nations General
Assembly and their lessons learned is also included. The annexes contain relevant
statistical information such as information on support provided by Member States
and the Secretariat to OPGA, as well as a list of mandates that require follow-up
action by the President during the 75 session.
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2.0 The 74th Session: An Overview of High-Level Deliberations, Priorities and
Mandated Processes

Highlights of the 2019 Gene@ Debate

The General Assembly commenced its seventy-fourth session on 17 September
2019, while the General Debate was held from 24% to 30" September 2019 with
the theme: “Galvanizing multilateral efforts for poverty eradication, quality
education, climate action and inclusion.” The President of the General Assembly

(PGA), Prof. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, set the tone for the session, underscoring -

the central role of the General Assembly in resolving the world’s most pressing
issues, including threats to peace and security and to socio-economic
development. He acknowledged emerging questions about multilateralism but
cautioned that “we must never forget that the world looks up to the United

Nations.”

During the General Debate, Heads of State and other leaders of delegations
reiterated the achievements of the United Nations since inception and re-
committed themselves to the principles and purposes of the UN Charter, with the
organization’s 75" anniversary in view. Speakers from all parts of the world
affirmed their belief in an international rules-based order as being essential for
global stability, security and prosperity.

The most resonant themes during the general debate were “sustainability” and
“multilateralism,” while other themes such as ongoing conflicts, persisting
poverty and deprivation, the increasingly catastrophic effects of climate change,
widespread violations of human rights, the continuing threat from nuclear
weapons and their potential proliferation, as well as the risks inherent in the
dissolution of existing disarmament agreements, were also dominant.

During the 74 session of the Assembly, 192 Member States and 3 Observer
entities (Palestine, Holy See and EU) made statements. One Member State did not

speak. In total, 81 Heads of State and 6 Vice Presidents (including 7 women), 42.
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Heads of Government (including 4 women), and 57 Ministers (including 5 women)

spoke. The longest speech lasted 50 minutes, the shortest 7, with an average

speech length of 19 minutes. In addition to the six official languages, statements
were delivered in 19 non-official languages. The 2019 high-level week featured six
high-level meetings. In addition, the PGA held over 50 bilateral meetings, while
494 side events took place within the United Nations premises.

High-Level Meeting on Universal Health Coverage

The high-level week of the 74" session of the General Assembly kicked off with
the High-level meeting on Universal Health Coverage on 23 September 2019. The
meeting was convened in accordance with resolutions 72/139 and 73/131. It
adopted a Political Declaration negotiated and agreed to during the 73" session.

The meeting, which featured the participation of more than 70 Heads of State and
Government, highlighted the commitments by Member States to realize universal
health coverage as a key element to achieve Goal 3 of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. The President of the General Assembly highlighted,
among other issues, the need to ensure affordable, preventive, curative and
rehabilitative health services and invest in research to better equip Member
States in preventing diseases, among other benefits.

The event featured a general debate with statements by Heads of State and |

Government as well as Ministers, and simultaneous panel discussions on the
topics of “Universal Health Coverage as a driver of equity, inclusive development

and prosperity for all” and on “Accelerating multi-sectorial and multi-stakeholder
action and investments for achieving Universal Health Coverage”. The Political

Declaration was formally adopted as resolution 74/2 on 10 October 2019.




High—LeveI Political Forum on Sustainable Development, under the auspices of the
General Assembly (SDG Summit)

The HLPF under the auspices of the General Assembly (SDG Summit), was
convened for the first time since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in 2015. The SDG Summit is mandated to “provide high-level
political guidance on the Agenda and its implementation, identify progress and
emerging chaIIenges and mobilize further actions to accelerate implementation.”

The SDG Summit sought to take stock of progress made in realizing the 2030
Agenda and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) since its adoption in
2015, and to identify actions to accelerate implementation. Heads of State and
Government, UN system and stakeholder representatives engaged in two plenary
segments and six thematic Leaders’ Dialogues on: megatrends impacting the
achievement of the SDGs; accelerating the achievement of the SDGs: critical entry
points; measures to leverage progress across the SDGs; localizing the SDGs;
partnerships for sustainable development; and the 2020-2030 vision.

Member States adopted the Political Declaration, “Gearing up for a Decade of
Action and Delivery for Sustainable Development”, by consensus (A/RES/74/4).
The political declaration reaffirms the transformative vision of the 2030 Agenda,
highlighted the slow progress made in several areas, launched an ambitious and
accelerated decade of action and delivery for sustainable development, pledged
to strengthen the effective and participatory character of the HLPF and
encouraged the peer-learning character of the voluntary national reviews.
Additionally, Member States and stakeholders used the Summit to launch some
100 ambitious SDG Acceleration Actions. |

The 2019 Global Sustainable Development Report was launched during the
session and it identifies six entry points where interventions can have multiple
impacts across the SDGs: human well-being and capabilities; sustainable and just
economies; food systems and nutrition patterns; energy decarbonization with

universal access; urban and peri-urban development; and global environmental -
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commons. Across all entry points, governance, economy and finance, individual
and collective action, and science and technology were identified as important
levers that can trigger positive synergistic impacts across the SDGs.

High-Level Dialogue on Financing for Development/ HLD FFD

On 26 September 2019, the General Assembly held a High-level Dialogue on -

Financing for Development (HLD FFD) at the United Nations Headquarters. The
HLD FFD programme, which was the first since the adoption of the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development (resolution 69/313, annex), was aligned with the priorities of the
Addis Ababa Action Agenda. A total of 14 Heads of State and Government and 28
Ministers, as well as several leaders of multilateral development banks,
philanthropic, key institutional investors and civil society organizations
participated in the deliberations.

Looking ahead to the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development
(2020-2030), the participants in the HLD FFD called for intensified efforts, and
made concrete commitments, towards accelerating the mobilization of resources
from all sources, recognizing the cross-cutting importance of financing to achieve
all of the Sustainable Development Goals. (The President’s summary of the HLD
FFD is available at https://undocs.org/A/74/559.

High-Level Meeting to Commemorate and Promote the International Day for the

Total Elimination of Nuclear weapons

On September 26 2019, and as part of the High-level week of the 74" session, the
PGA and his team organized the High-level plenary meeting to commemorate the
International Day for Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons on Sep 26, 2019. The
International day is celebrated annually on the sidelines of the General Assembly
with the aim of raising public awareness and seeking deeper engagement of the
International Community on nuclear disarmament matters. A total of 56 countries
participated in the meeting which included several Heads of State and
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Government and Senior Ministers. The Assembly also heard from two civil society
representatives on issues related to nuclear disarmament and the humanitarian
consequences of their potential use. Participants at the meeting made a strong
plea for nuclear disarmament and reiterated that total elimination of nuclear
weapons is the only way to eliminate the threat of their use.

