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Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the General Assembly resolution 2217 (XXI) of
19 December 1966, by which the Member States approved the recommendation that a prize
or prizes in the field of human rights should be awarded, for the first time, on 10 December
1968, on the occasion of the celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and that, thereafter, prizes should not be awarded more often
than at five-year intervals.

In this respect, the United Nations Prize in the Field of Human Rights Prize has
been awarded every five years since 1968 (in 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003,
2008 and 2013). This year marks the tenth award of the Prize. The 2018 winners were
selected by a special Committee, as mandated by the United Nations General Assembly,
and announced on 25 October 2018. They are:

Ms. Rebeca Gyumi   activist for the rights of women and girls (Tanzania)
• Ms. Asma Jahangir (posthumously)   human rights lawyer (Pakistan)

Ms. Joenia Wapichana (Joenia Batista de Carvalho)   activist for the rights of
indigenous communities (Brazil)
Front Line Defenders   organization advocating and working for the protection of
human rights defenders (Ireland)

In this regard, I have the honour to share with Member States the attached draft oral
decision to hold the award ceremony at the plenary meeting dedicated to it, on Tuesday,
18 December 2018, at 12 p.m., in the General Assembly Hall, immediately after the
commemorative meeting on the seventieth Anniversary of Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action to be held in accordance with resolution 72/169.

The ceremony will include the opening statements by the President of the General
Assembly and the Secretary-General, as well as the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, subject to approval by the Assembly of the attached draft decision.
Following the opening statements, each prize-winner will be invited to the podium of the
General Assembly Hall to be awarded a commemorative plaque.
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It is my intention to put forward this draft oral decision for action by the General
Assembly at the plenary meeting on Wednesday, 28 November 2018, in the General
Assembly Hall, following the consideration and subsequent decision of the Assembly on
the proposal for postponement of the recess date of the session until 21 December 2018.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Maria Fernanda Espinosa Garces



THE PRESIDENT
OF THE

GENERALASSEMBLY

A ard ceremony for the United Nations prize in the field of human ri hts

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference on Human Rights
on 25 June 1993,

Recalling its resolution 2217 (XXI) of 19 December 1966 on the International Year of
Human Rights, specifically its Recommendation C that a prize or prizes should be awarded,
for the first time on 10 December 1968, on the occasion of the celebration of the twentieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and that prizes should not be
awarded more often than at five-year intervals,

Recognizing that 2018 marks the seventieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme
of Action and the establishment of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights,

(a) Decides to hold the award ceremony for the United Nations prize in the field of human
rights at the plenary meeting of the General Assembly on 18 December 2018,
immediately after the commemorative meeting on the occasion of the seventieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and of the twenty-fifth
anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,

(b) Decides that the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights will address
the plenary meeting.


