
            

     THE PRESIDENT 

            OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

 

9 June 2020 

 

 

Excellency,  

 

I have the pleasure to transmit herewith, the key messages and summary of the 

Interactive Dialogue on the theme, “Aligning Inclusive Quality Education Policies with 

Sustainable Development Goals”, which was held on 24 January 2020, in 

commemoration of the International Day of Education. 

 

I thank you for your contribution towards making the dialogue a success. I am 

confident that the momentum generated by the event will galvanize greater international 

cooperation to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 

learning opportunities for all. 

 

I avail of this opportunity to express my solidarity with Member States who are 

fighting COVID-19 and extend my sincere condolences for their loss. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

 
Tijjani Muhammad-Bande  

 

 

 

 

 

All Permanent Representatives and 

    Permanent Observers to the United Nations 

New York 
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International Day of Education, 24 January 2020 

 

President of the General Assembly’s Interactive Dialogue  
on  

“Aligning Inclusive Quality Education Policies with Sustainable 
Development Goals”  

 
Venue: Trusteeship Council Chamber, UN Headquarters, New 
York 

 
Key Messages and Summary 

 

To commemorate the International Day of Education on 24 January 2020, 

the President of the General Assembly, H.E. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, 

convened an Interactive Dialogue on the theme “Aligning Inclusive Quality 

Education Policies with Sustainable Development Goals”. The dialogue 

brought together policy-makers; representatives of teachers’, students’ and 

youth associations; and as well as participants from the private sector and 

civil society organizations. It started with an opening segment; followed by 

two interactive sessions at which trends, challenges, and choices in inclusive 

quality education were discussed. The closing segment afforded an 

opportunity to summarize the event’s key findings and recommendations.  

 

A lunch was also hosted by the PGA, giving an opportunity to the participants 

to exchange ideas in an informal setting. 

 

The opening session was presided over by the President of the General 

Assembly who delivered the inaugural statement. This was followed by 

statements from H.E. Ms. Amina J. Mohammad, UN Deputy Secretary-

General, and H.E. Ishikane Kimihiro, Permanent Representative of Japan to 

the United Nations who spoke on behalf of the Group of Friends on Education 
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and Life-Long Learning.  

 

The first panel on “The Learning Crisis, Effectiveness of Contemporary 

Responses, and Pathways to Innovative Solutions” featured presentations by 

the Deputy Director-General of UNESCO, Mr. Xing Qu; H.E. Geraldine Byrne 

Nason, Permanent Representative of Ireland; Shaikha Intisar Al Sabah, 

Founder, Al Nowair, Kuwait; Dr. David Edwards, General Secretary, 

Education International; Prof. Abubakar Adamu Rasheed, Executive 

Secretary, National Universities Commission, Nigeria; Mr. Manos Antoninis, 

Director, Global Education Monitoring Report, UNESCO. The panel was 

moderated by Ms. Jo Bourne, Chief Technical Officer, Global Partnership for 

Education. 

 

The second panel focused on “Matching the Imperative of Inclusiveness with 

the Quest for Quality Education: Policy Choices and Action Priorities”. The 

panelists who led discussions at this session were Prof. Peter Ayang’Nyong’o, 

Governor of Kisumu County, Kenya; H.E. Aksel Jakobsen, State Secretary of 

International Development, Norway; Ms. Irina Bokova, former Director-

General, UNESCO; Ms. Linda Jones, Senior Education Adviser, UNICEF; Ms. 

Lucia Burtnik, a Youth Representative from Argentina. The panel was 

moderated by Ms. Yasmine Sherif, Director, Education Cannot Wait. 

 

Interactive dialogues followed the presentations made by the panelists at the 

two substantive sessions, allowing a total of 49 (forty-nine) Member States to 

share their views and experiences, while at the same time flagging issues and 

questions arising from the panelists’ observations. 

 

The closing remarks were delivered by the President of the 74th Session of the 

General Assembly. The event was webcast and it is available here. The main 

messages and summary of the interventions at the event are as follows: 

Key Messages 

 

The world is not on track in the achievement of SDG 4’s 2030 

target, that is the target for Inclusive Quality Education. With 

millions of children out of school, and with the reading and writing ability of 

http://webtv.un.org/search/targeting-hunger-south-south-and-triangular-cooperation-for-transforming-agriculture-general-assembly-interactive-dialogue/6132060586001/?term=targeting%20hunger&lan=english&sort=date
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millions who attend primary schools severely limited, we are facing an acute 

learning crisis. A funding gap of around $39 billion annually has further 

aggravated the crisis. The situation demands a greater commitment. In 

financial terms, Member States need to set aside 4% of their GDP’s for 

education.  