In addition, the PGA participated in the High-level Ceremony on Signing and
Ratification of the Treaty on Prohibition of Nuclear weapons organized by the ten

core group countries and the Office of Legal Affairs on September 26, 2019. The

event was well attended and concluded with the signing/ratification of the treaty
by a total of 12 additional countries, bringing the number of ratifications reached
to 32 and those of signatories to 79. The PGA renewed his commitment to
working towards a collective vision of a nuclear-weapons-free world.

Conference on Facilitating the Entry into Force of the CTBT

The Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) bans all nuclear weapon test
explosion or any other nuclear explosions. The Treaty was negotiated in Geneva
by the Conference on Disarmament. It was adopted by the General Assembly as
resolution A/RES/50/245 on 10 September 1996, and opened for sighature in
September 1996. However, it is yet to enter into force. All 44 members of the
Conference on Disarmament with nuclear power and/or research reactors must
sign and ratify the Treaty before it enters into force. They are listed in Annex Il of
the Treaty. As of the date of the meeting, 184 countries had signed the CTBT,
which has a unique and comprehensive verification regime to ensure that no
nuclear explosion goes undetected. The International Monitoring System (IMS)
will, when complete, consist of 337 facilities worldwide to monitor the planet for
signs of nuclear explosions.

The 11th Conference on Facilitating the Entry into Force of the Comprehensive
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) was held on 25 September 2019. During the
conference, the PGA made a statement in which he highlighted the need to
realize the vision of the CTBT and its core objectives, in order to contribute
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effectively to the prevention of proliferation of nuclear weapons in all its aspects.
The PGA stressed that the CTBT regime constitutes, in itself, a powerful normative
framework and a tacit deterrent to nuclear testing, adding that “It must, however,
move - from its current status to a legally-binding obligation for all Member
States.” He urged those Member States that have not yet signed or ratified the
Treaty to do so without delay, especially those whose ratifications were needed
for the Treaty to enter into force. The PGA also recalled in his speech the signing
in 2017 of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) as a legally-
binding milestone instrument that included prohibitions against developing,
testing, acquiring, using or even threatening to use nuclear weapons.

High-Level Meeting to Review Progress Made in Addressing the Priorities of Small
Island Developing States Through the Implementation of the SIDS Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway .

Pursuant to General Assembly Resolutions A/RES/71/225, A/RES/72/307 and
General Assembly Decision A/RES/73/522, the President of the General Assembly
held the high-level review of the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway on 27 September 2019 in the Trusteeship
Council Chamber at United Nations Headquarters. The review served as a key
opportunity for Small Island Developing States, partners, and other relevant |
stakeholders to discuss the progress made and the challenges encountered in the
implementation of the SAMOA Pathway, and the 2030 Agenda across all SIDS.

3.0 The Priorities of the 74" Session
Poverty Eradication

Recognizing the danger which poverty posed, particularly, to peace and stability,
good governance and development, the President of the 74th Session of the
General Assembly placed poverty eradication (SDG 1), at the top of his agenda.
The PGA’s initiatives on poverty eradication sat on three pillars, namely, the
establishment of an Alliance for the Eradication of Poverty, the inauguration of an
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annual series of colloquium/policy dialogues on poverty eradication, and the
creation of a Poverty Eradication Fund/Standby Facility.

Poverty Eradication Alliance

The Poverty Eradication Alliance is a group of like-minded UN Member States

established with the aim of championing the cause of poverty eradication within
the UN and at international forums. It will operate along the same line as the
Groups of Friends performihg advocacy roles on behalf of miscellaneous causes
(education, food security, climate action and the like). The Alliance is expected,
among other things, to follow up the implementation of UN resolutions on
poverty eradication; raise general awareness about poverty and about progress or
setbacks in eradicating it within and across countries and regions; serve as a
forum for the exchange of ideas, information, financing strategies, and
international good practices in poverty eradication.

The Alliance will also lend support to efforts towards mobilization of resources for
the eradication of poverty and the creation of wealth and jobs. It will accomplish
these objectives by coming up with actionable strategies in the areas of
partnerships, mobilization of resources, networking and information sharing.
Based on resolution A/47/196, through which the General Assembly declared 17
October as the International Day for the Eradlcatlon of Poverty, the Alliance will
collaborate with the Penholders on the commemoratlon of this important event
and the implementation of the necessary follow-up activities.

Series of Colloguium/Policy Dialogues on Poverty Eradication

The Series of Colloquium/Policy Dialogues on Poverty Eradication was conceived

as a high-level interactive event to be organized annually in partnership with UN

agencies and hosted on a rotational basis by countries and/or interested agencies
in different regions of the globe. The participants are expected to be high-level
officials holding Ministerial-level positions in relevant developmental fields. The
main objectives of the colloquium are to enable the participants to deliberate on
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policies, strategies, planning models, and implementation processes geared
towards the eradication of poverty.

The Colloguium is also expected to recommend measures that need to be
instituted within and across socio-economic sectors (like education, agriculture,
industry, manufacturing, and services) to facilitate accelerated poverty
eradication and to track progress over time. The first in the series of policy
dialogues on poverty eradication was held on 30 June 2020.

Poverty Eradication Fund

Lastly, the President of the General Assembly noted that the overall financing gap
for the three core social sectors (health, education and social protection) is a clear
constraint to ending extreme poverty and that underfunding has a particularly
negative effect on those groups most at risk of being left behind. He therefore
proposed the establishment of a Poverty Eradication Fund, a mechanism that
would provide funding for the sectors ravaged by extreme poverty. The Fund is
expected to be modelled after the Sustainable Development Goals Fund (SDGF),
though on a limited scale, since it will only address poverty eradication
challenges.

It will be a pooled financing mechanism that will aim to support Member States in
their efforts to accelerate the eradication of poverty in their domains. The Fund
will harness resources from the public and private sectors through voluntary
contributions. It will thereafter allocate the resources based on poverty
eradication priorities identified by Member States or regional groupings. The Fund
is also expected to contribute to the general economic and social wellbeing of
developing countries as well as the living standards of .their peoples. Since the
Fund cannot take off without legislative authorization, further consultations with
Member States are necessary to galvanize support for a draft resolution on the
subject. |

14




Inclusive Quality Education

In line with General Assembly resolution A/RES/73/25, which declared 24 January
of every year as the International Day of Education, and as part of the ongoing
dialogue on measures needed to scale up the attainment of SDG 4, the President

of the General Assembly convened a High-Level Interactive Dialogue on the
theme, “Aligning Inclusive Quality Education Policies with Sustainable

Development Goals.” Policy makers, private sector operators, teachers, students
and youth associations as well as civil society organizations participated in the
event.

The main objectives of the event were to promote a common understanding of,
and raise awareness about, the significance, benefits, and essentials of inclusive
quality education and lifelong learning, as well as to highlight the progress

attained and the challenges encountered in implementing inclusive quality

education programmes within and across countries. Two sub-themes were
discussed: “The Learning Crisis, Effectiveness of Contemporary Responses, and
Pathways to Innovative Solutions,” and “Matching the Imperative of Inclusiveness
with the Quest for Quality Education: Policy Choices and Action Priorities.”

