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Oral statement by the Secretariat in connection with draft 
decision A/74/L.84 entitled “Ad Hoc Committee to Elaborate a 
Comprehensive International Convention on Countering the Use of 
Information and Communications Technologies for Criminal 
Purposes” 
  

 

1. The present statement is made in accordance with rule 153 of 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly. 

 
I. Requests contained in the draft decision 
 
 

2. Under the terms of draft decision A/74/L.84, the General 
Assembly would decide to postpone the organizational session 
of the Ad Hoc Committee mandated by operative paragraph 3 of 
resolution 74/247 to a date as early as conditions permit 
but not later than March 1, 2021. 
 

II. Relationship of the requests to the programme 
budget for 2020 and the proposed programme budget 
for 2021 

 

 
3. The activities referred to in the draft decision relate to 

programme 1, General Assembly and Economic and Social 
Council affairs and conference management, and programme 13, 
International drug control, crime and terrorism prevention 
and criminal justice, and to section 2, General Assembly and 
Economic and Social Council affairs and conference 
management and section 16, International drug control, crime 
and terrorism prevention and criminal justice of the 
approved programme budget for 2020 and the proposed 
programme budget for 2021 as presented in A/75/6/ (Sect.2) 
and A/75/6/(Sect.16). 
 

4. Pursuant to operative paragraph 3 of General Assembly 
resolution 74/247, the Ad Hoc Committee was originally 
scheduled to hold a three-day organizational session in 
August 2020 and provisions for the related requirements are 
included under section 2 General Assembly and Economic and 
Social Council affairs and conference management and section 
16, International drug control, crime and terrorism 
prevention and criminal justice in the programme budget for 
the year 2020. 
 

5. While the preparatory activities for the organizational 
session of the Ad Hoc Committee have already commenced in 
2020 and it is anticipated that expenditures will be 
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incurred in 2020 for the preparatory activities, including 
under section 2 General Assembly and Economic and Social 
Council affairs and conference management and under section 
16, International drug control, crime and terrorism 
prevention and criminal justice, no provision has been made 
for the organizational session in the proposed programme 
budget for 2021. 
 

6. Accordingly, adoption of draft decision A/74/L.84 would 
give rise to budgetary implications under the proposed 
programme budget for 2021 to cover the activities of the 
organizational session in 2021, pursuant to the proposed 
change in date to no later to 1 March 2021 per the draft 
decision. 

 
7. However, the exact date of the organizational session of the 

Ad Hoc Committee is not yet determined, and its format may 
have to be revised as the COVID-19 situation unfolds, which 
presents, at this point, significant uncertainty as regards 
estimating the 2021 requirements for travel, virtual meeting 
interpretation, translation and other conference servicing 
costs. As a result, the Secretariat is not currently in a 
position to determine the requirements needed for 2021 and 
the budget implications for the 2021 proposed programme 
budget.  
 

 III. Conclusion  
 

8. Should the General Assembly adopt draft decision A/74/L.84, 
the Secretariat would present a revised estimates report to 
the main part of the 75th session of the General Assembly 
detailing the additional requirements needed under the 
proposed programme budget for 2021.  
 

 