 

Quality education accelerates progress toward other SDG’s. The 

claim is substantiated by data, showing a positive correlation between each 

additional year spent in schooling and annual GDP growth. A similar 

correlation exists between education and health, and indeed, between 

education and poverty eradication. Studies have found that children with 

mothers having secondary education are twice as likely to live beyond the age 

of 5 than those whose mothers did not attend secondary school.  

 

Education contributes toward global peace and stability through 

global citizenship. Education generates empathy, tolerance and respect for 

diversity. It also gives hope and opportunity and fosters the ability to respond 

to ever evolving challenges.  

 

Partnerships and synergies can help mitigate the learning crisis. 

Without collective action, we will always struggle to ensure education 

opportunities for the disenfranchised and marginalized sectors of our modern 

societies. 

 

Teachers play a cardinal role in quality education. Shortage of trained 

and well-motivated teachers has aggravated the learning crisis. Without 

improving the socio-economic status of teachers, the goal of quality education 

would remain elusive. In addition, teachers should be involved in the 

formulation of education policies.  

 

Education systems should cater for the needs of modern 

digitalized world. The digital divide between rich and poor countries, and 

between rich and poor communities, reinforces economic inequality. Steps 

should be taken to bridge this divide with greater emphasis on information 

technology at schools in low income communities and countries .  
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Education policies must be linked with labour policies. Education 
systems must equip individuals with necessary skillsets for income 
generation. 

Girls and Women education underpins gender equality. Each year of 
secondary education reduces the likelihood of early marriages and lowers the 
probability of drop out. As part of commitment to gender equality, greater 
opportunities should be given to women in science and technology and 
engineering to bring their numbers at par with those of men in the same 
fields.  

Education acts as a barrier against hate speech and violent 
extremism. It promotes dialogue and mutual respect.  

Psychological well-being in both students and teachers improves 
learning at school.  Psychologists should therefore be involved in the 
development of teacher training modules and academic curricula. Besides 
emotional health, a safe learning environment would improve children’s 
critical thinking skills.  

Opportunities for Life-long learning through formal and informal 
means should be extended. Such opportunities not only enhance personal 
development, but also facilitate social inclusion, besides promoting active 
citizenship.   

 

Highlights of the Opening Segment 

The President of the General Assembly (PGA) in his opening remarks urged 

the participants to identify gaps and offer possible policy options in the face of 

the current learning crisis. He observed that since the world was lagging on 

several fronts in the implementation of 2030 agenda, focus on education can 

be a game changer as we enter of the decade of action and delivery of Agenda 

2030 for sustainable development. While commending the increased school 

enrollments and progress in engineering and medical science around the 

world in recent years, he deplored the fact that still 258 million children and 

youth do not attend school and 617 million children and adolescents cannot 

read and do basic math. As a remedy, the PGA urged the Member States to 

ensure free and quality primary and secondary education. He also called for 

making vocational and technical education affordable and inclusive.  
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H.E.Ms. Amina J. Mohammed, UN Deputy Secretary-General suggested that 

a multidisciplinary approach can help in overcoming the learning crisis. She 

underscored the importance of incorporating ecological issues such as climate 

change and environment protection in national education policies. Urging a 

change in perception toward education, she called on the audience to perceive 

education as a dynamic policy instrument that can create cohesive, tolerant 

and mutually respectful societies. As an example, she cited the UN Secretary 

General’s initiative to involve education ministers in the implementation of 

his strategy to counter hate speech. She also recognized education’s key role 

in promoting literacy among masses and leveraging it to counter hate speech 

and violent extremism. Advocating the goals for gender equality, she called 

for greater female representation in the fields of science and technology, 

engineering and mathematics. She referred to the changing labor market 

needs in a globalized and digitalized world, suggesting a commensurate 

transformation in the way education policies are shaped.  

H.E. Ishikane Kimihiro, Permanent Representative of Japan to the United 

Nations who spoke on behalf of the Group of Friends on Education and Life-

Long Learning maintained that empirical evidence substantiates education’s 

transformative power. He based his assertion on statistics showing that every 

additional year spent in school increases the annual GDP by 0.37%. Likewise, 

171 million people can be lifted out of poverty if all the children in low income 

countries come out of schools with satisfactory reading skills. He expressed 

concern at the wide gap in education levels between the rich and poor 

countries. While 20 percent of all the young people between 25-29 years of 

age in the developed countries obtain 4 years of higher education, only 1 

percent of them do so in the developing countries. He underlined education’s 

positive impact on gender equality and on preventing early child marriages. 