The Dialogue identified the need to address the continuing decline in reading and
writing skills, shortage of trained teachers; the disconnect between learning and
workplace’s skill demands; funding deficits; limited inclusion and accessibility;
failure to integrate positive psychology techniques in learning; and low socio-
economic status, coupled with declining morale of teachers.

The Dialogue further recommended increased access to education for girls,
children with disabilities and in conflict or emergency situations; allocation of 4.0
percent of GDP to education, investment in technical and vocational education;
involvement of local communities in the design and implementation of inclusive
quality education programmes; renewed political commitment to education; and
introduction of innovative learning. |
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Zero Hunger

Throughout the 74™ session, the PGA championed SDG 2 on Zero Hunger by
advocating the intrinsic link between poverty and hunger as well as between
sustainable agriculture and food security; the need for a greater focus on
smallholder and women farmers; and access to finance and technology to farmers
in developing countries. |

Interactive Dialogue on ‘Targeting Hunger: South-South and Triangular
Cooperation for Transforming Agriculture ‘ ‘

As part of his efforts to promote international cooperation in the area of food
security, the PGA on 12 February 2020 convened an interactive dialogue at the
UN Headquarters on the theme ‘Targeting Hunger: South-South and Triangular
Cooperation for Transforming Agriculture’. The event had an opening session, two
panel discussions, followed by interactive dialogues and a closing session.

The PGA presided at the opehing session which also included interventions from
the Director General of Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the Director
of the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation (UNSSC). The two
panels had representatives from p'ublic and private sectors, academia, UN entities
and farming communities. At the end of the interactive conversation ‘which
included statements from the Member States, the PGA presided over the cIosihg
session and delivered his concluding remarks.

Based on the discussions at the event, a summary of the dialogue was circulated
among the Member States, which highlighted the following key messages:

» We are not on track to achieve Zero Hunger by 2030. In fact, global hunger is

on the rise for the fourth consecutive year.
> We must ensure food equity based on inclusive and efficient food system:s.
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» All forms of international cooperation, including South-South and Triangular
Cooperation, must be leveraged to strengthen agriculture systems which
underpin food security.

- » We must prioritize lifelong education for farmers.

> Efforts must be directed at engaging youth in agriculture. Young people need
to be informed of the available entrepreneurial opportunities in the farming
profession.

Recommendation

It is important for the General Assembly to build on the momentum generated by
the Dialogue and sustain engagement with the Group of Friends on Food Security
and relevant entities of the UN sysfem including FAO, IFAD, WFP, UNOSSC and
DESA who work in the domain of food security. This is all the more important due
to the current economic recession which threatens to increase global hunger and
poverty. ' | |

Inclusion

The President of the General Assembly, in his Vision Statement, prioritized
Inclusion, and in the Roadmép for the implementation of his priorities, reiterated
the intention to focus on inclusion and the role and rights of women, the youth,
persons with disability, and marginalized groups. On 3 December 2019, the PGA
delivered a statement on the international day of persons with disabilities.

On 29 January 2020, he convened the inaugural meeting of the Steering
Committee on Accessibility (SCA) at the United Nations. Also, under his
leadership, the co-Chairs of the SCA, Ambassadors of Antigua and Barbuda, and
the Republic of Korea convened regular meetings and maintained the situation of
persons under COVID-19 as SCA’s top priority. The PGA also voiced his support for
persons with disabilities during the pandemic in his communications with
organizations of persons with disabilities.
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Although the work of the United Nations Steering Committee on Accessibility is
not a mandated process, it is expected that the incoming PGA would continue
with it, in view of the current pandemic and in support of the Secretary-General’s
call for disability-inclusive response to COVID-19 with the wide support of
Member States. |

Gender Equality

Promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls was a
key element of the inclusion priority of the PGA. As a mark of his commitment,
the PGA ensured gender balance in the staffing of his office. The 42-person team
is comprised of 22 female and 20 male staff members. At the senior management
level, the Chef de Cabinét, and three out of five team leaders are women.
Furthermore, the President ensured gender balance in the selection of co-Chairs
and co-facilitators of various processes of the United Nations for the 74th session
of the General Assembly (Available on OPGA 74 website).

As an International Gender Champion, the PGA implemented the Panel Parity
Pledge throughout the 74th Session and ensured that the panelists and
moderators in all events organized by the Office of the President of the General
Assembly were gender balanced. Gender equality and the empowerment of
women and girls was also mainstreamed as a cross-cdtting issue in his formal and
informal interactions and statements, including United Nations 74th General
Debate, the 43rd plenary session of the Human Rights - Council, the
commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), and International
Women’s Day 2020. He also engaged with women’s groups and organizations, in
New York and on official travels, to lend support to their activism.

Climate Action

Climate action was one of the key priorities during the 74" Session of the General
Assembly and the PGA sustained the prominence which the issue enjoyed in the
previous session, including the High-Level Meeting on Climate and Sustainable
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Development, the review of the SDG13 in HLPF under the auspices of ECOSOC and
the Secretary-General’s Climate Action Summit. The trahsyersal nature of climate
action and the obvious interlinkages with issues related to poverty eradication,
inclusion, oceans and biodiversity, were crucial to amplifying the PGA’s main
messages.

The focus of PGA74 on Climate Action was the promotion of a comprehensive
approach to mitigation, adaptation and resilience, as well as the provision of
means of implementation, in particular, climate financing. The PGA used his
platform to place nature and biodiversity high on the political agenda for the 74t
session and to strengthen global action to tackle climate change. The PGA focused

on:

e Synergies among climate action, biodiversity, oceans, disaster risk reduction

and the 2030 Agenda, particularly through an intergenerational lens;

e Engaging with a wide range of stakeholders (Governments, businesses,

academia, civil society, indigenous peoples, women and youth) to champion
good practices, catalyze efforts and promote an inclusive and integrated
approach on a wide range of issues, including the strategic priorities of the 74
session; and |

e Moving the means of implementation from agreements to action.

PGA74 action on the priority of climate action were pursued through the
following opportunities:

e The mid-term review of the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action (SAMOA)

Pathway on 27 September 2019;

e The 25" Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), hosted in Madrid, Spain in December
2019;

e The preparations for the Summit on Biodiversity mandated by Resolution

73/234, 74/221 and 74/269 to be convened on 30 September 2020;

e The preparatory meeting for the 2020 UN Ocean Conference and the political

declaration for the Ocean Conference (Resolution 73/292);
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e The 10t session of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
Assembly in the United Arab Emirates in January 2020;

e A dedicated Morning Dialogue on “Fighting for Nature: A Sustainable Pathway
to 2030,” on 18 February 2020; and

e Incorporation of Climate Action, statements and messages delivered during
PGA’s travels, commemoration of international days, as well as his
engagement in initiatives and site visits.

