
1 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMEMORATION OF THE SIGNING OF THE  

CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS  
Friday, 26 June 2020, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (New York time) 

Virtual meeting, UN Headquarters, New York 

 

PROGRAMME 
 
 

9:00 – 10:00 
a.m. 

1. Solemn Charter Commemoration 
 

Video Presentation  
Milestones and achievements of the UN Charter 
 

Opening Statements – Principals organs of the United Nations: 
▪ H.E. Prof. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, President of the seventy-fourth 

session of the General Assembly 
▪ H.E. Mr. António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations 
▪ H.E. Mr. Jean-Yves Le Drian, Minister for Foreign Affairs of France, 

President of the Security Council 
▪ H.E. Ms. Mona Juul, President of the Economic and Social Council 

and Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations 
▪ H.E. Mr. Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf, President of the International 

Court of Justice 
 

Statements from the Chairs of the Regional Groups and from the host 
country: 

▪ H.E. Mr. Collen Vixen Kelapile, Permanent Representative of 
Botswana to the United Nations and Chair of the Group of African 
States 

▪ H.E. Mr. Zhang Jun, Permanent Representative of China to the 
United Nations and Chair of the Group of Asia-Pacific States 

▪ H.E. Mrs. Marie Chatardová, Permanent Representative of the Czech 
Republic to the United Nations and Chair of the Group of Eastern 
European States 

▪ H.E. Mr. Néstor Popolizio, Permanent Representative of Peru to the 
United Nations and Chair of the Group of Latin American and 
Caribbean States 
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▪ H.E. Mr. Jörundur Valtýsson, Permanent Representative of Iceland 
to the United Nations and Chair of the Group of Western European 
and other States 

▪ H.E. Ms. Kelly Craft, Permanent Representative of the United States 
of America to the United Nations (host country) 

 

Video Presentation  
Stakeholder Reflection on the declaration to be adopted at the high-level 
meeting of the General Assembly to commemorate the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the United Nations. 
 

10:00-11:55 2. Interactive Dialogues on the UN Charter’s relevance 
today and in future 

 

10:00 – 11:00 Panel 1: “The United Nations in the past, present and future. A view 
from the outside” 
 
Moderator: Ms. Zeinab Badawi, Presenter, British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) 
Panelists:  

o Mr. Jan Eliasson, Chair of the Governing Board, SIPRI; Former Deputy 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and President of the 
sixtieth session of the General Assembly, former State Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs and Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs 

o Mr. Vinton Cerf, Internet pioneer; Vice President and Chief Internet 
Evangelist, Google 

o Ms. Lysa John, Secretary-General, CIVICUS 
o Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, Board Member, Mo Ibrahim Foundation; 

former UN Under Secretary-General and Executive Secretary, 
Economic Commission for Africa 

11:00-11:05 Video Presentation  
 UN75 campaign achievements 
 

11:05-11:55 Panel 2: “The 2030 Agenda: Fulfilling our commitment to the future 
we want” 

Video presentation - “Voices of Agenda 2030” 

 
Moderator: Ms. Elizabeth Cousens, President and CEO, UN Foundation 
Lead Discussant: H.E. Ms. Amina Mohammed, Deputy Secretary-General of 
the United Nations 
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11:55 –12:00 Commemoration Closing Ceremony 
To pay tribute to the host country, and to both San Francisco and New York, 
two cities which are central to the Charter’s history, the event will feature a 
virtual performance by the New York Philharmonic and the San Francisco 
Symphony, who will join together for a musical piece to close the 
commemoration. 
 

 


