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 22 January 2020  

 

 

Excellency, 

 

I have the pleasure to transmit herewith a memo from my meeting, held on 

21 January 2020, with the President of the Economic and Social Council, Her Excellency 

Ms. Mona Juul, Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations in New York. 

The meeting was part of my commitment to strengthen collaboration and coordination 

between the principal organs of the United Nations. 

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.  

 

 

 
 Tijjani Muhammad-Bande 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Permanent Representatives and  

Permanent Observers to the United Nations 

New York 
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Meeting between the President of the General Assembly and the President of Economic 

and Social Council on Tuesday 21 January 2020  

 

The President of the 74th session of the General Assembly, H.E Mr. Tijjani Muhammad-

Bande met with the President of the 2020 session of the Economic and Social Council, Her 

Excellency Ms. Mona Juul, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Norway to the 

United Nations, on Tuesday 21 January 2020, as part of their efforts to strengthen relations 

between the principal organs of the UN and ensure close collaboration and coherence in the 

work of the General Assembly and the ECOSOC.  

 

The two Presidents exchanged views on recent events and developments as well as 

upcoming activities, in particular: 

Joint Briefing of the Presidents of the General Assembly and ECOSOC, 28 January 2020  

The President of the General Assembly and the President of ECOSOC discussed 

arrangements related to the joint briefing to Member States, to be convened on 28 January 

2020, based on the good practice established during the previous session. The joint briefing 

is an opportunity to further strengthen the close coordination between the two Charter 

bodies.  

The two Presidents will brief Member States on a range of events and processes, including 

on the mandates that request the two Presidents to work closely, such as the Youth Plenary 

in the context of the commemoration of the 75th anniversary, the Least Developed Countries 

(LDCs) thematic event ahead of the fifth LDCs Conference in 2021, the joint initiative to 

launch a Panel on Financial Integrity as well as the alignment process. It should also offer an 

opportunity to brief the Membership on the many events both under the GA and the 

ECOSOC, to be convened during the rest of the session. 

The Financial Integrity Panel initiative 

The two Presidents seized the opportunity of the meeting to discuss the latest developments 

in the preparations for the launch of the Panel, including its membership, the date of the 

official launch in February, the Terms of Reference, the need to ensure a proper engagement 

with all Member States, its programme of work as well as the concept note to be shared with 

Member States. The joint briefing on 28 January will offer a first opportunity to engage with 

Member States on this important initiative.  

Alignment of the agendas of the GA, the ECOSOC and their subsidiary bodies with the 

2030 Agenda  

The PGA informed about the intergovernmental process related to the alignment of the work 

of the GA, the ECOSOC and the main committees to the 2030 Agenda, under the leadership 

of the co-facilitators – Montenegro and Botswana. He also briefed the President of 

ECOSOC on the informal meeting of the General Committee, convened the same day – 21 

January – which discussed, among other issues, this important process. 



The two Presidents agreed on the need to build on the progress made during the previous 

session, with a special focus on making the work of the Assembly and the Council more 

effective and efficient, and ultimately deliver in a timely manner on the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda. 

Interactive dialogue on “Targeting Hunger: South-South and Triangular Cooperation for 

Transforming Agriculture” 

The PGA updated the President of the ECOSOC on the status of preparations on the 

interactive dialogue to be convened on 12 February. The event endeavors to contribute 

toward international efforts to address the burgeoning issue of global hunger, especially 

when we know that we are not on track to achieve SDG 2 of Zero Hunger by 2030. The 

dialogue would therefore aim to trigger discussions on mapping a new trajectory to achieve 

Zero Hunger within the stipulated time. 

The Financing for Development (FFD) Forum 

The President of ECOSOC informed the PGA on the preparations ahead of the FFD Forum, 

to be convened on 20-23 April, with the aim to ensure a high-level participation both from 

Member States as well as UN system and financial institutions. She invited the PGA to 

participate in the Forum, who expressed his availability to attend and address the opening of 

the meeting. 

Other ECOSOC events 

The President of ECOSOC informed also on other activities of the Council and its Bureau, 

including with regard to the preparations for the Operational Activities Segment, the CSW 

session and the celebration of Beijing +25, the Youth Forum and Youth Plenary as well as 

the status of nomination of co-facilitators for processes under the current session of the 

Council. 