With 2020 dubbed as the Super Year for Nature and the first year of the Decade of
Action to deliver on sustainable development, the PGA emphasized the call for
urgent action to unlock the potential that nature presents, by mainstreaming
environmental action throughout the development process. He also stressed that
to “supercharge ideas to solutions”, nature-based solutions can catapult policy
changes to have transformative impact, not just pertaining to the health of our
environment, but also across economic and social dimensions.

Lessons learned and recommendations

Climate action will remain a major priority for the Decade of Action. PGA74’s
messaging on the linkages among climate action, biodiversity, oceans, disaster
risk reduction and the 2030 Agenda also highlighted the interconnected threats
that would arise from siloed appr'oaches that do not comprehensively address all
these policy streams, such as sea level rise and mass displacement, pandemics,
protracted crises and the collapse of financial systems.

Several key climate and biodiversity processes and events have also been rolled
over to the 75 session due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Importantly, two thirds of
the SDG targets which mature in 2020 pertain to environmental action.

The Summit on Biodiversity will provide a crucial opportunity to re-imégine and

transform our relationship with nature and put biodiversity/nature at the heart of
sustainable development, in particular by highlighting that the COVID-19

20




pandemic and all its associated impacts should be seen as a result of the long-
simmering biodiversity crisis.

PGA74’s engagements with Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL) and the Green
Climate Fund underscored the need to revisit the regulations that govern the
dispersal of such funds. Using the PGA’s convening power to bring together
Member States and stakeholders to consider lessons learned and adopt best
practices on regulations governing the dispersal of existing climate finance funds
would support SDG-related implementation efforts.

Financing for Development and Partnerships

The Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) continues to serve as a blueprint to
support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda by providing a global framework
for financing sustainable development that aligns all financing flows and policies
with economic, social and environmental priorities. As such, a consistent follow
up of the Financing For Development framework was essential for OPGA 74, as a
means that holistically facilitates the achievement of the other goals and priority
areas of the Presidency.

The added value of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda is its comprehensiveness. Only
by addressing all of its seven action areas can the global community hope to close
the financing gap to achieve the SDGs in developing countries, estimated to be
between USS 2.5 and 3 trillion per year.

With the spread of COVID-19 and the ensuing economic and social consequences,
the focus on resource mobilization has taken centre stage, and especially in hard-
hit developing countries. The PGA, together with the President of ECOSOC and
the Secretary-General, has given prominence to the urgency of mobilizing
resources for development along the path to 2030.
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The Panel on Financial Accountability, Transparency and Integrity

The key initiative of the PGA in the area of Financing for Development has been
the High-Level Panel on International Financial Accountability, Transparency and.
Integrity for Achieving the 2030 Agenda (the FACTI Panel). The FACTI Panel is a
joint initiative which was launched by the PGA and the President of ECOSOC on
March 2" 2020. |

The Panel’s main objective is to contribute to the implementation of the 2030
Agenda by reviewing existing international institutional and legal frameworks
related to- financial accountability, transparency and integrity, with a view to
identifying any gaps, impediments and vulnerabilities in their design and/or
implementation. It is tasked with making evidence-based recommendations on
how systems for financial accountability, transparency and integrity can be more
comprehensive, robust, effective, and universal in approach.

The success of the Panel hinges on active consultation with Member States, civil
society and institutional stakeholders. The activities and meetings of the Panel
have, since its launch, been taking place online in the light of the COVID 19
restrictions. The Panel will continue consulting with Member States and
stakeholders until February 2021, when it is expected to deliver its final report.

 (See www.factipanel.org for more info and scheduled activities.)

Peace and Security

Since its establishment in 1945, the United Nations has made the pursuit of peace
among its key mandates. The attainment of the 2030 Agenda is dependent on
peace and security which, in turn, is dependent on the achievement of the SDGs.
Efforts to quell conflicts that have already erupted do not always guarantee peace
because of the likelihood of a resurgence. The most reasonable step is therefore
to prevent the eruption of conflicts.

22




This approach informed the PGA's focus on conflict prevention by addressing their
root causes or drivers. Poverty, hunger, lack of education, effects of climate
change and absence of inclusion are drivers of conflict. Tackling them effectively
engenders peace and therewith security and development. When peace and
security are reasonably maintained in the world, there will be marked reduction
in peacekeeping expenditures, some of which can then be applied towards
sustainable development. |

The PGA organized a meeting on 27 November 2019 to mark the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. The meeting was organized
pursuant to General Assembly resolution A/32/40B of 2 December 1977 to mark
the adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 181 (ii) of 29 November 1947,
partitioning the state of Palestine into two states. In addition, the PGA attended a
special meeting convened by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People.

The PGA in his address to the First Committee in early October 2019, urged
Member States to re-commit to multilateralism and to work together to deliver
on agreements that will safeguard the world. The PGA, through his office, made
efforts in reaching out to all stakeholders so as to aid the participation of all
Member States in the work of the First Committee. OPGA continued to engage
with all Member States on issues relating to disarmament and international
security.

General Assembly resolution 73/127 on the International Day of Multilateralism
and Diplomacy for Peace, adopted in December 2018, declared 24 April as the
International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace and invited the
President of the General Assembly to organize a high-level plenary meeting of the
General Assembly to commemorate and promote the Day with the participation
of Member States and Observers, as well as the Secretary-General. In compliance
with the resolution, the International Day was marked for the first time on 24
April 2019 by the President of the 73rd Session. '
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During the 74" session, arrangements for the commemoration of the Day were
disrupted by the outbreak of the coronavirus (COVID-19) disease. Consequently,
in a letter to Member States dated 11 March 2020, the President of the 74th
Session of the UNGA informed Member states of the cancellation of the event as
in-person meetings had been suspended at the United Nations, as part of the
measures aimed at stemming the spread of the virus.

Although the event was not held at the UNGA as foreseen in the resolution, the
PGA, on 24 April 2020, participated in a virtual event to mark the Day, convened
in conjunction with the International Peace Institute (IP1) and the Asia Society
Policy Institute (ASPI), on the topic “The Importance of Multilateralism in the Time
of a Global Pandemic: Responding to COVID-19.” At the event moderated by the
Hon. Kevin Rudd (former Prime Minister of Australia), the PGA delivered a
keynote address on multilateralism and took questions collated before and during
the event from the audience spread across the world. The event had a
tremendous global reach and was well received.

The PGA participated in the 11th Conference on Facilitating the Entry into Force
of the Continental Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) on 25 September 2019, as discussed

earlier in section 2 of this report.

