
              

     THE PRESIDENT 

            OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 

  28 August 2020 

 

 

Subject:  Upcoming plenary meetings of the General Assembly  

Excellency, 

 

 I have the pleasure to inform you that pursuant to decision 74/544 entitled, 

“Procedure for taking decisions of the General Assembly during the coronavirus disease 

2019 (COVID-19) pandemic” the General Assembly should take note of all the decisions 

and resolutions adopted under its mechanism at the first plenary meeting to be held as soon 

as circumstances allow. To take this requisite action and perform other pertinent tasks, I 

would like to inform you that I am scheduling plenary meetings of the Assembly on 3 and 4 

September 2020.  These will be morning meetings only, which allows for increased air 

exchange overnight and improved cleaning. 

 

The Secretary-General’s letter dated 7 July 2020, regarding the reopening of the UN 

Headquarters states that in the event that a meeting is to be held, “Occupational safety 

experts will be asked to complete a risk assessment of such requests and prepare mitigation 

measures to minimize the risks to staff and delegates.”  After walking-through the General 

Assembly Hall with my team and the Secretariat, the Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) 

team concluded that the proposed meetings are at low risk if the following precautionary 

measures aimed at mitigating the spread of COVID-19 are put in place: 

 

• Access to the United Nations complex during these plenary meetings will be 

restricted; 

• To ensure the effectiveness of physical distancing in the General Assembly Hall, 

only one delegate per Member State and a delegate each from the Holy See, the 

State of Palestine and the European Union will be allowed in the Hall; 

• Upon arrival at the United Nations Headquarters, one ticket will be issued by the 

Safety and Security Service per Member State and for the Holy See, the State of 

Palestine and the European Union; 

• Access to the General Assembly Hall will require a regular delegate’s pass and 

the ticket; 

• The seating plan will be slightly amended to ensure physical distancing and the 

affected Member States will be contacted directly; 
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• The proceedings of the meetings will be webcast live and on-demand on UN 

Web TV, allowing representatives of intergovernmental organizations and other 

entities having received a standing invitation to participate as observers to do so 

through webcast; 

• All statements will be made by delegations from their national seats; 

• Furthermore, I will actively manage the exit by calling each row for departure in 

a staggered manner; and 

• Additional measures are in the enclosed Annex A. 

 

Since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have all had to work under 

extraordinary conditions to overcome the myriad of challenges facing us. I urge all delegates 

to follow the guidelines, including not to congregate, to maintain the recommended physical 

distancing, and to have a face covering on the days of the meetings. 

 

 The items for considerations by the Assembly at these plenary meetings are reflected 

in the enclosed Annex B and will also be announced in the Journal of the United Nations. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 

 

 

Tijjani Muhammad-Bande 

  

  

 

 







Annex B 
 

The General Assembly will: 

 

1. Take note of decision 74/544 entitled “Procedure for taking decisions of the General 

Assembly during the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic”, under agenda 

item 7 entitled “Organization of work, adoption of the agenda and allocation of items” 

 

2. Take note of the resolutions and decisions adopted through silence procedure from March 

till end of August, under the various agenda items 

 

[Delegations wishing to explain their vote either before or after the Assembly 

takes note of the resolutions and decision may do so in one intervention on any of 

the resolutions or decisions, except co-sponsors who are not allowed to make an 

explanation under rule 88 of the rules of procedure.] 

 

3. Take note of the results of elections held in accordance with decision 74/557 entitled 

“Procedure for holding elections by secret ballot without a plenary meeting during the 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic”, under agenda items 4 entitled “Election of 

the President of the General Assembly”, 113 (a) entitled “Election of non-permanent 

members of the Security Council” and 113 (b) entitled “Election of members of the 

Economic and Social Council” 

 

4. Take note of the note by the Secretary-General (A/74/300) under agenda item 112 

entitled “Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, paragraph 2, of the 

Charter of the United Nations” 

 

5. Take note of the report of the Security Council (A/74/2) under agenda item 27 entitled 

“Report of the Security Council” 

 

6. Take action on draft resolution A/74/L.89 under agenda item 32 entitled “Protracted 

conflicts in the GUAM area and their implications for international peace, security and 

development” 

 

7. Take action on draft resolution A/74/L.68/Rev.1 under agenda item 64 (a) entitled “New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development: progress in implementation and international 

support” 

 

8. Take action on draft resolution A/74/L.69/Rev.1 under agenda item 64 (b) entitled 

“Causes of conflict and the promotion of durable peace and sustainable development in 

Africa” 

 

9. Take action on draft resolution A/74/L.85 under agenda item 125 entitled “Interaction 

between the United Nations, national parliaments and the Inter-Parliamentary Union” 

 



[There might be additional draft resolutions/decisions proposed for action at the meeting. 

In this regard, please consult the Journal of the United Nations for the most updated 

programme for the meeting.] 

 

10. Decide on the inclusion of the following items in the draft agenda of the seventy-fifth 

session of the General Assembly, one by one: 

 

• Item 31 (b) entitled “Strengthening the role of mediation in the peaceful 

settlement of disputes, conflict prevention and resolution” 

• Item 33 entitled “Zone of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic” 

• Item 37 entitled “The situation in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan” 

• Item 38 entitled “Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte” 

• Item 63 entitled “The situation in the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine” 

(A/74/972) 

• Item 86 entitled “Request for an advisory opinion of the International Court of 

Justice on the legal consequences of the separation of the Chagos Archipelago 

from Mauritius in 1965” (A/74/991) 

• Item 120 entitled “Implementation of the resolutions of the United Nations” 

• Item 130 entitled “The responsibility to protect and the prevention of genocide, 

war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity” (A/74/989) 

• Item 154 entitled “Financing of the United Nations Mission in East Timor” 

 

 