He contended that by breeding hope and optimism, education fosters peace 

and stability, in addition to promoting empathy and respect for diversity. In 

conclusion, he urged the Member States to allocate 5 percent of their GDP’s to 

quality, equitable and inclusive education.  
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Panel I: 

The Learning Crisis, Effectiveness of Contemporary Responses, 
and Pathways to Innovative Solutions 

 

Ambassador Xi Qu, Deputy Director-General of UNESCO contended that 

while education remains a fundamental human right in theory, a lot needs to 

be done to implement it in reality. He drew attention to the ‘learning crisis’ 

facing the world. The crisis is two-fold: quantitative as well as qualitative. He 

cited the example of millions of out-of-school children, on one hand, and 

limited reading and writing skills of many a school going children, on the 

other. Add to this, the shortage of trained and well-motivated teachers, and 

the challenge at hand becomes all the more pressing, he asserted. The Deputy 

Director-General mentioned that a funding gap of $39 billion exists in the 

education sector, which needs to be bridged to achieve the SDG 4 in time. He 

placed special emphasis on investment in digital and girls’ education to 

ensure quality and inclusive education respectively. He disclosed that 

UNESCO’s ‘Futures of education initiative’ launched in 2019 emphasizes the 

importance of designing such education policies that can respond to new and 

evolving challenges. He also underlined the importance of promoting life-long 

learning through formal and informal media.  

 

H.E. Geraldine Byrne Nason, Permanent Representative of Ireland to the 

United Nations noted that Ireland remains committed to inclusive, quality 

education on the national and international fronts. Emphasizing the 

importance of education in sustainable development, she underlined the role 

played by free secondary education in Ireland’s economic progress. She shed 

light on the success of DEIS schools in Ireland. Established on the principle of 

‘education for all’, these schools are accessible to socially and economically 

disadvantaged sections of the society. Similarly, these schools provide 

learning opportunities to parents and children in the same school 

environment, thus catering to the literacy needs of adults and entire families 

of Irish society. She maintained  that such innovative policies have paid high 

dividends. When compared with other EU countries, Ireland has achieved 

better enrollment and lower drop-out rates at schools, she remarked. She 
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noted the importance of girls’ education as a means of achieving gender 

equality.  

 

Sheikha Intisar Al Sabah, Founder, Al Nowair stressed the efficacy of positive 

psychology techniques to support learning and creativity at schools. She noted 

that her organization had used such techniques to improve curricular at 

schools in Kuwait, which helped bring behavioral changes and elicit greater 

interest of students and teachers in academic activities. She observed that 

once the schools focused on the mental well-being of students, the latter 

adapted to critical learning skills with comparative ease. Similarly, as the 

teachers underwent positive psychology training, their output improved, 

which eventually had a positive impact on students’ performance as well.  

 

Dr. David Edwards, General Secretary, Education International focused on 

the cardinal role of teachers in improving education standards. He lamented 

that although everybody acknowledges the positive correlation between 

teachers and quality education, the socio-economic status of teachers remains 

below the desired threshold in several parts of the world. Describing teaching 

as a prophetic profession, he underlined that a teacher inculcates not only 

knowledge but also wisdom in his or her pupils. Therefore, they deserve 

commensurate social and economic protection. Dr. Edwards also stressed the 

need to give greater role to teachers in the formulation of education policies, 

given their critical role in the implementation of these policies. He called for 

close coordination between education and labour policies, so that education 

institutes equip the students with the skillsets required by the job market.  

 

Prof. Abubakar Adamu Rasheed, Executive Secretary, National Universities 

Commission, Nigeria presented the status of accessibility, inclusion and 

quality of education in Nigerian universities. He mentioned that the Nigerian 

government had constituted a committee of experts to look into the 

challenges facing the education sector. Based on extensive research, the 

committee produced the country’s first ever education specific data which 

helped the government rank the challenges. The ranking showed limited 

accessibility as the leading problem hampering Nigeria’s education sector. 

According to the statistics, university students make up only 1% of the total 

population. Given Nigeria’s high population growth rate, accessibility to 
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university education would remain a challenge unless an increase in number 

of universities took place. ‘Inclusion’ features as another key concern, 

primarily due to low female enrollment in public sector universities as well as 

in the core fields of science and technology such as engineering. At only 17%, 

women’s representation in the teaching staff of universities also remains quite 

low.  

 
 
Mr. Manos Antoninis, Director, Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report, 

UNESCO informed the participants that the annual GEM report for 2020 will 

be released on 8th April in Jakarta. The report will provide qualitative data on 

various national approaches toward education. While talking about inclusion, 

Mr. Antoninis said that it can only be achieved by changing people’s mindset 

through education. A mindset that believes in the richness of diversity is a 

pre-requisite for inclusion across societies. He also highlighted UN system’s 

contribution to inclusion. This is borne out by the UN’s active support to 

refugees and to efforts at giving them access to education in their host 

countries; UN’s facilitation of sensitive debate in several countries on having 

bilingual and multilingual education systems; and its continuous efforts to 

mainstream people with disabilities in the discussions on education.  