The United Nations Global Counter Terrorism Strategy (GCTS) Review

The GA resolution 72/284 of 2018 on the review of the Global Counter Terrorism
Strategy had mandated a review of the strategy and an examination of the
Secretary General's report on ‘Activities of the United Nations system in
implementing the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy’ by June
2020. To drive this process, the PGA appointed the Permanent Representative of
Egypt, H. E. Mr. Mohamed Fathi Ahmed Edrees and the Permanent
Representative of Spain, Agustin Santos Maraver as co-facilitators.

The Co facilitators began their work by consulting Member States informally on
the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy (GCTS) review. They scheduled the first
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informal meeting of the review process on March 16, 2020. The PGA also
scheduled an informal meeting of the GA on March 25, 2020 to allow Member
States to hear a briefing on the SG’s report on ‘Activities of the United Nations
system in implementing the GCTS from USG Vladimir Voronkov from the Office of
Counter Terrorism.

Both meetings (March 16 as well as March 25th) were cancelled given the health
concerns resulting from the COVID 19 pandemic. The evolving situation relating to
the COVID-19 pandemic resulted in prolonged and unprecedented constraints on
the normal operation of the United Nations and all delegations, with continued
limitations for holding large in-person meetings before the end of June 2020.

Further, the PGA was approached by OIC and EU, with both noting that, given the
challenges posed by COVID-19 pandemic, it would be best to postpone the entire
review process to the 75th Session of the General Assembly. The same position
was conveyed by the Co-facilitators based on their consultations with other
Regional Groups and Member States. The Co-facilitators also submitted a report
on their work and consultations with Member States on the GCTS review which
was circulated to Member States on May 4, 2020.

In view of the emerging consensus in favour of postponement of GCTS, the PGA
recommended to Member States that the 7th review of the GCTS be postponed
to the seventy- fifth session of the General Assembly. In PGA’s view this would
enable the Assembly to conduct a thorough and substantive review through an
inclusive and transparent negotiation process that will do justice to collective
efforts in combating the threat of international terrorism faced by people around
the world. The decision to postpone the GCTS review to the seventy- fifth session
of the General Assembly was adopted on May 20, 2020.
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Security Council -

During the 74th Session of the General Assembly, the PGA had an Honorary Role
with the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). He focused on agenda items

that are related directly to his priorities such as: Women, Climate Change, .

Sustaining Peace and Multilateralism. The PGA met routinely with the Presidents
of the Security Council since he assumed office to discuss the UNSC Presidency
plans and activities. The monthly meetings between the Presidents of the UNSC
and the PGA facilitated closer collaboration between the two main organs. The
Memoranda of PGA’s joint meetings with the President of the Security Council are
posted on the OPGA74 website.

Women, Peace and Security

Women'’s role in peace and security and the importance of women's participation
at all levels of decision making in preventing, managing and resolving conflicts
were at the centre of the President’s efforts. The PGA, based on his priorities and
through collaboration with key partners, raised awareness on this important
issue, stressing the need to develop both peace and security policies, plans and
programmes with a gender perspective.

The PGA sought to strengthen the dialogue with young people on their
participation in conflict prevention, peacebuilding and sustaining peace.
Throughout the session, the PGA remained engaged in this effort and
underscored the need for economic opportunities, decent work, political
participation and social services, in order to prevent conditions that lead to
violence, extremism or forced migration.

He stressed the need for increasing the participation of young people in the
negotiation and implementation of peace agreements, recognizing that
marginalizing them is detrimental to peacebuilding. The PGA used his presidency
and engagements with the Member States, UN agencies, youth groups and other
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stakeholders to explore and strengthen the potential for the participation of the
youth in political and peace processes in both national and multinational settings.

Nelson Mandela Prize 2020

In accordance with General Assembly resolution A/RES/69/269 entitled “Statute
of the United Nations Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize”” adopted on 2 April 2015,
the United Nations Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize is awarded once every five
yea-rs to two individuals: one female and one male, from different geographic
regions, in recognition of their dedicated service to humanity; the promotion of

. reconciliation and social cohesion; and community development, guided by the

purposes and principles of the United Nations.

The President of the General Assembly called for nominations on 18 December
2019, and the call closed on 28 February 2020. 236 nominations in English and
French for the Prize reached the UN Secretariat by the deadline of 28 February
2020. After reviewing all nominations, a total of 62 nominations were eligible (17
female and 45 male) for further consideration.

In addition, the Selection Committee received nominations of Eminent Persons
from Eastern European Group of H.E. Mr. Eduard Kukan of Slovakia, from the
African Group of Ms. Amina Bouayach of Morocco and from the Western
European and Others Group H.E. Mr. Jorge Sampaio (a previous laureate). The
Selection Committee decided that these three eminent persons shall be consulted
on the selection of the 2020 laureates.

The winners were announced on 17 July 2020. They were: Ms. Marianna
Vardinoyannis, of Greece and Mr. Morissana Kouyaté, of Guinea. The formal
recognition of the two United Nations Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela Prize laureates
was held on 20 July 2020 at a meeting presided by the PGA. The meeting also had
in attendance the Secretary-General, a representative of the city of New York, the
Minister of International Relations and Cooperation of South Africa, and Chairs of
regional groups.
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According to the ’Statute of the United Nations Nelson Mandela Rolihlahla
Mandela Prize”, the Secretary-General is mandated to handover the prize to the
two laureates in-person. It is recommended that the PGA 75, on July 18, 2021
create conditions to invite the two Laureates to be present in New York to receive
the prizes during the annual observance of Nelson Mandela International Day.

Comprehensive Review of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture

Resolutions A/70/262 (GA) and S/Res/2282 (SC) of 2016 called for a further
comprehensive review of UN peacebuilding at its seventy-fourth Session. The twin
resolutions did not specify timelines for the review. The timelines were, however,
set out in the Terms of Reference (ToRs), arrived at through consultations of the
Peace Building Commission (PBC) and Member States, which was circulated by
the PGA and the UNSC President on 7 October 2019. Their letter of 31 October
2019 launched the commencement of the review.

According to the ToRs, the informal phase of the review is from the 4th quarter of
2019 till the end of the 2nd quarter of 2020. The formal phase starts with the
release of the SG’s report in June 2020. The work of co-facilitators to be

appointéd by the Presidents of the General Assembly and the Security Council

commences after the informal phase during which they would consult Member
States on the SG’s report, report of the Eminent Persons, etc., with a view to
negotiating the resolution on the review.

However, due to disruptions occasioned by the COVID-19 pandemic, the PBC's
request to the PGA and Security Council President.for an extension of the
informal phase of the review till end of August 2020 was granted. The extension is
to enable the Peace Building Support Office (PBSO) complete its regional
consultations, suspended in the aftermath of COVID-19 bandemic. By their letter
of 15 July 2020, the President of the General Assembly and the President of the
Security Council appointed H.E Mr. Craig John Hawke, Permanent Representative
of New Zealand and H.E. Ms. Inga Rhonda King, Permanent Representative of
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Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to co-facilitate the intergovernmental
consultations during the formal phase of the review. General Assembly Decision

'A/74/564 extended the formal segment of the review till the end of the main part

of the seventy-fifth session.

International Day against Nuclear Tests

Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 72/51 adopted on 4 December 2017,
the President of the General Assembly convened a virtual informal meeting of the
Assembly on 26 August 2020 at which the UNSG was represented by the USG for
Disarmament Affairs. Representatives of civil society organizations, Member and
Observer States, and other stakeholders also participated. '

Annual Report of the Security Council to the General Assembly

Pursuant to Article 24(3) of the Charter of the United Nations, the President of
the General Assembly convened on 31 August 2020, a virtual informal meeting of
the Assembly during which Member States considered the 2019 Annual Report of
the Council (A/74/2) adopted on 14 July 2020.

Taking into account General Assembly resolution 51/241 of 22 August 1997, by
which the Assembly, inter alia, decided that “The President of the General
Assembly shall assess the debate on this item and consider the need for further
consideration of the report of the Security Council...”, and further to suggestions
and proposals from some Member States, including circulating a compilation of

‘the statements delivered at the debate, the President of the General Assembly

decided to circulate such a compilation after the meeting, and to forward a copy
thereof to the President of the Security Council. The Assembly, at its plenary
meetings on 3-4 September 2020, adopted an oral decision to take note of the
report (A/74/2), and also took note of decisions/resolutions earlier adopted under
silence procedure, pursuant to decision A/74/544. |
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Morning Dialogues

Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 72/313 of 17 September 2017 on the
“revitalization of the work of the General Assembly”, the President of the General
Assembly continued the practice of convening Morning Dialogues to engage in
informal dialogue with Permanent Representatives on issues of critical

importance to the General Assembly.

During the session, four Morning Dialogues were convened on the following
topics:

e “Inclusive Quality Education and Lifelong Learning”, 8 November 2019

e “Transformational Global Partnerships to Achieve the SDGs”, 3 December 2019
e “Towards a Revitalized Multilateralism”, 21 January 2020

e “Fighting for Nature: A sustainable pathway to 2030”, 18 February 2020

A decision was taken to cancel all other Morning Dialogues scheduled for the
session as a result of the coronavirus pandemic.

Lessons learnt and recommendations

As an added element to the discussion, PGA74 introduced the inclusion of
stakeholders to the Morning Dialogues to facilitate more diverse and wide-
ranging perspectives and ideas. Invitations were extended to representatives
from the private sector, philanthropic organizations, foundations, and academia,
to lend their voices and, by so doing, enrich the Morning Dialogues.

The Morning Dialogue has become a conducive platform.for the PGA to engender

collegiality and support from Permanent Representatives, and for harnessing
insights and contributions from other key stakeholders.
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4.0 Mandated Meetings, Reviews and Processes

Commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the UN

On 14 June 2019, the UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 73/299 to
commemorate in 2020 the 75th anniversary of the establishment of United
Nations under the theme “The future we want, the United Nations we need:
reaffirming our collective commitment to multilateralism.” The resolution
emphasized the need to engage young people in all commemorative activities and
decided to convene a youth plenary at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York, under the auspices of the President of the General Assembly at its seventy-

fourth session and the President of the Economic and Social Council, in

conjunction with the youth forum of the Council in 2020. The Youth Plenary will
be an inclusive, forward-looking, youth-driven global dialogue on the theme of
the 75th anniversary of the UN.

In furtherance of the mandate of A/73/299, the PGA constituted a UN75 task
force within his Office composed of 9 Cabinet members, drawn from different
policy clusters on the basis of geographic and gender balance.

During the period under review, the task force carried out the following processes
in preparation for the commemorative events:

e intergovernmental consultations and negotiations on the declaration (on 21
February with the participation of the PGA; on 22 May under the
leadership of the Permanent Representatives of Qatar and Sweden);

e Organized a virtual youth town hall on 13 May 2020 in cooperation with the
Office of the Special Envoy for Youth of the Secretary General, aimed at
gathering inputs for the declaration from youth organizations around the
world; _

e Facilitated the participation of the PGA in the UN75 People’s Forum on 14 May
2020 during  which the People’s Declaration was handed over to him;
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e Putin place arrangements for a virtual observance ceremony to commemorate
the signing of the Charter of the UN on 26 June 2020;

e Initiated preparations, in cooperation with the Office of the SG Special Envoy
for Youth, for the PGA to hold a virtual youth plenary, on 9 September 2020,
through which youth representatives and civil society groups from around the
world were engaged in an inclusive, forward looking global dialogue to further
amplify priorities for the commemoration;

e Ensured that in all endeavours undertaken towards the commemoration, the
activities of the OPGA continued to be carried out in full cooperation with the
Special Adviser of the Secretary-General for UN75 and his team, to make for a
coherent and inclusive approach as well as a global communications and
outreach strategy. o |

| Preparations for UN@75

Although the Celebration of the 75th anniversary of the United Nations will be
taking place throughout the year, the focal event will be the High-level meeting of
the General Assembly on 21 September with the virtual participation of Heads of
State and Government.

Following opening statements by the PGA, the SG, the UNSC President, the
President of ECOSOC and the President of the International Court of Justice, as
well as youth representatives {who will report on the activities of the Youth
Plenary coming up ahead of the high level plenary), the meeting will receive
statements from Member States throughout the day. Non-governmental
organizations, with consultative status with ECOSOC, have also been invited to
attend the meeting.

The theme of the 75th anniversary is “The future we want, the United Nations
we need: reaffirming our collective commitment to multilateralism”. The theme
is intertwined with Agenda 2030 and the Decade of Action, the SDGs being the
main deliverable of the United Nations for the years to come. As such, reflections
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are ongoing to envisage an SDGs Moment that would be linked to the UN75 High-
Level meeting.

At the High-Level meeting, Member States will adopt, by consensus, a concise,
substantive, forward-looking and unifying declaration that captures the collective
commitment of Member States to multilateralism and the UN and their shared
vision. The intergovernmental negotiations on the declaration were concluded in
June 2020, under the leadership of the co-facilitators, the Permanent
Representative of Qatar, H. E. Mrs. Alya Ahmed Saif Al-Thani, and the Permanent
Representative of Sweden, H. E. Ms. Anna Karin Enestrom.

The Seventy-Second Session of the International Law Commission (ILC)

On 2 April 2020, the Assembly adopted decision 74/545, in accordance with
decision 74/544, to postpone the first part of the seventy-second session of the
Commission and to extend by one week the second part of the session so that it
would be held from 29 June to 7 August 2020. On 12 August 2020, the Assembly
further adopted decision A/74/566 which stated that the 72" session of the ILC
shall meet at the United Nations Office at Geneva in 2021, and that the 73"
session of the ILC will meet at the United Nations Office at Geneva in 2022. It also
encouraged the ILC and the Secretariat to explore options to enable the ILC to
effectively conduct sessions remotely. Furthermore, it decided that the terms of
office of the current members of the ILC would be extended by one year such that
they will expire on 31 December 2022, in order to permit the current membership
to complete consideration of the topics on the programme of work for the 72"
and 73" sessions.