 

Member States’ Comments on Panel I:  
 
Twenty Member States made statements after the panelists had finished 
their presentations: Nigeria, Singapore, Romania, Peru, Hungary, India, 
France, Cabo Verde, Canada, Denmark, Bulgaria, Andorra, Palau, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Senegal, Bhutan, the Russian Federation and the USA. 
Copies of the statements delivered at the event, as submitted to the Office of 
the President of the General Assembly, are enclosed.   
 

Panel II: 

Matching the Imperative of Inclusiveness with the Quest for 

Quality Education: Policy Choices and Action Priorities 

 

Mr. Jaime Saavedra, Global Director for Education at the World Bank came 

up with the concept of “learning poverty and inequality” in the world. 

Explaining the concept, he shared the data showing that 53 per cent of 
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children in low- and middle-income countries are unable to read and 

understand a simple story by the end of primary school. In some poor 

countries, the figure is as high as 80 per cent. He viewed it as unsustainable 

situation which has had an adverse impact on other SDG’s given their 

interlocking nature. As a remedy, he called for taking concrete steps during 

the ‘Decade of Action’ for SDG’s.  

 

H.E. Aksel Jakobsen, State Secretary of International Development, 

Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs referred to the gender gap in 

educational systems and the steps taken by Norway to address them at the 

national and global levels. He reaffirmed his country’s commitment to the 

Charlevoix Declaration on Quality Education for Girls, Adolescent Girls and 

Women in Developing Countries, a key outcome document of Canada's G7 

presidency in 2018. While referring to the vulnerable segments of world 

population, he called for access to education for children with disabilities as 

well as children in conflict or emergency environments.  

 

Professor Peter Anyang' Nyong'o, Governor for Kisumu County, Kenya, 

underlined the importance of inclusiveness in the early stages of education by 

involving the local community (parents, teachers, civil society) in the process. 

The Governor termed education a great equalizer since it equipped 

individuals to climb the ladder of social mobility. He underlined the need to 

use education as a strategic tool to eradicate poverty and inequalities, echoing 

the voices that highlight education’s key role in achieving all the 17 SDG’s.  

 

Ms. Irina Bokova, former Director General of UNESCO, called for a renewed 

political commitment toward education. As part of this effort, she urged the 

stakeholders to forge partnerships and develop innovative financing 

solutions. She outlined the education opportunities in the humanitarian 

context, giving introduction to the Education Cannot Wait Global Fund, 

which aims to transform the delivery of education in emergency situations by 

partnering with governments, humanitarian actors and development 

agencies. She contended that such collective actions help build a rapid 

response to the educational needs of children and youth affected by crises.  

 

Ms. Linda Jones, Senior Education Adviser, UNICEF stressed the need to 
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focus on elementary education and suggested the introduction of innovative 

learning solutions at the early stages of education. Such solutions should 

instill transferable skills in order to better prepare the child for the future. She 

underlined that the motto “leave no one behind”, makes it imperative to 

promote inclusivity and accessibility in modern educational systems. She also 

recommended exploring new opportunities for coordination, programme 

implementation and policy dialogue in order to implement the 2030 Agenda 

and SDG4 successfully. 

 

Ms. Lucia Burtnik, Youth Representative from Argentina, urged for 

conducting an intergenerational dialogue to advance the education agenda. 

She also underscored the need for effective messaging targeting young people 

so that they could be involved in the effort to address the contemporary 

learning crisis. In order to fill the gaps in the response to the crisis, she called 

for a more comprehensive and coordinated undertaking at the national and 

global levels to deal with the situation effectively.  

 

Member States’ and Civil Society Comments on Panel II Presentations 

Following each panel discussion, Member States intervened from the floor, 

with several of them sharing their national experiences. Twenty-five Member 

States and three civil society representatives and one other observer 

participated in the interactive segment. Among these were Finland, Spain, the 

Czech Republic, Bangladesh, Thailand, Bahrain, Afghanistan, China, Iraq, 

Cuba, Djibouti, Japan, Make Mothers Matter (civil society), Kazakhstan, 

Algeria, Qatar, Lebanon, the United Kingdom, Center for SDG Global 

Education (civil society), Sierra Leone, Mexico, Eritrea, Turkey, Spain, the 

Obafemi Anoloru University of Nigeria (civil society), Georgia, Uruguay, 

Pakistan and Observer of the Sovereign Order of Malta.   

Among the main issues raised in the interventions from the floor were the 

importance of forming partnerships to achieve SDG 4; vocational training and 

applied learning with a focus on employability of those with academic 

degrees; educational needs of children affected by armed conflict as well as 

forced displacement; education’s role in achieving gender equality, social 

cohesion and economic inclusions; teacher training programmes; the 
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relevance of digital education; and appropriate resource allocation to 

education at the national and international level. 

 

 
  

 