High-level meeting to commemorate the Thirtieth Anniversary of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child

The High-Level Commemorative event to mark the 30th Anniversary of the
adoption of the Convention on the rights of the Child (CRC@30) was organized by
the President of the 74th Session of the General Assembly on 25 September 2019
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during the high-level week pursuant to GA Resolution 73/301 adopted in June
2019. In addition to being a mandated event, the commemoration also reflects
PGA’s commitment to Inclusion as one of the priorities of his presidency.

The commemoration also highlighted children’s rights within the global
fundamental human rights framework, especially their rights to special
protections and safeguards from those that constituted the duty-bearers in their
lives and communities.

The commemorative event further presented an opportunity for reflection on
measures needed to ensure that no child was left behind, and that every child
was supported to reach his or her full potential in fulfilment of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development. The one-hour event provided an opportunity for
Members States to showcase how the lives of millions of children have been
improved through the progressive realization of rights and fulfilment of
obligations enshrined within the Convention and its Optional Protocols.

The Objectives of the event were:

° Celebration of the milestones and successes of the Convention (on the
Rights of the Child) in  transforming the lives of children since its
ratification thirty years ago;

° Acknowledgement of the challenges posed by the 21st century to the rights
of the child in the form of, inter alia, climate change, rapid urbanization,
exploitation of natural resources, protracted conflict and humanitarian
crises, forced displacement, digitalization and mass connectivity and
enduring multi-dimensional and inter-generational poverty with a profound
impact on children’s’ rights and well-being;

° Reaffirmation of commitment to full ratification and implementation of the
Convention by Member States.
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Importance of the Commemorative Event

The Commemorative Event was marked by two important activities. One was the
participation of children representatives from national governments who
addressed the session in official capacities. Second, was the participation of the
five countries that first ratified the CRC — Ghana, Poland, Vietham, Sweden and
Russia in that order - which addressed the session on behalf of all state parties to
the Convention.

The children in their various speéches raised the fundamental issues that the
United Nations should give a voice to children on global matters and that state
parties should ensure that national laws and policies align substantially with CRC
by not only centralizing children in national development plans but paying critical
attention to matters that concern their education and health care. Such
participation also helped to generate calls for another GA Resolution that seeks
children and youth participation in the GA plenary.

In a nutshell, partnership and commitment, including engagement and
collaboration with stakeholders on a broad spectrum of matters affecting children
are critical to sustaining momentum generated by the event as we embark on the
decade of action and delivery for the SDGs. It is important that future Presidents
will ensure that Member States recommit to the “unfinished business” of the
Convention, while taking on board those vital issues that are affecting children in
the light of today’s technological reality ahead of the 35th celebration in 2024.

Mid-term Review of the “Follow-up to the 2nd UN Conference on Landlocked.

Developing Countries.”

The Comprehensive High-level midterm review of the Vienna Programme of
Action for the decade 2014-2024 for landlocked developing countries took place
between 5 and 6 December 2019. The meeting, which was convened by the PGA
as mandated by resolutions 72/232 and 73/243, adopted a Political Declaration
negotiated and agreed to during the 73rd session, and formally documented as
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resolution 74/15. The meeting reviewed the outstanding challenges to the
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action (VPoA) and noted progress
made on some areas since its adoption.

The occasion made it possible to clearly establish linkages between the VPoA and
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The PGA emphasized that the
landlocked developing countries were at risk of being left behind, considering that
their economic growth had declined and that they were highly vulnerable to the
effects of climate change. In a call to action, the PGA urged stakeholders, in
particular, transit countries and development partners, to contribute to a
transformation to achieve land-linked countries, rather than landlocked ones.

The first day of the event consisted of an opening segment with statements by
the PGA and the Secretary-General, followed by a general debate with the
participation of Ministers and other Heads of Delegation. Observers of the
General Assembly also delivered statements. The second day of the meeting
included a high-level panel discussion on the interlinkages of the VPoA with the
2030 Agenda, followed by two panel discussions on the topics of “promoting
trade, trade facilitation and structural economic transformation in LLDC's” and on
“Regional integration and infrastructure connectivity”.

International Year of Indigenous Languages

Pursuant to General Assembly Resolution 73/156, the President of the General
Assembly convened a High-level Event on 17 December 2019 for the Closing of
the International Year of Indigenous Languages (IYIL), and its 900 activities which
took place around the world. The one-day event aimed to facilitate a global
dialogue among indigenous peoples, Member States, UN-system organizations
and other relevant stakeholders. The event reviewed the situation of indigenous
Ianguages worldwide and shared key conclusions and lessons learnt about the
preservation, promotion and revitalization of indigenous languages.
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The inclusion and empowerment of vulnerable groups, guided by the principle of
‘leaving no one behind’, had been an overarching priority throughout the
mandate of the President of the 74th Session of the United Nations General
Assembly. The IYIL celebration was an integral part of efforts by the President to
advance the recognition, inclusion and promotion of the rights of the 370 million
indigenous people worldwide. '

The high-level event took place in the General Assembly Hall and consisted of an
opening segment, a plenary segment, and a closing segment. The event benefited
from interventions from 26 Member States, as well as from numerous
representatives of indigenous people and civil society, including the seven

Representatives of Indigenous Peoples from all socio-cultural regions and the four

Co-chairs of the Steering Committee of the 2019 Year of Indigenous Languages.

Third Informal Interactive Hearing with Indigenous People

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 19th session of the Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues, scheduled to take place on 13-24 April 2020, as mandated by
General Assembly Resolution 71/321, was postponed until a later date, to be
determined. The Co-chairs of the Quito Dialog Meeting, on behalf of the
Temporary Committee for the Indigenous Coordinating Body for Enhanced
Participation in the United Nations, recommended to the President of the General
Assembly that the third and final informal interactive hearing, expected to hold
on the margins of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous lIssues, should be
postponed until in-person meetings can take place, in order to allow the broadest
and ‘inclusive participation of Indigenous Peoples and Member States. The PGA’s
summary of the hearing will be incorporated into the UN Secretary-General's
Report on Indigenous Peoples. The third informal interactive hearing is therefore
scheduled to take place during the 75th session of the General Assembly.
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Scope, Modalities and Organizational Arrangements for the Summit on
Biodiversity

Pursuant to resolutions 73/234 and 74/221, the General Assembly decided to
convene a Summit on Biodiversity at the level of Heads of State and Government,
to highlight the urgency of need for action at the highest levels in support of a
post-2020 global biodiversity framework that contributes to the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development and places the global community on a path towards

realizing the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity, “Living in harmony with nature”. The
President of the General Assembly appointed the Permanent Representative of
Costa Rica, H.E. Mr. Rodrigo Alberto Carazo Zeleddn, and the Permanent
Representative of Italy, H.E. Ms. Mariangela Zappia, as co-facilitators of this
process.

A process of extensive consultations ensued from January—March 2020 to fulfil
the mandate of GA resolution 74/221 for the modalities of the Summit to be
defined by the end of March 2020. Resolution 74/269 was adopted on 31 March
as one of the first resolutions under the decision 74/544 entitled “Procedure for
taking decisions of the General Assembly in light of the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic.

| Follow-Up to and Implementation of the SIDS Accelerated Modalities of Action

Pathway and the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the

Programme of Action of the Sustainable Development of SIDS

In line with A/RES/70/202 and as a follow-up to the SAMOA Pathway, and the
Mauritius Strategy for the implementation of the programme of action for the
sustainable development of SIDS, the PGA, based on the request of the GA,
appointed H. E. Walton Alfonso Webson, Permanent Representative of Antigua
and Barbuda and H. E. Vanessa Frazier, Permanent Representative of Malta as co-
hairs of the Steering Committee on the partnership. The Steéring Committee held
the Global Multi-Stakeholder Dialogue on SIDS Partnership on 10 July 2020. They
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also conducted webinar series between July and September 2020 on COVID-19
and other developmental issues pertaining to SIDS.

Follow-up to the United Nations Conference on Least Developed Countries

The General Assembly, in resolution 74/323, requested the Presidents of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council to organize a half-day
thematic event to provide substantive input to the upcoming Fifth Conference on
Least Developed Countries to be held in Doha in 2021.

The meeting was originally scheduled for 13 April 2020, but was postponed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. Resolution 74/232B was adopted to reschedule the Fifth
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries and to hold it in
Doha from 23 to 27 January 2022 at the highest possible IeveI mcludmg Heads of
State and Government.

The resolution also mandated the rescheduling of the meeting of the
intergovernmental preparatory committee and to hold it in New York in two
parts, from 24 to 28 May 2021 and from 26 to 30 July 2021. Either part was to last
no longer than five working days. Furthermore, the resolution requested the
President of the General Assembly and the President of the Economic and Social
Council to reschedule the half-day dedicated thematic event and to hold it during
the seventy-fifth session of the Assembly in order to provide substantive input to
the Conference.

Question of Equitable Representation on, and Increase in the Membership of the
Security Council and Matters Related to the Security Council.

It has long been agreed that the Security Council does not represent the
geopolitical reality of the modern world. Some regions are overrepresented, while
some are underrepresented, with some having no permanent seat on the Council.
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In 1993, the GA began debating the issue of Security Council reform and
established the Open-ended Working Group on the Question of Equitable
Representation on and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council and
Other Matters related to the Security Council. Since then, several models have
been put forward as viable options and several countries have put themselves
forward as candidates for permanent membership.

After more than a decade of the Working Group’s deliberations, Member States
decided, in September 2007, to move discussions to an Intergovernmental
Negotiations (IGN) process. According to decision 62/557 of 2008, which laid out
the parameters of the IGN, the five key issues under consideration in these
negotiations are: categories of membership to the Security Council, i.e.
permanent, non-permanent, or a third option); the question of the veto; regional
representation; size of an enlarged Council; working methods; and the
relationship between the Council and the General Assembly.

The PGA appointed H. E. Ms. Joanna Wronecka, Permanent Representative of
Poland and H. E. Ms. Lana Zaki Nusseibeh, Permanent Representative of the U AE
as co-Chairs of the Inter-Governmental Negotiations (IGN) on the question of the
equitable representation on, and increase in the membership of the Security
Council and other matters related to the Security Council. ‘

In a letter dated 8 May 2020, the co-Chairs informed the membership of the
decision to postpone all scheduled meetings of the IGN process until further
notice, after consultations with interest Groups and Member states. Assembly
decision A/74/569 to roll over discussions on the item was adopted on 31 August
by silence procedure and later taken note of in plenary on 3" September 2020.

Review of the Economic and Social Council and the High-Level Political Forum on

Sustainable Development

Pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 67/290 of 9 July 2013 entitled “Format

and organizational aspects of the high-level political forum on sustainable
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development”, 70/299 of 29 July 2016 entitled “Follow-up and review of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development at the global level”, as well as 72/305 of 23
July 2018 entitled “Review of the implementation of General Assembly resolution
68/1 on the strengthening of the Economic and Social Council”, the PGA
appointed H.E. Mr. Jean- Claude do Rego, Permanent Representative of Benin and
H.E. Mr. Kaha Imnadze, Permanent Representative of Georgia to co-facilitate the
intergovernmental negotiations related to these important processes.

Due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and the risks associated with
holding in-person meetings in UNHQ, the General Assembly, by its Resolution
74/298 decided to conduct the reviews of the ECOSOC and the HLPF during its
seventy-fifth session after the most acute aspects of the pandemic are addressed
and the United Nations resumes its normal activities.

The General Assembly decided also that the theme for 2021 session of ECOSOC
and the HLPF will be “Sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic that promotes the economic, social and environmental dimensions of
sustainable development: building an inclusive and effective path for the
achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of the decade of action and
delivery for sustainable development”. Additionally, it was decided that the set of
SDGs to be reviewed during 2021 HLPF be Goals 1,' 2,3,8,10,12,13,16and 17 in
depth.

In accordance to the aforementioned resolutions, by which the General Assembly
decided to adopt one main theme for the high-level political forum on sustainable
development and the Economic and Social Council, the PGA appointed H.E. Mr.
Craig John Hawke, Permanent Representative of New Zealand to facilitate the
process related to the identification of the theme for the ECOSOC and HLPF for
2020. It is worth noting that the facilitator successfully conducted his task. The
General Assembly thereafter decided that the main theme for the high-level
political forum on sustainable development for the year 2020 holding under the
auspices of ECOSOC will be: “Accelerated action and transformative pathways:
realizing the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development.”
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Review of the Human Rights Treaty Bodies

General Assembly resolution 68/268 entitled “Strengthening and enhancing the
effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system” was adopted on 9
April 2014. In paragraph 41, the Assembly: “Decides to consider the state of the
human rights treaty body system no later than six years from the date of adoption
of the present resolution, to review the effectiveness of the measures taken in
order to ensure their sustainability, and, if appropriate, to decide on further
action to strengthen and enhance the effective functioning of the human rights
treaty body system.”

In view of the above, the PGA appointed H. E Mr. Omar Hilale, Permanent
Representative of Morocco to the United Nations and H.E. Ms. Pascale Baeriswyl,
Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations, as co-facilitators
for this process, to undertake an open, transparent and inclusive informal
consultations, at the moment to be organized virtually, and when the
circumstances allow, in person, with Member States in both New York and

Geneva, with contributions, as appropriate, from the Office of the High
‘Commissioner for Human Rights, treaty bodies, and other relevant stakeholders.
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